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This presentation will follow the Club's AGM.

Zoologist Adam Britton will explore the fascinating 
world of crocodiles from the perspective of a 
crocodile scientist, or more accurately a slightly 
obsessed croc nerd. Crocodiles are not the kind of 
creatures that most people relate to, let alone actually 
like, but Adam sees crocodiles in a slightly different 
light. He is keen to share some of this with others, so 
they can see crocodiles from a different perspective, 
and also to get across just some of the challenges that 
crocodiles and people face when trying to live 
together. 

Adam and his wife Erin have worked on crocodiles for 
decades and have built up quite a few crazy stories over the years, and he?ll be sharing some of these in 
this presentation, whether it?s pioneering research projects, working with famous TV presenters, or 
breaking world records, crocodiles have a knack of attracting some pretty interesting tales.  

Adam Britton is a zoologist who has been working on crocodiles for nearly 30 years. He operates the 
private consultancy Big Gecko with Erin. He?s also an adjunct at Charles Darwin University.

September Meeting
Crocodiles! Why on Earth Would You Want to 

Work on Crocodiles?
 Adventures of a crocodile scientist, and an answer to the above question

Wednesday 11, 7.00 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 2.1.51

Not ice of  the NTFNC's 2019 Annual  General  Meet ing 
The Annual General Meeting of The NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. will be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 
11 September in Blue Precinct, Room 2.1.51, Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Items to be 
considered include:  

- President's report 
- The audited accounts for 2018-19 and Treasurer's report. 
- Election of Off ice Bearers and Management Committee for 2019-2020 (see nomination form below)

Adam with the largest crocodile in the world

NOMINATION FOR NTFNC COMMITTEE 2019/20

Name of person being nominated: ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? .........................................................

Position being nominated for (circle): President; Secretary; Treasurer; Committee Member (up to 7 people needed)

Signature of nominee: ..................................................................................................Date:  ......../09/19

Proposer?s name: .............................................  Signature:..........................................Date:  ......../09/19

Seconder?s name:  ...........................................  Signature:..........................................Date:  ......../09/19

Under our Constitution, written nominations received by our Secretary pior to the commencement of the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) have precedence.  Either:  (1) Hand deliver to Secretary  or (2) bring them to the AGM. 
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September Field Trip
Birding at Tumbling Waters with Judy Egan

Sunday 15 September, 8.00 am

Upcoming Field Nats Activities

Oct ober  Meet ing: Wednesday  9 - Spiders with Caitlin Henderson - to be confirmed.

Oct ober  Field Tr ip:  Sunday 13 - Exploring Casuarina Coastal Reserve

Tumbling Waters Holiday Park owners, Darren and Jenny Campbell, recently made the exciting discovery that 

a flock of up to 150 Gouldian Finches were regularly feeding and roosting on their  property and coming to 

their billabong to drink. In years gone by, Gouldian Finches were widespread across Australia's north but 

their range and population size has  become drastically reduced, mainly due to changes in land use and fire 

management practices which in turn affect food and nesting site availability. Within the NT, they are usually 

found well south of Darwin, although a small flock has also recently been sighted at Lee Point.

Darren and Jenny have kindly agreed to host this month's field trip, giving club members the potential 

opportunity to view these iconic litt le birds at close hand. Of course no guarantees can be given of seeing 

Gouldians on the day! However, other species including Masked Finches, Long-tailed Finches , Emerald Dove 

and Cockatiel have  also recently been sighted in the area.  

Where to meet : Tumbling Waters Holiday Park carpark. Approx 60 kms from Darwin CBD.  

What  to bring: camera, binoculars, hat, sun protection, water.  There is  a small cafe on site where drinks and 

refreshments may be purchased or bring your own.

Book ings Essent ial: numbers limited,  please RSVP to Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 or 

tissa@imprintdesign.com.au

NB: Note early start  t ime of 8.00 am to maximise likelihood of seeing Gouldian Finches!

