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The grassland on the north side of the Rapid Creek coastal footbridge is currently a hotbed of raptor activity, with
Black and Whistling Kites, Nankeen Kestrels and Brown Falcons all present recently. Here, a Whistling Kite (the
larger bird on right) interferes in a familial dispute amongst Brown Falcons, showing a good interspecies contrast
of body shapes and underwing features. Photo John Rawsthorne

CONTENTS
Club activities .. p2
Club notices .. p3
Blue carbon p4

Mickett Creek trip p6

Interesting birds p10
.

Upcoming events p8

Recent literature .. p9,11

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club activities
June meeting. Wednesday June 12, 7:45 PM. Blue 1.54 (Business Bldg.), CDU Casuarina.

Restoring connectivity in landscapes fragmented by major roads –
results of trials over east and their implications for the NT
Nigel Weston
Nigel Weston is currently Regional Chief Ranger for Darwin District Parks –Parks and Wildlife
Commission of the NT. Previously he was Program Manager for Territory NRM. However, most of Nigel’s
working career has been spent in Queensland, in both the public and private sectors, in both the office
and the field. He has qualifications in planning and
science and completed his MSc at James Cook
University in Cairns, investigating the use of canopy
bridges to reduce the impacts of linear barriers (aka
roads) on arboreal mammals in the Wet Tropics. This
will be the subject of his talk.

Photos: above: the top surface of a rope tunnel over
a road; right—a Herbert River Ringtail Possum using
one of the bridges. Photos Rainforest CRC.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

June field trip. Sunday 16 June 8am
Casuarina Coastal Reserve Habitat Explorer, led by Tissa Ratnayeke
This wonderful loop walk takes in four habitats, coastal monsoon forest, savannah woodland, mangroves and
finally coastal sand dunes. Each area has its distinct flora and fauna. Sections of the track include boardwalks
through different mangrove species at opposite ends of the track, one over Sandy Creek which is subjected to
daily tidal influence and the second through mangroves only wet by the fortnightly spring tides. Often visible from
the boardwalks are mangrove snakes and crabs as are Azure Kingfishers and on rare occasions the Little
Kingfisher. Each of the other habitats should be filled
with the morning activities of many bird species
including Emerald Doves (pictured left; by Tissa) in the
monsoon forest. This is a very scenic walk.
Meet at 8am in the car park at the end of Daribah
Road, this is the car park closest to the free beach.
Directions are, drive almost to the end of Trower Road
in Brinkin, turn right at the roundabout into Daribah
Road which leads to Dripstone Park but don't turn left
at the bottom of the hill, instead drive straight ahead
approximately 1.2kms to the end. Contact Tissa on
8921 8226 if you require more details.
Nature Territory, June 2013
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Club notices
Membership subscription renewal notice
Annual subscriptions are due at the end of June. However, if you joined the club during 2013 your subscription
will be valid until the end of June 2014 so does not need to be renewed at this time.
If you receive your newsletter by post, your subscription expiry date will appear beneath the panel containing
your name and address on this newsletter. A membership form is on the same page.
If you receive your newsletter by email you will find your subscription expiry date in the email to which this
newsletter was attached. If your subscription is due soon, you should also find attached to the email a
membership form that you can complete and forward to NTFNC with your subscription. EFT payment can be
arranged by contacting John Rawsthorne at treasurer.ntfnc@gmail.com
Thank you: The previous issue was prepared by Tissa Ratnayeke and collated and mailed by Laurie & Illona Barrand. It
was printed using equipment kindly made available by Delia Lawrie MLA at her Karama electoral office.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Tissa at
tissa@imprintdesign.com.au or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 8921 8226.
Deadline for the July newsletter: Friday 21 June.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Club library: The Club's journal and book collection is available to members. Lists of holdings can be found on our
web‐site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library. The library is housed in two sections:
Books, reports and CDs: can be accessed by contacting Peter Ebsworth on 0437 278 799.
Journals: in the office of Stuart Young at the Biodiversity Unit at Berrimah. These can be accessed by ringing Stuart on
8995 5026 (w).
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Leanyer Ponds: Access to Leanyer Ponds is generally available after induction through PAWC. To commence the
induction process go to https://www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices. A key to the ponds may be
obtained on payment of a $50 deposit. Only those who have undertaken the induction and signed an indemnity can
enter Leanyer Ponds.
Bryan Baker has keys for the Alice Springs Sewage Ponds, available for collection in Darwin by members before they
head south. Bryan can be reached in Darwin on 8948 2196.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist: The Editorial Committee of the Club’s journal, the
Northern Territory Naturalist, has just published issue no. 24. The journal publishes works
concerning any aspect of the natural history and ecology of the Northern Territory or
adjacent northern Australia, and may include Reviews, Research Articles, Short Notes,
Species Profiles and Book Reviews.
The Northern Territory Naturalist is a registered, peer‐reviewed journal (ISSN 0155‐4093).
Author instructions may be downloaded from our web‐site:
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal.
If possible, manuscripts should be submitted in digital form by email to
richard.willan@nt.gov.au. Manuscript editors are Drs Richard Willan, Anke Frank and
Sean Bellairs. Louis Elliott is the production editor.
Originals are available of most back issues, some are available as photocopies only, and
several recent issues are out‐of‐print but individual papers are available as pdfs. The
journal page of the Club’s web‐site has an order form for back issues. Free pdfs of papers from issue 18 (2005)
onwards are available from the authors or by contacting Lou Elliott, email louis.elliott@nt.gov.au.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM). Visit
http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
Nature Territory, June 2013
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The colour of mud: spatial patterns and blue carbon
storage in Darwin Harbour mangrove communities
Report on Le Bai’s May meeting presentation
Catherine Whitehead
Introduction

