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September Meeting:  Wednesday 9, 7.00 pm
Moth Recording in the Top End 

September Field Trip:  Saturday 12, 6.45 pm
Light Trapping for Insects at Casuarina Coastal Reserve

AGM - 14 October 2026, 7.00 pm

• See pages 2 amd 3 for more details •

An Olive-backed Oriole 
photographed by John Brock 
shows its method of eating 
seeds of Red-flowered Kurrajong  
(Brachychiton megaphyllus). 
Take note that the inside of the 
pods and the yellow seeds of this 
Kurrajong are entirely covered 
with small bristly, prickly hairs, 
and should not be touched bare-
handed.
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September Meeting 
Moth recording in the Top End 

Presented by Andrew Parker 
Wednesday 9 September - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A - 7 pm

September Field Trip
Light Trapping for Insects at Casuarina Coastal Reserve

Saturday 12 September, 6.45 pm
We will be using bright UV lights to attract flying insects to white sheets and 
then having a closer look at them. As UV light is dangerous, it is essential 
that people wear either polarised sunglasses or polycarbonate safety 
glasses near the light as these will filter out the UV light. Broad brimmed 
hats are also recommended to further shade eyes from direct light. Expect 
to see lots of moths and other insects. Additionally, the flying insects might 
also attract microbats. We may also do some spotlighting in the area.

What to bring: 
•	 Polarised sunglasses or polycarbonate safety glasses and broad 

brimmed hat for use near UV light
•	 Headlamp or torch
•	 Biting insects might be present so please 

come prepared.
Meet: in the car park on the right hand side of 
Dariba Road, just passed the turn off to De la 
Plage. Note, should a fire go through this area 
prior to this date, please meet at the end of 
the road in the free beach car park.

Moths are a large and diverse group of insects 
that sometimes get a bad reputation as “those 
dull brown things” that infest dried food or 
defoliate plants, but there is much more to 
them than that. After a brief introduction to the 
Lepidoptera in the NT and Australia in general, 
Andrew will show some of the range and beauty 
of the moths he has seen in his visits to the Top 
End. Some moths are very large, like Attacus 
wardi, the Atlas Moth, but many are small and 
difficult to photograph. Andrew will show the equipment he use to photograph the moths, how he record my 
finds on iNaturalist, and discuss the resources available to help with identification.

Born and raised in the UK, Andrew became fascinated with moths when the biology teacher at his secondary 
school invited the head of the national moth recording scheme to talk to the school. He studied biology at 
university and worked his whole life as a vector entomologist, for the first few years on the control of the Yellow 
Fever Mosquito (Aedes aegypti) but mostly on the control of tsetse flies. When his son moved to Australia in 2012 
he started to visit Darwin regularly and discovered the delights of the NT moth fauna.

X
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Notice of the NTFNC’s 2026 Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the NT Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. will be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 
14 October 2026 in Blue Precinct, Room 2A, Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Items to be 
considered include:  

•	 President’s report 
•	 The audited accounts for 2025-26 and Treasurer’s report
•	 Election of Office Bearers and Management Committee for 2026-27. 

The Home River BioBlitz 2026 - Rapid Creek
Field Trip led by Stephen Fricker
Saturday 19 September, 8.00 am

Do you live near a river and are you curious about what species live there? Or do you have the impression that 
many people are unaware that there is wildlife in that place? We invite you to join us between this September 18 
and 19, 2026, to explore the flora, fauna and all the biodiversity that inhabits the Rapid Creek. You can do it with 
family, friends, or invite the whole community, how many participate is up to you!

This is second field trip option for Club members. It will be led by Stephen Fricker with a special emphasis on the 
use of iNaturalist to record fauna and flora observations along this section of Rapid Creek.

Meet in the car park on the left hand side of Charles Eaton Drive, about 150 m when turning in from McMillans 
Road. Biting insects might be present so please come prepared.

X
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Left to right: Grevillea benthamiana, Pine Creek area; riparian and nearby rocky shrubs, Wearyan River, Gulf Region; Jacksonia odontoclada.

