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Club activities
November meeting. Wednesday November 14, 7:45 PM. Blue 1.14 (Business Bldg.), CDU
Casuarina.

Greg Miles
The Conservation Crisis in Kakadu National Park
and what can be done about it
Most of us are aware that there is something serious and mysterious killing our wildlife right now. The inexorable
spread of invasive species and distorted fire regimes are taking their toll. But the mystery is that the damage
being done seems to be greater than the sum of those parts. So what is to be done about it? New methods do
exist, but it is mainly only the private sector
adopting them.
Greg Miles (pictured right, with a now‐rare
King Brown snake) argues that despite the
goodwill of the staff involved, formal
Government conservation organisations ‐
coupled with their antiquated laws and
policies ‐ are becoming part of the problem.
The downward spiral of so many of our
precious wildlife species – and not just small
mammals ‐ is happening so fast that
Government conservation agencies appear to
be unable to respond in any meaningful way.
To illustrate this Greg has taken a close look at
how Australia’s peak nature conservation
agency has reacted to wildlife declines. Parks
Australia is a federal body, which manages a
suite of national parks around our country ‐
with Kakadu and Uluru being the most famous.
Kakadu is at the epicenter of northern
Australia’s wildlife declines despite being
(probably) Australia’s best‐funded park.
After working in Kakadu as a Chief Ranger and
unofficial park naturalist for more than 20
years, Greg is in the box seat to examine the
nature conservation trajectory of Kakadu over
time. He is now retired at Humpty Doo, but spends a lot of time travelling in pursuit of his new role as a “wildlife
conservation strategist”.
Greg’s talk promises to be as controversial and thought provoking as it is richly illustrated.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

December meeting: To be advised
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
November meeting: Peter Ebsworth, A glimpse of West Papua, 15 November
Nature Territory, November 2012
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Club activities
November field trip. Saturday 17 November 9am.
A visit to Jasmine Jan and Mark Brown's bush block and billabong at 75 Herring Road Lambells Lagoon.
We have been invited by Top End Native Plant Society to join them on their field trip to this 105 acres of bushland
with its diverse array of vegetation types including open woodland, wet woodland , floodplain, paperbark forest
(seasonally inundated for about 9 months of the year) and remnant monsoon forest.

Buckley Rd

Stuart Hwy

The billabong becomes a refuge for waterbirds towards the end of the dry season as other areas start to dry up.
Bird species of note that have been recorded on the property include: Rainbow Pitta, Black‐tailed Treecreeper,
Barking Owl, Barn Owl, Owlet Nightjar, Pacific Baza, Channel‐billed
Cuckoo, Royal Spoonbill, Green Pygmy Goose, Plumed Whistling
Duck, Pelican, Black‐necked Stork, Little Black Cormorant, Pied
Arnhem Hwy
Cormorant, Darter, Shining Flycatcher, Azure, Forest & Sacred
Kingfisher, Pheasant Coucal, White‐throated Honeyeater, Red‐
backed Fairy‐wren, Egrets, Herons, Magpie Goose, Partridge
Rd
Pigeon.
H ill

Herring Rd

The owners have built a tropical design Studio/Gallery space which
sits on the edge of the paperbark forest. The gardens around the
house have been landscaped using a combination of exotic and
native plantings and artworks from a number of local artists are on
display throughout the gardens around the main residence.

