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Kim McLachlan was able to capture this remarkeable image of four finches at a rest stop just north of Daly Waters
earlier this month. Left to right: a Masked, a Gouldian, a Long tail and a Double-barred.
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May Meeting

The Problem with Ants on Islands, and other tropical pest ANTics
Presented by: Kirsti Abbott
Wednesday 11 May 7.00 pm - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A
Kirsti Abbott is the new Head of Science at the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory. She is an
ant ecologist by training who has journeyed through field research, academia and science education and
communication to create inspirational and inclusive science spaces and experiences grounded in rigorous research
and current concepts.
Her research focused on the ecology and management of the Yellow Crazy Ant (Anoplolepis gracilipes) on
Christmas Island and in the Pacific, including Tokelau, a remote atoll nation in Polynesia. Kirsti also set up School
of Ants Australia to understand the diversity, distribution and diet of ants associated with humans, and travelled
around Australia facilitating this project in schools. Most recently Kirsti was the Program Leader of UNE Discovery,
a science engagement initiative at the University of New England in Armidale NSW, but is looking forward to
getting to know the Top End insect fauna, especially the ants.
Kirsti will tell the story of Yellow Crazy Ants on Christmas Island and Tokelau, and examine the distribution and
impacts of invasive ants in tropical Australia.

Upcoming Field Nats Events
June Meeting - Wednesday 8 - To be confirmed
June Field Trip - Sunday 12 - To be confirmed
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May Field Trip
Explore the Howard Springs Nature Park Monsoon Forest
Sunday 15 May, 7.45 am for 8.00 am start
Come join us for an easy stroll through the monsoon
forest adjacent to the Howard Creek. This is an area
rich in fauna and flora. The walk will provide an
opportunity to observer the area as it begins adapting
to the change in seasons from the wet to the dry.
Meet at the roundabout near the ranger station (after

entering the Park gates continue straight ahead to the
end, don’t take the right turn).
For your wellbeing and safety bring hat, sun
protection, insect repellent (mosquitoes are abundant),
drinking water and enclosed walking shoes. If you have
them, also bring camera and binoculars.

Casuarina Coastal Reserve (CCR)
If you care about protecting the extraordinary natural
values of the CCR, come along to this public meeting
organised by Friends of Casuarina Coastal Reserve.
Saturday 14 May 2022, 9:30 am – 11:00 am
Picnic Shelter, Dripstone Park, Daribah Road.
The health of the Casuarina Coastal Reserve is being
impacted by many different threats: land clearing,
arson, uncontrolled dogs, pest animals, weeds, litter,
human visitor impact, declining creek water quality
and sea-level rise. These threats are detrimental to the
natural values of the Reserve.
The aim of this meeting is to create a coordinated
group to advocate for action on the many threats to
the health of the Casuarina Coastal Reserve.
If you are concerned about the health of the
Casuarina Coastal Reserve, please come along and
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Image: Geoff Whalan www.flickr.com/photos/geoffwhalan/

bring your ideas for action that can be taken to care
for this beautiful place.
Please RSVP for catering purposes, and BYO cup and
chair.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/casuarina-coastalreserve-needs-action-tickets-331813853167?fbclid=IwAR2
AtxVtggnQ_FLykZ2ywo__6KtdvjDMp6Pc4oK71pjFRBp39nG
HBku1rPw
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April Field Trip & Meeting Report
Palaeontology in the Northern Territory
by Andrew Bell

April’s field trip and meeting were generously led
by local fossil enthusiast and former taxidermist/
preparator at the Museum and Art Gallery of the
Northern Territory (MAGNT), Jared Archibald.
In his very engaging way, Jared led a large group of
attendees on a Sunday morning tour of the MAGNT
fossil collection. Starting with the history of the
evolutionary of life on Earth, Jared lead us through
the geological ages explaining where and why certain
fossils are found at widely separated sites the NT.
He introduced us to the “Nightcliff Monster” (an
ichthyosaur skeletal impression that is displayed at
MAGNT), other local fossils, and from further afield diprotodon, giant crocodile and others from limestone
at Camfield Station. Jared explained the very ancient
geological history of the NT, where most of the
landscape is eroded down to sediments so old that
they pre-date larger complex organisms. Good fossil
sites are therefore uncommon. Despite this, many of
us were surprised to learn the wealth of fossil history
we have on our doorstep here in Darwin, including a
3m + Ichthyosaur skeleton that sits, usually under sand,
in a rich fossil deposit in the reef off Casuarina Beach.
I’ll certainly be on the lookout for bellamite fossils (the
bullet-shaped skeletons of primitive squid), ichthyosaur
vertebra and others now on my walks on the beach.
Wednesday night’s talk followed on with a detailed
talk on the history of paleontology and fossil

