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September Meeting:  Wednesday 8, 7.00 pm
AGM followed by Cape York Cassowaries

September Field Trip: Exploring Knuckey Lagoons Conservation Reserve
• See pages 2-3 for more details •
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Tissa Ratnayeke was recently fortunate enough to be able to photograph this rarely sighted Moth Butterfly (Liphyra brassolis) 
in Holmes Jungle. The caterpillars of this butterfly feed on the eggs and larvae of Green Tree Ants (Oecophylla smaragdina).
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September Meeting
Cape York Cassowary Research - video link presentation

presented by Matt Bradford
Wednesday 8 September 7:00 pm - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A

Upcoming Field Nats Events
October Meeting - Wednesday 13 - Traditional Medicines

* October Field Trip - Saturday 9 - Blue Holes Reef Walk - Vernon Islands 

Above: searching for cassowaries. Right: Cassowary footprints. Photos: Matt Bradford

Matt Bradford is a tropical plant ecologist with 30 years of experience with CSIRO in Atherton. He has been 
involved in a wide range of research projects including fire ecology, botanical survey, long term rainforest plots 
and rainforest seed dispersal. More recently he has studied littoral rainforests, flying fox ecology and cassowary 
ecology. Sadly, his time with CSIRO will end in 2021 with the closing of the Atherton laboratory and the cessation 
of CSIRO’s involvement in tropical forest ecology. Happily, he is following his passion and will be opening a 
microbrewery in Atherton in 2022.

Cassowaries have been periodically studied in the Wet Tropics of Queensland for decades. However, populations 
on Cape York Peninsula have received little attention and no formal ecological or population studies are available. 
At the request of various Traditional Owner groups on Cape York, CSIRO led systematic field studies of Cassowary 
populations and threats to those populations between 2012 and 2020. Guided by Traditional Owner rangers, we 
walked large areas of east-central Cape York where significant Cassowary populations are known to occur. We can 
report that populations are in good health and signs of Cassowaries were found across multiple habitat types. We 
found differences in populations and habitat use from the much larger Cassowary population in the Wet Tropics. 
The project was successful in engaging local communities, and follow up surveys and studies further north on 
Cape York are now being planned.
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September Field Trip
Explore Knuckey Lagoons Conservation Reserve

Saturdayday 11 September 8:00 am - meet at end of Fiddlers Lane

There is no club organised field trip  for September, we recommend members consider participating in the 
Katherine Bird Festival.

Notice of the NTFNC’s 2021 Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting of the NT Field Naturalists’ Club Inc. will be held at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 8 
September in Blue Precinct, Room 2A, Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Items to be considered 
include:  

• President’s report 
• The audited accounts for 2020-21 and Treasurer’s report
• Election of Office Bearers and Management Committee for 2021-2022. See next page for a 

nomination form

Copies of the audited financial statements are available on request by contacting the Treasurer Mary Fathers 
on: treasurer.ntfnc@gmail.com

The Knuckey Lagoons Conservation Reserve situated only 12 km from the Darwin CBD is an often over looked 
natural wetland habitat situated in the middle of the greater Darwin region. The reserve consists of a series of 
four water bodies. Towards the end of the Dry Season large numbers of waterbirds including some rare migratory 
species are attracted to the area. During this field trip we will visit the three most easily accessible of these 
waterholes.

The surrounding habitat is quite open so please consider suitable sun protection. Bring water and if you have 
them, camera and binoculars. Please wear enclosed shoes, access to the third waterhole is a short and easy walk 
with no formed walking track.

Meet at the end of Fiddlers Lane off McMillans Road.
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August Meeting Report
An overview of the Northern Territory Aquarium Fishery

report by Mark Grubert
Shaun Levick gave a captivating presentation on the use of LiDAR (i.e. Light Detecting and Ranging) in the study 
of landscape ecology. LiDAR units create 3D scans of the environment and can be mounted to satellites, planes, 
drones, backpacks or tripods depending on their size and intended application. They are also becoming smaller 
and more affordable over time.