According to the United Nations Environment
Programme (2009) 55% of global greenhouse gas
emissions are captured by marine ecosystems. Of
this, between 50% and 71%
was captured in blue
carbon habitats. They may
have the potential to store
around 300‐900 Mt of
carbon dioxide annually
equivalent, to around 7‐
20% of the global
atmospheric greenhouse
gas emissions (Murray et al.
2011).

Le Bai did his Honours study on blue carbon storage
in Darwin Harbour mangrove forests at Charles
Darwin University. He
has a strong interest
in biogeochemical
cycles of vegetated
coastal ecosystems
and in particular
mechanisms that
control carbon
sequestration in these
ecosystems. Le’s
study focused on
carbon stored within
mangrove forests of
Darwin Harbour, in
particular, soil organic
carbon associated
with these dominant
communities. These
data were combined
with existing
vegetation structural
data and allometric
relationships to
estimate the total
ecosystem carbon
storage across the
Above: Le Bai hanging out in the mud; photo ecolsoc.org.au
harbour.
Le gave a presentation to the NT Field Naturalists in
May on his Honours study which informed us, many
of whom had never heard of this topic (me
included), on what blue carbon is and why it is
important.
What is blue carbon?
Blue carbon is the storage of carbon in marine and
coastal ecosystems, such as mangroves, salt
marshes, and sea grasses (Nelleman et al. 2009).
These blue carbon ecosystems cover approximately
49 million hectares and provide a diverse array of
ecosystem services such as fishery production,
coastline protection, pollution buffering, and high
rates of carbon sequestration around the world.
Mangroves contain half the total blue carbon stock,
with sea grasses second in the ranking because of
the large area they occupy globally.
Nature Territory, June 2013

Why is blue carbon
important?