exploration in the NT, much of it very personal to Jared
who as an eight year old accompanied his father on
NT museum collecting expeditions to the Alcoota fossil
deposits in Central Australia, and shared the thrill of
being there when significant discoveries were made.
Although as mentioned above, it is a very ancient
landscape, we do have numerous fossil deposits in
the NT ranging from early invertebrate sites, Jurassic
marine reptiles, ancient megafauna marsupials and
birds, to the well known mud-lobster “sub-fossils”
along the coast including Gun Point. We don’t yet
have any dinosaurs, but who knows what might lie
undiscovered beneath out feet in far flung corners of
the territory. Finds by observant “citizen scientists”
play a huge role in turning up new discoveries, so keep
your eyes peeled – the museum welcomes enquiries
about interesting finds – most are mundane but the
occasional one is exceptionally important.
The history of the Alcoota site was particularly
interesting. The very fragile fossils on this site
require painstaking extraction and preservation
with penetrating glues as they are uncovered. Early
attempts to remove them and ship them interstate
delivered nothing but useless piles of dust. This
important site contains the remains of ancient
marsupials, including many Diprotodon (“giant
wombat”) species, “marsupial tapirs”, large marsupial
carnivores, and many birds including the huge
Dromornis that is thought to have weighed up to 750
kg – one of the largest birds ever discovered.
Interestingly, Dromornis was initially assumed to be a
ratite, related to Emus, Cassowaries, and the extinct
Moas. However its skull morphology didn’t quite
fit, and a flash of inspiration from an expert eye on
a Magpie Goose skeleton led to the conclusion that
it was actually allied to the ducks and geese. It was
nicknamed in the press the “Demon Duck of Doom”;
where would we be without the NT News? Jared had
on hand a cast of the huge secateur-like mandibles of
this large, probably vegetarian bird.

Display at MAGNT, a 2.5 m tall Dromornis at the back
and a Diprotodon in front.
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It was a hands on evening with the opportunity to
handle many fossils and casts. Much thanks to Jared
for a very informative and entertaining tour and talk.
If anyone wants to hear Jared speak further, you
can find his ripping yarn of fossil hunting exploits on
Spun Stories “The fossil hunt that almost killed me”:
https://www.spunstories.net/jared-archibald
... continued on next page
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Clockwise from top: The Alcoota fossil site; trimming quaried limestone witha rocksaw, Bullock Creek fossil deposit; lower jaw of an extinct wolfsize species of thylacine. Photos supplied by Jared Archibald
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A Golden Opportunity for the Top End’s Environment?
Article submitted by Graham Kirby
Two recent announcements have prompted this contribution to the newsletter. First the
promise of $4 million dollars by sitting member for Solomon, Luke Gosling (if re-elected)
for pollution control in Darwin’s creeks, and feral weed management.
Second the comprehensive draft Master Plan 2022-2052 from the Department of the
Environment, Parks and Water security published a couple of weeks ago.
https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/parksmasterplan

DRAFT
NT PARKS
MASTERPL A
N
2022-52
Department of
ENVIRONMENT,

PARKS AND

WATER SECU

RITY

These and the pre-election fervour present an opportunity to endorse and promote
important environmental issues.
We are all concerned about the destruction, degradation
and change to native habitat in the city of Darwin’s
environs. If we do not protect the remaining remnants
of natural bushland our native wildlife will be severely
affected, and a major attraction for living and tourism in
Darwin destroyed.

Southern Rockho

le, Nitmiluk Nationa

I believe we must be more proactive in addressing these
and future land management issues.
The Casuarina Coastal Reserve (CCR), and the remaining
areas of bushland and public space at Lee Point need to be
rationalised, brought under one jurisdiction, and be well
funded and managed.
The new cycle path and upgrades to the Lee Point Road,
and a proposed revamp of the Buffalo Creek boat ramp will
funnel even more people into the area.
The addition of 800 dwellings, a ‘Tourist Precinct’, several
thousand people and an unknown number of cars, cats
and dogs makes a plan for the consequences of this
development more important than ever. The congestion,
pollution and increased human activity needs proactive
management.
I note the following after reading the Casuarina Coastal
Reserve Management Plan 2016
https://dtc.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/249041/
ccr-management-plan2016.pdf.
• A new CCR management plan for the area is not due
for another 4 years.
• p2. notes the potential for the reserve to be declared
a park under Section 12 of the Territory Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act.
• Opportunities to expand the reserve is noted p2.
Indeed an area of lot 4873 is in the process of being
transferred to the CCR. Lot 9458 could also be included.
• CCR is a Class 1 visitor park, Class 3 Biodiversity park,
and the most visited park in the NT.
• The CCR advisory Committee is defunct (p.24).
• Treated sewage is discharged into Buffalo Creek, the
condition of the upper reaches are very poor, the
lower reaches poor. Is there a plan to address this
issue with 800 new dwellings coming on line? Two
other major creeks in Darwin are also polluted.
• There is no mention of the leased area of Club Tropical
Resort Darwin and the Lee Point Village Caravan Park,
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•

