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Nearly sixty species of birds were sighted during the club's excursion to Corroboree Billabong. Gliding over one of the boats,
this bird's brown plumage identifies it as an immature White‐bellied Sea‐eagle. They take at least four years to develop the
adult's grey and white colours. See page 6 for excursion report. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

FOR THE DIARY
June meeting: Wednesday 8 June 2016, 7.45pm
Introduction of Deer to Australia and their management post introduction

Speaker: Brian Boyle
June excursion: Friday 10 ‐ Sunday 12 June
Overnight camp at Litchfield NP with John Rawsthorne

• See page 2 for more details •
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club Activities
June Meet ing - Int roduct ion of Deer t o Aust ral ia and t heir
management post int roduct ion
presented by Brian Boyl e
Wednesday 8 June 2016 7.45pm, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina
Bio: Brian grew up in New Zealand and moved to
Tasmania in 1990 where he joined the Parks and Wildlife
Service, and completed a Bachelor of Applied Science
with First Class Honours with a Research Project on
Fallow deer in eastern Tasmania. In 1995 he moved to
Victoria and also involved hunters in projects in areas he
worked in as Ranger-in-Charge. Brian also served on the
Australian Alps National Parks Scientific Liaison
Committee.

Fallow Bucks Photo : Brian Boyle

In 2003 he took up the position as Operations Manager
with Game Council of NSW and 18 months later was
appointed CEO. He developed many hunter education as
well as game management programs ? including
co-developing the Ecological Deer Management concept.
In late 2014 he moved to the NT to manage the
operations of the Banana Freckle Response and now
works at NT Fisheries as an Aquatic Resources Manager.

Brian is the President of NT Branch of the Australian Deer Association and is on their National Executive as well
as their Hunter Education Committee. He is a life member of Australian Hunters International and the Quality
Deer Management Association (US) and is also a hunting journalist with regular articles in 3 magazines in
Australia. Brian also has a share in a small (2400ha) island off Victoria that is owned and operated by hunters
for the management of Hog deer.
Abst ract : Deer are arguably the most charismatic of Australia?s exotic animals. Long considered a welcome
addition to the Australian environment, primarily as a highly valued hunting resource, deer populations have
flourished throughout the country, especially in the past 25 years. Wild populations are now scattered
throughout all States and Territories, particularly in south-eastern Australia, where there are few areas
unoccupied by deer. Bioclimatic modelling suggests that all deer species currently occupy a fraction of their
potential distribution in Australia and have great capacity to expand, especially into northern Australia. Deer
are among the least studied mammal species in Australia and our understanding of their ecology in the
Australian environment is in its infancy. Come along to the presentation by someone who has 25 years?
experience in natural resource and hunting management and learn about this animal, their past management
and the future challenges for their management in Australia.

Fut ure Fiel d Nat s Program .
Jul y Meet ing: Wed 12 July. Louise Finch on her scenic trip to PNG and Paula Chappel on her scenic
trip to Kiribati
Jul y Out ing: 10 July Christmas in July. Luncheon at Cornucopia Cafe
August Meet ing: Wed 10 Aug. Jackson Browne on Tropical cyclones & the 'Hector' storms on the
Tiwi Islands
August Out ing: Sunday 14 Aug. Darwin Local Trip
Page 2