August Meeting Report
by Roland Muench

Exploring the Gulf Region for the Remaking of  
Native Plants of Northern Australia

John Brock presented us a slideshow that demonstrated some of the landscapes, flowers, plants and animal 
species that he and his mate Willie Burgess encountered on a trip in June/July last year. The purpose of the trip 
being to gather extra material for the new edition of the well known and loved book Native Plants Of Northern 
Australia, the new edition that had been released just recently.

John said he arrived in Darwin in 1978 and scored a 
job with the then called Conservation Commission 
of the Northern Territory as a gardener. Shortly after 
he accepted a new position and quickly took to this 
‘plum job’, in his own words, as a seed collector with 
an assignment to travel anywhere into mostly remote 
Top End, together with a colleague to find and collect 
native plants. He enjoyed that work and kept doing it 
for the next 10 years or so, all without GPS, mobile, 
electronic cameras and laptops, that modern day 
field botanists routinely use nowadays. John also took 
countless photos while learning the botany of these 
plants and in time accumulating a huge amount of 
field based hands on experience.

By 1988 the first edition of the book came out, an 
instant hit with garden enthusiasts and landscape 
professionals alike. It was a true labour of love over 
a period of five years, and initially 5000 copies were 
printed all financed by himself followed then by 
another 3000 copies. Other print runs followed up to 
the current one which John regards a genuine new 
edition.

John then moved on to present his slideshow of 
the mid Dry Season field trip in 2025 that followed 
a route from Darwin through to Limmen National 
Park, past Ngukurr on the Roper River and further on 
the way taking in Borroloola, past Cape Crawford to 
Wollongorong and back on the Carpentaria Highway. 
Some of the plants presented to us with excellent 
photographs also found their way into the book are in 

this report chronologically summarised as follows:

•	 The exuberant display of Calytrix exstipulata 
(Turkey Bush), photo on page 141.

•	 The unusual long flower of Grevillea mimosoides, 
photo on page 229.

•	 Acacia torulosa with a profusion of yellow flower, 
photo on page 99.

•	 Near Pine Creek an encounter with the rare 
Grevillea benthamiana, photo page 224.

•	 Just outside Katherine in the limestone rock 
outcrops the tough bluish Cycas calcicola.

•	 On the Roper River road they found Abutilon 
hannii subsp prostrata, not in the book.

•	 Some specimens of Acacia ampliceps at various 
locations including Mataranka, not in book. 	

•	 with some unusual stem/leaf adaptations that 
John explained in his talk.

•	 A new species that made it into the is Jacksonia 
odontoclada with small scale leaves and lovely 
red-brown sepals, a plant of the pea family 
(Fabaceae) page 261 and 262.

•	 Next stop was Butterfly Falls in Limmen National 
Park living up to its name with hundreds of 
fluttering butterflies against the cliff faces and a 
display of Blakella the genus with either smooth 
or half rough barked trunks and thin walled 
papery fruit capsules. John showed photos of 
Blakella aspera an escarpment tree from this 
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Left to right: Lost City South, Limmen National Park; Cycas angulata, the tallest Cycad in the Territory

location, not in the book. This species is easily 
identified by its small, opposite bristly leaves.

•	 Still at the Butterfly Falls location they found 
Acacia pellita, page 94 in the book, with huge 	
leaves easily to identify. Also there was an obscure 
member of the Curcubitaceae family called 
Trichosanthes cucumerina var. cucumerina which 
has a spectacular flower.

•	 Nearby the campsite there were also beautiful 
weeping paperbarks, Melaleuca leucadendra and 
some Sulphur-crested Cockatoos with a sweet 
‘beak’ feeding on Grevillea flowers.

•	 Next to be discovered were Hibiscus menzeliae, 
page 250 in the book, apparently its fragile flowers 
are a favourite for many different insects.

•	 Then moving on to Lost City South with its 
spectacular sandstone formations shortly into the 
walking path they found Leichardtia viridiflora 
subsp. tropica, also known as Bush Banana, an 
interesting herbaceous vine with white latex sap 
and tuberous roots. Although edible you need 
to know when and how to eat them, more in the 
book on page 267.

