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Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7:45 PM, in 

Blue 1.14 (Business Faculty Building) on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25; 

Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 
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Jon Clark took this fine 
photo of a Barn Owl on the 
road to Fogg Dam. 
 
A selection of Jon‟s photos 
of nocturnal birds are 
featured on page 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Into oblivion? ...”  
is an important  

and very readable  
summary of the  

unfolding tragedy  
of north Australia‟s 

mammals that has just 
been released.   

It is reviewed on page 10. 
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 Club activities 
October meeting.  Wednesday October 13, 7:45 PM.  Blue 1.14 (Business Bldg.), CDU. 

Emma Francis 

"Mud snakes of Darwin Harbour" 

Homalopsid Mud snakes have evolved in wet muddy environments from Pakistan‟s Indus River, all the 

way south-east to the tropical north of Australia. Species can be found associated with fresh, brackish and 

in some cases pure marine waters. Three species of homalopsid make their living on the mudbanks of 

Darwin‟s coastal mangrove forests: Cerberus australis (the Australian Bockadam), Fordonia leucobalia 

(the White Bellied Mangrove Snake) and Myron richardsonii (Richardson‟s Mangrove Snake). These can 

all be spotted in the tidal creeks of Darwin harbour, especially on steamy wet season nights when the tide 

is just right. Come along and discover the secrets of these seldom seen snakes that hide during the day 

and emerge at dusk to hunt 

for fish and crabs in the 

mangrove shallows. 

Emma Francis is a Charles 

Darwin University PhD 

student investigating the 

ecology, distribution and 

genetic relationships of 

Northern Australian 

mangrove snakes. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

October field trip.  Birds and Nocturnal Mud Snakes of Darwin’s Mangroves. 

Sunday 17, 5.45pm. Meet at the intersection of Channel Island Road and Wickham Point Road. 

Beginning at 5.45pm and led by Emma Francis, we‟ll enter the mangroves while it‟s still light. It‟s an opportunity 

to see birds getting ready for bed and we may see some day active snakes like the Port Darwin Sea Snake 

Hydrelaps darwinensis if we're lucky. As the sun sets at 6.45pm we can get searching for the three species of night 

time mangrove snakes.  We expect to conclude the survey by 7.45pm 

Please note: sandflies and mosquitoes can be present in large numbers, so we suggest covering up and using 

repellent. Head spots or torches will also be needed. In parts the mangroves can be a little dense, but Emma will try 

to avoid these areas so everyone can come along without worrying too much about fitness etc. Also, shoes that stay 

firmly on the feet and are ok to get muddy - those dive/reef boots with sturdy soles are ideal. 

Contact Tissa on 8921 8226 for further details. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

November meeting  Wednesday 10 November.  Azlan:  Mangrove birds. 

Top End Native Plant Society activities 
October 21 meeting.  Dave Liddle:  Typhonium taylori: a threatened herb on Darwin’s doorstep. 

November 18 meeting.  AGM & Ian Morris:  The Channel Country. 

General meetings are held on the 3
rd

 Thursday of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy 

Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).  Visit 

http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131. 

Mud snake:  the 
Australian Bockadam.  
Photo:  Brendan 
Schembri. 

http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php
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 Club notices 
Welcome to new members:  Chris Brady; Romy Greiner; Jodie Hayward; Keith Oldfield & Malika 

Okeil; Lyn Kendall; Sue McKinnon. 

Correction and apology:  “Geoff Car” in last month‟s list of new members should in fact be “George Car”. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Thank you:  The previous issue was collated and mailed by Susan Jacups.  It was printed by Brock Young and 

Don Franklin using equipment kindly made available by Michael Gunner MLA and the School for 

Environmental Research at Charles Darwin University. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 

comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to Don at 

eucalypt@octa4.net.au or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 8948 1293.   

Deadline for the November newsletter:  Friday October 22. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Election results and the Committee    At the Annual General Meeting, the following people were elected: 

 President:  Tissa Ratnayeke 

 Secretary:  Ian Hance 

 Treasurer:  Fiona Douglas 

 Committee members:  Tida Nou, Sherry Prince, Bruce Maley. 

A huge thank you is due to Tida who remains on the Committee but has stepped down as President.  Welcome  

Tissa to the top job.  Welcome Bruce to the Committee. 