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was edited by John Rawsthorne, proof‐read by Tissa Ratnayeke and collated
and mailed by Anne Highfield. It was printed using equipment kindly made available by Delia Lawrie MLA at her
Karama electoral office.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Tissa at
tissa@imprintdesign.com.au or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 8921 8226.
Deadline for the December newsletter: Friday 23 November.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Club library: The Club's journal and book collection is available to members. Lists of holdings can be found on
our web‐site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library. The library is housed in two sections:
Books, reports and CDs: at the medical clinic of Dr. Lyn Reid in the Rapid Creek Business Village. This can be
accessed directly between 9 AM and 2:30 PM Tuesday to Thursday, and 4–6 PM on Tuesday, or indirectly by
phoning Lyn at work on 8985 3250.
Journals: in the office of Stuart Young at the Biodiversity Unit at Berrimah. These can be accessed by ringing
Stuart on 8995 5026 (w).
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Leanyer Ponds: Access to Leanyer Ponds is generally available after induction through PAWC. To commence
the induction process go to https://www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices. A key to the ponds
may be obtained on payment of a $50 deposit. Only those who have undertaken the induction and signed an
indemnity can enter Leanyer Ponds.
Bryan Baker has keys for the Alice Springs Sewage Ponds, available for collection in Darwin by members before
they head south. Bryan can be reached in Darwin on 8948 2196.
Nature Territory, November 2012
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Club notices
Northern Territory Naturalist: The Editorial Committee of the Club’s journal, the
Northern Territory Naturalist, is now finalising manuscripts for issue no. 24. The
journal publishes works concerning any aspect of the natural history and ecology of the
Northern Territory or adjacent northern Australia, and may include Reviews, Research
Articles, Short Notes, Species Profiles and Book Reviews.
The Northern Territory Naturalist is a registered, peer‐reviewed journal (ISSN 0155‐
4093). Author instructions may be downloaded from our web‐site:
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal.
If possible, manuscripts should be submitted in digital form by email to
michael.braby@nt.gov.au. Manuscript editors are Drs Michael Braby, Lynda Prior and
Anke Frank. Louis Elliott is the production editor.
Originals are available of most back issues, some are available as photocopies only, and
several recent issues are out‐of‐print but individual papers are available as pdfs. The journal page of the Club’s
web‐site has an order form for back issues. Free pdfs of papers from issue 18 (2005) onwards are available from
the authors or by contacting Lou Elliott, email louis.elliott@nt.gov.au.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Call for Sightings: Pacific (Fork-tailed) Swift
Mike Tarburton
Pacific Swifts (Apus pacificus) (formerly known as Fork‐tailed Swifts) are an enigmatic creature in the Australian
context. They are a summer migrant to Australia, and appear in all states, sometimes in huge numbers. Mike
Tarburton records and collates sightings (including reports on NT Birds) of these and other swifts from across
Australia as a means of understanding population changes and movements. Each year Mike publishes a short
article setting out sightings. Below is an extract from Mike’s report for 2011/12 summer.
The 2011/12 season’s reports of Pacific Swifts are 50 more than last years. Again the first report was from WA.
Robyn Pickering saw 2+ on 31st Aug in a suburb of Perth. Jess Campbell reported an undefined number at Mt
Seaview in NSW 15th Sept. These first two sightings were very early and well south for first sightings. However,
recent work using geolocators on Common Swifts have shown that they will travel more than 300 km in 24 hours,
and do not always fly together or along the same route. This means almost anything is possible with an Apus and
we depend on observers making valid identifications. Bob Green saw 15 at Redden Island near Cairns 2nd Oct.
Elizabeth Shaw saw three at Jerilderie, NSW 6th Oct.
Three days later the first (2) were seen in the NT. David
Webb saw them at Black Jungle, just 5 days before Bas
Hensen saw one near Leanyer. A group of 500 was seen near
Tennant Creek, by Kevin Stracey 2th Nov. The fascinating
thing was that no large flocks were seen at all in WA or SA.
However, numbers started to build in Qld. Martin Cachard
estimated 3,000 birds near Cairns on Christmas Day, with a
thousand still there three days later. John Grant saw 1,000 at
Wonga Beach on 29th Jan & Chris Armstrong saw 9,000 at
Undara on 3rd & 4th of Feb. The largest group seen in Qld was
seen SE of Townsville on 26 Jan. Birdlife Townsville members
were in three vehicles participating in a co‐ordinated wader
count when they all started being distracted by scores of
Pacific Swift (Apus pacificus). Photo Don Hadden
thousands of FTS. Len Ezzy co‐ordinated their observations
made over 45‐50 sq. km. Len & Chris Ezzy, Janet Robino, Peter Valentine, & John & Christine Stewart, estimated
they saw 215,000 FTS. This is 125,000 more than any other estimate I have record of in Australia.
Such a large group in Qld does explain the paucity of sightings from WA, SA, Vic and for most of the season the
NT. Such a large flock also tells us that there are a lot of FTS flying around Australia that never enter our note
books or statistics. Even though I went looking for FTS in four states this season, I only found them in Qld.
Nature Territory, November 2012
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Ecology of Mosquitoes and Midges in the Top End
Report on Bill Pettit’s October meeting presentation
Everyone loves to hate mosquitoes and midges,
particularly if you live in the Top End. This was evidenced
by the extended Q and A session at the end of Bill Pettit’s
very authoritative presentation on two of the most pesky
bugs in the Darwin area. These are the northern salt
marsh mosquito (Aedes vigilax), and the biting midges
(genus Culicoides, in particular the mangrove biting
midge, sp. ornatus) which I and many others have
erroneously called sandflies.
This is possibly the only Field Nats Club presentation
which addressed means of avoiding or eliminating wildlife
rather than trying to find
and observe it!
Bill is a medical
entomologist with the
Medical Entomology Unit
at the NT Health
Department’s Centre for
Disease Control. He has
been with the unit since
2004 and has been
actively involved in
Dengue control programs
in East Timor and
Tennant Creek.
There are many species
of mosquito, 9 of which
are common in the Top
End. The salt marsh
mosquito is regarded as
the greatest pest because
of its potential to emerge
in plague numbers and its
aggressive biting habits
both night and day. This
mosquito is also a vector
for Ross River virus and
Barmah Forest virus
which infect a significant
number of Territorians
each year.

