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August Meeting: Wednesday 14, 7.00 pm
The Secret Life of Sirenians (Dugongs) - Rachel Groom

August Field Trip x 2: 
1. Saturday 10 - Daly River Copper Mine

2. Friday 16 - Sunday 18- Camping at Litchfield National Park

• See pages 2 - 4 for more details •

August 2019

Club Activities pp. 2 - 4

McMinns Lagoon - a brief history p. 5

Field Trip Report - McMinns Lagoon p. 6

Chitter Chatter pp. 7 - 8

AGM Notice  p. 8    Club notices p. 9

Currently in blossom, Osbeckia australiana is a native shrub with an attractive mauve flower that grows in wet, sandy soils across northern 
Australia. In this image a Lynx Spider (Oxyopes sp.), an ambush predator, patiently awaits the arrival of possible prey that might be attracted to 
the flower. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
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Club Activities
August Meeting

Wednesday 14 August 7:00 pm (please note new starting time).   
CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2.1.51

The Secret Life of Sirenians (Dugongs) - presented by Rachel Groom

Dugong tagging in the Gulf of Carpentaria with the li-Anthawirriyarra 
rangers. Photo: Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Recent Dugong research in the NT has focussed on 
improving our understanding of Dugong population 
abundance estimates to improve dugong conservation 
and management. Broad-scale aerial surveys 
are a method commonly used to survey Dugong 
populations. However, conducting them in the turbid 
waters of NT is a challenge as Dugongs are less 
available to be seen when the water clarity is poor. To 
improve population estimates of Dugongs, this bias 
needs to be addressed. There are two key questions to 
be addressed to achieve this:

A) at what depth are Dugongs no longer able to be 
observed from a survey aircraft?

B) how much time to Dugongs spend in particular 
depths of water?

Data were collected to address Part A by deploying a 
replica Dugong and observing it at various depths from 
a drone and aircraft. To address Part B, 10 Dugongs 
were tagged with satellite and time-depth recorder 
tags. Rachel will speak about the how’s and why’s of 
this research and how it will improve our understanding 
of Dugongs in the NT. The presentation will close-out 
with a short film produced with the li-Anthawirriyarra 
rangers which highlights the cultural and scientific value 
of this work.

Rachel Groom is a Marine Scientist working for the Northern Territory government and she is also the NT 
Chair for the Australian Marine Sciences Association (AMSA) and a Director for the Sea Turtle Foundation. Her 
work in the marine environment has spanned over 15 years and has focussed on marine threatened species 
management in northern Australian and the Pacific, particularly turtles and Dugong. Much of Rachel’s work has 
been in collaboration with indigenous coastal communities as these species are of high cultural and biodiversity 
significance. 

Upcoming Field Nats Events
AGM - 11 September 2018 (see page 8 for more details)

September Meeting - Wednesday 11 - Crocodiles with Adam Birtton

September Field Trip - Sunday 15 - Explore Alison Worsnop’s bush block in Humpty Doo
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Club Activities
August Field Trip 1

Saturday 10 August; 8.00 am - meet at Coolalinga Bus Interchange

Joint field trip with Top End Gem & Mineral Club
 Historic Daly River Copper Mine

This is a day trip with the Top End Gem & Mineral Club  (TEGMC) to explore the Daly River Copper Mine. The 
mine was established after a rich copper lode was discovered at the foot of Mt Haywood in 1883. Five Europeans 
established the mine and began extracting the ore. More information about the mine can be found on the 
Historical Society NT facebook page: www.facebook.com/HistoricalSocietyNT/posts/952440831492977

Meet at the Coolalinga bus interchange, at the lights, where there is a carpark. There we will organise our travel 
group into suitable vehicles to travel together for the 2 hour drive. Anyone rurally further out could join the group 
with a brief stop at Noonamah Tavern carpark. Bring water, morning tea, wear a hat, sun protection, long sleeves 
and covered shoes. The area is gravelly and no digging is needed or fossicking tools. 

On the trip there will most likely be a stop at Adelaide River for a car/head count, then travel the narrow and very 
windy, slow drive along the Dorat Road. Another car/head count at the Daly River Road turnoff, and a bit easier 
going on to the Daly River.

Families with children will fossick at the crossing for jasper and agate rocks since the copper mine is far too 
dangerous with a large group to keep track of them with a deep ravine and mine holes about. The rest of the 
group will be organised into 4WD vehicles to take the track to the mine. We have a bit of morning tea on site there 
and see the smelter and old graves close by. 