Shaun provided examples of how LiDAR can be used to quantify and monitor features of the environment such as 
termite mounds, animal wallows, drainage channels, vegetation canopy structure and biomass, and the spread of 
invasive grasses.

The ability to track changes in vegetation biomass over time means that LiDAR has become an important tool in 
estimating carbon emissions under different fire regimes in northern Australia. Similarly, it can be used to illustrate 
the effects of animal grazing on vegetation structure in areas either side of exclusion fences.

Shaun finished with an animated, 3D ‘flyover’ of the Darwin CBD; the aim of the work being to measure rates 
of tree growth and mortality, and to model the shading and cooling effects of green spaces on the urban 
environment.

We thank Shaun for his fascinating talk and wish him all the best with his ground-breaking research using LiDAR.

NOMINATION FOR NTFNC COMMITTEE 2021/22 

Name of person being nominated: .......................................................................................................................

Position being nominated for (circle): President; Secretary; Treasurer; Committee Member (up to 7 people needed)

Signature of nominee: ..........................................................................................................Date:  ......../09/21

Proposer’s name: ......................................................  Signature:..........................................Date:  ......../09/21

Seconder’s name:  ....................................................  Signature:..........................................Date:  ......../09/21

Under our Constitution, written nominations received prior to the commencement of the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
have precedence.  Either:  (1) Hand deliver to current committee member, or (2) bring them to the AGM.
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continued next page ...

Left to right: Female Mistletoebird, Spangled Drongo, Partridge Pigeon. Photos: Harn Sheng

August Field Trip Report
Litchfield National Park Camping Weekend

report by Mark Grubert
Fourteen club members overnighted at the Environmental Education Campground (EEC) in Litchfield National Park 
over the weekend of 13-15 August. Friday night’s spot-lighting walk was fairly quiet, although some microbats 
were seen around the camp later in the evening.

Saturday’s events started with a walk around the Florence Falls circuit, where we encountered dozens of Common 
Crow butterflies in a section of rainforest just before the link track to the Tabletop Track. We then proceeded up 
the link track as far as the intersection with the Tabletop Track. This was quite a scramble, but was an interesting 
demonstration of how quickly vegetation changes as you move away from a water source. We also encountered a 
large and angry-looking centipede on our return to the Florence Falls track.

We then made our way to the Tabletop Swamp and encountered a couple of Emus crossing the road, not far from 
the Lost City turn-off. This was the first sighting of Emus in the park for most of us, and we only managed a few 
distant photos of the birds before they scattered into the woodland.

The water level in the Tabletop Swamp was much higher than in previous year’s trips, with most of the swamp 
covered by reeds. A couple of Pied Cormorants, Great Egrets and Australasian Grebes were spotted, but there 
was not the diversity of waterbirds that we have seen in past trips. The group then returned to the EEC for lunch, 
where a Partridge Pigeon had been spotted by one club member who drove down Saturday morning. The resident 
Mertens Water Monitor also made an appearance at the campsite creek that day.

Saturday afternoon saw the group head down the ‘creek track’ to the rock pools and waterfall which lie about 
1 kilometre from the EEC facility. This is one of the hidden gems of the park and the cool gully is a haven for a 
variety of frogs and some carnivorous plants.

We broke camp at around 8:30 am on Sunday morning and headed to the Walker Creek track. The lower 
campgrounds were already busy and so the group kept going to the seventh campground and adjacent rock pools. 
The usual freshwater shrimps were about, as were a number of rainbowfish and gudgeons. A small group then 
checked out the abandoned tin mine at Bamboo Creek before returning to Darwin on Sunday afternoon.  

1  Partridge Pigeon
2  Peaceful Dove
3  Bar-shouldered Dove
1  Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove
3  Torresian Imperial-Pigeon
1  Tawny Frogmouth
22 Straw-necked Ibis
1  Brown Goshawk
2  Black Kite
1  Whistling Kite
1  Azure Kingfisher

5  Blue-winged Kookaburra
6  Rainbow Bee-eater
2  Red-tailed Black-Cockatoo
6  Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
4  Red-winged Parrot
25 Varied Lorikeet
12 Red-collared Lorikeet
2  Great Bowerbird
1  White-gaped Honeyeater
5  Dusky Myzomela
4  White-quilled Honeyeater

2  White-throated Honeyeater
2  Striated Pardalote
3  Black-faced Cuckooshrike
1  White-bellied Cuckooshrike
2  White-winged Triller
1  Varied Triller
1  Little Shrikethrush
1  Rufous Whistler
1  Olive-backed Oriole
6  White-breasted 

Woodswallow

1  Pied Butcherbird
1  Northern Fantail
2  Willie-wagtail
5  Spangled Drongo
1  Leaden Flycatcher
4  Paperbark Flycatcher
2  Shining Flycatcher
3  Torresian Crow
2  Mistletoebird

Litchfield bird list 13 - 15 August 2021 by Harn Sheng:
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Above left to right: Immature Palemouth, Rockhole frog, Northern Fantail. Photos: Harn Sheng. Below: Exploring a rocky stream. Photo: Mark Grubert

Clockwise from above: A rare sighting of an Emu, 
Great Bowerbird, Common Crow butterflies. 
Photo: Victor Sales.   
Resting at the campsite.  
Photo supplied by Belinda Jennings

Litchfield Camping Field Trip - continued from previous page
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Birding Activities In September

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu/do/events/birdweek/

https://northernterritory.com/katherine-and-surrounds/events/2021-katherine-bird-festival
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Joey Buckerfield – 27 Aug
My field guide tells me this is Varanus spenceri. 
Down on the Barkly Tablelands today!

Maggie Petto – 26 Aug
I came across this lovely vibrant green spider in Milikapiti, 
Melville Island. I think it’s a salticid (jumping spider). Only had 
my phone so photos don’t do it justice. If anyone can provide 
further identification, I’d be interested. Thanks.

Tissa Ratnayeke - It’s a jumping spider Cosmophasis 
thalassina, they are quite common around Darwin.

Ruth Sheridan – 23 Aug

Grub’s up Fogg Dam Sunday.

(White-breasted Cuckoo-shrike with the remains 
of a hawk moth caterpillar)

Colleen Brierley — 24 Aug
Hi all, can I get an I.D on this Lil fella please.. .massive 
Web.

Tissa Ratnayeke - Colleen this is Australia’s largest tent 
web spider Cyrtophora moluccensis. They get their 
common name from the shape of the horizontal web 
that peaks in the middle. They have lovely colours and 
patterns on their body. Enjoy.
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page

Murray Patterson – 24 Aug
Anyone able to ID these Geckos? Dead tree on the 
road was full of em, Couple hours out of Nhulunbuy.

Paul Thomsen – 19 Aug
Nice to see an elusive Black Bittern at Fogg 
Dam this evening

Peter Davidson – 19 Aug
Amazing twin bowers of a Great Bowerbird, 
Wilton River, Roper Bar.

Stephen Mahony - They look like a member of the Gehyra australis species group, and there’s not many other 
options in that area. The group member in that area would be Gehyra arnhemica. This morphologically fits also as 
it has bolder patterns than Gehyra australis, matching your animal. I did think it was a bit more rock-outcrop living 
than G. australis but that might have been a misunderstanding, I haven’t seen it personally.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was forma�ed and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sigh�ngs, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.n�ieldnatsnt�gmail.com 
Deadline for the October newsle�er: 30 September 2021

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Need a Club membership form? Go to: h�p://n�ieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist:  
Number 30 has been published and the first copy deposited at the NT Library. Copies have been posted to 
members who didn’t personally collected a copy.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society   General mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Chris�an College, corner Amy �ohnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
�isit h�p://www.topendna�veplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
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�T �iel� �aturalists� �lu� �ee�n�s are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, 
commencing at 7:00 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

�u�s�rip��ns are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/�ns�tu�onal - $30; Singles - $25;
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President: Mark Grubert 0407 843 174
Secretary: Belinda Norris
Treasurer: Mary Fathers 
Commi�ee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036

Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216
Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874
Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
��enne Li�lefair
Karunika Premaratne
Carol Palmer

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell
Newsle�er �ditor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755
Website and Facebook: Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755