Ross Trevena
Without regular aerial spraying (timed to the breeding
cycle) Darwin would have a massive problem.
There are at least 35 species of midge in northern
Australia. The mangrove biting midge is the most
aggressive and the most quickly dispersed on hatching,
and it can readily pass through standard flyscreens. The
primary breeding areas for ornatus are the upper reaches
of tidal creeks, with Sadgroves and Reichardt Creeks being
prime sites (hence Bill’s aversion to real estate in the
Bayview area) and they can be a pest within 2 kms of
breeding localities. Highest trap numbers seem to
correlate with mangrove
pneumatophore density.
CO2 traps collect on
average 15,000‐25,000
midges per trap night at
peak times in these areas.
Biting midges are not
disease carriers in Australia
but scratching the bites may
lead to secondary infection.

Above: Culicoides ornatus (mangrove biting midge). Below:
Some shapes and forms of “the solution”.

Aedes vigilax numbers
can vary from season to
season depending on the
amount and timing of rain relative to tides. The worst
time in Darwin is usually Oct ‐ Dec after king tides but
they can be a problem from the mid dry season. Numbers
are greatest in dense forest within 2 kms of breeding
sites. Aedes vigilax has a rapid life cycle, from egg
through larval and pupa stages to adult in only 7 days.
The female is the bloodsucker.
Bill noted that the major breeding area between the
northern suburbs and Shoal Bay is huge and extremely
productive and this is the focus for control programs.
Nature Territory, November 2012

Listening to the
presentation and reading
the handouts I was
impressed at how much we
know about the lifecycle of
these insects, but no‐one
asked the age old question:
do these insects serve any
useful purpose? The
standard answer that larvae
and adults are prey for
myriad organisms up the
food chain seems
unconvincing. Clearly hatch
numbers completely swamp
any predator control even
in bad (for the bugs)
seasons!

The Medical Entomology
Unit maintains an excellent
and handy website which
includes calendars setting
out the danger times for
mosquito and midge numbers in relation to Darwin
Harbour tides. The website also contains information on
the various self protection measures available (including a
nifty belt clip‐on device not yet available in Australia) and
Bill gave a good overview of the pros and cons of each
during his presentation.
The Links page on the club's website can be used to
access Department of Health's PDFs of calendars for biting
midges and salt marsh mosquito plague periods
https://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/links
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Litchfield Nightstalk and Survey
Trip report on our club excursion to Litchfield NP, 12‐14 October
Jon Clark
The NT Field Nats were invited down for ‘birdathon’ round 2 with a similar goal to the weekend in Aug 2011 to get
some counts for the birds and other mammals in the park. Driving into Litchfield the first thing we noticed was
how green it was; there had been 130mm of rain over the last few weekends.
Litchfield park ranger Sean
Webster played host to us at the
private SIG camp again. He set out
mammal traps around the camp
on both Friday and Saturday
evenings and these caught the
same Grassland Melomys
(Melomys burtoni) both nights.
Sean pointed out a few of the
characteristics of this Melomys,
like it’s prehensile, mosaic‐scaled
tail over breakfast.
There was a good turnout of
members, with 8 of us arriving on
Friday and another couple arriving
Saturday. There was a bit of
concern about the overnight
temperatures at this point in the
build up but conditions turned out
to be very pleasant.