Gouldian Finches drinking at Tumbling Waters Holiday Park. Photo: Darren Campbell
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August Field Trip - Overnight Camping at 
Litchfield National Park 
Friday 16 to Sunday 19 August 2019

Article and Photos by Tissa Ratnayeke  

The Environmental Education Centre campground in 

Litchfield National Park is set at the base of a hill in 

savanna woodland and is bordered on one side by a 

creek with accompanying dense vegetation. Not only 

is it a lovely place to camp but this mixed diversity of 

habitats makes it a bit of a biodiversity hot spot - 45 

of the 56 species of birds recorded were from this 

one location. Our Club as in previous years had 

exclusive access to this site over the weekend. 

Our first night's 

nocturnal walk 

around the 

campsite 

delivered results 

from the very 

start, when, not 

far from the camp 

we spotted a 

Sugar Glider 

feeding on gum in 

a tree - we 

watched it for 

quite a while, 

quietly hoping 

that at any moment it would leap into the air, spread 

its legs and the folds on skin attached to them and 

silently glide to a nearby tree, but sadly on this 

occasion it was not to be. 

Wolf and huntsman 

spiders were in 

abundance and close 

to the camp a couple 

of orb weavers 

(Eriophora sp.) had 

commenced their daily 

routine of building a 

fresh web which they 

would then dismantle 

and eat in the morning 

before retreating to a 

hiding spot on a tree trunk. 

 A large orb weaver, Eriophora sp. 

On top of the hill we were thrilled to discover a few 

ground-dwelling Bynoe's Geckos who posed nicely 

for some photographs. 

The nights were cool and it was pleasant sleeping in 

the tents. Flying foxes visited the camp throughout 

the night, announcing their presence by crash 

landing into the blossom-laden trees around us. A 

few of us were fortunate to hear a Southern 

Boobook Owl calling on both nights. On previous 

visits we have heard Rufous Owls but none were 

noted on this trip. 

We did several short walks during the days. These 

included following the camp creek to a lovely, small, 

rocky gorge at the end of which it cascaded over the 

edge into an inaccessible pool - the small Rockhole 

Frogs that skipped across the water and stuck to the 

vertical rock faces attracted much attention from us. 

On another track around Florence Falls we saw quite 

close to us and heard the lovely calls of a Little 

Shrike-thrush. We also visited Green Ant Creek in 

the hope of spotting the Red Goshawk that had been 

seen there the previous week but on this occasion 

the raptor was not observed.   

Before sunset on the second day we drove to nearby 

Tolmer Falls in the hope of observing the Ghost Bats 

leave their cave. From the lookout we eagerly peered 

in that direction and while we did see flying foxes 

and microbats we saw nothing that resembled our 

prospective subjects. We were subsequently 

Bynoe's Gecko, one of two we saw. These are a ground dwelling 
species, they don't have the round pads on the end of the toes 
that enable house geckos to climb smooth surfaces. 

Sugar Glider feeding on gum
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Rockhole Frog, small frog common along the rocky water 
courses in Litchfield. Whirligig Beetles are predatory aquatic beetles and remind one of 

miniature high speed dodgem cars as they spin and bump into 
each other on the water surface.  

rewarded on our walk back to the carpark as we 

were fortunate to see a 30 cm long adult Burton's 

Legless Lizard, somewhat exposed as it wriggled 

along the curbing of the concrete walking track - 

after having a close look we relocated it to a safer 

location in the adjacent undergrowth. 

Friarbirds and Red-collared Lorikeets were in 

abundance feeding on the Fern-leaf Grevilleas 

around the camp. Other regular diurnal visitors 

included Leaden Flycatchers, Mistletoebirds, Great 

Bowerbirds and Rufous Whistlers. It was lovely to 

Partridge Pigeon - we kept on seeing a bird sitting dangerously 
in the middle of the road, didn't seem in a hurry to move off, but 
would run to the side when we stopped twice to have a look. 

see the resident Mertens Water Monitor finally appear 

on the third day after an absence of two days. 

On the third morning we packed up camp and drove 

to the Tabletop Swamp for our groups' last morning 

walk. Highlights here included a Tawny Frogmouth, 

White-necked Heron, Royal Spoonbill, Sacred 

Kingfisher and a fitting end to the excursion was the 

sighting of a Black-breasted Buzzard gliding overhead.

See bird list  on next  page. 

Male Mistletoebird. 