Nature Territory - June 2016

June Fiel d Out ing - Lit chf iel d NP Discovery Expedit ion - 2016 edit ion
with John Rawst horne
Friday 10 to Sunday 12 June 2016 at Litchfield NP
Once again Parks and Wildlife Commission ranger
Sean Webster has kindly granted the club access to
the Special Interest Group (SIG) camping area near
Buley Rockhole in Litchfield National Park and what
a great time of the year to go camping. The gates will
be open for us from Friday afternoon through to
Sunday, so it's up to you if you wish to camp one
night or two nights or just visit for the day.
There is a range of proposed activities being
considered. Birding, "insecting" and potentially night
time small mammal trapping. We are also lucky this
Sean opening a bag to check ID of specimen retrieved from trap
year to have Dr Miguel Bedoya-Perez giving a
Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
presentation on his work with Agile Rock Wallabies,
while Emeritus Professors Rosemary Grant and Peter
Grant, evolutionary biologists world-renowned for their work on Galapagos Finches, will be joining us for the
weekend to meet a few local field naturalists and get a close-up view of the Top End?s natural wonders.
Camping spaces are limited so please contact John Rawsthorne on 0412 899 051 or kim_john@bigpond.net.au
to reserve your spot. We'll provide you with more information closer to the time and if required assist you with
car-pooling and tent sharing.

Save t he Dat e - Christ mas in Jul y
Sunday 10 Jul y 2016
The club's July outing is to Cornucopia Museum Cafe on Sunday 10 July 2016. The menu is detailed below.

DINNER MENU (Banquet Style)
$25 per person GST inclusive
MAIN BANQUET STYLE
Assortment of Bread rolls with butter served to each table
Chef?s salad of the day, Grilled ham on the bone, gravy and roast veg,
Roast Angus beef with potato gratin
DESSERT Petit fours
If you are interested in joining us , please let Amanda Lilleyman know via email
(Amanda.Lilleyman@cdu.edu.au) or via our facebook site
https:/ / www.facebook.com/ groups/ ntfieldnaturalistsclub/
We look forward to seeing you there !

2016 CHARLES DARWIN ORATION
Evol ut ion in Act ion ? Charl es Darwin and t he Gal ápagos Finches
by Prof essors Rosemary Grant and Pet er Grant
5.30 ? 7.00pm, 9 June 2016, University Theatre, Building Orange 3, Casuarina Campus, CDU
For more information visit http:/ / www.cdu.edu.au/ about/ charles-darwin-scholar
Nature Territory - June 2016
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Club News
NT Fiel d Nat ural ist s' Cl ub 2016 CDU Schol arship Winner Announced
At the May Club meeting the NT Field
Naturalists' Club 2016 CDU Scholarship winner
was announced.
The scholarship is to assist a postgraduate
student who is studying and has a keen
interest in natural history, ecology and
environmental science.
This year Amanda Lilleyman was the
scholarship recipient. She originally came to
Darwin in 2011 to do her Bachelor of Science
Honours at Charles Darwin University. Her
particular interest was in the behavioural
Amanda Lilleyman & NT Field Nats Committee Member Julia
Collingwood
responses of migratory shorebirds to
disturbance. This led to her present doctoral
thesis which is on migratory shorebird ecology in Darwin Harbour. As part of the conditions of the
scholarship Amanda will give a Wednesday evening talk to the Field Nats about her findings; and
she will also be submitting an article to the Northern Territory Naturalist.

Int erest ing Snippet s / Sight ings
This section of the newsletter relies on NT Field Nats members letting other members know of any interesting
snippets or sightings. You can let Lyn Lowe know of your snippet or sighting at the monthly meeting or, if you are
unable to attend please send an email to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com so we can include it in the newsletter.
At our meeting in May;
Tissa Ratnayeke mentioned having previously watched Spangled Drongos swallow whole, the large Cicadas
seen around Darwin. Recently he observed a Drongo tossing around a large grasshopper that was obviously a
challenge to swallow whole. Next, while holding down the prey with one foot it ripped off each of the legs and
consumed them. After tossing the hopper around again it returned to holding the prey with its foot and this
time ripped off and swallowed the head. Still unsure after another juggling act it decided on further action and
proceeded to rip off the four wings, which were allowed to fall to the ground. Picking up the remains it was
obviously happy with the result as it held back its head and swallowed it in one go.
Amanda Lillyman mentioned seeing clouds or large flocks of Tree and Fairy Martin?s overhead at Douglas Daly
Research Farm, she said in their 1000?s.
And Mark Grubert mentioned discovering a domesticated Jabiru near Borroloola.