Above: Sean Webster shows a Grassland Melomys (Melomys burtoni) to appreciative
Field Natters at the SIG Facility. Below: Roth’s (Northern Laughing) Tree Frog (Litoria
rothii) at Florence Falls during the Nightstalk. Photos Alison Worsnop

On the Saturday people went off
and did their own thing in
different parts of the park. A group of us went down to Sandy Creek and across some of the termite covered flood
plains south of there. Besides the wildlife and the spectacular waterfalls we had been given a tip on where to find
a giant 7m termite mound that we unfortunately failed to find.

The highlight for most people this visit was a ‘Nightstalk’ organized by NT Parks and Wildlife. We split into 2 groups
of about 10 and did opposite circuits of the Florence Falls/Shady Creek walk. The ‘Nightstalk’ was open to the
general public through the NT Parks and Wildlife Facebook page and some folks came down from Darwin
especially for the event. Both groups saw a few Short‐eared rock wallabies (Petrogale brachyotis) and one group
saw a family of Pale Field Rats (Rattus tunneyi) that
Sean is hoping to confirm by laying a trap sometime
soon. We also spotted a male Shining Flycatcher
(Myiagra alecto) roosting in a tree; it always
amazes me how docile the diurnal birds are at
night. There were a couple of sightings of cicadas
exiting their pupas as well as two frog sightings. A
Roth's Tree Frog or Northern Laughing Tree Frog
(Litoria rothii) was on the rockwall just at the side of
the Florence Falls swim hole and up above the falls
we saw a Watjulum Frog (Litoria watjulumensis).
Other notable sightings included a praying mantis, a
centipede, lots of spiders and a couple of Common
Crow butterflies (Euploea core) resting. Finally I was
happy to see a dragonfly that was new to me, a
Water Prince (Hydrobasileus brevistylus).
Nature Territory, November 2012
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For those of you on Facebook, Michael Barritt who joined us was busy taking photos that he posts on the NT Parks
and Wildlife Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/ntparksandwildlife that he maintains. He does a very cool
feature where he posts different photos of places, flora and fauna in the NT, sometimes rather obscure ones, and
asks people to guess what they are.
This was another very enjoyable weekend down at the SIG campground in Litchfield. A huge thanks again to
Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife and Sean Webster for inviting us down as well as all the members of NT Field
Nats who helped organise the weekend.

What (Wattle) in the World?
Don Franklin
Wattles set the Australian bush alight with gold. They
grow vigorously in harsh and desolate places, germinate
with disturbance and fix nitrogen in the wastelands we
create. They provide structure for the woodland
understory and habitat and food for insects and birds.

addition, a survey map to locate the named but obscure
creek, detailed threatened species notes on the internet,
a bit of ecological deduction, and a two‐hour search. But
there it was, in the once‐dozed ground 2 m off a gravel
road that I had driven along a number of times before.
Even then I almost walked past it; "shrub" is altogether
too generous a word. A large specimen has 3 or four
branches from the base, themselves not or scarcely
branched again and reaching no more than 40 cm up or
spreading out across the ground. The phyllodes (‘leaves’)
are about 15 mm long and 5 mm wide, softly hairy and
with an oblique soft point. It being July and with the
annual dry beginning to bite, they were covered with dust
from the road.
I noted 25 plants scattered over 100 m, a few a little
further from the road where scree had accumulated when
the road was cut into a steep hillside decades ago. That's
not bad out of a world population thought to be no more
than 500. Though it was reputedly peak flowering season,
I could find no flowers and only two plants had a few
flower buds rather well hidden at the stem tips.

They form dense rainforest groves in western Tasmania,
and vast shrublands in the semi‐arid interior. They even
feature on our national coat of arms – in gloriously
golden flower, of course.

I returned a month later in the hope of finding flowers.
The two budded plants then had between them a few
spent flower heads, more buds still waiting development
– and one open flower head which, at a mere 2.5 mm in
diameter, I almost overlooked. Call that a wattle?