As the number elected was four short of the potential size of the Committee, the Committee has invited Graham 

Brown, Annie Grattidge, Peter Holbery and Stuart Young to fill the vacancies – and they have accepted. 

Don Franklin stands down from the Committee but will continue to attend in a non-voting capacity as newsletter 

editor and librarian and to provide liaison between the journal editors and the Committee. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form?  Go to:  http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Club library:  The Club's journal and book collection is available to members.  Lists of holdings can be found on 

our web-site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library.  The library is housed in two sections:   

Books, reports and CDs:  at the medical clinic of Dr. Lyn Reid in the Rapid Creek Business Village.  This can be 

accessed directly between 9 AM and 2:30 PM Tuesday to Thursday, and 4–6 PM on Tuesday, or indirectly by 

phoning Lyn at work on 8985 3250. 

Journals:  in the office of Don Franklin at CDU Casuarina (Red 1.2.34).  These can be accessed directly during 

working hours, or by ringing Don on 8946 6976 (w) or 8948 1293 (h). 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:  The Editorial Committee of the Club‟s journal, the Northern Territory 

Naturalist, is now calling for manuscripts for issue no. 23.  The journal publishes works concerning any aspect of 

the natural history and ecology of the Northern Territory or adjacent northern Australia. and may include Research 

Papers (Articles or Short Notes), Reviews, Species Profiles and Book Reviews. 

The Northern Territory Naturalist is a registered, peer-reviewed journal (ISSN 0155-4093) and is recognised as a 

Category C publication by the Australian Research Council (http://www.arc.gov.au/era/era_journal_list.htm).  

Author instructions may be downloaded from our web-site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal. 

If possible, manuscripts should be submitted in digital form by email to michael.braby@nt.gov.au.  Editors of the 

journal are Dr Lynda Prior, Dr Michael Braby and Dr Chris Tracy. 

The journal page of the web-site also has an order form for back issues of the Northern Territory Naturalist, which 

are available individually or as a set (some are out of print and available as photocopies only). 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Sewage Pond Keys – Leanyer and Alice Springs:  NT Field Naturalists have access to the world-famous 

Leanyer bird-watching spot.  The key can be collected from Graham Brown, (h) 8945 4745.  A refundable $50- 

deposit is required upon collecting the key, which is available only to members. Conditions imposed by 

PowerWater Corporation apply; these are not onerous and are made clear at time of picking up the keys. 

http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library
http://www.arc.gov.au/era/era_journal_list.htm
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal
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Exterior (above) and interior (below) of Roughback Cockle 
valves.  Photo courtesy of Museums & Art Galleries NT. 

Coastal invertebrates   from Recent Literature, page 11 
Case of the missing cockle 

The Roughback Cockle (Anadara granosa), also 

known as the Granular Ark, is abundant in shell 

middens around Darwin that have mostly been dated as 

between 1,500 and 500 years old.  There are reports of 

Indigenous harvest of the species in small quantities as 

recent as 30–40 years ago, but it was thought recently 

to be possibly locally extinct (Bourke & Willan 2009).  

This was until the authors found five live and one 

recently-dead individuals on a mudflat on the shoreline 

of Middle Arm in Darwin Harbour in August 2008.  

Noting evidence that optimal habitat for the Roughback 

Cockle is sandier than the Middle Arm shoreline, the 

authors ponder the possibility that accretion of mud and 

expansion of mangroves in Darwin Harbour, possibly 

driven by climate change, has changed Darwin Harbour 

from optimal to marginal for the species. 
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

New marine or coastal species     Recently described species include: 

 three sponges from Darwin Harbour (Alvarez & Hooper 2009); 

 a polychaete worm from a fish farm near Darwin (Glasby & Hutchings 2010); 

 two encrusting colony-dwelling bryozoans from the Beagle Gulf (Gordon 2009); 

 an amphipod (small crustacean lacking a carapace) from pebble beaches around Darwin (Lowry & 

Springthorpe 2009); and 

 a bottletail squid from relatively deep water (225-300 m) in the Arafura Sea (Reid 2009). 
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Fiddler Crabs 

The “dear enemy” effect is one in which territory owners are less tolerant of strangers than neighbours.  In a local 

species of Fiddler Crab, Uca mjoebergi, Booksmythe et al. (2010) confirmed that fights were longer and more 

escalated between residents and crabs that lacked a territory than between neighbouring territorial residents.  By 

manipulating who lived where, the authors confirmed that the effect occurred regardless of familiarity.  For 

example, a former neighbour who was rendered “homeless” became a more serious enemy than previously.  The 

authors interpret this as evidence that strangers pose a greater threat, and that Fiddler Crabs identify threats based 

on the aggressiveness and persistence of the individual at the time rather than recognition of individuals. 

