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The pandanus‐dwelling Northern Dwarf Tree Frog Litoria bicolor is adversely affected by regular fire.
Alan Andersen’s talk (see p5) discusses other impacts of fire. Photo Tissa Ratnayeke.

CONTENTS
Club activities .. p2-3
Club notices .. p4
Fire management p5

Botanic Gardens p7

Interesting birds p10

Whistle while you work p8

Recent literature .. p9,11

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club activities
October meeting. Wednesday Oct 9, 7:45 PM. Blue 1.54 (Business Bldg.), CDU Casuarina.

Exploring the Northern safari circuit through Tanzania and Kenya
presented by Steve Popple
Earlier this year Steve & Carol Popple escaped from Humpty Doo and embarked on an organised safari through
some of the most popular tourist circuits of Tanzania and Kenya. Come on a journey with us through evocative
destinations including the Serengeti NP, Ngorongoro Crater, Tarangire NP, Mt Kenya NP, Amboseli NP and Lake
Nakuru NP. This circuit is a field naturalist’s dream with our group seeing over 450 species of bird, all of the Big 5
mammals, the mass migration of Wildebeest across the Serengeti, and up close encounters with an amazing array
of wildlife against a spectacular backdrop of African landscapes.

Steve is a keen photographer of wildlife and has assembled a presentation to tempt your taste buds to tackle that
long flight to the African continent for your next wildlife experience.
If you have ever wondered if an organised wildlife tour is for you and whether they offer the experiences you see
in their glossy brochures come and listen to this talk.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Can you tick three boxes
□ Have you been enjoying the talks given by our guest speakers.
□ Have you seen interesting birds, bugs and plants while out on a field trip.
□ Have you discovered news places to visit and explore.
If you ticked the above three boxes you are obviously benefiting from the wide selection of activities offered by
your club. Why not share your enthusiasm with a friend ‐ invite them to a meeting or field trip.
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October field trip. Sunday 20 October
***Note – a week later than the usual field trips***
It is that time of year again – the shorebirds or waders have arrived in Australia and are in good numbers in
Darwin. Waders breed in the northern hemisphere and undertake long‐distance migrations (some travel 11 000‐
kilometres non‐stop!) to arrive in the southern hemisphere for the summer season. These birds essentially follow
the high availability of food resources. During their non‐breeding season, the daily routines of coastal shorebirds
are dictated by tidal cycles. Lee Point beach is an important high tide roost‐site for thousands of migratory
shorebirds, right on the doorstep of Darwin.

Welcome to the Waders
FREE COMMUNITY EVENT
5pm, Sunday 20th October
Lee Point Beach, meet at the last car park

Please join us to learn about these exciting birds. Large flocks such as the above flock of knots (Photo Tissa Ratnayeke)
are regular at this time of year. You will have access to shorebird books and resources, binoculars and spotting scopes,
and a team of shorebird enthusiasts!
Contact Amanda Lilleyman on 0458 226 908 if you would like more information.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

