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Michael Braby seated in the middle is watched by club members as he examines a butterfly during the 
club's outing to Bamboo Creek - see article on page 6. Photo: Deb Bisa 
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Club activities 

May Meeting - Four decades of crocodile research 
Speaker: Professor Grahame Webb 

Wednesday 13 May, 7:45 PM.  Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina. 

Biography: Professor Webb began researching 
reptiles in the late 1960s, and since the 1970s he 
has been actively involved in the conservation and 
management of wildlife resources. He is regarded 
by many as one of the world’s leading authorities 
on crocodilian research and management, and on 
the concept of conserving wildlife through 
sustainable use programs. In 2001 he was awarded 
the prestigious Clunies Ross National Science and 
Technology Award, for his contribution to a new 
vision for wildlife conservation based on 
sustainable use. In 2003 he was awarded an 
Australian Centenary Medal, for his contribution to 
crocodile research and to the establishment of The 
Essington School in Darwin. Grahame is the 
Managing Director of Wildlife Management 

International Pty Ltd, which operates Crocodylus Park a crocodile research and education centre in Darwin. 

Summary:  Professor Webb will explain how his experience with crocodiles in northern Australia over 40 years 
has led him to question what wildlife conservation is all about. He advocates flexibility in the way we approach 
conservation. His knowledge of crocodiles has led him to ponder the broader question of what conservation of 
wildlife and wild places means in an ever-shrinking world. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

May Field Trip Outing – Crocodylus Park on Sunday 10 May* 
*please note date is the Sunday before the club meeting 

Location:  Meet at the carpark at Crocodylus Park, Berrimah 
(opposite the Berrimah Police Station) at 9 am. The excursion is 
likely to last about 2 hours. 

Cost:  Our group (i.e., both Field Nats members and our 
guests/family members) will receive a special 50% discount rate on 
admission, so the cost is $20 per adult and $10 per child (3-15 years). 

Our presenters:  Grahame Webb and Charlie Manolis. 

Theme:  Overview of the crocodile conservation and management 
dilemma. Our excursion will include both an introductory talk in 
the Park’s conference room and also a guided tour of the Park 
itself. Bring:  Cameras, notebooks, sunhats, sun cream, comfortable 
shoes, water. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Future Field Nats program 
June meeting, 10 June: Member travels, including Fiona Douglas in Namibia 

June excursion, 12-14 June: Weekend camping trip at Litchfield with Sean Webster 
July Meeting: 18 July (SATURDAY) Nationally known Environmentalist John Dengate 

July Excursion: 19 July Trip to Catalina Island led by Richard Willan 

Grahame Webb with one of his research subjects.  Photo: Grahame Webb 
& Charlie Manolis, Wildlife Management International Pty Ltd 
   
 

A crocodile launching out of the water.  
Photo: Grahame Webb & Charlie Manolis, Wildlife 
Management International Pty Ltd  
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NT Field Naturalists 2015 
Charles Darwin 
University Scholarship  
 
At the April meeting, President, Richard 
Willan, announced that Stefanie 
Oberprieler was the winner of the 2015 
Charles Darwin University Postgraduate 
Scholarship for Environmental Research.  
 
NT Field Naturalists is offering this 
Scholarship for the first time this year. It 
consists of an award of $1000 to assist a 
student who is studying at Charles Darwin 
University and who has a keen interest in 
natural history, ecology and/or 
environmental science. The prime objective 
of Stefanie’s research is to improve 
understanding of spatial patterns for 
invertebrates in the ‘Top End’ and 
investigate if their distributions are similar 
to those of vertebrates and plants.  
 

The Scholarship gives the student the opportunity to present their research findings to the Club and to 
publish some  results in Northern Territory Naturalist. We are delighted the Scholarship went to a 
student who is already a member of the Club. 
  
In accepting her award, Stefanie paid particular tribute to her father, Dr Rolf Oberprieler, who is an 
international specialist working on weevils at the Australian National Insect Collection (CSIRO) in 
Canberra. 

 

Scholarship Winner Stefanie Oberprieler with NT Field NatsPresident 
Richard Willan. (Photo: Amanda Lilleyman) 
 

Save the Date 
SATURDAY 18 JULY 2015 
 
2PM Mel Nairn Auditorium at CDU 
 
Nationally known Environmentalist  

John Dengate 
 
will be our celebrity speaker at our July Meeting 
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April Club meeting: Butterflies and the Tawny Coster 

Presentation by Michael Braby 
Notes by Richard Willan 

 
On reflection, Michael’s presentation could have been titled ‘Invasion by The Tawny Army’ because everything he 
told us about the recent invasion of northern Australia by the Tawny Coster butterfly (Acraea terpsicore) recalled 
the unrelenting advance of an enemy battalion. 
 
Given that we are within days of the 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli Campaign of World War I, the timing of the 
talk was perfect, as were the numerous military analogies that Michael made. 
 
Of the 408 species of butterfly presently recorded from mainland Australia, the distinctive Tawny Coster (a female 
is shown in the accompanying photograph; the delta-wing shape – like a stealth bomber – is very characteristic of 
the species) is the only species to have both colonised and become established on native plants on its own 
accord. The other two exotic butterflies, the Monarch (Danaus plexippus) and the Cabbage White (Pieris rapae 
rapae), which arrived in the 1870s and 1930s, respectively, rely on introduced plants for their existence here. 
 
The first Tawny Costers for Australia were observed at Wagait Beach in April 2012 and the subsequent expansion 
across mainland Australia must occurred on a mammoth scale. Within two years, the butterfly had spread very 
widely across the whole of northern Australia – eastwards to Groote Eylandt and Limen Bight, southwards to 
Elliott and westwards to Mt Barnet Roadhouse in the Kimberley. In its first year in Australia the extent of its 
occurrence increased by a factor of 28 (from 4,000 km2 to 112,000 km2) and it reached more than 500 km from 
Darwin. That rate of expansion would be the equivalent moving at an average of 1 km per day; probably even a 
little faster in the wet season. Michael quipped that in those early years of its invasion, the butterfly outran the 
Cane Toad! 
 

Spatial modelling indicates it is likely to 
occupy the entire monsoon tropics of 
northern Australia. 

With hindsight, it’s arrival in Australia was 
to be expected as it already had a track 
record of colonisation and range 
expansion throughout southeast Asia. Its 
original range was Sri Lanka and India. It 
was first recorded in Indo-China (i.e., 
Thailand and Vietnam) in the 1980s, and 
since then its range has expanded in the 
last 30 years south-eastwards by 6,000 
km through Malaysia and Indonesia to 
East Timor. 
 
The rapidity of its spread is merely the 
first facet of its invasive ‘campaign’. A 
second facet is its pioneering ecology – 
that is its ability to colonise highly 
disturbed areas and subsist on weedy 

plants. Its diet exposes a third facet of its potential for invasion – that is its diet can be described as generalised 
yet specialised. That may seem contradictory, but in India and Sri Lanka it feds on a number of species of passion 
fruit (Passifloraceae), a small herb  Hybanthus enneaspermus (Violaceae), plus gourds (Cucurbitaceae), but in 
Australia it feeds mostly on Hybanthus enneaspermus, only very occasionally on one species of introduced 
passion fruit (Passiflora foetida), and never on gourds or melons. Another facet is the aggressive nature of males. 
Michael had already explained in the first part of his talk, which dealt with butterflies in general, that males of 
most species invest huge amounts of time and energy into courtship. Indeed, the Tawny Coster, it seems, takes 

A female Tawny Coster ready for take-off. Note its characteristic delta-wing 
shape. Photo: Michael Braby 
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 this expenditure on sexual activities to the extreme. Michael once saw a male Tawny Coster pinning down a male 
Glasswing butterfly (Acraea andromacha) in a tight embrace! 
 