 A large katydid seen during the nocturnal walk. Native shrub Jacksonia dilatata in flower
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List of Bird Species Sighted During the  Litchf ield National Park Field Trip

1. Spangled Drongo 

2. Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  

3. Rainbow Lorikeet 

4. Peaceful Dove 

5. Rose-crowned Fruit Dove 

6. Varied Triller 

7. Torresian Crow 

8. Red-winged Parrot 

9. Great Bowerbird 

10. Striated Pardalote  

11. Yellow Oriole  

12. Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

13. Rainbow Bee-eater  

14. Forest Kingfisher  

15. Sacred Kingfisher  

16. Helmeted Friarbird 

17. Little Friarbird 

18. Silver-crowned Friarbird  

19. Mistletoebird 

20. Northern Rosella 

21. Bar-shouldered Dove 

22. Pied Imperial Pigeon  

23. Blue-winged Kookaburra  

24. Southern Boobook Owl 

25. Little Shrike-Thrush 

26. Green-backed Gerygone 

27. Leaden Flycatcher 

28. Shining Flycatcher  

29. Paperbark Flycatcher  

30. Weebill 

31. White-winged Triller 

32. Double-barred Finch 

33. Northern Fantail 

34. Blue-faced Honeyeater 

35. Dusky Honeyeater 

36. Rufous-banded Honeyeater 

37. Rufous-throated Honeyeater  

38. White-gaped Honeyeater 

39. White-throated Honeyeater 

40. Rufous Whistler 

41. Australian White Ibis 

42. Straw-necked Ibis 

43. Little Woodswallow 

44. Masked Woodswallow  

45. Partridge Pigeon  

46. Red-tailed Black Cockatoo 

47. Tawny Frogmouth  

48. Whistling Kite 

49. Brown Goshawk 

50. White-necked Heron 

51. Eastern Great Egret 

52. Intermediate Egret 

53. Lemon-bellied Flycatcher  

54. Magpie-lark 

55. Royal Spoonbill 

56. Black-breasted Buzzard 

Only Black-breasted Buzzards looks like this, dark bird, long wings 
with white band towards the end and short tail. They are known for 
their ability to crack emu eggs by throwing rocks at them.  Male Rufous Whistler was a regular visitor to the camp. 

Darwin entomologist Dr Graham Brown is 

undertaking research into the effect termites have 

on moving sand grains through the soil. It is in 

conjunction with a couple of visiting scientists 

from the University of Adelaide next week. If you 

are willing to do a litt le digging in soft ground and 

are interesting in learning more about 

archaeological techniques, nuclear dating of sand 

grains and termites please call Graham on 0417 

80 40 36. The dates are 12-13th September 

(Thursday and Friday next week) in the Darwin 

River region but there may be additional 

opportunities on the preceding weekend or on 

the afternoon of 11th September.

Shor t  t erm  volunt eers sought  for  t erm it e research

One of the research sites. Photo: Michael Stott 
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 Birdwatching and Wildlife-watching at Lee Point ? 
Buffalo Creek, Darwin, Northern Territory       

 Amanda Lilleyman   
Threatened Species Recovery Hub, National Environment Science Programme, 

Charles Darwin University, Ellengowan Drive, Casuarina, Northern Territory 0909, Australia 

Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek beach makes up 222 

hectares of the 1361 hectares of Casuarina Coastal 

Reserve and is managed by the Parks and Wildlife 

Commission of the Northern Territory (Parks and 

Wildlife Commission Northern Territory 2016). 

Casuarina Coastal Reserve is the most highly visited 

park or reserve in the Northern Territory (Parks and 

Wildlife Commission Northern Territory 2016). The 

reserve has high recreational, cultural and 

environmental value (Power 1978, Chapman 1984). It 

is relatively easy to access this reserve and the places 

to see birds.  

Buffalo Creek is a part of the Shoal Bay Important 

Bird Area due to the presence of listed threatened 

bird species, and range restricted species such as the 

Chestnut Rail (Eulabeornis castaneoventris). It?s no 

surprise that this area is a popular spot for 

birdwatching and wildlife watching in general with 

such high diversity across the range of habitat. There 

have been 224 species of bird recorded in the Lee 

Point ? Buffalo Creek area, with 71 of those on the 

beach, and the remaining found in the coastal 

monsoon forest and bordering mangrove forest.