So what do you make of a wattle with purple
flowers? Tiny purple flower‐heads at that, and on a
plant so insignificant and lacking in vigour you could
step on it and not notice, that is so rare you can
hardly expect to find it, and yet which grows almost
exclusively on disturbed roadsides and mine sites.
When I realised that the Purple‐flowered Wattle
(Acacia purpureopetala) occurred almost in my
backyard, I had to seek it out. OK; it’s the proverbial
Aussie backyard and rather large – I mean 20 km
away.
The small mining town of Irvinebank, tucked away
down a dusty back road in dry eucalypt forest at the
base of the delightfully‐named Mt Misery in north
Above and left: Acacia purpureopetala; photos Don Franklin*
Queensland, claims to be the home of the Purple‐
*Sadly, the October quiz was not correctly answered. No reader
flowered Wattle. The town’s tourist brochure, available at
was able to combine the clues based on the plant ID and
the sole hotel that also serves as general store,
distribution and knowledge of location of our recently relocated
accommodation and tourist information centre, gave me
members to figure out who took the above left photo.
the first clue to the plant’s whereabouts. It took, in
Nature Territory, November 2012
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Birds of a feather?
Denise Goodfellow
As my brother Bruce Richardson recently wrote ‘when birders travel to new areas, there are target birds, and there are target
birds. And then there are Gouldian Finches, arguably the most beautiful finches in the world’. In August Bruce, his wife, Lynn,
and an American birding couple, visited the Northern Territory for the first time and wanted very much to see this gorgeous
bird.
But the Gouldian Finches (Erythrura gouldiae) proved elusive. I knew of many places as a result of past biological surveys and
research for my bird books. But the water level was still too high in many of their favourite drinking areas, and either feeding
areas had not been burnt allowing the birds access to seed on the ground, or the grass had been burnt off too long ago and
the seed had vanished, or the fire was too hot and the seed had been destroyed.
The last place we had time to visit was in the
Fountainhead area where I’d found Gouldian Finches
previously. There was still water in the eroded
creekline, but it was the middle of the afternoon; not
the best time to look for these delightful little birds.
We walked in, Bruce armed with camera and gigantic
lens.
In a small tree amid the dead branches of a large
mistletoe I spotted Long‐tailed and Masked finches,
and then our target, Gouldians. The Gouldians were
all black‐faced and included two males, a female and
an immature. A few Peaceful Doves (Geopelia
placida) completed the peaceful scene.

Above: An unusual interspecies interaction; Peaceful Dove and
Gouldian Finch mutually preening. Photo Bruce Richardson