Blue carbon ecosystems
have been demonstrated to
be extremely effective and
efficient in the
sequestration of
atmospheric carbon and
thus can play a key role in
climate change mitigation
(Chmura et al. 2003).
However, when coastal
habitats are degraded or
converted to other land
uses, the sediment carbon
is destabilized or exposed
to oxygen and subsequent increased microbial
activity thus releases large amounts of greenhouse
gases to the atmosphere or water column.
Le put basically: Blue Carbon = Big Sink  Big
Storage  BIG EMISSION
Blue carbon vs. terrestrial ecosystems

Blue carbon stocks can exceed those of terrestrial
ecosystems, including rainforests, by several times.
Whilst comprising only 0.05% of the biomass of
terrestrial plants, blue carbon ecosystems account
for more than 50% of all carbon storage in ocean
sediments (Bouillon et al. 2008; Nellemen et al.
2009; Van der Werf et al. 2011).
Blue carbon ecosystems are also more resilient to
destabilization. For example if a fire goes though a
terrestrial ecosystem, most of the carbon will be
Page 4

released within a very short time. Blue carbon
ecosystems also have very low carbon saturation
potential and so can continue to absorb much more
carbon over a longer time than terrestrial
ecosystems.

tax of $23 per tonne, he calculated that Darwin
Harbour mangroves are worth at least $460M in the
current carbon market.
Le Bai noted that the CSIRO Marine and Coastal
Cluster is undertaking a $3M project to map

In comparison with terrestrial forests in which a
large proportion of carbon is stored in above‐ground
biomass, the largest carbon pool in coastal
vegetated habitats is found in the soil. About 95‐99%
of the total carbon stock for salt marshes and sea
grasses, and 50‐90% for mangroves is stored in
below‐ground biomass (Murray et al. 2011).
Vegetated coastal ecosystems typically reside over
organic‐rich sediments that may be several meters
deep and effectively ‘lock up’ carbon due to low‐
oxygen conditions and other factors that inhibit
decomposition at depth. Le described the difficulty
with sampling this below‐ground carbon in the
mangroves around Darwin Harbour. In one 13‐hour
day, Le managed to obtain just three samples to 1m
depth.
Importance of Darwin Harbour mangroves as blue
carbon stocks
The Darwin Harbour contains over 19,000 hectares
of mangroves in a relatively pristine condition (Duke
1992; Brocklehurst & Edmeades 1996). It is one of
the most significant areas of mangroves in Australia.
The Harbour’s large tidal range (8.1m) and climatic
and environmental characteristics produce a
distinctive pattern of mangrove zonation, stratified
as 8 major communities (Metcalfe 1999).
From Le’s research, he found that the ecosystem
carbon in the harbour is approximately 5.48 Tg with
80% of this carbon stored in the soil. Given carbon

Image: extent of mangroves in Darwin Harbour, courtesy
ga.gov.au

Australia’s ‘blue carbon’ potential. The project would
be Australia's largest‐ever blue carbon accounting,
mapping and measurement study.
A recent story on Le’s research was featured on
ABC’s 7:30 Report which can be viewed online at:
www.abc.net.au/news/video/2012/09/21/3596629.htm

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Gouldian Finch Census
Save The Gouldian Fund is a not‐for‐profit charity raising funds for the research and conservation of the Gouldian Finch, a
highly endangered Australian bird.
The Gouldian Finch Census is only 3 months away,
in Wyndham from 1‐5 September! This will be our
last public count (where volunteers can get
involved). We have many people coming from all
over the world.... So book NOW for your chance to
be part of the fun and to see Gouldians in the
wild.... Details on the website:
http://savethegouldian.org/AnnualCount.html

Nature Territory, June 2013
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Mickett Creek field trip report – 12 May 2013
Geoff Kum Jew
We met at the end of Brant Road just outside the gates to the Shooting Range on a clear typical dry season
day, quite pleasant. Our excursion commenced down one of the tracks roughly following the fence line to the
right of the entrance gates heading out to some open sandy areas.
Along the way we came across some old car bodies and other dumped waste. Some of us moved some of the
flatter pieces around but were out of luck finding anything sheltering underneath.