•

•

•

l Park

which lie in the centre of the area concerned.
The adjoining 85 hectares zoned OR (Organised
Recreation) was leased for 4 years in 2019 and expires
in March 27, 2023. The lease was specifically to build
a golf course. No application to build a golf course was
ever submitted and the area is now a derelict mass of
feral weeds that will become a serious fire hazard in
the dry season.
To fulfil Bilateral Agreements Australia has to protect
migratory shore birds. A modest ‘beach barrier’ of
cable and floats similar to the one installed at Gun
Point could be an effective way to ensure the public
with their dogs do not disturb the migratory bird roosts
and significantly raise public awareness. The old barrier,
now defunct (p.29) was totally inadequate.
Storm water and erosion problems in the planned
development, yet to be resolved, could add to the
problems of erosion, sedimentation and pollution
already threatening the Sandy Creek marine
environment (p.27, p.11)
The current management plan is heavily based on
monitoring the extensive list of problems facing the
area.
If the Casuarina Coastal Reserve, the most visited park
in the NT, is to reach its full tourist potential it deserves
serious attention now.

Rationale
Our children will inherit an environment determined by
political and financial decisions made today. Our natural
environment is the backbone to our tourism industry and
central to our economic success. Planning, vision and
stewardship today are fundamental to the health of our
natural environment’s health tomorrow. The NT Parks
Masterplan 2022-2052 draft recently published and based on
nearly 600 public submissions recognises this and provides a
clear plan to protect our natural environment.
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Lip service to environmental protection is no longer
sufficient. Ambitious plans will need to be matched
with ambitious funding if it is to deliver the vision of the
Masterplan for our children.
As we know the CCR and Lee Point contains vital pockets
of mangroves, eucalypts and natural bushland which is
home to many of the NT’s native animals. The beaches and
mudflats offer vital roosts and food to the thousands of
shorebirds that arrive each wet season as they complete
their heroic migratory flights and land on our shores.
Darwin is indeed a “City of Birds” and some 220 bird species
can be found in the Lee Point and Buffalo Creek area.
(including the iconic Gouldian Finch spotted there over the
past week). Without protection, many of these species will
find it hard to survive and may even become extinct due to
habitat loss.

Parks, Reserves and green public spaces provide a vital haven
for native wildlife, and are highly valued as places to spend
enjoying time with family and friends. Ambitious plans will
need to be matched with ambitious funding if they are to
deliver what the Top End natural environment needs.
There is an opportunity to be involved individually and
support, defend , criticise and submit to the Master Plan,
and take advantage of the current enthusiasm for political
debate of environmental issues.
I have been a member of Wildcare Inc for 15 years and daily
see the suffering and pressures on our native animals and
birds from human activity.
Graham Kirby can be contacted on:
Ph: 89854707 Mob: 0427 398 861
kirbygraham@hotmail.com

Club History: Newsletter and Logo
by Tissa Ratnayeke

During last month’s presentation to the Club, Jared Archibald mentioned the Club’s logo showcasing three Banded FruitDoves was designed by his father Ian. This prompted me to rummage through a box of the Club’s historical documents in
search of more information. Here’s what I discovered.
1. The Club’s first newsletter was published in August 1977
and the second paragraph mentions the first General
Meeting is to be held on 14 September 1977. This meeting
subsequently took place and the Club was incorporated on
that date. There was no logo on any of the early editions.

3. In August 1982 the newsletter mentions a new
CLUB EMBLEM designed by Ian Archibald. It is also
interesting to note, these bird at the time were know
as Black-banded Pigeons which are now named Banded
Fruit-Doves.

2. A semicircular design with what appears to be a Perentie
appears in the July 1979 edition but I haven’t been able
to find any information relating to it.

4. The logo first appeared on a newsletter in November
1982 and has been there since.

1

4

2

3
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Gouldian Finches in Darwin
photos and content by Andrew Bell
Who would have thought? A flock of Gouldian Finches has become a regular feature in Casuarina Coastal Reserve
– my “local patch” has become rather busy! A timely reminder of the value of this biodiverse wonderful reserve.
Photos from the 1st of May near the free beach carpark, the flock on this day in company with a single Budgerigar.
Great to see so many people, young and old, enjoying our bird life; for many their first glimpse of a wild
“Gouldian” - please “bird ethically”, enjoying our birds with minimal disturbance.
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Leichhardt's Grasshopper, a 'Street Art' wall painting by Jesse Bell (based on a photograph by Paul Arnold) on the exterior of the Darwin
Entertainment Centre, Mitchell Street, Darwin. November 2019, being admired by Lyn Lowe. Reproduced with the artist's permission.