As we peered into the centre of the tree, Bruce and I
noticed a male Gouldian and a Peaceful Dove perched
side by side, their feathers ruffled, and heads close
together. To our astonishment it seemed they were
preening each other. As we watched the Gouldian
raised a wing and held it up. Although we couldn’t see
the next move clearly it appeared that the dove was
preening under the finch’s wing. Next the Gouldian
buried its head in the Peaceful Dove’s plumage. We
watched this behaviour for several minutes and there
was no mistaking what they were doing.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Kimberley camping with the Clarcias
Jon Clark
As a foreigner in the Top End I feel privileged to be living in such a beautiful place
with such high biodiversity. Our family, my wife Erica Garcia and our 18 month old
son, Miguel, recently did a road trip from Broome back to Darwin through the
Kimberley region. The 2 weeks we had was certainly too short and we hope to
return!
On the quick drive to Broome along the Victoria Highway there were plenty of
Wedgetail Eagles, Black‐breasted Buzzards and Black‐shouldered Kites. Close to
Fitzroy Crossing is Geike Gorge National Park and the boat trips there are a
worthwhile stop for anyone travelling past that way.
Once in Broome we had Roebuck Bay on our doorstep, it has the greatest diversity
of shorebird species of any site on the planet and around 150,000 of these birds
visit annually. A must visit for any ‘birdo’ in the area. From Broome we headed up
to Derby and began the notorious Gibb River Road. Any trip on this road does need
some serious preparation but many improvements have been made to it over
recent years. The majority of the road into Winjana Gorge on the western side and
El Questro on the eastern side is now paved.
Nature Territory, November 2012
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Once you arrive in the
Kimberley one of the first
things you notice are the
fantastic Boab trees
(Adansonia gregorii)
endemic to here and
western NT. Each one
having a unique shape, some
fat, some thin, some
twisting around each other,
some up to 1500 years old
and some occasionally
functioning as a jail.
Our first stop on the Gibb
was Windjana Gorge. Inside
the gorge there is a great
walk with plenty of wildlife
spotting opportunities that
are supported by the
permanent water holes. The
number of Freshwater
Above: Pentecost River crossing at sunset; below: a Great Bowerbird at bower, Windjana
Crocodiles here (Crocodylus
Gorge; previous page Rock Wallaby and joey at Lake Argyle. Photos Jon Clark
johnstoni) is markedly
different to what we’re used to in the NT, we saw 20
not very developed but has a couple of fantastic short walks,
together in close proximity in shallow parts of the
one that takes you past the beehive rock formations and to the
waterholes.
impressive Cathedral Gorge. Other hikes take you into Mini
Tunnel Creek is just a short drive down the road.
Palm Valley, filled with Livistona Palms, or you can cool off in
Armed with a torch you can walk 750m through a
Echidna Chasm where the walls are 1m apart in some places.
tunnel with great rock formations including stalactites
The landscape around the Bungles is spinifex country and it is in
and stalagmites. The tunnel is also home to plenty of
a transition zone between the arid desert environments to the
bats, olive pythons and we were told those red eyes we
south and the monsoon savannah environments to the north.
saw were freshwater crocodiles!
The plateau and the domes are sandstone but protected with a
fragile partial outer crust of cyanobacteria (the black bands in
You don’t have to drive too far along the Gibb before
the rock) that are single‐celled organisms that represent some
you arrive at one fantastic gorge after another replete
of the oldest life‐forms on earth. For those brave enough you
with waterfalls, waterholes and other fantastic wildlife
can take a helicopter flight over the park (the 30 min flight we
viewing opportunities. I’m not too sure if it’s a lack of
took was well worth it!) or do a 2 day to 2 week hike into
cane toads but just about every place we arrived at had
Piccaninny Creek, the deepest gorge in the park.
a resident Mertens' Water Monitor (Varanus mertensi).
We enjoyed Bell Gorge and Manning Gorge round about
the halfway point close to the Mt. Barnett Roadhouse.
There were of course numerous great bird sightings
along the way. Quite a few lifers for us, but one of the
places we didn’t have time to visit was Mornington
Sanctuary. This is about 80kms off the Gibb and has
over 200 reported species of bird as well as other
diverse wildlife. We did meet people heading that way
to participate in an annual Gouldian Finch survey.
At the eastern end of the Gibb is El Questro. A
1,000,000 acre station that has well developed facilities
but still has the rugged sandstone ranges, gorges,
waterfalls and wildlife that are found along the rest of
the Gibb. For those who need to relax their muscles
there is Zebedee Springs, a permanent thermal spring
surrounded by Livistona palm trees.
For me the highlight of the trip had to be the Bungle
Bungles ‐ it’s pretty mind blowing that they were only
‘discovered’ in 1983 by a film crew flying overhead! It’s
Nature Territory, November 2012
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We stopped in Kununurra and at the beautiful small
Mirima National Park minutes walk from town I
‘bagged’ my first Sandstone Shrike Thrush. The 350m
year old sandstone formations are a bit like a mini
Bungle Bungles with some lovely colours and lighting
for budding photographers. Kununurra is also a good
jumping off point for Lake Argyle or a 3 day canoe or
one day boat trip down the Ord irrigation system that
came highly recommended from various sources. We
did a cruise on the lake and there were ample bird and
wildlife spotting opportunities including the estimated
25,000 Freshwater Crocodiles that inhabit the lake and
some monster catfish!
Over the border in the NT we had time for a brief visit

to Keep River, driving through the Victoria River region we
were also very impressed with the sandstone escarpments
and promised to return. Keep River doesn’t boast lots of
visitors but should be on your itinerary if you’re in the area.
Spectacular geology, aboriginal art sites and lots of bird life
including probably the only water in the park at that time of
year, the busy Cockatoo Lagoon, aptly named as there were
plenty of Red‐tailed Black‐cockatoos enjoying a drink. We
were also lucky enough to see around 5 White‐quilled Rock‐
pigeons on the Jarnem trail ‐ a bird endemic to that north
west corner.
Recounting this journey and what we got to see only
reinforces what a lucky group of people we are living in this
richly diverse environment!

