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The commencement of the Top End's Wet Season triggers one of our more spectacular floral extravaganzas. Hillsides in
suitably shaded sandstone gorges come alive as the stunning pink bracts and yellow flowers of the native ginger Curcuma
australassica create a vivid scene contrasting against the broad, bright green foliage of these plants. The board walk at
Wangi Falls offers easy access to one of these wondrous spectacles. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

FOR THE DIARY
February meeting: Wednesday 10 February, Insights & issues from a remote
Australian reef in the Timor Sea ‐ Speaker: Jim Prescott
February excursion: Sunday 21 February, 8.30am Lee Point
Delivered Courtesy of the Monsoon with Richard Willan

• See page 2 for more details •
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club Activities
February Meet ing - Insight s & issues f rom a remot e Aust ral ian reef in t he Timor Sea

presented by Jim Prescot t
Wednesday 10 February 2016 7.45pm, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina

Boat and crew from Tonduk. Photo supplied by Jim Prescott

The presentation will cover a little bit of the history of
what was perhaps Australia?s first ?commercial? fishery
which began somewhere around here centuries ago
when Macassan fishermen began voyaging to Australia
to harvest sea cucumbers. What is left of the original
fishery is now a traditional fishery for sea cucumbers
and other species at Scott Reef and is the focus of the
presentation which will cover the contemporary issues
facing the fishery, what Australia?s objectives for the
fishery are (and Indonesia?s), and the current status of
some of the exploited resources and the insights that
have come from researching this. The talk will also
cover some of the possible avenues that could be
followed for improving resource sustainability and
finish off by putting this fishery into a relevant local
perspective.
Jim Prescott is a senior researcher with the Australian
Fisheries Management Authority.

February Fiel d Out ing - Del ivered Court esy of t he Monsoon
Sunday 21 February 2016 8.30am Lee Point

During the monsoon, the drift line on an open beach like that at
Lee Point represents a trove for treasures derived from offshore
and from the land. It will be interesting to record how many
different species of molluscs can be found on this beach during
our walk. At least 5 species can be seen in this photo, and the list
could grow by another 95 species. Photo: Neil Wright.

Overview: The bouts of the monsoon during the wet
season in the ?Top End?cause havoc for marine life in
the sea. Huge swells tear encrusting animals and plants
away from their rocks and carry them onto the
seashore. Apart from diving, this is the only chance
many people would actually have to meet creatures
like sea mosses, feather stars and sea squirts. Let?s
hope 2016 delivers another bout of the monsoon.
Come for a stroll along the drift line at Lee Point to see
what treasures are delivered courtesy of the monsoon.
Where: meet at the top car park at lee Point at 8.30 am.
The excursion will last for about 2 hours.
What t o bring: Hats, sunscreen, water, insect repellent,
light shoes, cameras, note books.

Fut ure Fiel d Nat s Program
March Meet ing: Wednesday 9 March. Barramundi Movement in Top End Waters with David Crook.
March Excursion: Sunday 13 March. Aquagreen, Howard Springs with David Wilson.

Page 2

Nature Territory - February 2016

Club News
Int erest ing Snippet s / Sight ings
This is a new addition to the newsletter and we are relying on NT Field Nats members letting other members know
of any interesting snippets or sightings. You can let Lyn Lowe know of your snippet or sighting at the monthly
meeting or, if you are unable to attend please send an email to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com so we can include
it in the newsletter.
From Lyn Lowe
28 Nov 2015 Red headed honeyeater in suburban garden in Millner, and
18 Dec 2015 Varanus panoptes adult observed moving around a surburban swimming pool, Jetty end of Aralia
Street Nightcliff.
*****************************
As you may all be aware, it is World Wetlands Day on Tuesday 2 February 2016. More information can be
found at; www.worldwetlands.org.
The Department of Environment has published a Shorebird's Identification booklet and this will be available
for members to view at the next Club meeting.
If members are aware of any other interesting events, booklets, books or papers that may be of interest to NT
Field Nats members please email the information to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or let us know at the club
meeting so we can include it in the newsletter.

Member News
The club was saddened to hear of the death of one of our long time members, Strider, in December
2015.
He was a long time Territorian, and a well known and respected ecologist and environmental activist
who was also a member of the Top End Native Plant Society and Friends of Fogg Dam.
He was an activist and campaigner on many local issues including local fire management,
anti-nuclear campaigns and Indigenous people's rights and culture. He was also involved in the
establishment of the Environment Centre NT.
We send our condolences to his family and friends.
He will be missed by many at the NT Field Nats.
For more on his life and achievements please follow the link below;
http:/ / blogs.crikey.com.au/ northern/ 2015/ 12/ 17/ strider-the-loss-of-an-extraordinary-environmental-elder/
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December Club Meeting -

Scenic Trip t o Nepal
Present at ion and phot os by Mark Grubert
Club and Committee member Mark Grubert entertained us at the December meeting with a presentation
about his travels to Nepal.
The photos below are a selection from his talk and were all taken in late November / early December.

L- Mt Everest from Ama Dablam Camp
Below - Danphe. The National Bird of Nepal.