The enlarged claw of male U. mjoebergi reflects ultraviolet wavelengths of light that humans can‟t see (Detto & 

Backwell 2009a).  By experimental manipulation, they showed that females detect and respond to these ultraviolet 

signals.  Although the ability to detect and respond to UV light is well-known in vertebrates such as birds, the 

authors believe this is  the first for “crustaceans, with a relatively simple, probably dichromatic, visual system”. 

Fiddler Crabs in the tropics breed throughout the year.  In U. mjoebergi, females prefer males with larger claws, but 

the preference is notably stronger in the wet than the dry season (Milner et al. 2010).  The authors note that: 

 the eggs are incubated in male burrows; 

 the timing of release of larvae hatching from them is critical; 

 development of eggs is temperature-dependent; 

 males with larger claws of necessity have wider burrows; and  

 burrow width influences burrow temperature.   

They suggest that variable female preference for claw size in males indicates selection for burrow widths that 

facilitates the optimal timing of release of larvae, and that the optimal timing varies with the different temperatures 

of the wet and dry seasons. 

“Fiddler crabs are generally considered polygamous as they lend to live in dense mixed sex colonies with numerous 

neighbours and individually defended territories. We show that the Australian fiddler crab, Uca capricornis 

[another local species], is socially monogamous based on behavioural experiments and observations of 

neighbouring males and females. The unusual relationship between neighbouring males and females in U. 

capricornis is selected for and maintained by intrasexual aggression and the ability to recognise and defend their 

partner.” (Abstract:  Detto & Backwell 2009b). 
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 Birds of the 
night 

Photos by Jon Clark 

 

Left:  Rufous Owl. 
 

Right:  Tawny Frogmouth. 

Left:  Barking Owl. 
 
Below left:  Nankeen Night-Heron. 
 

Below right:  Southern Boobook. 
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 The Club year in retrospect 
Out-going President, Tida Nou 

The 2009-10 year was another busy one for the NT Field Naturalists Club. One of the highlights was the invited 

field trip to Crab Claw Island to utilise members‟ expertise in compiling flora and fauna checklists for resort 

visitors. Thanks to all of those who attended and helped out with this. Special thanks to Annie Grattidge and John 

Rawsthorne who pulled the information together. Given that it was the first time that the Club‟s expertise has been 

collectively sought, it was a learning exercise for us, and valuable lessons were indeed learnt.   

The Club website has been updated and streamlined and looks great. Thanks to Tissa Ratnayeke for his work on 

this, and previous website editor Graham Brown for his efforts while the website host changed.  

Kym Brennan from the NT Biodiversity Conservation Unit has kindly donated a large number of copies of his now 

out-of-print book, Wildflowers of Kakadu. Each speaker, field trip leader and report writer at Club meetings and 

field trips will be offered a copy of the book as a token of thanks (commenced at the September meeting).  

I‟d like to say a sincere thank you to the following people for all their help and contributions to the Club.  

 Committee members: Don Franklin, Fiona Douglas, Tissa Ratnayeke, Sherry Prince, Graham Brown, Peter 

Holbery, Annie Grattidge, Stuart Young, Ian Hance and previous members Ross McDonald and Tanya 

Carriere. Special thanks to Don Franklin for his dedication and efforts with the Club newsletter and journal, 

and long term member Fiona Douglas for her ongoing work as Treasurer and involvement and assistance 

with so many other Club functions; 

 Editorial committee for the Northern Territory Naturalist: Dr Michael Braby, Dr Lynda Prior and Dr Chris 

Tracy and production editors Don Franklin and Fiona Douglas; 

 Speakers, field trip coordinators and report writers; 

 Gay Crowley for advice and support; 

 Susan Jacups for her regular collation and posting of the newsletter; 

 Ben Stuckey for assisting at the Top End Sustainability Festival; 

 Biodiversity Conservation Unit for providing facilities for printing the newsletter; and 

 Brock Young for printing the August newsletter. 