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Interesting bird sightings
23 September to 25 October 2012
Compiled by Micha Jackson and Peter Kyne
Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds
forum (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern
Territory (http://www.eremaea.com/ ) and from correspondences with birdwatchers. Bird names follow the IOC
world checklist.
Species

Date

Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds
Chestnut Teal
28/09/12
Pink‐eared Duck
5/10/12
Australian Bustard
28/09/12
Brolga
27/09/12
Oriental Plover
23/09/12
Grey‐tailed Tattler
28/09/12
Ruff
27/09/12
Little Curlew
23/09/12
Oriental Pratincole
3/10/12
Latham's Snipe
20/10/12
Birds Of Prey
Letter‐winged Kite
22/09/12
Black‐breasted Buzzard
21/10/12
Spotted Harrier
21/10/12
Swamp Harrier
3/10/12
Black Falcon
7/10/12
Peregrine Falcon
24/09/12
Eastern Grass Owl
26/09/12
Rufous Owl
4/10/12
Other Non‐Passerines
Red‐chested Button‐quail
25/09/12
Flock Bronzewing
25/09/12
Oriental Cuckoo
1/10/12
Pacific Swift
1/10/12
Passerines
Purple‐crowned Fairy‐wren
24/09/12
Purple‐crowned Fairy‐wren
23/10/12
Grey‐fronted Honeyeater
27/09/12
Black Honeyeater
17/10/12
Pied Honeyeater
18/10/12
Varied Sittella
25/10/12
Crested (Nthn) Shriketit
30/09/12
Yellow‐rumped Mannikin
2/10/12
Pictorella Mannikin
22/10/12
Eastern Yellow Wagtail
29/09/12
Eastern Yellow Wagtail
16/10/12
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Location

Observer/s

Numbers/comments

Alice Springs STP
Jabiru STP
South Alligator f/plain
Holmes Jungle
Lambell's Lagoon
Alice Springs STP
Alice Springs STP
Lambell's Lagoon
Fogg Dam
Alice Springs STP

Chris Watson
Darryel Binns
Mike Jarvis
Clive Garland
Tim Faulkner, John Weigel
Chris Watson
Chris Watson
Faulkner & Weigel
Mike Jarvis
Chris Watson

1 male
10; & 3 Pine Ck STP
1
~400
1; First of season; ++various locations
1
1
Several hundred; ++various locations
1 immature
1

South Alligator f/plain
Stuart Hwy, Elliot
Stuart Hwy, Elliot
Port Keats Rd
Top Springs R/house
North of Top Springs
Holmes Jungle
Howard Springs

Peter Madvig
John Rawsthorne
John Rawsthorne
Marc Gardiner
Laurie Ross
Marc Gardiner
Dominic Funnell
Darryel Binns

1
2
1
1 immature
1
1
4; ++ subseq. to Oct 23
1

Lajamanu Rd, 1 km S Buntine Hwy Marc Gardiner
~
Marc Gardiner
Darwin Bot Gdns
Mat Gilfedder
Wooliana Rd, Daly R
Peter Kyne

1
85+
1; ++various Top End locations
3; first of season

Marc Gardiner
Camfield R, Buntine Hwy
Cape Crawford
Ronald Jenson
Yarralin Airport
Marc Gardiner
Olive Pink BG, A. Spr
Mick Jerram
Olive Pink BG, A. Spr
Mick Jerram
Bird Billabong
Ronald Jenson
Central Arnhem Hwy
Magen Pettit
Malak, Darwin
Magen Pettit
Dingo Spings Creek
Luke Paterson et al
Alice Springs STP
Will Cormack
Fiddlers Ln, Darwin
Dominic Funnell

3; +subseq on Victoria & Wickham R
1+
2
& 18/10
1
1; & 3 Marc Gardiner 7/10/12
1, +subs Tiwi, Holmes Jungle
300+; ++ subseq in region
1
1‐2
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Recent literature about Top End natural history
VARIOUS TOPICS

Compiled by Don Franklin

Pre-history
David B, Geneste J-M, Whear RL, Delannoy J-J, Katherine M, Gunn RG, Clarkson C, Plisson H, Lee P, Petchey F, Rowe C,
Barker B, Lamb L, Miller W, Hoerle S, James D, Boche E, Aplin K, McNiven IJ, Richards T, Fairbairn A, Matthews J.
2011. Nawarla Gabarnmang, a 45,180 +/- 910 cal BP site in Jawoyn Country, southwest Arnhem Land Plateau.
Australian Archaeology 73: 73-77.
Theden-Ringl F, Fenner JN, Wesley D, Lamilami R. 2011. Buried on foreign shores: Isotope analysis of the origin of human
remains recovered from a Macassan site in Arnhem Land. Australian Archaeology 73: 41-48.