Birds were plentiful and Club members with tuned ears could pick out many of the different species before
the rest of us could see them. A favourite was the Striated Pardalote, a small bird flitting amongst the leaves. It
nests in the side of soil embankments and we observed quite a few of the golf ball sized nesting holes over the
course of the walk. One embankment had half a dozen holes, real compartment living. It was easy to see that the
burrows were occupied by Pardalotes by noting the two small indentations just at the lip of the hole. These marks
are where the little birds land just before entering the nest hole.
Other honeyeaters seen included the White‐throated, Brown, Blue‐faced honeyeater and White‐gaped.
Rainbow Lorikeets were also visiting the blossoms. We saw a male Mistletoebird going about his morning rituals,
quite an attractive little bird all decked out in red and black.
In a damp section we stopped to have a look at large mud dauber wasps and nearby pond skater skimming a
series of puddles. About this point in our walk we were attacked by large numbers of mosquitoes, possibly
Saltmarsh mosquitoes (Aedes vigilax) as they were very black and very aggressive. It was fortunate that some
came prepared with the Aeroguard.

Photos: Top: Graham leading the trip; Above left: Michael and Amanda examining a rosella plant; Above right: A small dragonfly, possibly
Wandering Percher Diplacodes bipunctata. Photos by Tissa

Nature Territory, June 2013

Page 6

Further on a couple of Rosella plants caught our eye and everyone tried nibbling on the red "fruit" (this is
actually the calyx that forms around the seed pod after flowering ‐ ed). They were very tart without the benefit of
a bit of sugar but would be a good way to keep the mouth moist.
A sandy basin fringed with Paper Bark trees had a small clear stream running through it which had to be
crossed. Those with the appropriate footware had no problems, the rest of us got at least one wet sock. No fish
were sighted in the stream probably because of its temporary nature. Here we disturbed a small frog only about 5
mm long and very active in its efforts to escape from us.
Raptors sighted included the Black and a fewer number of Whistling Kites which congregated in large
numbers circling around in the thermals generated by the large cleared area. One Goshawk was also noted.
Quite a few of the Swamp Banksias the group saw were in flower as well as some of the Calytrix we came
across. Alongside the track making a last stand were the flowers of a few wet season, knee high, annual herbs, the
pink Gomprena sp., blue Spermacoce sp. and the smaller deep purple flowers with a white throat Lindernia sp.
Across many of these sandy areas we saw tracks of animals and birds that had passed by. We stopped on a
number of occasions to discuss which animal had made what track. Intriguing stuff! More knowledge on this
subject has to make you a better naturalist.
In one Grevillea we found a small caterpillar nest and attendant ants, apparently a new observation to our
usually knowledgeable insect enthusiasts.
Graham broke a couple of termite nests to illustrate the different castes in their society. Castes are termites
born to carry out different tasks in the colony. The most numerous are Worker castes which build and repair the
mound, gather food, and manage all the jobs necessary to keep the colony in good order. The smaller individuals
may be involved with looking after the eggs and larvae in the nursery areas of the mound. Soldiers are larger and
have heads shaped for defence of the colony. Some squirt liquids to repel invaders and others have large jaws to
bite. Sometimes there may be two species living in the same mound. Some large arboreal mounds were seen in
the trees, but well out of reach of us.
Butterflies seen were a single Small Dusky Blue, unidentified Skippers, several Blue and Meadow Argus, and
others not noted. Dragonflies of many colours, damselflies and several species of grasshoppers were seen.
Some of the Melaleucas
had galls on their stems.
These structures being
swellings within which live
larvae of insects that had
initially laid eggs in the plants
stem.
On the return walk we
came across a few carnivorous
plants of the Sundew family
Drosera sp. It was quite
surprising to see them as the
area we were walking through
was dry and did not look like
the usual type of sundew
habitat which tends to be low
lying, moist and boggy.
Many thanks to Graham
for leading an interesting
excursion.