Websit e f or Our Cl ub
We are excited to announce that the club has a new website.
ht t p:/ / nt f iel dnat ural ist s.org.au
Please explore the website, browse the content and let us know if you have any suggestions.
We are always looking for volunteers to keep the website up-to-date with club activities and
uploading of past newsletters and publications. If you're interested in helping please contact
Tissa Ratnayeke on 0417 659 755 .
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May Club Meeting Report
Conserving the little rulers of our world: incorporating terrestrial invertebrates in
biodiversity monitoring
Present at ion by St ef Oberpriel er
Stefanie was the winner of the NT Field Naturalist Club
postgraduate Scholarship in 2015 and this presentation
was about her PhD project. With the help of David
Attenborough, Stefanie gave us an overview about why
insects are so important, touching on the fact that the
earth wouldn?t survive without them. She describes how
her project will gain more information on invertebrate
distributions in the Top End and to ensure invertebrates
are included in biodiversity monitoring projects.
The number of described invertebrate species far
outweighs any other form of life on earth. 75% of all
described species are invertebrates, and it is believed
that less than 15% of invertebrates, in Australia alone,
are formally described. Vertebrate and plant species in
comparison only make up 4% and 18% respectively of
all described species. Despite their abundance, little is
known about invertebrates, therefore they are not
included in biodiversity monitoring programs. But how
can you make conclusions on biodiversity if you haven?t
included 75% of species on Earth?

Report by Sarah Bonney
· Ants have 60% endemism in the Top End and that
the Kimberley and North Queensland share the
most number of species with the Top End compared
to the much closer Victoria River District and Gulf
Country.
· Pitfalls gather a lot of specimens in a short time,
with medium sized traps most efficient.
Stefanie then gave us some interesting facts on the
survival and mating strategies some invertebrate
families utilise. These include:
· The tiger beetles which can maintain speeds of 9
km/ h making them one of the fastest animals on
earth (body size to speed ratio)
· The Bombardier beetles, who excrete a hot
noxious chemical, made of hydrogen peroxide, to
protect themselves
· The Namibian Stenocara gracilopes, which has
hydrophilic bumps on its elytra that collect water
from the wind
· The ant-mimicking spiders, which walk on three
pairs of legs and use the fourth to imitate antennae,
in order to catch their ant prey
· The Salticids (jumping spiders), which are among
the smartest spider families, including the famous
Australian endemic Maratus genus (Peacock
spiders) with their charismatic mating dances. If
you haven?t seen a video of these guys, I must
recommend it.

Stefanie?s project is investigating the diversity and
distributions of invertebrates in the Top End, and she
wants to use this information to ensure invertebrates are
included in future faunal surveys and inform
management programs to help identify priority areas for
conservation. Her preliminary results have indicated that:
· Ants make up the bulk of terrestrial diversity in her
traps, followed by springtails, mites, bugs, spiders, flies
and beetles. Based on these results, her PhD will focus on
ants, spiders, beetles and flies
Nature Territory - June 2016

Weevil Photo: Rolf Oberprieler
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May Fiel d Trip

Corroboree Bil l abong
Report by John Rawst horne
Two boats set out on Corroboree Billabong
with the aim of relaxing while taking in the
early dry season offerings of the Top End.
All enjoyed the trip which was, as
promised, relaxing. Plenty of birds were
active early, with the later morning more
occupied with insect-spotting, including
an array of dragonflies.
Amongst many trip highlights, the chance
for many to put a face to the name of
Channel-Billed Cuckoo was a real bonus
when one obligingly loitered near the
billabong edge for all to see, while also
making its raucous call.
Thanks to Will Riddell who offered to drive
the second boat, meaning most people
who wanted to come were able to do so.