2013 AGM Committee Election Results
Tida Nou took the chair as returning officer at the AGM. As the number of nominations received was the same as
the positions to be filled, no voting was required.
Tissa Ratnayeke was re‐elected as President, Peter Holbery as Secretary and Laurie Barrand the position of
Treasurer. Graham Brown, Mark Grubert, and Stuart Young were re‐elected as Committee members. We
welcome three new faces to the committee, Natalie Davis, Carla Eisemberg and Amanda Gibbs.
The club would like to thank outgoing committee members John Rawsthorne for his two year role as Treasurer,
Tida Nou for six or more years of service on the committee including a term as President and Jyoti (Choudhary)
Maggu who was club Public Officer.
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Club Notices
Thank you: The previous issue was proof read by Kim Rawsthorne and collated and mailed by Tissa Ratnayeke. It
was printed using equipment kindly made available by Delia Lawrie MLA at her Karama electoral office.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Tissa at
tissa@imprintdesign.com.au or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 8921 8226.
Deadline for the November newsletter: Friday 18 October.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Club library: The Club's journal and book collection is available to members. Lists of holdings can be found on
our web‐site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library. The library is housed in two sections:
Books, reports and CDs: can be accessed by contacting Peter Ebsworth on 0437 278 799.
Journals: in the office of Stuart Young at the Biodiversity Unit at Berrimah. These can be accessed by ringing
Stuart on 8995 5026 (w).
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Leanyer Ponds: Access to Leanyer Ponds is generally available after induction through PAWC (although see
notice on p10 below). To commence the induction process go to www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices
A key to the ponds may be obtained on payment of a $50 deposit. Only those who have undertaken the
induction and signed an indemnity can enter Leanyer Ponds.
Note that access to Leanyer Ponds is currently closed, but see note on page 10 for alternative viewing possibilities.
Bryan Baker has keys for the Alice Springs Sewage Ponds, available for collection in Darwin by members before
they head south. Bryan can be reached in Darwin on 8948 2196.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist: The Editorial Committee of the Club’s journal, the
Northern Territory Naturalist, has recently published issue no. 24. The journal
publishes works concerning any aspect of the natural history and ecology of the
Northern Territory or adjacent northern Australia, and may include Reviews, Research
Articles, Short Notes, Species Profiles and Book Reviews.
The Northern Territory Naturalist is a registered, peer‐reviewed journal (ISSN 0155‐
4093). Author instructions may be downloaded from our web‐site:
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal.
If possible, manuscripts should be submitted in digital form by email to
richard.willan@nt.gov.au. Manuscript editors are Drs Richard Willan, Anke Frank and
Sean Bellairs. Louis Elliott is the production editor.
Originals are available of most back issues, some are available as photocopies only,
and several recent issues are out‐of‐print but individual papers are available as pdfs.
The journal page of the Club’s web‐site has an order form for back issues. Free pdfs of papers from issue 18
(2005) onwards are available from the authors or by contacting Lou Elliott, email louis.elliott@nt.gov.au.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
Upcoming programme: 17 October Sue Guilfoyle “Propagation of Grevilleas by cutting”;
21 November Ian Morris “Allosyncarpia forests”
30 November “Coolalinga early wet season plant sale”
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Fire Management in Northern Australia: Biodiversity, Greenhouse
Gas Abatement and Indigenous Livelihoods
September club presentation given by Alan Andersen
Alan Andersen moved to CSIRO's Darwin offices in
1986 and initially conducted research at Kapalga in
Kakadu National Park. From the early 1990s fire
research was undertaken on Kapalga's savanna
landscape by CSIRO.

lower intensity than late dry season fires. There are
no crown fires in tropical savannas but treetop
leaves can be scorched and drop to the ground. The
recent trend towards more widespread, high
intensity, late dry season fires is affecting
biodiversity.
Tropical savannas cover 12 per cent of the earth's
land area and hold globally significant biodiversity,
as well as storing a large percentage of carbon.
However there is scope to store much more carbon.
Factors favouring this in northern Australia are the
large area, low population, effect on biodiversity
plus indigenous people living on the coast who want
stewardship of the land.

Fire has many values including ecological, economic
and for carbon management. Australia is the most
fire prone continent, especially the tropical savannas
where each region is burnt every year. In fact a
much greater area of northern Australia is subject to
regular fire, especially the higher rainfall areas, than
the south of the continent. Most fires are lit by
people and this has been the case for thousands of
years. Fires are a crucial part of aboriginal culture
and they have much experience in this area. The fire
regime of millennia was disrupted by European
colonisation. However indigenous people are still
keen to get back onto their lands to undertake
traditional stewardship, including fire management.