A sundew, Drosera sp. Pic Amanda Gibb
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
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Exhibition: Desert drypoints, wetland woodcuts and the magnificent
mangrove lithograph series
John Wolseley returns to Darwin in June as part
of his continuing exploration of the Daly River
and Blue Mud Bay in East Arnhem Land.
While primarily an artist John Wolseley brings
to his work a deep sense of philosophy,
research, ethno‐biology, botany, zoology and
humanitarianism coupled with acute
observation. His exhibition Desert Drypoints,
Wetland Woodcuts and the Magnificent
Mangrove Lithograph Series is on show at
Nomad Art from 31 May – 29 June, 2013.
You can hear John Wolseley talk about his art at
5pm Friday June 7 at Nomad Art, Parap.
Text and image courtesy John Wolseley and
Nomad Art, Parap

Workshop: ‘Snake as Sister, Spectacle or Scientific Object –
Connecting the Dots for Wildlife Tourism’
Wildlife tourism interpretation and experiences take many forms. Indigenous guides and others with specialised knowledge
of local fauna and flora are often in an excellent position to give tourists a quality wildlife experience and a connection with
nature that many of our visitors seek, but are hampered by financial and other constraints. Smaller operations can also be
more flexible in the face of disasters such as terrorism and disease outbreaks, and also have a special appeal to many
travellers seeking genuine experiences, and thus have the potential to keep thriving while mass tourism plummets.
What are the elements needed for a diverse and sustainable wildlife tourism industry? Knowing what visitors want and
delivering that experience is essential, and so is having a diverse industry within a flexible system. These qualities allow
operators to adjust to changing markets in a way that the existing industry cannot. Wildlife Tourism Australia is holding a
workshop in the Top End (Darwin plus field excursions) focussing on this diversity and how to overcome some of the
obstacles for small operators.
This will be a unique opportunity to engage in two‐way learning and mentoring between operators involved in wildlife and
culture tourism and Indigenous people. Our organisers and speakers encompass a wide range of expertise, research and
practical experience. The event is open to everyone ‐ whether members of WTA or not ‐ with an interest in some aspect of
wildlife tourism, whether it be tour‐guiding, zoo‐keeping, wildlife‐friendly architecture, tourism that assists wildlife
conservation (including conservation breeding and release, wildlife carers and habitat restoration), training for guides in
regional areas, or Indigenous aspects of connecting with wildlife. For more information contact Mike Jarvis 0429 021 160,
Denise Goodfellow 0438 650 835 or Jim Smith 0407 887 212, or go to http://wildlifetourism.org.au/blog/workshop‐2013/