Figure 1. Focus area of Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek beach, north of Darwin city, Northern Territory. Area inside black rectangle is the focus 
area for this note. Image credit: Northern Territory Government (http://www.ntlis.nt.gov.au).  

Introduct ion 

Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek (-12.33, 130.90) is located 

approximately 20 kilometres from Darwin city in 

tropical northern Australia (Figure 1). The Darwin 

region has a tropical climate, featuring a wet-dry 

cycle with an average annual rainfall of 1600 mm, 

most of which occurs during the wet season 

(December to March). The cyclone season begins in 

November and cyclones can occur up until April. 

Throughout most of the year the mean maximum 

temperature is 32°C, except during the monsoon 

season when temperatures drop and locals will tell 

you there is a chill to the air.  

The Darwin coastal region is macrotidal, with a 

maximum tidal range of 8.1 m, with strong 

bi-directional velocities. The highest tides coincide 

with the austral summer and monsoon season. 

There is minimal wave activity along Darwin 

coastlines, except during exceptional storm activity 

(during the monsoonal wet season). The tidal cycles 

in Darwin are semi-diurnal, usually with a high-tide 

in the morning and a high-tide in the evening. 

During low tides the intertidal zone is exposed which 

provides feeding zones for migratory shorebirds and 

other waterfowl.  
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bordered by open woodland beyond the forest. 

There is a mangrove forest that lines Buffalo Creek 

and this extends up behind the sand dunes of Lee 

Point beach. The number of mangrove seedlings in 

this small creek is increasing every year and it is not 

uncommon to see mangrove seedlings attempting 

to attach to the tideline of the beach.  Casuarina 

trees back the sand dunes of Lee Point beach and 

their range across the beach has extended 

eastwards along the beach in an eight-year period. It 

is thought that their expansion along the beach is 

forcing migratory shorebirds to roost further east to 

keep away from tall forested areas.  

Flatback Turtles (Natator depressus) nest along Sandy 

Creek beach, to the south-west of Lee Point and 

there have also been records of turtle tracks on Lee 

Point beach. Hatchlings are removed from the nest 

and released in large groups with the local Darwin 

community.  

There are Saltwater Crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus) 

in Buffalo Creek and occasionally they can be 

spotted swimming along the coast. Crocodiles can 

kill people and Parks and Wildlife Northern Territory 

advise against entering the water.  

The forested area behind Lee Point and Buffalo 

Creek is a good place to go spotlighting at night for 

mammals such as the Northern Brown Bandicoot 

(Isodon macrourus).  

Birds of the area 

(Shorebirds, seabirds, and coastal birds) 

The stretch of beach from Lee Point to Buffalo Creek 

is classified as a no-dog zone under the Parks and 

Wildlife Commission Northern Territory, due to the 

Interest ing geological & social history of the area 

Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek is a beach of calcareous 

sand with an underlying lateritic bed (Power 1978). It 

has an extensive dune system and mangrove-backed 

mudflats (Chatto 2003). The beach dunes back on to 

mangrove forest and a closed-monsoon forest 

(Power 1978). Adjacent to Lee Point is Casuarina 

beach and Buffalo Creek. The point at Lee Point has a 

rocky outcrop made up of laterite (Power 1978). 

These rocks provide roosting habitat for shorebirds 

and waterbirds during intermediate tides and are 

inundated during spring-high tides. This rocky 

outcrop is also a popular fishing spot during high 

tides. Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek beach is part of a 

tidal wetland community with varying gradients of 

tidal inundation, influencing the series of habitats 

from seawards to landwards.  

The boat ramp at Buffalo Creek is a popular spot for 

fishing, crabbing and launching boats.  The local 

Larrakia Indigenous people often collect shellfish 

from the nearby mangroves, or catch fish from the 

creek and cook these foods on an open fire along the 

sand dunes and forests.  

There is an old pill bunker from World War II along 

the edge of the monsoon forest between Lee Point 

and Buffalo Creek, close to the bird hide and walking 

paths. This was used as an observation post, which 

formed part of the ?stop line? used against invasion by 

the sea during World War II.    