Images: recovery after an early dry season fire (left)
and late dry season fire (above) is different. Photos
Barbie McKaige
The CSIRO site at Kapalga covers 700 square
kilometres and is just west of the South Alligator
River. The fire research utilised four 20 square
kilometre sites which were burnt in four different
ways. These were: unburnt, early burning,
progressive burning and late burning. The
progressive burning ended up having the same
effect as late season burning. Although the late dry
season burns are of higher intensity than the earlier
dry season burns, the intensity must be understood
in the context of broader fire types.

Fire has been an important factor in shaping the
landscape for millions of years. Before human
settlement lightning was the cause of fires and this
would have meant most fires would have occurred
late in the dry season. Since humans generally
undertake burning earlier in the season, the timing
of fires has been significantly altered since the
arrival of humans. The timing of fire within a season
is important because early dry season fires are of
Comparative Fire Intensities:
 low intensity early dry season fire
500‐1,000 Fire Intensity Units
 high intensity late dry season fire
5,000‐8,000 Fire Intensity Units
 burning gamba grass
20,000 Fire Intensity Units
 south east Australian bushfires
>100,000 Fire Intensity Units
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Four lessons were learnt from the Kapalga fire
experiment.
1. Focus on the long term ‐ lizards had a high
mortality from late fires but population densities
were highest, presumably because of high habitat
suitability.
2. Savanna fauna is resilient ‐ grasshopper fauna
was surveyed to get baseline data before burning
and the species richness was the same after the five
years of burning ‐ but possibly species composition
altered. For other groups: of 11 species of frogs only
1 (Litoria bicolor) was adversely affected by fire; of
16 species of lizards only 5 were adversely affected
by fire; and of 25 species of birds only 4 were
adversely affected by fire.
3. Fire frequency rather than intensity often has
more impact on fauna, eg. Grass‐layer beetles were
not affected by fire intensity but were affected by
fire frequency ‐ broadly speaking frequent fires are
good for tropical savannas.
4. Frequent fire promotes diversity but intensity is
still important, e.g. for litter dwelling lizards, forest
passerine birds which require a mid‐storey and
raptors and kingfishers which benefit from a more
open environment, the various intensities will
benefit one or other of these groups.

There are winners and losers irrespective of the fire
regime. Small mammals are particularly sensitive to
high fire frequency. Fire seems to be exacerbating
small mammal declines that are driven primarily by
predation by cats. It would be interesting to know if
populations of dingos, which normally tend to keep
cat numbers under control, have been declining
recently.
With respect to the carbon economy and
greenhouse gases there are some aspects which are
quite well documented and recognised by the Kyoto
Protocol. For example it is known that methane and
Nature Territory, October 2013

nitrous oxide present in smoke contribute to 3 per
cent of Australia's greenhouse gas emissions from
tropical savannas.
The West Arnhem Land Fire Abatement (WALFA)
Project has received $1M pa from Conoco Phillips for
a 17‐year programme. This project has found that it
is possible to reduce carbon emissions by 30 per
cent through well‐managed burning. The project
has also found biodiversity can benefit, people
benefit from being back on their country and that it
can reduce fires from going into stone country and
consequently causing damage.
Over recent years the northern tropical savanna
appears to be a sink, not a source, of CO2. These
areas are capable of storing perhaps one tonne per
hectare per year. Although this is a low value, it is
compensated for by the vast area. The actual value
of sequestration is difficult to calculate, for instance
trees damaged by Cyclone Tracy are still growing and
need longer term studies. Further complexity is
added by the irregularity of the wet season in central
Queensland and the fact that cyclones may cause
carbon to be released. For example, Cyclone Monica
deforested 7,000 square kilometres, releasing 4
megatons of CO2.
Alan mentioned the Territory Wildlife Park
Experiment and the Tiwi Islands Carbon Study. On
the Tiwi Islands it was found that 100 tonnes per
hectare of carbon are stored. But if fires are
reduced from every 2‐3 years to every 4‐6 years four
times more carbon can be stored. Carbon polluters
could find offsets through burning projects which
benefit locals.