•	 They also found the lovely flowering Grevillea 
heliosperma there, quite common across the Top 
End and a favourite with birds and insects, page 
228 in the book.

•	 The next day still in the Lost City they found Senna 
venusta of the Fabaceae family with pinnate 
leaves and yellow flowers and spikes, in the book 
shown on page 333.

•	 Still there they discovered Pityrodia ternifolia 
also a host plant for the beautiful Leichhardt’s 
Grasshopper and shown on 315 in the book and is 
similar to Pityrodia jamesii.

•	 On the way out they found the small flowered 
Thysanotus chinensis (known as Fringe Lily) hiding 
in the grasses with its tiny flowers, not in the book, 

but the more attractive Thysanotus eliator is.
•	 Leaving Limmen National Park on the gravel road 

they found Acacia lysiphloa (Turpentine Wattle) 
quite common in the drier parts of the Top End 
and featuring distinctive ‘minni richi’ bark, in the 
book on page 90.

•	 Grevillea paralella with its beautiful white 
flowered terminal groups was the next find with 
photos on page 230 in the book.

•	 They also came across Acacia retivenea subsp. 
retivenea, very tough and commonly used for 
rehabilitation of road verges, on page 96.

•	 Still in dry country they found Corymbia terminalis 
in flower and large coarse buds, page 165.

•	 Then they camped at the Wearyan River, the site 
featuring a massive 27 m high Tamarindus indica, 
the species introduced Australia long before the 
arrival of Europeans, page 353.

•	 The tallest cycads in the NT, Cycas angulata and 
generally found in the Gulf region. John remarked 
a few impressive specimens can also be found in 
the Darwin Botanic Gardens, page 172.

•	 They looked at Cochlospermum gregorii a much 
bigger tree compared to our local Kapok Bush, not 
in the book, but Cordia dichotoma a new species 
did at page 156.

•	 Eucalyptus pruinosa, a ‘scrappy’ dryland eucalypt 
they saw many in this area, page 204.

•	 At another little campsite at Wearyan River on 
the way back, they found numerous. possibly 
Drosera serpens turned into a ‘killing fields’ for 
Tawny Coster butterflies, making for extraordinary 
photos, shown on page 187 in the book.

•	 They also visited Caranbirini Conservation Reserve 
and to their surprise found hanging plants from 
a cave, some also growing on the grounds and 
thought to be a Eremophila species. This is yet to 
be properly identified.
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Interesting Bird Sightings
Compiled by Magen Pettit

1 to 31 August 2026
Sightings are presented as observer-reported records (unvetted, unconfirmed), with the exception of eBird 
observations, which are verified within the eBird review process. The information has been compiled from eBird 
(ebird.org/region/AU-NT), Facebook group posts on Birdline Northern Territory (www.facebook.com/groups/
BirdlineNT), Northern Territory Birders, (www.facebook.com/groups/727665138011698) and NT Field Naturalists’ 
Club Inc (www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub), and from correspondence with Wildcare Inc. NT and 
birdwatchers. Bird names follow the eBird/Clements checklist (2025).

Species	 Date	 Location	 Observer/s		  Numbers/
					     Comments

August meeting report continued ...

•	 Camping at Cape Crawford they saw Brachychiton 
collinus more of a dryland Kurrajong, not in the 
book.

•	 Moving on at another site they 
found Pittosporum angustifolium, 
page 312 in the book, a very lovely 
weeping shrub in John’s words, not 
very well known as it is more of a 
desert plant.

•	 Near Mataranka they had a look at 
Livistonia mariae subsp. rigida, as 
shown on page 271.

That wrapped up John’s very lively 
and humorous talk about this trip. 
Incidentally it re-igniting many of my 
fond memories from decades ago 
when I was deeply involved in the site 
planning of Limmen National Park. 
Off the beaten tourist path and with 
rich aboriginal history, it’s a fantastic 
area and well worth visiting with sites 

and activities for everyone. On behalf of the NT Field 
Naturalists’ Club I thank Willie and John for showing 
us their photos and providing insightful commentary. 
The book they have come up with is not only well 
presented, but practical.