I‟d like to encourage Club members to get involved and help out where they can. One of the ongoing challenges for 

the committee is sorting out the speaker and field trip schedule. If members have any ideas about possible speakers 

or field trips, please pass them on to the Committee. Volunteers for occasional Club activities (stalls at various 

events) are also sought. If you can help out, please let a Committee member know.  

One of our speakers in 2010 said that the NT Field Naturalists Club is moving from strength to strength. This is a 

credit to everyone involved, and I hope to see this continue. Thanks for your support and I look forward to seeing 

you at meeting and field trips. 

Ghost nets  from Recent Literature, page 11 

Ghost nets “are fishing nets that have been lost accidentally, deliberately discarded, or simply abandoned at sea” .  

The problem is a serious one for entrapment of wildlife such as marine turtles.  Gunn et al. (2010) describe a 

program to remove ghost nets from the Gulf of Carpentaria as follows (Abstract in full): 

We describe the inception and development of the Carpentaria Ghost Nets Programme, located across the Gulf 

of Carpentaria, which spans north Queensland and the Northern Territory. The program has grown from a 

small grass-roots idea addressing issues around marine debris to become an internationally acknowledged 

project headed by the Northern Gulf Resource Management Group. This program, involving more than 18 

Indigenous communities and over 90 Indigenous rangers, has become a way of building bridges across cultures 

and communities for a shared, common interest in land and sea protection. By incorporating traditional values 

and approaches to managing an international issue at a local scale, we have worked with local communities to 

increase pride and ownership on country whilst providing transferrable job skills. Success of this program 

ultimately depends upon the continued active engagements of the Indigenous communities and ranger groups. 

The project aims to address the fundamental issue of tackling the ghost nets problem at its source through 

cross-cultural interactions between rangers and fishermen, increasing public, political and economic 

awareness, and ultimately reducing the incidental and intentional loss of fishing nets that act as ghost nets and 

result in tremendous biological, cultural and economic impacts. By putting in place long term management 

measures to ensure monitoring efforts, we can track ghost net debris arrival and changes through time, 

providing information to policy and cultural changes at regional and international scales. 
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Above:  different habitats – alpine paramo. 
Below:  hummingbird – the White-vented Plumeteer. 

Surveying birds in Venezuela 
Report on the talk by Judit Szabo at the September meeting  

Ross Trevena; photos by Judit Szabo 

Judit Szabo is a research fellow at CDU specialising in bird 

conservation, surveys and monitoring, and ecological modelling.  In 

March this year Judit was lucky enough to participate in a major South 

American survey (the Neotropical Biodiversity Mapping Initiative, 

NeoMapas) to map the distribution and abundance of avifauna in 

Venezuela.  Latin America houses an enormous share of the world‟s 

biodiversity but there are limited programs for planning and managing 

conservation and developing the necessary local skills. NeoMapas 

seeks to redress this through a comprehensive program of small team 

surveys involving an expert and two local assistants. 

Venezuela 

is a large 

country 

(912,000 

sq. km) 

with a 

great 

variety of 

habitats 

including 

coastal, the Orinoco River basin, a range of forest and 

mountain regimes (up to 5000m + altitude) and desert, 

which is no doubt why Venezuela has the 6
th
 highest 

bird diversity on earth with 1,396 known species (and 

36% of tropical bird species).  Of these species, 54 are 

endemic and 25 are thought to be threatened.  The 

threats are due to land clearing, hunting, the caged bird 

trade and potentially from „farming‟ of 

some ground bird species.  36% of the 

country is conservation - protected 

although Judit says there is some 

question about the effectiveness of these 

regimes.  Interestingly though, Venezuela 

with far more bird species than Australia, 

actually has fewer threatened species. 

Judit showed a suite of bird photos 

during the presentation and these were 

just sensational.  The variety of bird 

types, flamboyant colour schemes, the 

hummingbirds, the unique hoatzin – all 

make one crave an opportunity to join any future expeditions to the region!  Some of the highlights for me were: 

Emerald Toucanet, Scarlet Macaw, Yellow 

Oriole, Crimson crested Woodpecker, Tiger 

Heron, Wattle Jacana, Scarlet Ibis, Horned 

Screamer (great name!), Sword billed 

Hummingbird (longest bill of all birds), 

Hoatzin, Saffron Finch. 

Stimulating presentation Judit - and good luck to 

you if you can score another expedition like that! 

 

 

A young Rufescent Tiger-heron. 