Plants & animals of the area 

Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek has an extensive coastal 

monsoon forest that borders the coastline. It is 

primarily made up of monsoon vine thicket and 

Chestnut Rail at edge of mangroves. Photo: Amanda Lilleyman
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presence of shorebirds in nationally and 

internationally important numbers. The reserve 

supports up to 10,000 shorebirds from over 25 

species, and the beach has at times provided habitat 

for vagrant birds. 

Over the years there has been Black-headed Gull 

(Chroicocephalus ridibundus), Franklin?s Gull 

(Leucophaeus pipixcan), Lesser Black-backed Gull 

(Larus fuscus), Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris), 

Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrines), Christmas 

Island Frigatebird (Fregata andrewsi) and others that 

were not supported through photographs or an 

adequate description to be accepted by the BirdLife 

Australia Rarities Committee https://birdlife.org.au/

conservation/science/rarities-committee. 

Nevertheless, this coastal stretch of habitat faces 

north towards the Timor Sea and there is no doubt 

that many other rare birds may be using this beach 

and may even go unnoticed.

 During the monsoon season when intense storms 

and low-pressure systems are common across the 

Timor and Arafura Seas, there is a high chance of 

seabirds turning up on this beach. It is not 

uncommon to see Brown Boobies (Sula leucogaster), 

Common Noddies (Anous stolidus), Bridled Terns 

(Onychoprion anaethetus), and Shearwaters (Puffinus 

sp.) turn up on the beach exhausted and in need of a 

rest. There was even an Abbott?s Booby (Papasula 

abbotti) that was found exhausted and taken in to 

care, but later died. Fortunately, not all seabirds that 

turn up in Darwin are in dire straits, with many 

frigatebirds flying over Lee Point beach during the 

monsoon season. Lesser Frigatebird (Fregata ariel) is 

the more common species flying over the coast, but 

it is good practice to inspect the plumage markings 

of all frigatebirds.  

But for people that visit Darwin at any time of the 

year, the one spot that should be on everyone?s list is 

Lee Point, firstly because of the shorebirds, and 

secondly for the abundance of other species you can 

see in surrounding habitats. The shorebirds attract 

tourists from other parts of Australia and the world. 

It is the best place to bump into local Darwin 

birdwatchers when the tide is high.  

The best tide to visit this beach if you are specifically 

looking for shorebirds is any  spring tide  >6.5 m, as 

this is when birds will be roosting and they are much 

easier to see huddled together pushed up by the 

tide. Most shorebirds roost halfway along Lee Point 

beach as you walk towards Buffalo Creek. It is a good 

idea to keep some distance from the birds to avoid 

disturbing them. From September through until 

about March you can see up to 25 species of 

migratory shorebird on this beach. The most 

abundant species is Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris), 

with records of up to 9000 birds roosting during high 

tide. During tides above 7 m during the monsoon 

season, there is very little beach left and the birds 

may depart the site to look for suitable roosting 

habitat elsewhere. The timing of high tides also 

coincides with optimal beach-walking and 

dog-walking times, and this poses a threat to 

shorebirds roosting on the beach.  Despite the 

zoning regulation of Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek beach, 

Migratory shorebirds at Buffalo Creek. Photo: Amanda Lilleyman

Franklin's Gull - an occasional visitor to Australian shores. 
Photo: Amanda Lilleyman

https://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/rarities-committee
https://birdlife.org.au/conservation/science/rarities-committee
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many people still walk their dogs there causing 

shorebirds to take off and use energy stores that 

would otherwise be used for migration (Lilleyman et 

al. 2016). Because of this there has been a push to 

increase the awareness of these birds that call Lee 

Point home. You can view beautifully made shorebird 

statues on the grassy patch before you enter the 

beach at Lee Point. These art installations were 

commissioned by Parks and Wildlife and designed by 

local installation artist Aly de Groot.  