Waterbirds
Great Crested Grebe	 3/8/26	 McLeod’s Dam, Buntine Hwy	 Dan Ashdown			   10
Great Crested Grebe	 4/8/26	 Lajamanu	 Gavan Keane			   7

Seabirds & Shorebirds
Common Noddy	 24/8/26	 West Arnhem	 Mitch Rose		  Present, no count
Sooty Tern	 26/8/26	 Oxley Island, West Arnhem	 Mitch Rose		  Present, no count

Raptors
Masked Owl	 15/8/26		  Cooinda, Kakadu	 Anonymous		  1

Other Non-Passerines
King Quail	 14/8/26	 Knuckey Lagoons	 Anonymous		  1, call recorded
Scarlet-chested Parrot	 31/8/26   	 Stuart Hwy, MacDonnell	 Dianne Atkin-Smith	2

Passerines
Red-browed Pardalote 	 14/8/26	 Knuckey Lagoons	 Anonymous		  1, call recorded
Restless Flycatcher	 22/8/26	 Alice Springs Desert Park	 Luke Paterson & Jamie Smith-Morvell 	
			                                     1, potentially the first NT record
Welcome Swallow	 29/8/26	 Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park	 Meg McFetridge			   1
Yellow-rumped Mannikin 29/8/26	 Darwin River	 Anne Woollard			   1

An amazing “killing field” at Wearyan River, of Tawny Coster butterflies, attracted to and then 
trapped by the sticky leaves of the carnivorous plants, possibly Drosera serpens.
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Left to right: Coin Spider (Herrenia oz); one of the undescribed spiny orb weavers (Gateracantha species); Painted Grasshawk (Neurothemis 
stigmatizans); a Paddy Bug (Leptocorisa acuta), a seed feeder. Photos: Andrew Parker

Left to right: An old abandoned nest of the paper wasps Polistes stigma; female Northern St. Andrew’s Cross Spider (Argiope picta); a tree orchid 
(Dendrobium dicuphum) longing for rain. Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke

Below, left to right: flower spike of Amorphophallus galbra; Giant Golden Orb Weaver (Nephila 
pilipes) feeding on a Brown Honeyeater. Photos: Roland Muench

Above: A large banyan, Ficus virens showing off 
its aerial roots. Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke

August Field Trip Report
by Tissa Ratnayeke

Exploring Berry Springs
The Club explored the Water for Life walk at Berry Springs Nature Reserve for it August field trip. This is an easy 1 km 
loop walk that passes through some savanna woodlands as well as a board walk through monsoon forest. 
Highlights of the walk included the sighting of several fresh flower spikes of Amorphophallus galbra, a large banyan 
tree (Ficus virens) showing off its aerial roots and a Coin Spider (Herrenia oz) which build there webs just off the 
surface of vertical tree trunks. Club member Roland decided to do a follow up second lap by himself and was 
rewarded with an observation of a Brown Honeyeater trapped in the web of a Giant Golden Orb Weaver (Nephila 
pilipes). Following the walk a few members stayed on to enjoy a cooling swim in the natural spring fed pool.
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

... Chitter Chatter continued on next page

Roy Anderson - 31 August
Mudskippers galore! I spent a few hours on a boat on a 
mud bank at the mouth of the Moyle River photographing 
mudskippers. There were so many (thousands) and such 
a variety of sizes! Many of the blue spotted mudskippers 
easily get up to 15cm. Catching them having a barney was 
like watching a battle of dinosaurs!!! Feel very lucky to have 
done this. I hadn’t seen these type before, only the pug-
faced variety up buffalo creek.
Joakim Liman - Fantastic pictures of Boleophthalmus species.
Nathan Daniel - You’ll get that same species of blue spot at 
shoal Bay, mouth of the Mary, Winnellie Creek and any other 
expansive mudflats right on the coast.

Trace Connolly - 30 August
Lynx Spiders galore Sunday 23.8.26 at Leaning Tree Lagoon.
Note - the boxing glove-like enlarged tips of the pedipalps 
helps ID this as a male.