Workshop: Field Guide to the Wildlife of the Top End
The Environment Centre NT is producing a “field guide to wildlife of the Top
End”. ECNT is holding a workshop with locals, professionals and the broader
community to gather feedback about the content, presentation and promotion
of the project, and garner further contributions in the form of advice and
images.
The forum will be held June 11, 11.30am‐1.30pm at CSIRO Seminar Room, cnr
Vanderlin Dr and McMillans Rd, Berrima. A light lunch will be provided.
Nature Territory, June 2013
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Literature Review Summaries (from last page)
FRESHWATER SYSTEMS & AQUATIC BIOLOGY
Compiled by Carla & Steve, with guest contributor Erica Garcia
Broodfish and Lake Carpentaria
During the last glacial cycle (and probably the ones before) when sea levels fell, tropical Australia was joined by a
land bridge to the southern part of New Guinea. A large 'paleo‐lake system' ‐ Lake Carpentaria, existed between
the Top End and Cape York. Cook et al. (2012) examined the genetics of the obligate freshwater mouth‐brooding
fish (mouth almighty) Glossamia aprion to discern past population connectivity which presumably would have
been greater when the Lake existed. Various rivers are thought to have flown into Lake Carpentaria including the
Roper, Limmen Bight and MacArthur, and others that now flow into the Gulf. The authors collected fish from 17
rivers and found no clear patterns in the genetic relationships. This pattern is 'consistent with the relatively recent
fragmentation of a formerly widespread and connected historical population into distinct contemporary
populations that are now isolated among rivers'. Their data suggests that there is no contemporary gene flow
(thus the fish are currently isolated in the freshwater river systems) and that the 'most recent period of genetic
exchange across the Carpentaria region coincided with the mid‐ to late Pleistocene'. Hence, they intermingled in
Lake Carpentaria not during the last glacial maximum 8‐10 thousand years ago but during prior glacial phases 130
or 240 thousand years ago.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Algae in the Daly (contributed by Erica Garcia)
Townsend et al. 2012 tested the interaction between current speed and nutrient concentration on algal biomass
by conducting a nutrient addition experiment in the Daly River during a period of base flow (i.e. during the dry
season). They tested the hypothesis that the response of algal biomass to nutrient addition depends on current
speed. The experiment was conducted at four current speeds (0.27, 0.48, 0.78 and 0.98 m/s) on periphyton
(algae) established on pavers. The nutrients, including both nitrogen and phosphorus, were added to the river by
putting osmocote (a common garden fertilizer) into mesh bags with weights just upstream of the pavers. They
also examined grazer macro‐invertebrate communities to gain an insight into top‐down control (the importance
of grazing on limiting the growth of algae) that may confound an interaction between the two bottom‐up factors,
current speed and nutrients.
The researchers found that benthic algal biomass (measured as chlorophyll a) increased linearly with current
speed. The overriding importance of current speed was attributed to the dominance of filamentous chlorophytes
like Spirogyra, the negligible effect of invertebrate benthic grazers, and the prevailing oligotrophic (low nutrient)
conditions. The results imply that the interaction between current and nutrient concentration contributes to the
spatial distribution of benthic algal biomass. The natural state of the river includes a diversity of different habitats
including areas of different flows, and areas exposed to differing levels of nutrients from upwellings from
groundwater or at points where streams merge. This diversity is likely the main cause of the differing patterns of
algal biomass found in the Daly River. In really high flow areas the algae are very limited as they are scoured from
the rocks. This research highlights the importance of considering the effects of water abstraction on the river
community as this will affect flows and thus have carry on effects to the algal community which is a vital food
source to many organisms in the food web of the river system. It also implies that the impact of nutrient pollution
(e.g. from fertilisers) on benthic algae may not be uniform but is dependent on current speed.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Food pathways in pools
In the dry season many rivers in the tropical north contract to a series of waterholes. Jardine, Hunt, et al. (2012)
determined the source of food for animals in these pools by analysing the stable carbon isotope ratios of
potential food sources. They found that periphyton (i.e. algae and microbes attached to submerged surfaces) or
'carbon pathways originating with periphyton' were the most important source of carbon for fish (particularly
large fish) and large crustaceans (prawns, crabs and crayfish), whereas periphyton, detritus and zooplankton all
contributed to invertebrate biomass. With the variety of fish that they caught, including sleepy cod, bony bream,
catfish, spangled perch and an occasional barramundi, I suspect that at least some of the carbon pathways ended
in the digestive systems of the researchers.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Nature Territory, June 2013
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Interesting bird sightings
27 April to 23 May 2013
Compiled by Micha Jackson and Peter Kyne
Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds
forum (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern
Territory (http://www.eremaea.com/ ) and from correspondences with birdwatchers. Bird names follow the IOC
world checklist.
Species

