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Discovered during the club's recent excursion to Litchfield National Park, the underneath of this leaf was packed with
dozens of the iridescent Jewel Bugs (Lampromicra senator) however by the time Amélie Corrivea took this photograph
many had flown away. See page 7 for the full report on the excursion.

FOR THE DIARY
July meeting: Wednesday 13 July 2016, 7.45pm
A walking trek to the Simpson Desert & Birds of Otago Peninsula, New Zealand

Speakers: Louise Finch & Richard Willan

• See page 2 for more details •
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club Activities
Jul y Meet ing
(1) A wal king t rek t o t he Simpson Desert - by Louise Finch
(2) Birds of Ot ago Peninsul a, New Zeal and - by Richard Willan
Wednesday 13 July 2016 7.45pm, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina
This month there will be two talks from
members of the NT Field Nats about their travels
to two very different locations and contrasting
environments.
Louise Finch will give a talk on her walking trek
to the Simpson Desert with a focus on the
landscapes and wildflowers of the region.
Richard Wil l an will then give his talk on the
birds of Otago Peninsula , New Zealand.
A Yellow-eyed Penguin (Megadyptes antipodes) or hoiho inspects
visitors at ?his?beach on Otago Peninsula, New Zealand. This species
of penguin is endangered, with an estimated population of 4000. It is
considered one of the world's rarest penguin species. It may be the
most ancient of all living penguins.
Photo: Neil Wright.

It promises to be a very interesting night.

Jul y Fiel d Out ing - Christ mas in Jul y (Cancel l ed)
Sunday 10 July 2016 12pm

Pl ease not e t his event has been cancel l ed.
Currently there is no field trip planned for July. Members might like to visit the
Dragonf l y Craf t Fair held at Territ ory Craf t next to the museum

Fut ure Fiel d Nat s Program .
August Meet ing: Wed 10 Aug. Jackson Browne on Tropical cyclones & the 'Hector' storms on the
Tiwi Islands
August Out ing: Sunday 14 August. Outing to Holmes Jungle with Tissa Ratnayeke
Sept ember Meet ing: Wed 7 Sept. AGM plus Geoff Carr on Introduction to Astronomy PLUS Silent
Auction
Sept ember Out ing: Sat 10-11 Sept. Overnight Camp at Territory Wildlife Park plus Astronomy with
Geoff Carr on Saturday night.
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Club News
Comings and Goings
We welcome new members Rowshini Ahmed, Eloise Wigger and Natasha Jones to the club.

Membership Subscript ions are now due
Annual Subscriptions are now due. If you joined the club during 2016 your subscription will be
valid until the end of June 2017 so does not need to be renewed at this time.
Annual membership fees are $25 for individuals, $30 for families and $15 concession. Membership
expires on June 30 of every year.
You can join or renew your membership in person at the next meeting (Wednesday 13 July) or via
EFT or post.
All the details and forms for renewing your membership can be found on the club's website;

ht t p:/ / nt f iel dnat ural ist s.org.au

Websit e f or Our Cl ub
ht t p:/ / nt f iel dnat ural ist s.org.au
Please explore the website, browse the content and let us know if you have any suggestions.
We are always looking for volunteers to keep the website up-to-date with club activities and
uploading of past newsletters and publications. If you're interested in helping please contact
Tissa Ratnayeke on 0417 659 755 .