A highlight for many was the sighting of this Channel-billed Cuckoo. It was feeding
on the fruit of the native grape (Cayratia trifolia), visible at top left. Photo: Lunar

Left: A treat for early arrivals, a lovely sunrise at the Billabong Photo: Annmaree Anderson. Right: The intrepid explorers Photo: Mike Jarvis

Above: An adult White-bellied Sea-eagle
Photo: Brian Thistleton
Right: An adult male Black-necked Stork
in flight. Females have clearly visible
yellow eye (think eggs and yolks to help
you remember). Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
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The species list from Corroboree Billabong excursion;
Magpie Goose,
Wandering Whistling-Duck,
Radjah Shelduck,
Red-winged Parrot,
Bar-shouldered Dove,
Pheasant Coucal,
Channel-billed Cuckoo,
Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo,
Brush Cuckoo,
Australasian Darter,
Little Pied Cormorant,
Azure Kingfisher,
Forest Kingfisher,
Sacred Kingfisher,
Blue-winged Kookaburra,

Black-necked Stork,
Brolga,
Intermediate Egret,
Great Egret,
Nankeen Night-Heron,
Pied Heron,
Striated Heron,
White-faced Heron,
White-necked Heron,
Rufous-banded Honeyeater,
White-gaped Honeyeater,
Little Friarbird,
Rufous Whistler,
Glossy Ibis,
Straw-necked Ibis,

Royal Spoonbill,
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike,
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike,
White-winged Triller,
Yellow Oriole,
Rainbow Bee-eater,
Willie Wagtail,
White-bellied Sea-Eagle,
Whistling Kite,
Black Kite,
Black-shouldered Kite,
Brown Goshawk,
Australian Hobby,
Brown Falcon,
Broad-billed Flycatcher,

Shining Flycatcher,
Paperbark Flycatcher,
Magpie-lark,
Golden-headed Cisticola,
Tree Martin,
Mistletoebird,
Crimson Finch,
Black-winged Stilt,
Masked Lapwing,
Comb-crested Jacana,
Whiskered Tern,
Little Corella,
Rufous Fantail , and
Estuarine Crocodile.

Above and below, scenic views from Corroboree Billabong Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke
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11 Finch Trip t o t he Vict oria River Dist rict
1st-3rd May 2016
Report and phot os by Laurie Ross
Marc Gardner and I decided the May long weekend
was a great chance to go camping and check out the
beautiful Victoria River District and hopefully along
the way find a finch or three.
I left Darwin late on Saturday afternoon and met
Marc at his house in Katherine around 6.30pm, we
were originally going to head off after we had
packed the car but after a couple of beers we
decided it was a better to leave early the next
morning instead.
My alarm at 5am woke
me from a deep sleep,
thankfully the car was
already packed so
after a quick shower
and trusty Paul?s Iced
Coffee we jumped into
the car and headed
west along the
Victoria Highway.
First stop for the trip
was the Buntine
Red-browed Pardalote
Highway which is 126
km west of Katherine,
this highway heads southwest towards Top Springs,
the first 5 kilometres can produce up to 10 species
of finch! It is also one of my favorite places to visit
this time of year and this time it didn?t disappoint
with 6 Star Finches first up at the junction of the
Victoria Highway and the Buntine Highway, they
were feeding in a burnt area right in the car park. A
few kilometres further down the Buntine Highway
we picked up 14 Gouldian Finches including a
couple very brightly coloured Black-faced males.
Feeding alongside the Gouldian?s were also great
numbers of Long-tailed, Double-barred, Masked
Finches and also Pictorella Mannikins. We also saw
most of the usual suspects including White-winged
Trillers, Golden-headed Cisticola, Brown Quail,
Crested Pigeon, Red-backed Kingfisher, Rainbow
Bee-eater, Rufous Songlark, Australasian Bushlark,
Rufous Whistler, Grey Shrike-thrush, White-bellied
& Black-faced Cuckooshrikes, Banded, Brown,
Yellow-tinted, White-gaped, Blue-faced and
Black-chinned Honeyeaters also good numbers of
Black-faced Woodswallows which are nice and
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early this year. Another great bird find was a couple of
Red-browed Pardalotes which posed nicely for a photo,
overall a fantastic start to the trip.
Further down the Buntine Highway we pulled into
McLeod?s Dam, this farmers dam can be very productive
at certain times of year. This visit was fairly quiet, we
did manage a single male Gouldian Finch,
Black-chinned Honeyeater again, two juvenile Rufous
Night-herons and a beautiful family of Variegated
Fairy-wrens. The dam itself is on private property but
can be observed from the
road and from a small track
beside it.
Leaving the dam, we headed
south towards Top Springs,
while driving the Buntine
Highway it?s worth checking
every bird of prey you see so
you don?t miss a Grey Falcon
or Square-tailed kite. This
time the drive down
produced 6 Wedge-tailed
Eagles, 4 Black-breasted
Buzzards, Black Kites,
Whistling Kites, Nankeen
Kestrel, Brown Falcon, Brown Goshawk and 2 Australian
Hobbies which were nesting on one of the repeater
towers and even more Masked Woodswallows and lots
of Budgies. We also had a Swamp Harrier cruise down
the Highway past us which was great to see as they
aren?t too common around here.
Reaching Top Springs, we stopped in at the road house
to check out the usual water run off at the back of the
property, sadly this was dry as a chip. This run off from
the roadhouse can be very productive if it contains
water, I have seen large numbers of Star Finch and
Pictorella Mannikins coming into drink here.
Seeing no water around we decided to head up the
Buchanan Highway towards Timber Creek, the road had
some rough patches but overall it was in pretty good
condition. Along the Buchanan Highway we searched
for anything of interest, we picked up Spinafex Pigeon
on the road side but not much else.
Along the way we stopped at all the pools of water
beside the road, we eventually found a nice pool of
Nature Territory - June 2016