Images: above left an early dry season fire, above a
late season fire, notably more intense. Photos by
Barbie McKaige
Many thanks to Alan for a fascinating presentation. –
Peter Holbery
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Botanic Gardens Nocturnal Meanders, Sunday 15 September 2013
Mark de Kretser
On a balmy Sunday evening an intrepid band of ten field naturalists gathered in the Botanic Garden's top car park
under the watchful gaze of the roosting Magpie Geese, ready to explore the sights and sounds of the gardens. We
set off into the gloom with our odd assortment of torches (fortunately a couple of really good ones), led by
Graham in our search for the denizens of the darkness.
Our first stop was the massive communal web
of the dome weaving spiders and whatever
else could be found within it. The more willing
inhabitants apparently include other species
of spiders that hang around these webs
looking for a free meal. We also spotted a tata
lizard Amphibolurus sp. lounging along a
branch nearby trying to look inconspicuous. It
realised its cover was blown when a camera
was placed right in front of its nose and it
leapt away into the night.
Next up was a small pale frog, most likely
Litoria rothi perched very quietly in a bush and
being much less camera‐shy. We followed
Graham’s instructions to look for eye shine,
and suddenly started spotting spiders
everywhere, mostly ground dwelling hunstmen big and small, plus some wolf spiders. As we wandered further
along the paths, many flying foxes were spotted feasting on the palm fruit. There seemed plenty to go around,
but there was still a lot of squabbling to be heard.
A pair of gleaming eyes at the top of a palm tree caused some excitement. When better torches were brought to bear
they were found to belong to a Northern Brushtail Possum who seemed none too pleased to be disturbed by us.
The first of several cane toads prompted the inevitable ethical discussion about whether it should be humanely
(or inhumanely) despatched. As
no‐one had a plastic bag or a
freezer handy, we merely admired
its spectacular ugliness for a while
then moved on. The contrast with
the gorgeous green tree frog
nearby was stark.
The darkness seemed to enhance
our other senses and so we would
often wander into a fragrant floral
perfume cloud and try to guess its
origin. It was often a surprise that
the more intense aromas seemed
to come from plants with less
visually spectacular flowers. A
variety of sounds also surrounded
us, including the eerie shrieking of
Bush Stone Curlews. Alas, there
was no barking of owls or whirr of
nightjars.
In the darkest depths of the forest,
Images: top Green Tree Frog Litoria Caerulia; bottom female Huntsman spider
we admired a golden orb‐weaver
(Neosparassus sp.?) with egg sac. Photos Amanda Lilleyman
spider Nephila sp. and tried to
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coax golden reflections from its web, but to no avail. We wandered up the steps to the pond and admired the
night sky whilst watching the smaller micro bats as they hunted over the water. At last we meandered our way
back towards the entrance, having had a very pleasant and interesting time thanks to Graham’s expert guidance.
Hopefully, we can do it all again once the rains
have come and see another side to the nightlife of
the Gardens.

Images above: above Roth’s Tree Frog Litoria rothi; right A
wolf spider Lycosa sp. Photos Amanda Lilleyman
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