So the Tawny Coster is a unique butterfly in many ways. The most significant question is why should it have been 
so aggressively invasive and successful in northern Australia? Perhaps it is because that it is an opportunist whose 
diet can be switched quickly from one host plant to another depending on the habitat – cucurbits, passion fruit 
and violets are not related at all. Perhaps it is because the plants it favours grow in environments that have been 
highly disturbed by humans? Either way, it is behaving ecologically like a rat – its invasion, though not directly 
brought about by humans, has to have been related to human activities. So really the Tawny Coster can be 
viewed as a sentinel insect for the way humans are modifying the ecosystems on this planet. Braby and his 
colleagues argue in their publications that its spread through southeast Asia is symptomatic (i.e., a consequence 
of) widespread logging of tropical forests there. 
 
If we see this butterfly in this light – as an indicator of human-induced climate change – its status as an invading 
enemy morphs into one of a friend. Indeed, although it is still spreading in Australia, it poses no threat to primary 
industry here and it appears to pose no risk to biodiversity either. Therefore,  it lives up to the true meaning of its 
specific name – in classical mythology and legend Terpsichore is the Muse of the dance and of choral song. 
 
LEST WE FORGET. 
 
Further reading 
Braby M.F. (2013) The Tawny Coster Acraea terpsicore in the Northern Territory, a new butterfly for Australia. Newsletter of 

the Northern Territory Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. for February 2013, 5. 
Braby M.F., Bertelsmeier, C., Sanderson, C. and Thistleton, B. (2014) Spatial distribution and range expansion of the Tawny 

Coster butterfly, Acraea terpsicore (Linnaeus, 1758) (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae), in South-East Asia and Australia. 
Insect Conservation and Diversity 7, 132–143 

Braby M.F., Thistleton, B.M. and Neal, M.J. (2014) Host plants, biology and distribution of Acraea terpsicore (Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae): a new butterfly for northern Australia with potential invasive status. Austral 
Entomology 53, 288–297. 

  
 

What will a cockatoo do to win a heart? - copy and images by Tissa Ratnayeke  
 

     
If you have ever been puzzled by the sight of a pile of fresh green pandanus (Pandanus spiralis) leaves at the base 
of one of these trees, these images should help resolve the puzzle. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, in common with many other cockatoos have strong and versatile feet and beaks 
which they use to perform a variety of physical tasks, ranging from delicate manipulation of objects through to 
the brute strength of biting off branches or crushing nuts. 

It took this cockatoo took less than five minutes while hopping around the upper trunk to peel of the individual 
leaves and expose the edible soft heart of the palm. It scooped out several beakfuls and then flew off. 
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Field Trip Report (Sunday 22 April): Chasing Butterflies 

Text by Emma Noonan 
 

On a beautiful morning in rural Darwin, a group of approximately 32 people from the NT Field Nats and the Top 
End Native Plant Society gathered at the intersection of the Stuart Highway and the Marrakai Rd to embark on a 
morning/lunchtime of butterfly hunting. 
 
A short drive east down the track brought us all to the Bamboo Creek area that Michael Braby and Deb Bisa had 
chosen for us to look for a variety of butterflies which inhabit the savannah woodland and later on the wet 
monsoon riparian forest. After a quick lesson from Michael on the variety of butterfly nets on offer and how to 
safely catch a butterfly (I certainly had no idea that there was so much variety or that some could extend to the 
heights that some do!), we all headed up to through the savannah woodland to the dry stony ridge and rocky 
outcrops.  

 
 
Thanks to some great skills with the butterfly nets by so many, a large list of butterflies was soon accumulated 
and Michael Braby has kindly collated it at the end of the report (Thanks Michael !) 
 
With such a variety of experts from so many fields on the trip, we were all spoiled for choice on identification of 
native plants, birds, insects etc.. These outings are such a great opportunity to improve your knowledge on our 
local flora and fauna. 
 

 
 
After a wander of about 90minutes we made our way back down from the ridge for some very welcome morning 
tea offerings. Special thanks to members of the groups who provided muffins, cakes and biscuits for all to share.  
 
Next Michael and Deb led us a short distance to the Bamboo Creek area for a change in habitat which is a wet 
monsoon riparian forest. Once again butterflies were in abundance and a wide variety were brought to Michael 
and Deb for identification. 

Thanks to some sharp-eyed members of the 
group we also found the rare species of the 
unexploded  WWII mortar bomb with 
detonator (see photo). Richard did admit to 
not having covered that eventuality in his 
OH&S speech earlier on but I have a feeling 
it will be mentioned on future trips ! 
 