water which we noticed had finches coming down to
drink. We pulled over to discover a great array of bird
life in the area with Pictorella Mannikins, Long-tailed,
Masked, Zebra, Double-barred and Gouldian Finches
coming down to drink. Marc also had great views of
Black Honeyeater coming down to drink, a little north
of its usual range making it a fantastic sighting.
Next stop were the sewage ponds near Yarralin,
located just off the Buchanan Highway and along the
Humbert Track into Gregory NP,we didn?t know what
to expect but this area is well known for its finches.
When we arrived the place was a hive of activity,
mixed flocks of Pictorella Mannikins, Star, Masked,
Long-tailed and Zebra Finches were all coming and
going, feeding on the grass seed adjacent to the
sewage ponds. We also had a few Yellow-rumped
Mannikins in amongst the chaos which were great to
see. The highlight though was great views of two
Painted Firetails flying past, a little out of range
making it another great sighting for the area.
Just down the hill was the beautiful Wickham River,
lined with River Pandanus it was prime
Purple-crowned Fairy-wren habitat. Sadly we dipped
on them here but we did find a few Double-barred
Finch and many of Star Finches including young
begging for food. We also found a family of Crimson
Finches rounding out the number of finches seen for
the day to 10, at this stage with only
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin to go.
It was an hour drive up the Buchanan to the beautiful
Jasper Gorge and our camp site for the night, this
beautiful ochre coloured gorge was carpeted in
golden spinifex and iconic Bloodwood Trees and on

Star Finch

sunset was just spectacular. To top things off we even
had Purple-crowned Fairy-wrens calling next to our
campsite.
Nature Territory - June 2016