A Tern for the Worse
Tissa Ratnayeke
Knuckey Lagoons Conservation Reserve must be one of Darwin's treasured
habitats. Situated only 15 minutes drive from the CBD this is a wonderful
location to view most of the Top End's waterbird species.
It's always peaceful here and a place I visit often, being less than five
minutes journey from my home. The evening of Thursday 19 September
was one of these occasions.
The usual assortment of birds was present; whistling kites, pelicans, black‐
necked stork, ducks, grebe, jacana, magpie geese and darter to name a few,
plus a lone Whiskered Tern patrolling the length and occasionally diving
into the largest of the waterholes, Snipe Lagoon.
It occurred to me that there had been an interruption to the regular passing
of the tern, so I looked over my shoulder to discover it had ditched near the
edge of the water and seemed to be floundering in its attempts to become
airborne.
I swung my camera around to record the action and as I did so a Whistling
Kite gently glided in, grasped the tern by its head and flew off to a nearby
tree.
On my way back to the car I detoured by the tree, under which I found a
few white feathers. While looking through the leaf litter for other remains I
came across the upper beak only, the head (including skull) had been eaten.
Images left: a Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus flounders and then is captured
by a Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus. Photos by Tissa Ratnayeke
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RECENT LITERATURE SUMMARIES - continued from page 11
Mangrove birds
Mohd‐Azlan (2011) surveyed mangrove patches around Darwin, including sites at Rapid Creek, Casuarina Coastal
Reserve, East Point, Ludmilla and Charles Darwin National Park. The number of species in a patch was not related
to the size of the patch, but rather surrounding habitat was important, with patches surrounded by monsoon
rainforest supporting the most bird species. In addition to mangrove specialists, lots of other birds were visitors to
the mangroves, including various honeyeaters, doves and finches, and Orange‐footed Scrubfowl, Rainbow Bee‐
eater and Magpie‐lark.
Mohd‐Azlan et al. (2012) looked into which bird species are indicative of specific mangrove zones. Species with
the highest indicator value were as follows (mangrove zone in brackets): Mangrove Gerygone (Avicennia), Large‐
billed Gerygone (Bruguiera), Yellow White‐eye (Ceriops), Green‐backed Gerygone (Lumnitzera), Shining Flycatcher
(Rhizophora), Striated Heron (Sonneratia) and Rainbow Bee‐eater (mangrove fringe). I am not sure how well this
tallies with the observations of birdwatchers in Darwin, but something to consider next time you are wading
through the mud of the mangroves.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Bower decorations
Katsuno et al. (2013) looked at the decorations used by the Great Bowerbird near Darwin. They found that
'Decorations mainly comprised snail shells, stones, pieces of glass, and cycad fruits. The colours of most
decorations were white, grey or green. Red materials, preferred in eastern populations of the species, were
seldom found in these bowers.' Apparently the placement of different coloured objects also conforms to a
distinct pattern in relation to the bower platform, and when decorations were removed by the researchers, the
bowerbirds 'placed the decorations of different colours back again in a configuration similar to that present
before removal.' Perhaps additional experiments will further elucidate the aesthetic sense of bowerbirds.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Nightstalk is back
Did you participate in Perth Zoo’s annual nationwide Night Stalk spotlight survey in 2012? If you did, then you
were one of more than 1600 people who braved the dark with torches in hand to search for native animals in
their local area. 2012 was a very successful year for Night Stalk with 600 more people than the previous year
stepping out under the stars to help gather data on the state of Australia’s native wildlife. Nearly 80 surveys came
back to the Zoo, an increase from about 50 the previous year. More schools, community groups and local councils
took part in 2012 and there was also a greater interest from the eastern states, particularly Victoria and the
Northern Territory. About 60% of the participants were West Australians.
Night Stalk is easy, fun and something everyone can do. All you need is a torch and a copy of the Spotter’s Log.
Choose a night or number of nights between 1 September and 16 October and spotlight in your local
forest/bushland. Record all of the mammals, birds, reptiles and frogs that you find and then post, fax or
email your Spotter’s Log to Perth Zoo for collating.
Night Stalk is a great way to become involved in community conservation action and to learn about our native
animals, their habitat and their threats. See http://www.perthzoo.wa.gov.au/act/night‐stalk/ for more info.
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Interesting bird sightings
25 August to 25 September 2013
Compiled by Micha Jackson and Peter Kyne
Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds
forum (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern
Territory (http://www.eremaea.com/ ) and from correspondences with birdwatchers. Bird names follow the IOC
world checklist.
Species