Wattled Jacanas. 
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Rapt attention:  birdwatchers Maia Burman and Tissa 
Ratnayeke.  Photo:  Sherry Prince. 

Mary River 
Report on the September field trip Sherry Prince 

On Saturday, 11  September, Fiona Douglas and I set off for the Mary River National Park.  Our meeting 

rendezvous  was the Bird Billabong Information Board.  When we arrived, Marc and Kit were already out and 

about with their binos, and as we walked towards them, they announced they had already spotted Gouldian 

Finches.  Tissa and John arrived shortly thereafter, followed by four CSIRO/CDU research students. 

The Gouldians were amazing.  There were probably around 30 or more, perched in several trees around us.  They 

went on with their daily routine as if we were not there.  I found it amusing to think that initially, we had crept ever 

so quietly towards them, trying not to disturb them, only to end up standing directly beneath them without seeming 

to disturb them at all.  I was happy – it was my first real experience of seeing them up close. 

Eventually we dragged ourselves away and headed for our original destination, Bird Billabong.  The Billabong is 

located between Mount Bundy Hills and the Mary River.  Birdlife gather and many species such as Radjah 

Shelducks breed in the Billabong as the waters recede.  The shallowness of the Billabong results in vast changes to 

the area between seasons; from fully flooded in February/March to parched, usually by October.  The walking track 

is relatively flat and we reached the viewing platform with a sense of relief at getting out of the sun‟s hot rays. 

It was lovely to see so many birds on the shore, wading 

and swimming.  It is definitely worth a visit.  The track 

is easy grade with a length of 4.5kms – approximately 

2 hours walk.  When we got back to the carpark, we 

bid farewell to the students who were travelling back 

to Darwin.  Tissa and John also headed back. 

Marc, Fiona, Kit and I then drove to the Bark Hut for 

lunch and a few cool drinks.  The Hut recently changed 

ownership and has certainly undergone some 

improvements.  It is quite impressive once inside – 

shades of yester-year with old photos and war relics 

decorating the walls. 

Next stop was Mary River Park where we had booked 

for the night.  With time on our hands, and Marc in no 

hurry to return to his home in Jabiru, we decided to do 

the Bamboo Walk – supposedly a short stroll by the 

River.  After an hour or so, the heat took its toll, so I headed back to the Park for a cool swim in one of the pools.   

Marc then bid us farewell.  I would like to thank him for sharing his amazing knowledge of birds and their calls.  

He never seemed to tire of me constantly asking: “What bird is that?” 

That night, we enjoyed fine cuisine with a tasty white wine in the restaurant overlooking the parkland.  Our hosts 

treated us well and even had a hot cup of tea waiting for us when we arose early next morning.  Our destination was 

the borrow pits – a well-known habitat of Gouldians, but much to our disappointment, after sitting quietly by the 

pool for some time, none were spotted.  We did see a couple of Crimson Finches, one Northern Rosella and lots of 

honeyeaters including the Bar-breasted and Rufous-throated.  Plenty of other birds took advantage of the early 

morning to carry out their ablutions and it was a joy to seem them up close. 

At 0900 we headed back to the Park, enjoyed a leisurely breakfast, then made our way back to Darwin. 

Insects notes from Bird Billabong Tissa Ratnayeke 

While birds were the focus of attention, much 

smaller fauna didn‟t go unnoticed, adding 

interest to the walk.  As with the birds, we 

heard some before actually seeing them.  Of 

particular note was the buzz/humming of the 

large number of solitary, sand-digging wasps 

Bembix sp. that had gathered to dig their 

individual burrows in one sandy location that 

had been cleared for the pathway. 

Sand-digging wasp, Bembix sp.,  
at the entrance to its burrow.   

Photo:  Tissa Ratnayeke. 
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Barking Spider burrow.  Photo:  Sherry Prince. 

A little further on, and surprisingly right in the middle of the path but with the partial protection of a few 

surrounding rocks, was the 20 mm diameter burrow of the Top End‟s robust Barking Spider Selenocosmia 

crassipes (Theraphosidae) –  thanks to Graham 

Brown for the ID. Unfortunately the spider, a species 

that resemble tarantulas, was hidden deep within the 

burrow. 

A few butterflies were also observed. The larger 

identified species were:  Common Crow, Chocolate 

Argus, Blue Argus (a striking crowd-pleaser), a single 

high-flying Scarlet Jezebel, Lemon Migrants and an 

unseasonal and rather out-of-habitat Pale Triangle. 