 
That’s not a butterfly - it's a mortar bomb!  
Photo: Laurie Barrand 

Photos: 
(L) Yellow Palm-dart 
(Cephrenes trichopepla) 
Photo: Laurie Barrand 
 
(R) Orange Ringlet  
(Hypocysta adiante antirius) 
Photo: Natalie Davis 
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Although it was much harder going down in the bamboo creek area thanks to a lot of weeds underfoot, some 
boggy areas and the midday heat, the group had a great time searching for the large variety of butterflies. It was 
great to watch so many have fun chasing butterflies with nets. 
 
A big thanks to Michael and Deb for organising the trip and also educating us all on the large variety of butterflies 
that are so close to Darwin if you take the time to look for them. It was a wonderful way to spend a morning. 

 
Postscript: An update from Laurie Barrand who spoke to the bomb squad. The WWII bomb found on the outing 
was checked out on Monday and probably blown up on Tuesday. The bomb was deemed to be live by the squad. 
 
Michael Braby’s butterfly list from the Bamboo Creek outing: 

 

Common Name Scientific Name savannah 
woodland 

site 

edge of wet 
monsoon 
forest site 

 Additional notes 

Clearwing Swallowtail Cressida cressida +     
Yellow Palm-dart Cephrenes trichopepla +   larva inside shelter on Livistona humilis 
Wide-brand Sedge-skipper Hesperilla crypsigramma +   larva inside shelter on Scleria sphacelata 
Northern Iris-skipper Mesodina gracillima +   dead parasitised pupa inside shelter on Pattersonia macrantha 
Greenish Grass-dart Ocybadistes walkeri olivia   +   
Wide-brand Grass-dart Suniana sunias sauda   +   
River-sand Grass-dart Taractrocera dolon diomedes   +   
Lemon Migrant Catopsilia pomona   +   
Large Grass-yellow Eurema hecabe + +   
Lined Grass-yellow Eurema laeta sana   +   
Orange Lacewing Cethosia penthesilea paksha   +   
Swamp Tiger Danaus affinis affinis + +   
Lesser Wanderer Danaus petilia + +   
Common Crow Euploea corinna + +   
Two-brand Crow Euploea sylvester pelor   +   
Orange Ringlet Hypocysta adiante antirius +     
Blue-banded Eggfly Hypolimnas alimena 

darwinensis 
  +   

Chocolate Argus Junonia hedonia zelima   + small numbers flying rapidly N approx 2-3 m above ground 
between 1130 and 1300 h, probably migrating 

Blue Argus Junonia orithya albicincta +     
Dingy Bush-brown Mycalesis perseus perseus   +   
Cedar Bush-brown Mycalesis sirius sirius   +   
Dusky Knight Ypthima arctous   +   
Purple Oak-blue Arhopala eupolis asopus +     
Small Dusky-blue Candalides erinus erinus +     
Spotted Pea-blue Euchrysops cnejus cnidus   +   
Orange-tipped Pea-blue Everes lacturnus australis   +   
Black-spotted Grass-blue Famegana alsulus alsulus +     

Other observations added to the day's experience. At left, a female White Crab Spider (Thomisus spectabilis), an ambush predator with 
body length 10mm waits atop an ageing Thecanthes punicea flower - Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke. At right, the entrance to the bower of a 
Great Bowerbird is predominantly decorated with white objects and a few green ones - Photo: Laurie Barrand 
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Weed Harvester Launch at Fogg Dam 
Report by Heather Boulden  

President of Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. 
 
Minister Bess Price officially launched a weed harvester at Fogg Dam on Monday 20th April.     
 
Since 1990 aquatic vegetation has steadily grown in the dam, with growth increasing in rapidity. The reduction of 
open water has impacted on the habitat of birds and other species during the dry season and there is strong 
community support for the dam to have open water, as it used to be.  A study by Charles Darwin University in 
2010 concluded the dam would be completely covered by 2021 or even earlier unless a managed disturbance 
regime was implemented.1   
 
The weed harvester was purchased by Friends of Fogg Dam Inc. with a grant from Bendigo Bank, Coolalinga and 
Districts Branch and Parks & Wildlife to be an important element in the disturbance regime to save the dam from 
closure.  In 4 months the weed harvester, in conjunction with other equipment, has cleared 6,000 to 7,000 of an 
estimated 300,000 square metres of vegetation.  
 