Monsoon forest birds 

There is a great walking trail that goes from the 

woodland and beach area of Lee Point (access is 

from the northern Lee Point car park), along the back 

from the sand dunes, through mangrove forest, and 

then through the monsoon forest. This walk takes 

you through a good variety of environments and 

gives you access through an otherwise almost 

impenetrable forest. If you are not up for a long walk, 

then you can bird your way along the monsoon 

forest by travelling along Buffalo Creek Road.  If you 

go early in the morning you can often hear 

Large-tailed Nightjar (Caprimulgus macrurus) calling, 

but once the day has begun, it is time for Rainbow 

Pitta (Pitta iris), Rose-crowned Fruit-dove (Ptilinopus 

regina), Emerald Dove (Chalcophaps indica) to start 

calling. Also listen out for Green-backed Gerygone 

(Gerygone chloronotus), Grey Whistler (Pachycephala 

simplex), Arafura Fantail (Rhipidura dryas) calling on 

the outskirts of the forest.  

Listen out for Varied Lorikeet (Psitteuteles versicolor) 

as you walk along the road at the edge of the forest 

as Varied Lorikeet often call as they fly in flocks. They 

are fast moving and easier to hear than see, but 

sometimes you can spot these small parrots feeding 

in the woodland across from the monsoon forest 

along Buffalo Creek Road. Look for honeyeaters also 

feeding in blossoming trees; Helmeted Friarbird 

(Philemon buceroides), Little Friarbird (Philemon 

citreogularis), White-gaped Honeyeater 

(Lichenostomus unicolor), Rufous-banded Honeyeater 

(Conopophila albogularis), Brown Honeyeater 

(Lichmera indistincta), Dusky Honeyeater (Myzomela 

obscura), and more recently, Gouldian Finch 

(Erythrura gouldiae).  

Mangrove birds and raptors 

There is no doubt that the bird that everyone looks 

for in Darwin mangroves is the Chestnut Rail. This 

species can be found in mangroves and fringing 

habitat such as mudflats along the coastline of 

northern Australia. Look across the creek from the 

boat ramp for Chestnut Rail, but if it is busy then it?s 

best to go further along through the mangroves on 

falling tides of approximately 5 m. There is a 

well-established path through the mangroves that 

you can follow until you get to the first bend in the 

creek. This is a good spot to look for Chestnut Rail 

and occasionally Great-billed Heron (Ardea 

sumatrana). Listen out for the calls of Azure 

Kingfisher (Alcedo azurea) and Shining Flycatcher 

(Myiagra Alecto). Black Butcherbird (Cracticus quoyi) 

often calls low from thick mangroves, and you can 

occasionally hear Little Shrike-thrush (Colluricincla 

megarhyncha) and Mangrove Grey Fantail (Rhipidura 

phasiana) calling as you work your way through the 

mangroves. Red-headed Honeyeater (Myzomela 

erythrocephala) moves along the tops of mangrove 

trees as it feeds on flowering blossom.  

Just before dusk you will often see small parties of 

Red-winged Parrot (Aprosmictus erythropterus) flying 

in to the mangroves from the west. These birds 

roost communally in the mangroves. Most probably 

to remain safe from predators. Birds of prey also 

use the mangrove forest and can be seen flying high 

overhead or swooping down for prey along the 

creek or tidal flat. Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus), 

Black Kite (Milvus migrans), Whistling Kite (Haliastur 

sphenurus) and White-bellied Sea-eagle (Haliaeetus 

leucogaster) are common.  

Red-winged Parrot. Photo: Amanda Lilleyman
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Best places to see the birds and wildlife generally 

If you are visiting for a short period and want to get 

see a good variety of birds, then it is a good idea to 

park at the first car park at the bend of Buffalo 

Creek and walk along the road so you have 

monsoon forest on one side of you and woodland 

on the other side. You often hear Varied Triller 

(Lalage leucomela) and Spangled Drongo (Dicrurus 

bracteatus) calling from high up in the forest, and 

where there is more open woodland listen out for 

Forest Kingfisher (Todiramphus macleayii). A short 

walk along the edges of the mangrove forest and 

woodland will also produce some nice birds. But for 

the best birding at Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek it is 

recommended to visit the beach on an early high 

tide to watch migratory shorebirds, terns and 

waterbirds, and then spend some time listening for 

forest birds, before attempting a walk through the 

mangroves for mangrove-specialist birds.  