The final sightings of interest while we sheltered 

under a shady tree, was a camouflaged, 15mm long 

adult Eurybrachyid planthopper and several nymphs 

running around with their characteristic two tails held 

erect like rabbit-ear TV antennae. 

Bird Billabong birdlist, compiled by Marc Gardner.  11/9/10:   
Magpie Goose, Plumed Whistling-Duck, Wandering Whistling-Duck, Radjah Shelduck, Green Pygmy-goose, Peaceful Dove, 
Bar-shouldered Dove, Australasian Darter, Little Pied Cormorant, Australian Pelican, Black-necked Stork, Eastern Great Egret, 
Intermediate Egret, Cattle Egret, Pied Heron, Nankeen Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Straw-necked Ibis, Royal Spoonbill, Whistling 
Kite, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Masked Lapwing, Comb-crested Jacana, Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo, 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Rainbow Lorikeet, Red-winged Parrot, Brush Cuckoo, Blue-winged Kookaburra, Rainbow Bee-eater, 
Black-tailed Treecreeper, Great Bowerbird, Weebill, Striated Pardalote, Rufous-banded Honeyeater, Rufous-throated 
Honeyeater, Dusky Honeyeater, Banded  Honeyeater, Brown Honeyeater, White-throated Honeyeater, White-bellied Cuckoo-
shrike, White-winged Triller, Varied Triller, Rufous Whistler, Black-faced Woodswallow, Willie Wagtail, Leaden Flycatcher, 
Restless Flycatcher, Magpie-lark, Mistletoebird, Double-barred Finch, Long-tailed Finch, Masked Finch, Gouldian Finch. 

 

 

 

[Type a quote from the document 
or the summary of an interesting 
point. You can position the text 
box anywhere in the document. 
Use the Text Box Tools tab to 
change the formatting of the pull 
quote text box.] 

Female Mouse Spider Missulena pruinosa 
(right), photographed at Brinkin  

by Ross Trevena.   
Ross wrote:  “The Mouse Spider shot was 

taken in our pool – it seemed equally at home 
floating on the surface as a curled up ball, 

and crawling across the bottom (admittedly 
with some provocation) - fascinating how long 

they can stay underwater.” 

The Swamp Bloodwood Corymbia 
ptychocarpa is one of the few 
eucalypts to have pink, red or orange 
flowers – Darwin Woollybutt 
Eucalyptus miniata and Yellowjacket 
E. phoenicea are two others.  This 
photo was taken by Susan Jacups at 
Litchfield National Park in about 
August. 
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 Interesting bird sightings 
21 August to 24 September 2010 Compiled by Ian Hance 

Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been mostly compiled from the e-mail digest of the NT 

birder website (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie. 

Species Date Location Observer/s Nos./comments 

Waterbirds, seabirds & waders 

Wandering Whistling-Duck 20/09 Fiddlers Lagoon A & S Keates & T Tarrant 2 adults & 13 ducklings 
Lesser Frigatebird 23/08 Goulburn Island Marc Gardner 2 
Oriental Plover 8/09 near Oolloo Crosssing, Daly R. Alistair Stuart c.  7 

          ~ 12/09 Nightcliff Sheryl & Arthur Keates 9 
Birds of prey 

Square-tailed Kite 19/09 Palmerston Ian Hance 1 
Pacific Baza 1/09 Howard Springs Darryel Binns 2 
Grey Goshawk 24/08 Tiger Brennan Drive Peter Kyne, Micha Jackson et al. 1, carrying a dragon 
          ~ 19/09 Nightcliff Neil Collier 1, white morph 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 29/08 Marrakai Track S & A Keates & T Tarrant 1 
Little Eagle 20/09 CDU Campus P Kyne & M Jackson 2; & others by other observers 
Other non-passerines 
Chestnut-backed Button-quail 1/09 Pine Creek Sewage Ponds Darryel Binns c. 8 
Eastern Koel 9/09 Marlow Lagoon Mike Jarvis 1; first for season 
Channel-billed Cuckoo 4/09 Fannie Bay shops Sheryl & Arthur Keates & T Tarrant 1 
Dollarbird 28/08 Tiger Brennan Dr. & Lyons Sheryl & Arthur Keates 1 in each loc. I

st
 for year ? 