Fourteen local businesses generously donated parts and services to equip the second hand harvester to operate 
in the Fogg Dam environment and Woolworths Coolalinga provided refreshments at the launch. 
 

 
The weed harvester in action at Fogg Dam.  Photo: Debbie Louez 

Important postscript from Heather: 
FOFD are keen to see if there’s a difference in bird numbers and particularly migratory bird visits.  We’re doing 
monthly bird counts and would love to hear from anyone with Fogg Dam bird counts in the past 
info@foggdamfriends.org 
 
                                                
1  Leppitt, Alice M & Franklin, Donald C.  “Possible ecosystem engineering to regulate depth by a clonal sedge encroaching on 
a tropical freshwater wetland.”  Wetlands Ecology and Management 2012, 20:4, 341-352. 
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 Wildlife Art Exhibition 
Long time NT Field Nats member 
Alison Worsnop is having an 
exhibition. 
 
‘Please join us for a glass of bubbly for 
the opening of my exhibition at 
Framed Gallery on Friday 8th May at 
6.30 for 7pm.  It runs for 3 weeks.’ 
Alison Worsnop. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

NT Field Nats Photo Competition & Exhibition 
Calling all budding amateur, part time photographers as well as professional photographers! Time to dust off your 
cameras and buy more memory cards ! 
The NT Field Nats is holding a photo competition which is open to everyone which will end with an exhibition to 
be held at the NT Parliament Library from 8-29 October 2015.  
Entries will close in August. More details to come in next month’s newsletter and meeting regarding the 
competition and the categories. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
World Turtle Day - 23 May 
Come along to the annual celebration of World Turtle Day on 23 May. This year we will be celebrating at East Point 
opposite Lake Alexander. Bring some food for the BBQ, and the whole family. There will be sand competitions, face 
painting and much more. So come along early afternoon and learn about everything turtle-y cool!  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 

Spot the lone Franklin’s 
Gull: a bird of the Americas 
they are rare vagrant visitors to 
Australia. This bird was first 
sighted at Buffalo Creek on  
12 March and has since been 
observed at other locations 
around Darwin. Can you find 
the visitor in this flock of 480 + 
Silver Gulls at Lee Point – 
Buffalo Creek Beach 18/3/15. 
See below for answer. 
Photo: Amanda Lilleyman 
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Interesting bird sightings 

Compiled by Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 
Reporting period: 23 Mar to 22 Apr 2015 

 Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds forum 
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern Territory 
(http://www.eremaea.com/ ) and from correspondences with birdwatchers.  Bird names follow the IOC world checklist. 

Species Date Location Observer/s Numbers/comments 
Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds    
Beach Stone-Curlew 23/03/2015 Sandy Creek, Darwin Amanda Lilleyman & Peter 

Kyne 
3 

Beach Stone-Curlew 12/04/2015 Buffalo Creek, Darwin Mick Jerram 1 
Black-naped Tern 12/04/2015 Buffalo Creek, Darwin Mick Jerram 1 
Broad-billed Sandpiper 23/03/2015 East Arm Wharf, Darwin Amanda Lilleyman 1 
Chestnut Rail 12/04/2015 Buffalo Creek, Darwin Mick Jerram heard 
Franklin's Gull 18/04/2015 Stokes Hill Wharf, Darwin Mark de Krester 1; also 19/04 
Franklin's Gull 20/04/2015 East Arm Wharf, Darwin Amanda Lilleyman 1 
Long-toed Stint 10/04/2015 Alice Springs Sewage Ponds Magen Pettit & Mark Carter 1 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 17/04/2015 Corroborree Billabong Luke Paterson 1 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 18/04/2015 Corroborree Billabong Marc Gardner 2 
Birds Of Prey & Owls     
Australian Owlet-
Nightjar 