Gouldian Finch

Settling into camp we enjoyed a couple of well
deserved Gin and Tonics with the locals, a pair of
Spotted Nightjars hawked through the campsite along
side the evening chorus of Owlet Nightjars and
Boobook Owls. We had another interesting sighting,
spotlighting a roosting Female Shinning Flycatcher,
she was perched about 1m above the water on a vine
in amongst the Pandanus.
Next morning we enjoyed a birders sleep in, getting up
at 6am. We packed up camp and headed North to see
what we could find, not far up the road we flushed
some finches from the road side so pulled over to
have a look. To our delight they were
Chestnut-breasted Mannikins, we wouldn?t usually get
this excited about seeing Chestnut-breasted
Mannikins but it finished off our Finch list making it 11
finches in just over 24 hours; the most species of Finch
you can see in the whole of the Northern Territory.
The Northern end of the Buchanan Highway was
uneventful until we found an un-named creek teeming
with life, there were birds flying everywhere. We had
8 species of finch in this one spot including a group of
around 15 Gouldian Finches with both Red & Black
headed males, a single Yellow-rumped Mannikin flying
over and another large group of Pictorella Mannikins;
Marc even managed to locate a nest hidden in the long
grass.
After a quick stop off at Timber Creek to enjoy a bacon
and egg toasted sandwich we headed out to
Policemans Point for a look, we searched this usually
productive area for a while without much luck so we
gave up and headed back west and down the Bullita
Access Road. Neither of us had ever been down there
before so we didn?t know what to expect, to our
surprise we found an abundance of Pictorella
Mannikins, Gouldian Finches and Black-chinned
Honeyeaters.
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At around the 50 km mark there was a turn off West into Limestone Gorge which is part of Gregory National Park,
the gorge was beautiful and held some amazing old Boab Trees. In and around the gorge the highlights were more
Gouldian Finches and a Black Bittern down by the creek.
Back out near the turn off towards the Homestead we
stopped at the information sign to see what else was
around, as we are standing there in the middle of the
day and Marc hears Gouldian?s calling, again! To our
delight a group of 22 Adults and Juveniles flew directly
towards us and land in the tree above the car like they
wanted to be seen! You wouldn?t dream about it!

Banded Fruit-dove. (Editor's note: these are the birds featured in the
club's logo, a copy of which appears on the first page of this
newsletter).

We headed South to check out the old historic Bullita
Homestead. It was really good to see that Parks and
Wildlife maintaining these Historic Homesteads and
cattle yards, this one is in pristine condition and well
worth the drive if you need somewhere to photograph a
wedding. Apart from the delightful and deafening
chorus of Little Corellas there wasn?t much around, it
was the hottest part of the day after all.

On the way back up to the Victoria Highway we stopped
to checked out a few of the creek crossings along the road only to be mobbed by more Gouldian Finches and
another Black-chinned Honeyeater.
Back out on the Victoria Highway it was time to start heading back to Katherine, a brief stopover at the boat ramp
behind the Victoria River Roadhouse produced a couple of Purple-crowned Fairy-wrens and 5 Yellow-rumped
Mannikins but apart from that it was pretty quiet.
A final stopover at the Buntine on the way home produced half a dozen Pictorella Mannikins, apart from that it was
like a ghost town and very much the opposite of what it was like the morning before. We then kept heading
towards Katherine seeing Hooded Parrots flying off the road in several places as well.
Pulling into Bicentennial Road in Katherine we spotted
a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagles enjoying a freshly killed
Agile Wallaby for dinner, one of them sticking around
and allowing for some great photos which is rare and a
great end to day.
I was fortunate enough to have an extra day off so I
waved goodbye to Marc and headed to Gubara in
Kakadu National Park to have another go at
photographing the very wary Banded Fruit-dove. I have
already spent many hours in Gubara trying to get a
good photo with no luck so had my fingers crossed.
I arrived early the next morning at Gubara and set off
down the 3 km trail into the small patch of monsoon
Wedge Tailed Eagle enjoying a freshly killed Agile Wallaby
rainforest, this area is beautiful and is by far the best
place to see Banded Fruit-doves. Within 5 minutes of
arriving I flushed two Fruit-doves which didn?t go too far, I have learnt with these Doves that patience is the key so I
waited and waited and within half an hour one of them came right down and posed beautifully for a photo, finally!
What a way to finish off one of the best and most fortunate birding trips I have ever been on.
I can?t wait for my next adventure, Marc and I make a great team with a shared passion for birds and fondness for
Gin and Tonics.
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Bird of the month - Rose-Crowned Fruit-Dove
By Amanda Lil l eyman
Bird: Rose-crowned Fruit-dove (Ptilinopus regina)
Famil y: Columbidae
Size: 22 ? 24 cm (head to tail)
Descript ion: This small dumpy dove is green on the back and
wings with a greyish head, neck and chest. Patch of streaking at
centre of lower breast. The lower breast is orange, grading to
yellow on lower belly and undertail-coverts. The tail is green
above, grey below with a yellow band at the tip. The forehead is
deep pink to mauve with a thin yellow border. Females are
similar to males but duller and have a smaller and duller breast
patch. Juvenile birds are also duller and lack the pink cap. They
are green on the head and neck with a dull white throat.