Fire
Andersen AN, Woinarski JCZ, Parr CL. 2012. Savanna burning for biodiversity: Fire management for faunal conservation in
Australian tropical savannas. Austral Ecology 37: 658-667.
Coughlan MR, Petty AM. 2012. Linking humans and fire: a proposal for a transdisciplinary fire ecology. International Journal of
Wildland Fire 21: 477-487.
Heckbert S, Russell-Smith J, Reeson A, Davies J, James G, Meyer C. 2012. Spatially explicit benefit–cost analysis of fire
management for greenhouse gas abatement. Austral Ecology 37: 724-732.
Radhi M, Box MA, Box GP, Mitchell RM. 2012. Biomass-burning aerosol over northern Australia. Australian Meteorological and
Oceanographic Journal 62: 25-33.
Richards AE, Andersen AN, Schatz J, Eager R, Dawes TZ, Hadden K, Scheepers K, Van Der Geest M. 2012. Savanna burning,
greenhouse gas emissions and indigenous livelihoods: Introducing the Tiwi Carbon Study. Austral Ecology 37: 712723.
Richards AE, Brackin R, Lindsay DAJ, Schmidt S. 2012. Effect of fire and tree-grass patches on soil nitrogen in Australian
tropical savannas. Austral Ecology 37: 668-677.
Richards AE, Dathe J, Cook GD. 2012. Fire interacts with season to influence soil respiration in tropical savannas. Soil Biology
& Biochemistry 53: 90-98.

Miscellaneous
Eldridge MDB, Potter S, Cooper SJB. 2012. Biogeographic barriers in north-western Australia: an overview and standardisation
of nomenclature. Australian Journal of Zoology 59: 270-272.
Kaestli M, Schmid M, Mayo M, Rothballer M, Harrington G, Richardson L, Hill A, Hill J, Tuanyok A, Keim PH, Anton, Currie BJ.
2012. Out of the ground: aerial and exotic habitats of the melioidosis bacterium Burkholderia pseudomallei in grasses
in Australia. Environmental Microbiology 14: 2058-2070.
Robinson CJ, Wallington TJ. 2012. Boundary work: Engaging knowledge systems in co-management of feral animals on
indigenous lands. Ecology and Society 17: Article Number: 16.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Pre‐history
A recently‐discovered (2006) and strikingly decorated rock shelter in Jawoyn country in Arnhem Land (traditional
owners were not aware of it) has yielded reliable carbon‐dating ages of human occupation of up to c. 45,000
years before present (David et al. 2011). This makes it “one of the earliest radiocarbon‐dated archaeological sites
in Australia”. The site has also yield the tantalising possibility of even earlier occupation which may, however, be
beyond the reach of reliable carbon‐dating and require application of alternative and more controversial dating
techniques.
Isotope analysis of human bones from a Macassan site in Arnhemland, and comparison with bones from a nearby
Aboriginal rock shelter, provides evidence that a Macassan (possibly from Sulawesi in Indonesia) was buried at
the former site (Theden‐Ringi et al. 2011).
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Melioidosis – not just in the soil
The often‐fatal disease melioidosis, known locally as Nightcliff Gardener’s Disease, is generally thought to be
contracted by contact with infected soil. However, Kaestli et al. (2012) found evidence that the bacterium
responsible for the disease is taken up by certain grasses, notably a number of exotic pasture species, and its
presence in the droppings of animals that graze on them suggests a mechanism for spread.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

DO YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING OBSERVATION OR A CRACKING NATURE PHOTOGRAPH?
DO YOU HAVE A NATURAL HISTORY PUZZLE?
WHY NOT SHARE IT?
Email Tissa with your ideas. This newsletter may be the place for your contribution.
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