Seeking photographs of
northern Australian Grasshoppers
for use in a free mobile field guide app.
Scientist David Rentz and grasshopper researcher Lyn Lowe are looking
for high quality ORTHOPTERAN images (grasshoppers, crickets,
tettigoniids/katydids etc) which are found in northern Australia,
specifically the Top End, for use in a free mobile app.

12.00

Top End Gra

sshoppers

David has taken many photos of individual species in the laboratory;
but we would like to have images of the same species in our natural
environment for the app as well.
You may submit as many images as you wish but we ask that you give
permission to publish in the GRASSHOPPER ID APP. Acknowledgement
of the photographer will be applied to each image used. The app will
be cost free to individuals and able to be downloaded on both Android
and IOS devices. Our choice will be final on which images will be
included in the APP.

Please email Lyn Lowe directly on lowe.lynette@gmail.com
or scan the QR code if you require more information or to
Nature Territory - May 2022
submit photographs to be received by no later than
31 July 2022.
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group
Heidi Smith-vaughan - 7 May
May I request an ID on this one? Not quite the NT - at the start
of the Lake Argyle Swim this morning.
Heath Butler - I’m reasonably confident that this is a Sombre
whipsnake, Demansia quaesitor.
Chris Jolly - Possibly the first record of a Demansia quaesitor
eating a frog (Litoria coplandi)!
Jonathan Lucas - I have footage of one hunting frogs at El
Questro a few years back somewhere
Chris Jolly - Cool! I have watched D. rimicola hunting frogs on
the Barkly, but have only seen footage/photos of D. quaesitor
hunting skinks.
Heidi Smith-vaughan - Ideally would have hung around to see
its gape. That’s an ambitious meal!
Jacci Ingham - 5 May
Termite mound Savannah west of Katherine in the early
dry season.
An interesting note is this country is within an ecoregion
that has been classified as the “Kimberley Tropical Savanna”,
which covers a large portion of tropical savannas from about
east of Katherine, extending westwards all the way to the
Pindan country of Broome and 80 Mile Beach in WA.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kimberley_tropical_
savanna

Tony Schultz - 6 May
Found this fella on the Buntine Hwy today. Any snake experts for an ID. My guess
is either a young Northern Brown or a juvenile King Brown? Run over by a Toyota
landcruiser, not mine
Luke Allen - Before it was deceased that was a big healthy Eastern Brown Snake
(Pseudonaja textilis).
Greg Wallis - Interesting record, they are few and far between in that part of their
range. What end of the Buntine was it?
Tony Schultz - 50 kms north of pigeon hole

Stephen Walsh - 5 May
Guessing this is a Bandy-Bandy.
Disturbed in my garden in Humpty
Doo. Cool to see.
Luke Allen - Definitely a Bandy-bandy.
Awesome
Sancho Mabuza - Cool find,
(Vermicella intermedia)
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page
Chelle van Zanden - 7 May
Can anyone ID this little fella for me please? It’s teeny tiny, so probably a baby
but all my little froglets have been green tree frogs and they look nothing like
this one! Location: Nhulunbuy
Tissa Ratnayeke - An adult Northern Dwarf Tree Frog (Litoria bicolor), they are a
small species, fully grown at around 25-30mm. They are variable in colour, this
one is unusual.

Janet Hogg - 6 May
Recently we saw two dolphins playing at the mouth of Finnis River
(Dundee Beach) then they started cruising upstream for some distance
when the tide was going out. Is this normal to see them going up the
river?
Tissa Ratnayeke - If I remember correctly Snubfins travel up rivers. Carol
Palma should be able to provide more information.
Carol Palma - Hi Tissa yes, we have recorded both snubfin and
humpback dolphins....long way up our great tidal rivers!
Paul Smith - 2 May
Unfortunately found dead on
the windrow. What species
please? Central Australia.
Jarrod Lea - Spinifex Hopping
mouse, Notomys alexi.

Malcolm Woodyatt - 30 April
Humpty Doo, Praying Mantis. Can anyone tell me
more?
Tissa Ratnayeke - Hierodula werneri, one of our
larger species of mantids.

Samantha Duffy - 30 April
Anybody know what the Masked Lapwing is eating? Fogg Dam. Middle Point, NT.
Tissa Ratnayeke - It has caught a predatory aquatic beetle larva.
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President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee Members:

Andrew Bell
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Website and Facebook:

Andrew Bell
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was formatted and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the June newsletter: Friday 27 May2022
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7:00 PM,

on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

Club Field Trips are usually held on the weekend following the meetings.
Need a Club membership form?
Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are: Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;
Concessions - $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday
of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and
McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm). Visit http://www.
topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.

Club website:

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au

Club Facebook Page:

www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub

