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August Meeting:  Wednesday 11, 7.00 pm
Laser-based ecology

August Field Trip: Friday 13 to Sunday 15
Camping at Litchfield National Park
• See pages 2-3 for more details •

August 2021

Club Activities pp. 2-3    

July Meeting Report p. 4    July Field Trip Report p. 5

Chitter Chatter pp. 6-7

Club notices p. 8

During a recent visit to Tree Point Conservation Area (Gunn Point) Fiona Prentice managed to capture this image of a 
Beach Stone-curlew displaying on the beach.
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August Meeting
Laser-based ecology: Reconstructing ecosystems in three-

dimensions for improved monitoring and management.
presented by Shaun Levick

Wednesday 11 August 7:00 pm - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A

Upcoming Field Nats Events
September Meeting - Wednesday 8 - Cape York Cassowary Project

September Field Trip - Thursday 9 to Sunday 12 - Katherine Bird Week 
(members to organise own transport, accomodation and activities)

* October Field Trip to Vernon Islands - limited places - book early, see page 3 for detail *

Shaun Levick is a Principal Research Scientist at the CSIRO. He is a geospatial ecologist who integrates Earth 
Observation science and GIS modelling with field experiments to better understand the structure and dynamics of 
ecosystems. 

Shaun’s research merges cutting-edge advances in satellite, airborne, and terrestrial remote sensing with 
emerging tools in computer vision and machine learning to address environmental challenges. Key focus areas 
include high precision carbon accounting, fire ecology and management, biodiversity mapping, and modelling 
future trajectories of ecosystem change.

Notice of the Club’s 2021 Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of The NT Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. will be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday

8 September at Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Items to be considered include:

-  President’s report

-  The audited accounts for 2020-21 and Treasurer’s report.

-  Election of Office Bearers and Management Committee for 2021-2022 (a nomination form will be

 included in September’s newsletter)
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August Field Trip
Weekend Camping at Litchfield National Park

Friday 13 to Sunday 15 August

Bookings Open for October Field Trip - Vernon Islands Reef Walk and Snorkel
When: Saturday 9 October, departure 10.00 am (low tide of 0.1M 1400hrs)

Cost: $253 pp incl GST. (Includes, morning tea snacks, lunch & water)
The Northern Territory branch of the Australian Marine Science Association and the Northern Territory Field 
Naturalists’ Club are jointly hosting a guided Vernon Islands Reef Walk and Snorkel. The Vernon’s Blue Holes 
are surrounded by sandy banks and are only exposed at low tide, creating a massive network of lagoons 
surrounded by tessellated reef and horizontal waterfalls. From the surface of the hole’s colourful coral tables 
are visible, with staghorn forests descending and disappearing into the depths. The top of the reef surrounding 
the Blue Holes has a greater profusion of marine creatures than anywhere in Darwin Harbour. Indeed, many of 
these species don’t occur in Darwin Harbour at all.

What to bring: Your own booties/shoes suitable for reef walking and sun protection e.g. hat, sunscreen,  
long-sleeved shirt, etc.

Snorkelling is optional and will be restricted to inside one Blue Hole for safety. You will need to supply your own 
mask, snorkel and fins; however, stinger suits can be purchased through Sea Darwin before the 9 September. 

Note: Booties/ shoes are required and stinger suits are required for all snorkellers. 

AMSA-NT: The Northern Territory branch of the Australian Marine Science Association (AMSA-NT) aims to 
promote all aspects of marine science in the Northern Territory. We have a wealth of experience in coastal and 
marine studies. Members are from a variety of host institutions in the NT and cross many disciplines. We also 
encourage an active student membership.

Book direct with Sea Darwin (limited seats): https://seadarwin.rezdy.com/194606/vernon-islands-reef-walk-and-snorkel

Our Club will have exclusive access to a private camp 
site near Buley Rockhole. The site has a large grassed 
area for camping and is bordered by a creek on one side 
that adds to the diversity of fauna and flora species in 
the area. Amenities include a large open shed with a 
kitchen that includes a gas stove and gas fridge. There is 
a shower block and conventional flushing toilets.

A range of activities including walks and drives will be 
organised to explore many of the Park’s attractions. 
Previous trips have included: birding around Tabletop 
Swamp, Bamboo Creek and Sandy Creek, exploring the 
Lost City and spotlighting around the camp ground.

Bring: your own tent and camping gear, food, crockery/
cutlery, binoculars, headlamp/torch, camera, insect 
repellent, and importantly closed walking shoes. Water is 
pumped directly from the adjacent creek so you may like 
to consider bringing your own drinking water.

Camping spaces are limited so please contact Mark 
Grubert on 0407 843 174 to reserve your spot. 
Preference will be given to financial Club members.
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Clockwise from top left: Aquarium collection vessel, freshwater fish 
collection, giant clams (Tridacna squamosa), collecting coral.

July Meeting Report
An overview of the Northern Territory Aquarium Fishery

report by Mark Grubert
Evan Needham (Fisheries Division, Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade) gave a fascinating presentation 
on the Northern Territory Wild Harvest Aquarium Fishery at the Club’s July meeting. He described the humble 
beginnings of the fishery, which primarily focused on the collection of freshwater fish, through to its rapid 
development over the last decade and the switch to the harvest of speciality corals. 

Evan also spoke about the challenges associated with managing a fishery that harvests over 100 different species, 
some of which are listed under the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (primarily 
because of destructive fishing practices elsewhere in the South Pacific region). He concluded with a plea to report 
any suspected invasive fish that Club members may encounter through the Fishwatch Hotline - 1800 891 136.

We thank Evan for his highly informative talk and commend him for his contribution to the management of the 
Northern Territoy’s aquatic resources.
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Monsoon Aquatics’ premises at East Arm supplies the aquarium industry with north Australian corals and giant 
clams. The base stock is harvested by divers under highly regulated licences issued by the Northern Territory and 
Western Australian governments. 

The coral is broken into smaller pieces and placed in shallow tanks where, under controlled conditions, the coral 
will continue to grow. The facility we visited was a typical, large, metal-clad industrial shed - for us it was hot and 
humid, however the marine inhabitants were being pampered with the water run through a chiller to maintain 
a temperature of 24 - 25 °C. The lighting was also controlled throughout the day with remotely activated LEDs 
suspended just above the tanks. Our visit coincided with the midday blue cycle, which created a challenge for the 
cameras to capture the true colours, unlike our eyes which adapted to seeing the multitude of hues. 

Healthy coral results from a symbiotic relationship between two unrelated organisms, the coral polyp and a 
group of algae known as zooxanthellae. The algae live within the secure environment of the polyp’s body and use 
sunlight to produce essential elements such as sugars which are shared with the polyps. It is the different species 
of zooxanthellae that give coral their colour. At high temperatures the algae are expelled as they begin to produce 
chemicals toxic to the polyps and this results in the effect known as coral bleaching. Each coral is started by an 
individual polyp which then continues to divide creating a coral formation of genetically identical individuals. 
Corals within the tanks need to be separated to prevent them attacking unrelated neighbours.  

We thank Sophie Dyer and the team at Monsoon Aquatics for showing us around the facility on a Saturday afternoon.

July Field Trip Report
Visit to Monsoon Aquatics

report by Tissa Ratnayeke, photos by Mark Grubert
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Amanda Lockwood – 28 June

A friend thought some of you might find this 
interesting. Yesterday saw a Tree Monitor 
chase a tata lizard up a palm trunk, do a leap 
into the air after the lizard and through the 
undergrowth. Here is a (still frame from a) 
video clip of the monitor swallowing the 
lizard. 

Alexander Dudley – 25 July 

Back in 2013 at Maguk in Kakadu I was astonished to see a 
huntsman erupt from under a tiny overhang and grab a Carlia amax.

Simone Wright – 21 July

We’ve been lucky enough to 
have Jabirus come back to their 
nest in our dead mahogany tree 
again this year in Howard springs . 
Three babies ready to fly.

Sera von Rieben – 22 July

Can anyone tell me who this shed exoskeleton belongs to? Found on 
the rocks by the pond in the Botanical Gardens Darwin.

Tissa Ratnayeke: Dragonfly nymphs are aquatic predators. When 
ready to become an adult they crawl out of the water, the back of the 
skin splits open and they emerge as a flying insect, leaving behind an 
exuvium (the cast off exoskeleton).



Nature Territory - August 2021 Page 7

Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page

Matthew L Grambeau – 23 July

Yes, we had another Black-footed Tree Rat at home in 
Humpty Doo this morning and could get rather close.

Jodie M A Williams – 20 July

White ‘smiley face’ spider…location near Herbert. Can’t find anything to identify it 
online, can you help please?

Tissa Ratnayeke: It’s one of the crab spiders, possibly immature so could look 
different to adult. Ethan Yeoman, any suggestions on ID, location is Darwin.

Ethan Yeoman: It looks like Zygometis xanthogaster.

Driscoll FIreland – 18 July

Rocket Frog? Oops, Striped Rocket Frog (thanks Amy Dewhurst). 
Leapt into my campervan at Tumbling Waters. We had fun 
catching him before the dogs did. 

He / she was fine btw and was liberated unscathed. It does have 
long gherkin like legs. Should be been called the gherkin frog.

Gold medal worthy jumps.

Alex Field – 26 July

Noticed this fat fella (Crocodylus 
johnstoni) at Fogg Dam has a tag on 
his tail scutes, anyone know what 
it’s for? I’m assuming it’s the rangers 
way of keeping tabs on the freshies 
in the dam?

Mon Atkins: they can also cut the 
scutes to identify them instead of 
tags too. 

Kim McLachlan: yes first time I’ve 
heard of it too but ranger Davo 
says it’s how they tag freshies now 
rather than doing scutes. This one is 
Freddie. 
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was forma�ed and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sigh�ngs, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.n�ieldnatsnt�gmail.com 
Deadline for the September newsle�er: 27 August 2021

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Need a Club membership form? Go to: h�p://n�ieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist:  
Number 30 has been published and the first copy deposited at the NT Library. Copies have been posted to 
members who didn’t personally collected a copy.
The posi�on of Chief Editor is currently vacant and the Club would like to hear from any suitably qualified person 
who would like to take on this role.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society   General mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Chris�an College, corner Amy �ohnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit h�p://www.topendna�veplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
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NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President: Mark Grubert 0407 843 174
Secretary: Belinda Norris
Treasurer: Mary Fathers 
Commi�ee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036

Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216
Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874
Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
E�enne Li�lefair
Karunika Premaratne
Carol Palmer

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell
Newsle�er Editor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755
NT Naturalist Editor Vacant
Website and Facebook: Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

�T �iel� �aturalists� �lu� �ee�n�s are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, 
commencing at 7:00 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

�u�s�rip��ns are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/�ns�tu�onal - $30; Singles - $25;
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.