Photo : Laurie Ross

Ecol ogy: Rose-crowned Fruit-doves are distributed across
northern Australia from the Kimberley, Northern Territory, far North Queensland and the east coast of
Queensland and south to north-east New South Wales. The species is semi-migratory in parts of its eastern
range. Rose-crowned Fruit-doves prefer tropical
and subtropical rainforests, monsoon vine forests,
and mangroves. The species is frugivorous; feeding
on a wide variety of fruits from figs, palms and
vines. These fruit-doves are vocal during the
breeding season with a loud advertising call starting
slow and then repeated ?hook-coo?, which then
descends into a rapid ?coo-coo-coo-coo?.
Rose-crowned Fruit-doves breed from October to
February with a nest platform of twigs in vines or in
mangrove forests. A pair will lay 1 white egg and is
hatched within 16-18 days.
In Darwin: This striking dove is found throughout
the Casuarina Coastal Reserve in monsoon vine
Photo: Laurie Ross
forests and in the forest at East Point. It is usually
found by its call or you can stumble across it
feeding on low fruiting vines if you walk the forest paths first thing in morning. You can also find this species
throughout monsoon forests along the coastline of the Top End.
Ref erences: Baptista, L.F., Trail, P.W. & Horblit, H.M. (2016). Rose-crowned Fruit-dove (Ptilinopus regina). In: del
Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. & de Juana, E. (eds.). Handbook of the Birds of the World Alive. Lynx
Edicions, Barcelona. (retrieved fromhttp:/ / www.hbw.com/ node/ 54333 on 25 May 2016).

http:/ / www.birdsinbackyards.net/ species/ Ptilinopus-regina

Top End Nat ive Pl ant Societ y's monthly talk is on Thursday June 16 at Marrara Christian College at
7.30pm. Nick Cuff is presenting a talk on 'Heath vegetation in North Queensland'.
Details of their field trips and future Garden Openings can be viewed on their website below
More information can be found on their website: www.topendnativeplants.org.au
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NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
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Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee Members:

Bird Life Liason Officer
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Richard Willan
Julie Wilson
Ilona Barrand
Graham Brown
Mark Grubert
Lyn Lowe
Julia Collingwood
Sarah Bonney
Amanda Lilleyman
Emma Noonan
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08 8999 8238 (w)
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0411 269 216

8946 6470 (w)

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Ilona Barrand.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Emma
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.
Deadline for the July newsletter: Friday June 24 2016
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is delighted with the number of submissions he has received for the
next issue of the Club’s scientific journal, Northern Territory Naturalist. He cannot accept any
more submissions with a guarantee that they will be published next year. All the present
submissions are now in the editorial system. Volume 27 is going to be a bumper edition!
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

New Home Needed ! The Club owns various items such as pull up banners, trestle tables, books and journals,
all of which need to be stored. Up until now items have been stored at a Committee member’s home but this is
no longer feasible, so we are asking if any member has a storage area that they would be willing to rent to the NT
Field Nats. It will be necessary that the storage area is secure but that it is possible for a Committee member to
have easy access. If someone can help, please ring or text Julia 0407270898.

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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