Cl ub Facebook page
https:/ / www.facebook.com/ groups/ ntfieldnaturalistsclub/

Graham Brown has let us know about a new set
of stamps that has been released this week by
Australia Post which should be of interest to NT
Field Nats members.
In a media release, Australia Post has announced
the issue of 'Guardians of the Night'. These latest
stamp issues show off four owl species which
have been illustrated by wildlife artist Christopher Pope.
The four owl species featured are; Rufous Owl (Ninox rufa), Eastern Grass Owl (Tyto longimembris),
Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa) and lurida subspecies of the Southern Boobook (Ninox boobook).
They are available now.
Nature Territory - July 2016
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Int erest ing Snippet s / Sight ings
This section of the newsletter relies on NT Field Nats members letting other members know of any interesting
snippets or sightings. You can let Lyn Lowe know of your snippet or sighting at the monthly meeting or, if you are
unable to attend please send an email to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com so we can include it in the newsletter.
At the meeting in June there were sightings and snippets from members who have been traveling both around
the NT and also interstate recently;
Richard Wil l an made mention of seeing 2 Carpet Pythons crawling on the ground while walking along the South
Bank of the Brisbane River in June. These pythons must have been knocked out of trees during the severe storm
the previous night.
Jul ie Wil son one of our Club Committee members visited Melbourne recently and discovered some trees in the
Melbourne Botanical Gardens have had an ?Ode?written about them by interested local people? Therefore ?An
Ode to a Tree?. Do we have any members enamoured of any of our Local Species willing to write such a piece?
Lyn Lowe writes that she was confused by the lack of observations at this time of year, but a couple of days after
the meeting, around the Building Yellow 3 on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University, she noticed
two birds nests in Hibiscus tiliaceus (in the flyway where the grasshoppers were found on Cycas calcicola) earlier
in the year. Her attention was caught because of all the chirping ?feed me??feed me feed me?. One nest was
built by White-gaped Honeyeaters (Lichenostomus unicolor) which Morcombe iPhone app suggests breed almost
throughout the year but usually September ? February with a clutch of 2 eggs. The other a platform of twigs by
Bar Shouldered Doves (Geopelia humeralis). Morcombe iPhone app suggests they breed from November to July,
incubation 14-16 days and the young fledge at about 3 weeks.
and finally from Magen Pet t it who was visiting Kakadu NP in June;
Interesting birds from last week (1-3 Jun) at Kakadu include:
-

4x Partridge Pigeon along Kakadu Highway between Bowali Visitors Centre, Jabiru & Nourlangie
2x Barking Owls heard at Kakadu Lodge, Jabiru
1x Brown Quail at Gubara (within the first 1km of the walking track)
2x Spotted Harrier at South Alligator area (past Aurora Kakadu accommodation)
1x Black-breasted Buzzard along Arnhem highway, north of Pine Creek.

John Rawsthorne sent in a photo of a strange
phenomenon.
He says 'The pic (right) was taken by a friend in central
NSW on a cold day. It is a very big group of Dusky
Woodswallows, roosting in a way that I have not seen
with woodswallows before ? often enough they
huddle together along a branch, but not like this as far
as I knew? '
From the photographer, Richard Allen:
It was on Sat 25th June at around 4pm (max for that
day was 8C and dropped to -2.2C later that night). At
dawn we saw about 200 woodswallows emerge from a
point on trunk and we thought they must have come
from hollow (looked like bats coming out of cave). A
hobby/ peregrine made some close passes. A few
stunned birds hung around in callitris looking cold and
perplexed. On closer inspection we could not find a
hollow. Later that afternoon they regrouped in about 3
waves over a period of 40 mins (when this photo was
taken) before getting disturbed and vacated.
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Denise Goodfellow has notified us of an interesting talk at the Territ ory Wil dif e Park on the 21st Jul y at
12-1pm by Dr Nicol e Dupl aix. The details are below;
The title of the talk is ?Ot t ers of t he Worl d and t he Worl d of Ot t ers?
Summary: Otters are in trouble. Threats to otters take many forms. Wetlands are the most threatened habitat
in many parts of the world, disappearing to make room for development. Otters live in rivers and coastal
areas which may be polluted and overfished. Otter numbers are plummeting in Southeast Asia where they
are heavily poached and traded for their pelts, destined for newly prosperous Asian markets. Yet in some
regions, otters have made spectacular comebacks after receiving protection and where anti-pollution
measures are enforced.
The 280 members of the Otter Specialist Group have launched conservation programs since 1974 for all 13
species of otters worldwide. We still need to expand our efforts further if we are to overcome the increasing
threats facing otters in many countries today.
Bio: Dr. Nicol e Dupl aix received her master?s and doctorate degrees in Biology and Ecology from the
University of Paris-Orsay, France. She conducted her doctoral research on the giant otters of Suriname, the
first time this endangered species had been studied in the wild. She has studied otters and explored river
systems worldwide for 45 years and now focuses on otter research and conservation in Asia and South
America. She is the founder and Chair of the IUCN-SSC?s Otter Specialist Group ? the authority in global
otter conservation. She is the founder of TRAFFIC, the global wildlife trade monitoring system. She is a
long-time contract photographer for the National Geographic Society. She lives in Salem, Oregon and is a
Senior Instructor at Oregon State University?s Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.