Passerines 

 
White-throated Grasswren 15/09 Gunlom Dutch birdwatchers via Mike Jarvis 1 (+?) 
Cicadabird 4/09 Behind Darwin Hospital A & S Keates & T. Tarrant 2, male and female 
Crested (Northern) Shrike-tit 1/09 Central Arnhem H'way Darryel Binns 2 
Mangrove Golden Whistler 14/09 Kulaluk Bay John Rawsthorne & Jon Clark 2, male and female 
Satin Flycatcher 28/08 Behind Darwin Hospital Sheryl Keates & Tom Tarrant 1 male; vagrant 
Brown Songlark 18/09 Anzac H'way Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 1 
Gouldian Finch 29/08 Mary River excavation pits A & S Keates et al. 80 +; & others by other observers 

Into oblivion? 
Fitzsimons J, Legge S, Traill B, Woinarski J. 2010. Into oblivion? The disappearing native mammals of northern 

Australia. The Nature Conservancy: Melbourne. 20 pp. 

A disturbing trend has been emerging from the scientific literature about northern Australia for a number of years:  

evidence that the seemingly intact savannas of northern Australia are undergoing a major loss of species.  Assessed 

region by region, this can appropriately be described as a major extinction event.  First it was seed-eating birds; 

now it is mammals. 

The evidence of mammal declines has now accumulated well beyond the point of reasonable doubt.  This document 

by Fitzsimons et al. therefore most appropriately takes the case to the public and politicians at large.  In this report, 

the authors lay out the case in layman‟s language, clearly and with an abundance of illustrations, but also 

authoritatively – well-referenced, with detailed specific species by species assessment and a review of the evidence 

of decline and of the possible causes.  The authors conclude that the evidence about causes is as yet limited, there is 

no one overall cause of the declines, and that many adverse effects are likely to be acting synergistically, i.e. 

compounding each other.  They also outline a program for action:  more research to elucidate the causes, to be sure, 

but also numerous specific recommendations for action now – “Manage now, based on best evidence, even if more 

research needs to be done”.  Their recommended management actions include: 

1. reduction in the size and intensity of fires in the landscape; 

2. improved control of Feral Cats (this could include reducing control of Dingoes so they can do the job for 

us; 

3. reduction in the number of feral herbivores and better management of cattle; 

4. strategic implementation of these actions in priority areas; 

5. better accounting of management actions through performance targets  

This important report needs to be circulated as widely as possible.  It should also prove an valuable resource for 

secondary school students.  It can be downloaded free from the web-site of The Nature Conservancy‟s 

(http://www.nature.org/?src=t1) Australian web-pages at 

http://www.nature.org/wherewework/asiapacific/australia/files/ausmammals.pdf.  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds
http://www.nature.org/?src=t1
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/asiapacific/australia/files/ausmammals.pdf
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Conservation management 

Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee. 2010. Darwin Harbour Strategy.  A comprehensive guide for the responsible stewardship 
and sustainable development of the Darwin Harbour region. Darwin Harbour Advisory Committee: Darwin. 37 pp.  
Available at:  www.harbourplan.nt.gov.au 

Gunn R, Hardesty BD, Butler J. 2010. Tackling 'ghost nets': Local solutions to a global issue in northern Australia. Ecological 
Management & Restoration 11: 88-98. 

Fiddler crabs:  behaviour and genetics 

Booksmythe I, Jennions MD, Backwell PRY. 2010. Investigating the „dear enemy‟ phenomenon in the territory defence of the 
fiddler crab, Uca mjoebergi. Animal Behaviour 79: 419-423. 

Detto T, Backwell PRY. 2009a. The fiddler crab Uca mjoebergi uses ultraviolet cues in mate choice but not aggressive 
interactions. Animal Behaviour 78: 407-411. 

Detto T, Backwell PRY. 2009b. Social monogamy in a fiddler crab, Uca capricornis. Journal of Crustacean Biology 29: 283-289. 

Kinnear M, Smith LMA, Maurer G, Backwell PRY, Linde CC. 2009. Polymorphic microsatellite loci for paternity analysis in the 
fiddler crab Uca mjoebergi. Journal of Crustacean Biology 29: 273-274. 

Milner RNC, Detto T, Jennions MD, Backwell PRY. 2010. Experimental evidence for a seasonal shift in the strength of a female 
mating preference. Behavioral Ecology 21: 311-316. 