Date

Location

Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds
Freckled Duck
7/5/13
Hoary‐headed Grebe
13/5/13
Yellow‐billed Spoonbill
7/5/13
Sooty Oystercatcher
Birds Of Prey
Square‐tailed Kite
18/5/13
Black‐breasted Buzzard
11/5/13
Red Goshawk
Rufous Owl
5/5/13
Other Non‐Passerines
Banded Fruit Dove
19/5/13
Little Kingfisher
27/4/13
Passerines
White‐lined Honeyeater
19/5/13
Rufous‐throated Honeyeater
20/5/13
Redthroat
19/5/13
Slaty‐backed Thornbill
19/5/13
Mangrove Golden Whistler 27/4/13
Eurasian Tree Sparrow
17/5/13
Gouldian Finch

27/4/13

Gouldian Finch

18/5/13

Forest Wagtail

4/5/13

Leanyer Sewage Ponds
Leanyer Sewage Ponds
South Alligator R floodplain
Channel Point

Observer/s
Gus Daly
Mick Jerram et al.
Mike Jarvis
John Rawsthorne

Numbers/comments
1; & subsequent sightings
1; first reported 7/3/13, still present
1; & 09‐05‐2013
100+

Near South Alligator R (Kakadu Hwy)
Luke Paterson
Palmerston
Gus Daly
1
Channel Point boat ramp
John Rawsthorne
1
Mary River Wilderness Lodge
Will Riddell
1
Boulder Creek, Kakadu NP
Rose River, Numbulwar

Luke Paterson
Marc Gardner

1

2
1

Boulder Creek, Kakadu NP
South Alligator R floodplain
Cassia Hill Walk, Simpsons Gap
Cassia Hill Walk, Simpsons Gap
Rose River, Numbulwar
Darwin Harbour

Luke Paterson
Peter Kyne
Many hundreds moving north
Peter Nunn
Peter Nunn
Marc Gardner
1
Chris Parker
2; presumably ship‐assisted
Peter Kyne &
Road to Bird Billabong
4
Micha Jackson
Near South Alligator R (Kakadu Hwy)
Luke Paterson
3; & 6 on 19/5/13
Will & Anne
First Australian mainland record;
Alice Springs
McCormack
still present 22/5/13
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

We’re not in Kansas anymore, Toto
Do you recognise this bird? No? I thought not.
This is a Forest Wagtail (Dendronanthus indicus),
normally inhabiting India and south‐east Asia.
But this particular specimen took a detour and
ended up in a backyard in Alice Springs. The bird
has become somewhat of a celebrity, with many
camera lenses pointed at it and most Australian
major newspapers covering the story.
But how and why did the bird get to Alice
Springs? And will it be able to return to its place
of origin? This is a great mystery.
Credit to Chris Watson (a very knowledgeable,
friendly and helpful birder in Alice Springs) for
the image, and for raising the profile of this story
and of birding in Central Australia in general.
Credit also to Anne and Will Cormack for sharing
their Alice Springs backyard with Australia’s
birders. Perhaps by the time this episode is
done, Anne may be wishing she never uttered
those fateful words, "William? I think there's a
funny bird in the garden."

Nature Territory, June 2013
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Recent literature about Top End natural history
FRESHWATER SYSTEMS & AQUATIC BIOLOGY
Compiled by Carla & Steve, with guest editor Erica Garcia
Tropical rivers & flows
Bartolo RE, van Dam RA, Bayliss P. 2012. Regional ecological risk assessment for Australia's tropical rivers: Application of the
relative risk model. Human and Ecological Risk Assessment 18: 16-46. [Daly River]
Chan TU, Hart BT, Kennard MJ, Pusey BJ, Shenton W, Douglas MM, Valentine E, Patel S. 2012. Bayesian network models for
environmental flow decision making in the Daly River, Northern Territory, Australia. River Research and Applications
28: 283-301.
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Literature summaries are on page 9
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Northern Territory Naturalist is now seeking contributions for the upcoming edition. The editor, Richard Willan is
particularly seeking short notes on aspects of Top End natural history, as observed by members. Don’t be put off by
the process‐ editorial assistance is available to turn your unusual observations into a published article. Contact the
editor richard.willan@nt.gov.au to discuss ideas.
Nature Territory, June 2013
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