Contact TEGMC President Frances Ricketts if you require more information 0448 904 461.

Please RSVP to Frances and also let her know if you have a 4WD and room for a passenger.

The Daly River Copper Mine site. Photo: Courtesy Historical Society of the Northern Territory.
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The second of two Club field trips 
during August is a camping weekend at 
the Environmental Education Centre, 
Litchfield National Park. Our Club will 
have exclusive access to the site that 
consists of a large grassed area for 
camping, bordered by a creek on one 
side that adds to the diversity of fauna 
and flora species in the area. Amenities 
include a large open shed with a kitchen 
that includes a gas stove and gas 
fridge. Toilet and shower blocks have 
conventional flushing toilets. 

A range of flexible activities including 
walks and drives will be available to explore many of the Park’s attractions.  Previous trips have included: birding 
around Tabletop swamp, Bamboo Creek and Sandy Creek, spotlighting around the camp ground and Tolmer Falls.  

Club Activities 
August Field Trip 2

Friday 16 - Sunday 18 August

Overnight Camping at Litchfield National Park

The camp ground.

Rufous Whistler at the campsite.

Exploring the magnificent rock 
formations of the Lost City.

Tabletop Swamp.

Bring: your own tent and camping gear, food, crockery/cutlery,  binoculars, 
headlamp/torch, camera, insect repellent, closed walking shoes. Water is 
pumped directly from the adjacent creek so you may like to consider bringing 
your own drinking water.

Camping spaces are limited so please contact Mark Grubert on 0407 843 174 
to reserve your spot. Preference will be given to financial Club members.

Location: The campground is situated on the  right hand side of Florence 
Falls Road, approximately 100 metres before the Buley Rockhole turn off 
on the left. Turn down the gravel road and continue on until you reach the 
campground.

This trip is sure to be popular so book early.
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McMinns Lagoon - a brief history
The Club’s field trip on July 14 was to McMinns Lagoon, situated in Darwin’s rural area, approximately 35 km from 
the CBD. Local resident and Club member Judy Egan was our guide. Prior to our walk Judy gave us a brief but 
excellent presentation on the history of the reserve. Below are a few snippets from Judy’s presentation.

About McMinns Lagoon Reserve Association: the Association was formed by a dedicated group of local residents in 1987, 
who work to provide natural habitat in the reserve for a diverse range of wildlife. MLRA aims to set direction, raise awareness and increase 
community ownership of the Reserve. 
McMinns Lagoon is leased by Litchfield Council and managed by the Association. From the Landcare NT website

Degraded landscape around the lagoon, circa 1985. The area 
had been grazed by cattle and buffalo from the 1880s through 
to the 1970s. 

Judy’s illustration of the “perched lagoon” that sits above the water table and some dates 
when the lagoon either dried or nearly dried out. The northern end was excavated in 1992 by 
about 1 m to help preserve aquatic life during future dry spells.

Extensive planting and land management by the McMinns Lagoon Reserve 
Association has transformed the landscape into a wonderful habitat for native 
fauna and people to visit.

McMinns Lagoon Fruit and Nut Bake 
(No Flour...No Sugar) 
Local resident Alan Anderson joined us for the 
walk and at the picnic that followed, presented 
us with his wife Gemina’s fruit and nut bake that 
proved to be so very popular. Here’s the recipe: 
Ingredients...
• 250 grams of fruit and nut mix
• 250 grams of Angus Park dried fruit salad
• (chop finely)
• 35 grams packet of Angus Park mixed 

Cranberries, Flame Raisins & Blueberries 
• 5 dried Dates (chop finely)
• 50 grams Pepitas
• 6 eggs
• 150 grams of melted butter

Method...
• Combine all ingredients thoroughly 
• Place into greased loaf pans lined with 

baking paper
• Bake on 180 degrees for 30 minutes
• Cover with alfoil and continue baking for 

next 10 minutes
• Remove from oven, let sit, covered, in loaf 

pans for further 10 minutes
• Turn out onto baking racks and let cool

Enjoy...
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Field Trip to McMinns Lagoon - Sunday 14 July 
Report by Tissa Ratnayeke, photographs by Janis Otto

Club members and residents from the local community met on a pleasant Dry Season morning for a walk 
around the reserve. Led by Judy Egan, we really benefitted from her local knowledge of the fauna and flora, for 
instance she guided us to Sugarbag Bees nesting in a tree and then on to two sets of double nests made by Bar-
breasted Honeyeaters (see photo below). On the water were several hundred Pygmy Geese that every now and 
then would rise in to the air in a loud chattering flock, fly around in a circuit and then settle back on the lagoon. 
After the walk we gathered at the well maintained picnic areas to share late morning tea and discuss the day’s 
many interesting observations.