Chris Spooner - 30 August
After seeing the juvenile Banded Honeyeater numerous 
times this year, I was very happy to finally see an adult 
today. To liven things up, a Brown Honeyeater was disputing 
perching position. Darwin region.

Stephen Fricker - 29 August
Check out this Green Lynx Spider (Peucetia albescens)? I 
found just north of Katherine NT this week.

Dave Timewell - August 26 at 5:12 PM
Followed some tracks with my young fella & found this 
bluey. Haven’t seen one this wide or with the cool facial 
marking. Could we get an ID please ? Latin & common name 
please? Ampilatwatja.
Greg Wallis - Centralian Blue-tongue (Tiliqua multifasciata).

Andrew Parker - 19 August
From Nitmiluk National 
Park. Assassin bug, genus 
Poecilosphodrus.
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Chitter Chatter continued from previous page

Leanne Griffin - 29 August
Tiwi Black-headed Pardalote?  
Melville Island.
Marc Gardner - subspecies 
melancephalus (eastern Qld) and 
uropygialis (Northern Australia) 
known as the ‘Black-headed 
Pardalotes’. Subspecies melvillensis 
from Tiwi Islands is similar to 
uropygialis but more richer orange 
yellow on the rump and upper tail 
coverts. All are subspecies of Striated 
Pardalote.

Stephen Crocker - 28 August·
Somedays a Western Laughing Tree 
Frog sleeps in this corner, other days 
none. Today we had 2, and now a 
gecko thinks its a good spot to rest. 
Farrar NT.

Richelle Annis-Brown - August 28
Strange find Lee Point beach! Larger than 
my foot. Any ideas?
Blanche d’Anastasi - It’s a porcupine ray, 
missing its wings. Urogymnus asperrimus.
Mike Cappo -

Samantha Coonan - 26 August
Hoping someone can tell me what this 
magnificent creature is! Location: Acacia 
Hills.
Troy Wilson - Crane Fly.
Andrew Parker - Looks like Maekistocera 
filipes.
George Oreilly - It does not suck blood. 
It’s not a mozzie. Harmless.

John Brock - 25 August
Fruit of Podocarpus grayae, a 
remarkable evergreen conifer, to about 
10-12m tall, which has separate male 
& female trees. In the NT, classified as 
Near Threatened, known only from 
restricted relict monsoon rainforest, in 
deep gorges in western Arnhem Land. A 
shapely tree already growing successfully 
in cultivation. Yes, the mature dark red 
bases (receptacles) are edible. Cultivated 
plant photographed in Darwin.

Andrew Bell - 23 August
A beautiful little Lemon-bellied Flyrobin 
I found late this afternoon, sitting on 
its exquisite tiny nest of bark fragments 
held together with spider web, in an area 
scheduled for clearing and development 
at Lee Point. Will it have habitat to feed 
its chick by the end of this week?
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Club website:
http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au

Club Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President:	 Katrina Chambers	
Secretary:	 Erin Elkin 	
Treasurer:	 Mary Fathers	
Committee Members:	 Andrew Bell	 Dan Campbell

	 Graham Brown	 Geoff Kum Jew
		 Margot Eliason	 Georgia Kielbaska

	 Chris Spooner

BirdLife Australia Liaison Officer:	 Andrew Bell	 0428 882 979
Newsletter Editor	 Tissa Ratnayeke	 0417 659 755
Website and Facebook: 	 Tissa Ratnayeke	 0417 659 755

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was formatted and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 

comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to   
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com 

Deadline for the October 2026 newsletter: Friday 2 October 2026.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7.00 pm, 
on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

Club Field Trips are usually held on the weekend following the meetings.

Need a Club membership form?  
Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;

Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and 
McMillans Road, and commence at 7:00 pm. Contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 
665 or visit www.topendnativeplants.org.au

FIELD

NATURALISTS’

CLUB Inc.

The BirdLife Top End branch offers community activities centred around the 
conservation of birds and their habitats in the Top End of the Northern Territory. 
Participate in a variety of bird-related educational resources, workshops, events 
and excursions. Visit: https://birdlife.org.au/groups/birdlife-top-end/