Fiona Douglas has sent through this interesting bit of information for any members who may be travelling
south during the holidays.
Keep a l ookout f or Emu f eat hers!
The National Parks and Wildlife Service NSW and the Hawkesbury Institute of Environment (Western Sydney
University) are collecting Emu feathers from across eastern Australia to examine patterns of dispersal, diet
and gene flow of the Emu. This information will help understand how to better manage geographically
isolated populations, such as the NSW endangered coastal population.
If you come across any Emu feathers or road kill across NSW, Victoria or Queensland (while out doing
fieldwork or on holiday trips) ? a feather sample would be greatly appreciated.
Preferable samples are a bunch of 4-5 feathers with base of feather intact, as well as any tissue attached to
the base (avoid touching base).
Please post feathers in a paper envelope with locality (e.g. Lat/ long), date and collector name.
Samples should be posted to:
Ms Julia Ryeland (M14.G.1)
Hawkesbury Institute for the Environment
UWS Hawkesbury Campus
Locked Bag 1797
Penrith NSW 2751 Australia
For further information please contact Julia.ryeland@westernsydney.edu.au
Nature Territory - July 2016
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June Club Meeting Report
Introduction of Deer to Australia and their management post introduction
Present at ion by Brian Boyl e

Report by Miguel Bedoya-Perez
Deer arrived in Australia through acclimatisation
societies, deer farming and translocations. Now
days, Fallow deer, Red deer, Sambar, Rusa, Chital
deer, Hog deer represent the bulk of species of
deer in Australia, occupying most of the continents
habitats. Deer have become part of our landscape,
and chances to get rid of them are very low. Some
of the locals are happy to take advantages of these
foreign comers, with white-bellied sea eagles,
wedge-tailed eagles and dingos being their main
Australian predators. Currently, a considerable
number of Australians humans have also taken to
look at these animals not only for meat, but also as
a recreational opportunity.

Fallow Bucks

Photo: Brian Boyle

Brian Boyle was kind enough to offer us an incredible
insight into the current situation of deer in Australia. He
started by giving us an overview on what deer actually
are. From the 5 kg Pudu to the imposing Moose that can
reach 600 kg, all 42 species of deer belong to the family
Cervidae. They are a very adaptable group, occupying a
wide variety of habitats from Arctic tundra to tropical
rainforest, sea shores to alpine areas.
Deer are true ruminants, which makes them very efficient
at taking advantage of lower quality food. They breed in
annual cycles, often producing a single offspring per year.
Some of the more interesting features of the deer biology
are related to their main identifying characteristic, the
antlers. Only males produced them, and they do on an
annual cycle. Antlers can be used to age the deer, since
their size and branching is dependent on the males?age.
We learnt how important these animals are in other parts
of the world, with key ecological functions as large
herbivores and main prey species for large predators like
bears, wolves, tigers, lions and more cryptic predators
such as the dhole and the Komodo dragon. But their
importance is not limited to their ecological niche, but
also to their relationship to humans with the
domestications and semi-domestications of several
species such as the Fallow deer, reindeer. Is this
domestication that have brought to question the concept
of species for this group, since when place in mixed
herds, several species are very happy to cross and
produce fertile offspring.
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Across Australia, the population and extent of deer
is increasing and effective management options are
rare. This is exacerbated by the poor understanding
of their biology, impacts and control techniques
under Australian conditions. The hunting
community in Australia represents one of the only
long lasting management strategies at the moment.
Brian, as a keen hunter impressed us all with his
understanding of the species to the point of being
able to tell different species, age classes, and sexes
apart by the taste of their meat.