A Whistling Kite snatches a small turtle from the lagoon. 

From left, Little Pied Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant and a male 
Australasian Darter. 
From left, Little Pied Cormorant, Little Black Cormorant and a male 
Australasian Darter. 

Bar-breasted Honeyeaters’ double nest (two nests built back to back), 
there were two of these, making a total of four nests. 

Underside of a female Argiope picta, a member of the “cross spiders” 
highlighting the characteristics of holding the legs together in pairs 
and also the weaving of an X-shaped stabilimentum. 

Underside of a female Argiope picta, a member of the “cross spiders” 
highlighting the characteristics of holding the legs together in pairs 
and also the weaving of an X-shaped stabilimentum. 

Whistling Kites putting on an aerial display.

Blue Skimmer (Orthetrum caledonicum). 
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Daniel JB - July 20 
Anyone have an ID? Walker Creek Litchfield NP. Went to put it back on the leaves on 
the tree and it excreted the yellow bubbles from the top of it’s head.

Justin Wright: Hi Daniel, it’s an Amerila species. They do that a lot. I’m sure it would 
be on google somewhere but I don’t actually know why they do it

Daniel JB: Justin Wright nice. I thought it must be a defence thing since it only did it 
as I was nudging him back to an attached leaf.

Daniel JB: Amerila rubripes

Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Stuart Hairy-Butler:  
August 2 
Here’s a Bustard I found 
today south of Katherine, 
I put a time lapse of a few 
photos together. Not sure if it 
squatted down to hide, fake 
injury or decided it wanted a 
dust bath but a beautiful bird 
none the less.

Nathan Litjens: They’re just a 
weird bird

Stuart Hairy-Butler: Nathan 
Litjens that they are. I’ve seen 
the broken wing routine. Very 
convincing

Jono Hagen: July 25 

Any ideas on this guy? I’m still fairly new to the NT and work on the 
Tiwi Islands. Found while doing planned burns.

Michael Honey: Burton’s Legless Lizard

Daniel JB: Lialis burtonis

Fiona FIreland: What came first, legless Lizards or snakes? Or were 
they the middle man, snakes, legless lizards then lizards or walking 
things.

John Rawsthorne: Apparently python embryos still develop the first 
stages of legs and feet, before switching this off very early in their 
embryonic development.

John Grylls: Lizards came first,  
         https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Squamata
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Fiona FIreland: July 13 

Found a Mrs Spectacular Crab Spider (Thomisus spectabilis) and 
a hitchhiking teeny husband on her back at Windows on the 
Wetlands.

Tissa Ratnayeke: Fiona well done finding the crab spider pair, just 
goes to show the wonderful diversity of invertebrate species we have.

Judy Egan: July 24 
Any ideas for ID on this beautiful dragonfly with amazing 
bright blue eyes? Wingspan 7-8cm. My fly-screen door at 
Humpty Doo!

Emma Withers: Possibly an Australasian Duskhawker?

Judy Egan: Thanks Emma. I think that could well be it!

Notice of the NTFNC’s 2019 Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of The NT Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. will be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 
11 September in Blue Precinct, Room 2.1.51, Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Items to be 
considered include:  

• President’s report 
• The audited accounts for 2018-19 and Treasurer’s report
• Election of Office Bearers and Management Committee for 2019-2020

Yvonne Wood: July 17 
We were very excited to see this Black Shouldered 
Kite at Knuckey Lagoon this afternoon. 
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.   

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com  
Deadline for the September newsletter: 28 August 2019 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist:  
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that volume number 29, containing 15 articles, was published in July. 
Members can collect their complimentary copy at the Club meeting on 14 August. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25; 
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

President: Richard Willan 8999 8238 (w)
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Jo Rapley 0487 193 241
Committee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036

Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)
Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216
Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874
Andrew Bell 0428 882 979

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell
Newsletter Editor Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874
Website and Facebook: Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755