Reaney LT. 2009. Female preference for male phenotypic traits in a fiddler crab: do females use absolute or comparative 
evaluation? Animal Behaviour 77: 139-143. 

Box jellyfish 

Jacups SP. 2010a. Warmer waters in the Northern Territory herald an earlier onset to the annual Chironex fleckeri stinger 
season. Ecohealth 7: 14-17. 

Jacups S. 2010b. Global warming – rising sea surface temperatures - a longer box jellyfish (Chironex fleckeri) stinger season for 
the Northern Territory? Northern Territory Disease Control Bulletin 17: 25-28. 

Winter KL, Isbister GK, McGowan S, Konstantakopoulos N, Seymour JE, Hodgson WC. 2010. A pharmacological and 
biochemical examination of the geographical variation of Chironex fleckeri venom. Toxicology Letters 192: 419-424. 

Taxonomy, faunistics 

Alvarez B, Hooper JNA. 2009. Taxonomic revision of the order Halichondrida (Porifera: Demospongiae) from northern Australia.  
Family Axinellidae. The Beagle, Records of the Northern Territory Museum of Arts and Sciences 25: 17-42. 

Bourke PM, Willan RC. 2009. Anadara granosa (Mollusca: Bivalvia: Arcidae) discovered live in Darwin Harbour, with 
implications for understanding climate change in northern Australia. The Beagle 25: 117-120. 

Glasby CJ, Hutchings PA. 2010. A new species of Marphysa Quatrefages, 1865 (Polychaeta: Eunicida: Eunicidae) from 
northern Australia and a review of similar taxa from the Indo-west Pacific, including the genus Nauphanta Kinberg, 
1865. Zootaxa 2352: 29-45. 

Gordon DP. 2009. Baudina gen. nov., constituting the first record of Pasytheidae from Australia, and Sinoflustridae fam. nov., 
with a checklist of Bryozoa and Pterobranchia from Beagle gulf. The Beagle 25: 43-54. 

Hocknull SA, Glasby CJ. 2009. Diversity and ecology of Pilargidae (Annelida: Polychaeta) from the Gulf of Carpentaria and 
Arafura Sea, northern Australia. Zoosymposia Series 2: 537-550. 

Lowry JK, Springthorpe RT. 2009. The genus Floresorchestia (Amphipoda: Talitridae) in tropical Australia. The Beagle, Records 
of the Northern Territory Musuem of Arts and Sciences 25: 65-70. 

Reid A. 2009. Sepioloidea magna sp. nov.: a new bottletail squid (Cephalopoda : Sepiadariidae) from northern Australia. The 
Beagle, Records of the Northern Territory Museum of Arts and Sciences 25: 103-109. 

Semmens JM, Buxton CD, Forbes E, Phelan MJ. 2010    Spatial and temporal use of spawning aggregation sites by the tropical 
sciaenid Protonibea diacanthus. Marine Ecology-Progress Series 403: 193-203. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Box jellyfish   

Box Jellyfish (Chironex fleckeri) are present (and a serious risk to swimmers) along the NT coastline mostly in the 

warmer months – as most locals are aware.  What triggers or cues do the Box Jellyfish respond to?  Credible 

theories include:  sea temperature, the additional nutrients available in water during the wet season, and daylength 

cues.  Club member Susan Jacups (2010a) provided evidence that the frequency with which people are stung by 

Box Jellyfish around Darwin is strongly tied to sea surface temperature, the vast majority occurring when these 

temperatures exceeds 29°C.  Susan also provided data showing that sea surface temperatures in Darwin have risen 

by about 0.8°C over the last century.  Given that temperatures are predicted to rise more in the future, the stinger 

season is likely to become longer, information that health authorities should take on board.  You can read a less 

technical version of Susan‟s work in Jacups (2010b), which can be downloaded free from http://www.health. 

nt.gov.au/library/scripts/objectifyMedia.aspx?file=pdf/47/97.pdf&siteID=1&str_title=Bulletin March 2010.pdf.  

Winter et al. (2010) found that the toxicity of Box Jellyfish venom varies regionally and maybe also seasonally.  

The most toxic venom they found was from Weipa in far north Queensland, and the least potent was from Broome. 

http://www.cdu.edu.au/ser/profiles/ecologyintopend.htm
http://www.harbourplan.nt.gov.au/