21/04/2015 East Point, Darwin John Rawsthorne Heard 

Peregrine Falcon 24/03/2015 The Esplanade, Darwin City Clive Garland 1 
Rufous Owl 24/03/2015 Darwin Botanic Gardens Michael Zavortink 1; and subsequent 

sightings 
Rufous Owl 31/04/2015 Howard Springs Nature 

Reserve 
Ben Hoffmann 2 

Other Non-Passerines     
Bourke's Parrot 10/04/2015 Kunnoth Bore Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Channel-billed Cuckoo 8/04/2015 Alice Springs Magen Pettit 1 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 12/04/2015 Between Newcastle Waters 

& Daly Waters  
Magen Pettit 2 

Pacific Swift 23/03/2015 The Esplanade, Darwin City Clive Garland 30; & many 
subsequent reports in 
the Top End (max: 
300+; 24/03) 

Red-backed Buttonquail 28/03/2015 Florina Rd, Katherine Marc Gardner 2 
Passerines     
Banded Whiteface 10/04/2015 Santa Teresa Road Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Chiming Wedgebill 10/04/2015 Santa Teresa Road Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Crested Bellbird 10/04/2015 Santa Teresa Road Magen Pettit & Mark Carter Heard 
Dusky Grasswren 11/04/2015 Mt Gillen, Alice Springs Magen Pettit  
Gouldian Finch 28/03/2015 Florina Rd, Katherine Marc Gardner 2 
Grey Honeyeater 10/04/2015 Tanami Road Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Orange Chat 10/04/2015 Santa Teresa Road Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Red-rumped Swallow 23/03/2015 Lee Point Luke Paterson 2+ 
Redthroat 10/04/2015 Ooraminna Hills woodlands Magen Pettit & Mark Carter Heard 
Rufous Songlark 14/04/2015 Bird Billabong Road Peter Kyne 2 
Spinifexbird 10/04/2015 Ilparpa Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
Star Finch 28/03/2015 Florina Rd, Katherine Marc Gardner 18 
Star Finch 26/03/2015 Cnr Victoria & Buntine Hwys John & Barbara Cummings 30+ 
White-fronted 
Honeyeater 

10/04/2015 Ooraminna Hills woodlands Magen Pettit & Mark Carter  
 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds
http://www.eremaea.com/
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Club notices 
Thank you: A thank you to John Rawsthorne for all his hard work as Newsletter Editor. John has recently resigned 
as Newsletter Editor. The previous issue was despatched by Laurie & Ilona Barrand.  It was printed using equipment 
kindly made available by Palmerston Telstra Shop. 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to Emma 
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.   
Deadline for the June newsletter:  Thursday 21 May. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form?  Go to:  http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:  This year’s issue will contain 10 papers, half being Research Articles and half 
being Short Notes. Expect to read about some major scientific discoveries (like a new whole order of animals for 
Australia!), meet a sharksucker, and get the answer to the burning question “What is the commonest invertebrate 
in Darwin Harbour?” 

The typeset papers are presently with the authors for checking and the issue will be released at the June NT Field 
Naturalists meeting. The winner of the President’s Prize for the best article in this issue will also be announced at 
that meeting. 

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is now calling for submissions for next year’s issue. He said he would particularly like 
to have some articles on birds – perhaps we can elicit something out of the talks in June through August or the 
field trip (to Kakadu National Park) in October as they are all bird-themed. The Instructions for Authors are on the 
Club’s website, and Richard is happy to discuss contributions with prospective authors before they submit 
manuscripts. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
 

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php  or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

President: Richard Willan 08 8999 8238 (w) 
Secretary: John Zammit 
Treasurer: Laurie Barrand  0407 863 574 
Committee Members:  Graham Brown  8945 4745 (h/w) 
 Mark Grubert 0407 367 585  
 Peter Ebsworth 0448 278 001 
 Natalie Davis 
 Owen Gale 
 Ilona Barrand 
 Julia Collingwood 
Newsletter Editor: Emma Noonan  
 

NT Field Naturalists Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

NT Field Naturalists Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25; 
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 
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http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads
http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php
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