Conclusion 

Lee Point ? Buffalo Creek is a birding hot spot 

situated only 20 km from Darwin?s CBD. It is a short 

drive from Darwin International Airport and easily 

accessible for all levels of fitness. The variety of 

habitat types provides rich bird diversity for all 

birdwatchers and people to enjoy. The area can 

sometimes have lots of mosquitoes and midgies 

and it is recommended that visitors cover their skin 

to avoid itching bites. It is also advisable for visitors to 

travel with full sun protection and stay well hydrated 

as this part of the sunny Top End is very hot, especially 

on humid days when the air is thick but the prospect 

of a Chestnut Rail along the mangrove creek is too 

tantalising to head back to the car for more water! 

Happy birding! 
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Australian Geographic Nature Photographer of the Year 2019
Top End Photographer Etienne Littlefair recently won the Threatened Species section of the  Australian 

Geographic Nature Photographer of the Year 2019 with his underwater portrait of Merten's Water Monitor 

(Varanus mertensi) which features on the front cover of this newsletter.

Of his image Etienne says:

"I am delighted that an image of an iconic Northern Territory 

reptile has won a category in this years Australia Geographic 

Nature Photographer of the Year Competition, our reptiles 

are ecologically and culturally important yet generally quite 

poorly known. The observation that resulted in this image 

was an incredible one-off encounter, as I lay in the water 

photographing a nearby, oblivious pair of mating Mertens' 

water monitors, several other males cruised around the 

periphery of the scene until this one decided to investigate 

his reflection in my camera's dome port, possibly with the 

intent of driving away a rival male". 
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Chitter Chatter  - excerpts from the Club's Facebook group

14 August : Tania Whight

Hi there, would anyone know what bird this could be from these 

eggs/nest?

 

Tissa Rat nayeke: Tania that looks like a White-gaped Honeyeter nest 

and eggs. They might have  had two goes at building the nest, 

perhaps after a previous leaf it was  attached to collapsed.

11 August : Laura Young? 

First post here. Any idea what this litt le guy is or 

will be? Thanks  

Am ber  Dunst an: Crow butterfly their chrysalis 

is beautiful! We caught caterpillar and  watched 

the transformation with my kids was great 

experience then released the butterfly !

8 August : Andrew  Cr it chley

Ant mimic nymph of the pod sucking bug Riptortus 

serripes. Found in Humpty Doo. Correct ID by Tissa, I 

originally thought Assassin bug.

Tissa Rat nayeke:  Andrew it 's an ant mimic nymph of 

the pod sucking bug Riptortus serripes. They  are quite 

common, the adults are brown.

Tissa Rat nayeke:  Here's the winged adult.
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9 August : Jar rod Bent on

Morning all. Could I please have an ID on this one? 

Thanks.

Heat her  Ryan : Ok my guess is a Luidia species 

perhaps maculata?

7 August : Judy Egan

Why fly if you can hitch a lift? This Moth Butterfly was sitting 

on the  edge of a back window on my car. Over an hour later it 

has traveled  approx 10 km and is still sitting there! 

Tissa Rat nayeke:  Judy that 's a rare sighting of one of these 

butterflies. They have  carnivorous caterpillars that feed on 

Green Tree Ant larvae - isn't that  amazing.

17 August : Br ian Jukes

Couple of shots of our resident Rufous owls. Female with 

the remains of a  flying fox and this years pair of 

youngsters starting to gain their adult colouring.

16 August : Wil l iam  Riddell

Came across this big beautiful Carpet Python last  night 

at the end of Geranium street near the Botanic Gardens.

Sim on Ferguson: That?s not typical colouration for an 

Top End Carpet. I would think that?s an escaped pet 

eastern coastal carpet.

https://www.facebook.com/outbackstorm
https://www.facebook.com/outbackstorm


Page 14 Nature Territory - September 2019

Template Lef t  Hand Page
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Club notices 
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.   

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com  

Deadline for the October newsletter: 25 September 2019 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/ 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:   
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that volume number 29, containing 15 articles, was published in July. Copies 
have just been mailed out to members who didn't  collect their complimentary copy at the August meeting. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are:  Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25; 
Concessions ‐ $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

President: Richard Willan 8999 8238 (w) 

Secretary: Vacant  

Treasurer: Jo Rapley  0487 193 241 

Committee Members:  Graham Brown  0417 804 036 

 Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)  

 Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216 

 Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874 

 Andrew Bell 0428 882 979 

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell  

Newsletter Editor Judy Egan  

Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 
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