Date

Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds
Asian Dowitcher
6/9/13
Broad‐billed Sandpiper
6/9/13
Broad‐billed Sandpiper
11/9/13
Hoary‐headed Grebe
22/9/13
Little Egret (nom. race)
6/9/13
Long‐toed Stint
20/9/13
Maned Duck
22/9/13
Oriental Plover
7/9/13
Oriental Plover
23/9/13
Oriental Pratincole
19/9/13
Red Knot
20/9/13
Birds Of Prey
Black Falcon
25/8/13
~
25/8/13
~
27/8/13
~
21/9/13
Rufous Owl
20/9/13
Other Non‐Passerines
Black‐chinned Honeyeater
21/9/13
Forest Wagtail
1/9/13
Gouldian Finch
21/9/13
Northern (Crested) Shriketit
25/8/13
Northern (Crested) Shriketit
21/9/13

Location

Observer/s

Numbers/comments

East Arm Wharf
Palmerston Sewage Ponds
East Arm Wharf
Bird Billabong
Palmerston Sewage Ponds
Alice Springs Sewage Ponds
Bird Billabong
Nighcliff rocks
Alice Springs Sewage Ponds
West Alligator region, KNP
Alice Springs Sewage Ponds

Amanda Lilleyman et al.
Gus Daly et al.
Amanda Lilleyman
Bryan Baker et al.
Gus Daly et al.
Chris Watson
Bryan Baker et al.
Gus Daly
Chris Watson
Luke Paterson et al.
Chris Watson

1; ++ up to 3
1
6
2
1
1
1
15
1
1
1

Holmes Jungle
Near Leanyer Water Park
Knuckeys Lagoon
Central Arnhem Hwy
Howard Springs

Will Riddell
Will Riddell
Will Riddell
Marc Gardner
Gus Daly

1
2
1
2
1

Central Arnhem Hwy
Alice Springs
Central Arnhem Hwy
Near Barra Lodge, Arnhemland
Central Arnhem Hwy

Marc Gardner
Chris Watson
Marc Gardner
Belinda Rafton & Bill Lowe
Marc Gardner

8
bird first reported 4/5/13
30+
2
3

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

No, not an Australian bird: This is a
Speke’s Weaver Ploceus spekei, an
East African songbird
photographed by Steve Popple,
part of the array of wildlife that
will be on show in his October
meeting presentation.

Leanyer Ponds Access
Leanyer sewage treatment ponds provide a world class birding destination, and many a rarity has shown its face
there over the years. Currently the ponds are closed to birders due to on‐site works. It is possible to access the
ponds and view birds through the southern fence by walking through Leanyer swamp, eg from Hodgson Drive, but
to avoid inadvertent trespass, birders that walk in to the ponds are asked not to walk around the fence beyond
the southern fence itself. The walk through Leanyer swamp is very pleasant in the right conditions, although the
normal provisos for due care apply, eg beware insects, crocodiles, wild dogs, dehydration, snakes and sunburn. If
you survive all of this, then Happy Birding!
Nature Territory, October 2013
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Recent literature about Top End natural history
AVIFAUNA
Mangrove and shore birds

Compiled by Carla & Steve

Mohd-Azlan J, Lawes MJ. 2011. The effect of the surrounding landscape matrix on mangrove bird community assembly in north
Australia. Biological Conservation 144: 2134-2141.
Harrington G, Murphy S. 2013. In the line of fire… Australian Birdlife June 2013 [Carpentarian Grasswren]
Lilleyman A. 2012. The Need for Undisturbed High-tide Roosts for Migratory Shorebirds in Darwin. Honours Thesis, Charles
Darwin University, Darwin.
Mohd-Azlan J, Noske RA, Lawes MJ. 2012. Avian species-assemblage structure and indicator bird species of mangroves in the
Australian monsoon tropics. Emu 112: 287-297.
Noske RA, Mulyani YA, Lloyd P. 2013. Nesting beside old nests, but not over water, increases current nest survival in a tropical
mangrove-dwelling warbler. Journal of Ornithology 154: 517-523. [Large-billed Gerygone]