Hog Deer Stag

Photo: Brian Boyle
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June Fiel d Trip

Lit chf iel d NP Discovery Expedit ion - 2016 Edit ion
Report by Jul ie Wil son, Amel ie Corriveau & Tissa Rat nayeke
features, surrounded
You missed a real treat if
by acacias and
you didn?t make it to the
eucalypts. While a
Field Nat?s Litchfield Field
Gumleaf Grasshopper
trip in June. It was
(Goniaea sp.) made its
camping with luxury ? hot
way onto Julie?s head,
showers, gas stove and
John?s children tracked
fridge, in fully equipped
some more creatures
kitchen ? amongst natural
such as the cryptic,
bush for kilometers all
dried grass-like
around. With a private
praying mantis. Miguel
bathing pool in the stream
armed his macro lens
running beside the
and chased tiny purple
green-lawned campsite, it
Field Nats members enjoying the weekend at Litchfield NP
flowers around. We
was an idyllic setting for
Photo: Amelie Corriveau
were also delighted at
easy forays out into the
seeing a few
bush. Highlight of Friday
specimens of a native hibiscus in flower. A
evening was stargazing. Mars glowed and was the
Mistletoe Bird was heard from a distance, Common
reddest I?ve ever seen it, and Jupiter a warm yellow
Crow Butterflies and Albatross butterflies were
glow amongst all the brilliant white stars. We also
seen, as well as Torresian Crows with their pale
observed the Southern Cross and The Pointers and
blue eyes. On our way back, we stopped to explore
compared the various techniques for locating the
a small patch of savannah woodland and discover
south celestial pole, the point directly above the
several species of case moths and sheltering
south pole, the place to point your camera to create
underneath a large leaf were many iridescent
circular star trails.
Jewel Bugs (Lampromicra senator).
As the sun went down, Miguel Bedoya Perez

Gumleaf Grasshopper (Goniaea sp.) Photo: Amelie Corriveau

Waking to bird songs, firstly the repetitive call of
White-throated Honeyeatyers followed by the
melodious Little Shrike-thrush and many other
species, and a cool dry breeze on Saturday morn was
a delight. Tissa and John were excited at having
heard a Rufous Owl calling in the night.
After an array of interesting breakfasts on Saturday
morn early, but not too early, the group headed to
the Lost City. Strolled around the towering sandstone
Nature Territory - July 2016

Observing a cryptic praying mantis
Photo : Amelie Corriveau
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introduced us to his work on Agile Wallabies (Macropus agilis) and their
impact on pastural lands in the NT. Numbers and densities of Agile Wallabies
have increased drastically in recent years and are now causing considerable
losses to pasturalists, especially to properties with improved pastures. The
complexity of this issue was discussed. A second presentation from Sean
Webster, the ranger who has coordinated all of the club's visits to Litchfield
Park, offered an overview of his career and shared his passion for Australian
ecology, which rounded off Saturday evening. As most of us headed back to
our tents, a small group went spotlighting, in hopes of finding some sugar
gliders. Though none were seen this time, the group did spot a Brown Tree
Snake (Boiga irregularis) high up in a tree and many flying foxes feeding on
blossom.
Sunday morning?s expedition was a short drive and easy walk to a monsoon
rain forest. Amazing that in two paces one can step from dry woodland to
monsoon rain forest. Many magnificent examples of Golden Orb Weaver
(Nephila insignis) spiders hanging in their webs, some with the small orange
commensal spiders and in one a tiny male edging around a female many
times its size. Also of interest was a large rectangular paper wasp nest, tiny
bright red mushroom, and the largest paperbark trees I have ever seen with
circumference of at least six metres and reaching over 20 metres in height.