Khumjung with Ama Dablam

Above:- Namche Bazaar
L- Himalayan Snowcock
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January Fiel d Trip

Behind t he Scenes at t he Cycl one Tracy exhibit ion in t he
Museum and Art Gal l ery of t he NT
Report by Geof f Kum Jew
Members were shown around the exhibition by Jared Archibald, Curator of Territory History .
Cyclone Tracy overran Darwin at around 0415 on Christmas Day 1974.
It was rated at a Category 4 event, on the Australian cyclone intensity scale and wrote off 70
percent of Darwin?s buildings including 80 percent of housing.
Cycl one Tracy t rack (from Bureau of Meteorology)

It caused great devastation and Darwin people who went through that experience still have
varying degrees of stress to this day when confronted with reminders of Tracy. In the early
years after the event most people seemed just to want to forget the whole thing.
Now 40 years after Tracy more people have come forward with their stories. The present
exhibit is the most comprehensive to date.
Richard mentioned that the overall colour scheme of the exhibition runs from light pastel
colours depicting a bright sunny day before, to darker blue/ greys to depict the later dark and
stormy day.
The exhibit chronicles the various disasters Tracy caused on the sea and then when it crossed
onto the land.
Exhibits such as the ?Betty Joan? a fishing vessel owned by George Haritos, which the
cyclone destroyed were admired. The skipper was of the opinion that he could have saved
the vessel had he been on board but he had elected to be with his family at this time.
Morning after photographs depicted the utter devastation that occurred. Some pictures
showing debris-free roads, Jared explained that these pictures where taken some time after
the event, as roads were priority clean-ups immediately after the event.
Nature Territory - February 2016
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A radio is on display, from Gary Gibson, who was an amateur radio operator. He set up a
station at the Darwin Community College and enabled the people to communicate with the
outside world. Indeed one of the first people to reply was a radio operator in Malaysia. This
person was told in no uncertain terms to clear the air so that Darwin could get news out to
southern Australia. Three decades later this Malaysian Ham operator personally met with
the Darwin radio operators.
The Gibson family survived events by sheltering in a wardrobe, the all important radio in
there with them.
The communications route was Darwin?Wyndham-Broome-Port Hedland-Perth.
With the radio there are two yellow Cyclone Registration cards on display. Holders of these
cards gained immediate help from various community organisations.
The twisted signal tower in the exhibit illustrated the strength of the winds and how such a
hollow framed structure can bend when wrapped in roofing iron causing the structure to
behave like a sail.
The two interactive touch screen displays were informative and fun to operate. They
contain a great deal of information on Tracy. For instance the number of fatalities the
cyclone caused, 66 in total. That number being arrived at independently from two reliable
sources. The tally covered all ethnic groups that resided in Darwin at that time. Jared
explained that the worst age to have been in cyclone Tracy was, over 70 years and under 12
years.
There is the story of Rusty the dog who got evacuated down south and when it was time for
him to be reunited with his owners, Rusty was not to be found. His owners had been talking
with the Darwin airline baggage handlers and they did not have Rusty on their manifests.
Eventually the pilots got in touch with the owners. Rusty the dog had travelled first class
with them in the cockpit.
The HMAS Arrow exhibit is on loan from the navy. This vessel ran into and under Stokes Hill
Wharf that morning, with the loss of two lives. The devastation to the wharf was
considerable.
As most of the infra structure of Darwin was destroyed the authorities were left with only
one option and that was evacuation. Over 36,000 people were evacuated in 10 days.
The record for the most people evacuated on a Boeing 747 was set at this time and
remained until the Israeli evacuation of Ethiopia.
If another cyclone hits Darwin, Jared is of the opinion that while most buildings would not
succumb like those in Tracy the trees since grown would be a problem. The interactive Tracy
display, before and after slider buttons indicate this in a vivid fashion.
Many thanks to Jared and Richard for their insights into this exhibit.
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Bird of the month - Varied Lorikeet
By Amanda Lil l eyman

Phot os: Bas Hensen

Bird: Varied Lorikeet (Psitteuteles versicolor )
Famil y: Psittacidae
Size: 18 - 19 cm (head to tail)
Descript ion: This small species of parrot is bright green all
over, with an orange-red bill and red from the forehead to
mid-crown and a striking white eye-ring. The ear covert is
yellow and the rest of the head is bluish-green extending
to a pinkish-purple chest with fine yellow streaks running
down to the belly where the plumage is mostly lighter
lime-green. Female birds have less extensive and duller
red on the forehead. Juvenile birds are duller all over with
a brownish bill and a mostly green crown.
Ecol ogy: Varied Lorikeets are found in Northern Australia across the dry savanna. They are
distributed from the Kimberley region in Western Australia, through the Northern Territory
and into the western Cape York Peninsula region in northern Queensland. The Varied
Lorikeet inhabits wooded country with melaleucas and eucalypts near waterbodies. They
feed on the flowering blossom and nectar of Eucalyptus terminalis and E. polycarpa, also
E. tetradonta andE. pruinosa, the paperbark
Melaleuca leucodendron, but have also been
recorded feeding in kapok trees (Cochlospermum
heteronemum), Bauhinia trees andGrevillea
pteridifolia. Breeding is during the dry season
months of April through to August, and birds nest in
tree hollows where 2 ? 5 eggs are produced.
In Darwin: Varied Lorikeets can easily be found
close by in the Casuarina Coastal Reserve where
they are often heard and then located flying
overhead. Listen out for a typical Lorikeet-type call
that sounds ?tinny?and is more like a metallic trill.
They seem to spend most of their time in flight, and only occasionally is one lucky enough
to see them feeding in flowering trees.
Ref erences:
http:/ / www.birdlife.org/ datazone/ speciesfactsheet.php?id=1354
http:/ / www.hbw.com/ species/ varied-lorikeet-psitteuteles-versicolor
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Myrtle Rust Workshop ‐ while the official RSVP date for the below workshop might have passed, if
you're keen to attend and you're quick, there might still be a few places left.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Ilona Barrand.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Emma
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.
Deadline for the March newsletter: Tuesday 23 February 2016
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is delighted with the number of submissions he has received for the
next issue of the Club’s scientific journal, Northern Territory Naturalist, Volume 27. In fact there
appear to be sufficient articles to produce a bumper edition. All the present submissions are
now in the editorial system. New submissions will be published next year in Volume 28.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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