Wrens - Maluridae
Dowling JL, Webster MS. 2013. The form and function of duets and choruses in Red-backed Fairy-wrens. Emu 113: 282-293.
[includes spectrogram of a duet]
Joseph L, Edwards SV, McLean AJ. 2013. The Maluridae: inferring avian biology and evolutionary history from DNA sequences.
Emu 113: 195-207. [includes Red-backed & Purple-crowned Fairy-wren and Grasswrens]
Skroblin A, Legge S. 2012. Influence of fine-scale habitat requirements and riparian degradation on the distribution of the
purple-crowned fairy-wren (Malurus coronatus coronatus) in northern Australia. Austral Ecology 37: 874-884.

Miscellaneous
Eguchi K, Yamaguchi N, Ueda K, Noske RA. 2013. The effects of nest usurpation and other interference by the Blue-faced
Honeyeater on the reproductive success of the Grey-crowned Babbler. Emu 113: 77-83.
Garnett S, Franklin D, Ehmke G, VanDerWal J, Hodgson L, Pavey C, Reside A, Welbergen J, Butchart S. 2013. Climate change
adaptation strategies for Australian birds. National Climate Change Adaption Research Facility.
Katsuno Y, Eguchi K, Noske RA. 2013. Preference for, and spatial arrangement of, decorations of different colours by the Great
Bowerbird Ptilonorhynchus nuchalis nuchalis. Australian Field Ornithology 30: 3-13.
Kyne P, Dostine P. 2011. Birds. In: Aquatic Biodiversity in Northern Australia. Patterns, threats and future. (ed. B.J. Pusey.)
Charles Darwin University Press, Darwin.
Jackson MV, Kyne PM. 2013. Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica in the Northern Territory. Northern Territory Naturalist 24:
55-60.
Kyne PM. 2013. First record of Spotted Whistling Duck Dendrocygna guttata for the Northern Territory. Northern Territory
Naturalist 24: 50-54.
Kyne PM, Jackson MV. 2013. An insectivorous Australian Pratincole Stiltia isabella diversifies its diet. Northern Territory
Naturalist 24: 61-64.
Pizzey G, Knight F, Pizzey S. 2012. The Field Guide to the Birds of Australia. 9th edition. Harper Collins.
Reynolds SJ. 2013. Habitat associations of birds at Manton Dam, Northern Territory. Northern Territory Naturalist 24: 33-49.
Vanderduys EP, Kutt AS, Perry JJ, Perkins GC. 2012. The composition of mixed-species bird flocks in northern Australian
savannas. Emu 112: 218-226. [North Queensland savannas]
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Babbler nests
As part of their continuing work on cooperative breeding in the Grey‐crowned Babbler Eguchi et al. (2013) report
on Blue‐faced Honeyeaters taking over Babbler nests. Apparently in Australia 'no fewer than 80 species are
known to appropriate old or fresh nests of other species' and the Blue‐faced Honeyeater is the best known
offender. The authors often observed Blue‐faced Honeyeaters inteferring with or usurping Babbler nests, and
'never observed Honeyeaters building their own nests'. Although it did not happen that often (27 of 310 nests
were usurped), it does seem to affects breeding success in the Babblers. It also seems that the numerous domed
nests of Babblers (which are used for breeding and roosting) are used by other species, so that Double‐barred
Finches use the nests for breeding, and 'Masked Finches, Pied Butcherbirds, friarbirds (Philemon spp.) and Great
Bowerbirds have been observed visiting Babbler nests only to steal nesting materials'.
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More literature summaries are on page 9

Northern Territory Naturalist is now seeking contributions for the next edition. The editor is particularly
seeking short notes on aspects of Top End natural history, as observed by members. Don’t be put off by the
process‐ editorial assistance is available to turn your unusual observations into a published article. Contact the
editor richard.willan@nt.gov.au to discuss ideas.
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