A native hibiscus in flower
Photo: Amelie Corriveau

Thanks to all organisers, especially John Rawsthorne for a fabulous weekend. Can hardly wait till next year?s camp ?
I?ll be first in line : )
The club would also like to extend a special thanks to ranger Sean Webster for having facilitated our visits over the
past few years and for having offered activities to make these trips memorable.
Species observations for the weekend - 51 bird, 4 frogs, 2 snakes, 12
butterflies, 5 geckos/ skinks, Merten's Water Monitor, many spiders, and
many more insects.

Purple Flower (Osbeckia australiana)
Photo: Rawsthorne Family.

Intrepid Field Nats explore the Lost City Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

Bumpy Rocket Frog (Litoria inermis) Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
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Bird of the month - Little Kingfisher
By Amanda Lil l eyman
Bird: Little Kingfisher (Ceyx pusillus)
Famil y: Alcedinidae
Size: 11 cm (head to tail)
Descript ion: This small kingfisher is bright royal blue
on the back, wings, tail and head and white below on
the throat, chest, belly and underparts of the tail. It has
white frontal and neck patches. The bill is long and all
black. The eyes and legs are black. This kingfisher is
tiny with a short tail. This species is not sexually
Photo : Mick Jerrum
dimorphic. Juvenile birds have a greenish wash to the
blue upperparts, some buff to the loral spots, black on
the side of the breast and dusky margins to the breast feathers. The overall size of the bird, length of
tail, preferred habitat and call help distinguish it from the similarly coloured Forest Kingfisher. The
call of the Little Kingfisher is high pitched and repeated ?peep?. Birds often call in flight.
Ecol ogy: This small species of kingfisher is found in the
Northern Territory, northern Queensland, New Guinea, and
Torres Strait. The Little Kingfisher prefers mangrove forests,
forested tidal or freshwater creeks, woodland rivers, and pools.
It perches on branches above the water and dives for prey,
often submerging its entire body to collect small fish,
crustaceans, shrimps, and aquatic beetles. This species nests in
tunnels made in mud banks, riverbanks, rotting mangroves, or
termitarium (termite nest either in a tree or on the ground). In
the Northern Territory, 3-5 eggs are laid from February
onwards.
Photo: John Grylls

In Darwin: Since Little
Kingfishers prefer mangrove
forests, the best way to see them is to spend time in mangroves with
creeklines. Close to Darwin they can be found at the sewage outlet at
the back of Leanyer Sewage Ponds, and at the mangrove boardwalk at
Sandy Creek in the Casuarina Coastal Reserve. Further away from
Darwin you can find this species around Yellow Water in Kakadu
National Park and other freshwater wetlands.
Ref erences: Woodall, P.F. (2016). Little Kingfisher (Ceyx pusillus). In:
del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. & de Juana, E. (eds.).
Handbook of the Birds of the World Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.
(retrieved from http:/ / www.hbw.com/ node/ 55799 on 11 June 2016).

Photo: Jon Clark
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http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Ilona Barrand.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Emma
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.
Deadline for the July newsletter: Monday July 25 2016
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is delighted with the number of submissions he has received for the
next issue of the Club’s scientific journal, Northern Territory Naturalist. He cannot accept any
more submissions with a guarantee that they will be published next year. All the present
submissions are now in the editorial system. Volume 27 is going to be a bumper edition!
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

New Home Needed ! The Club owns various items such as pull up banners, trestle tables, books and journals,
all of which need to be stored. Up until now items have been stored at a Committee member’s home but this is
no longer feasible, so we are asking if any member has a storage area that they would be willing to rent to the NT
Field Nats. It will be necessary that the storage area is secure but that it is possible for a Committee member to
have easy access. If someone can help, please ring or text Julia 0407270898.

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
Nature Territory, July 2016
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