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Mick Jerram spends a lot of time in the bush, regularly finding the rarer critters that the Top End turns up from 
time to time.  However even Mick was surprised recently at Barkly Homestead (at the very south-eastern corner 

of the Top End) when 
he walked out the back 
of the campground to 
see what was about.  

In a puddle, in all their 
glory, was a pair of 
Australian Painted 

Snipe (pictured at left, 
with the male at front).   

These birds have a core 
distribution in SE 
Australia, but are 

known to range widely 
and their appearance 
in the Top End is not 

unprecedented.  
Nonetheless this is a 
great find by Mick.   

And, true to their 
wandering nature, the 
pair were gone by the 

next morning. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

NATURE TERRITORY 
February 2015 

Newsletter of the Northern Territory Field Naturalists Club Inc. 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

In This Issue 

Club activities .. p2-3 

NTFN offers a CDU Scholarship .. p4 

Banteng cattle in the Top End .. p5 

Vagrant birds in Australia .. p6 

SW Western Australia through the lens .. p7 

Interesting birds .. p8 

FOR THE DIARY 
 February meeting: Wednesday February 11, 7.45 PM 

Native and not - a 2014 quiz for NT naturalists; Quizmaster: Fiona Douglas 
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Club activities 
February meeting.  Wednesday February 11, 7:45 PM.  Blue 1.54 (Business Bldg.), CDU Casuarina. 
 

Native and not - a 2014 quiz for NT naturalists 

Quizmaster: Fiona Douglas 

 

How much do you really see when you walk around?   

Can you tell ‘good’ from ‘bad’ in the bush – and does it 
matter?   

Do you have to go to the wild places to be a naturalist?   

Some of the answers to these questions will be revealed during the 
quiz.  Don’t panic if you’re new to our environment, 
questions will cover a wide range of experiences and 
interests.   

The collage may give some hints.   

 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
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February outing: Howard Springs Frogs with Graeme Sawyer 

We will meet at Howard Springs Nature Park on Friday the 13th.  

Yes, that’s right, the field trip is on FRIDAY.  And yes, it is the THIRTEENTH, so prepare for a supernatural evening! 

We'll meet at the park at 6:15pm for Chips & Beer (modest quantity supplied by club) and begin the Frog Hunt at 
7:15.  Members and guests are requested to bring insect repellent, headlamps and flashlights and footgear and 
clothing appropriate for slogging through 
the wetlands.  

There are about 20 species of frog we may 
see in a trip to this area including the 
Howard River toadlet, a unique local frog 
discovered in 1991 and restricted in range 
as far as current data can tell us. 

Graeme has suggested that we go to 
www.frogwatch.org.au and listen to the 
calls and tune in before the field trip.  

Howard Springs Nature Park is 35km south of Darwin.  
Turn east off the Stuart Highway onto Howard Springs 
Road and then follow this road for approx. 5km to the 
park entrance. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Future Field Nats program  

March 2015 meeting, 11 March: Greg Brown of Sydney University, Cane Toads 

March 2015 excursion: Overnight camping trip to Territory Wildlife Park, led by Graham Brown.  Details 
including dates TBC. (Ed: I love these overnight trips.  A chance to immerse in wildlife with experts.) 

April meeting, 8 April: Michael Braby, butterflies & day-
flying moths 

April excursion: East point butterfly walk with Michael 
Braby 

May meeting, 13 May: Grahame Webb, Crocodiles 

May excursion: 10 May, Crocodylus Park with Grahame 
Webb and Charlie Manolis 

June meeting, 10 June: Member travels, including Fiona 
Douglas in Namibia 

June excursion: Overnight camping trip at Litchfield 
(TBC)  

Images: top Roth’s tree frogs Litoria rothii amplexing; left Giant frog 
Cyclorana australis; below the Howard River Toadlet Uperoleia 
daviesae.  All images via frogwatch.org.au 

http://www.frogwatch.org.au/


 

 

Nature Territory, February 2015  Page 4 

 
CDU SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The NT Field Naturalists Club committee has recently committed to providing a scholarship to a post-graduate 
student at CDU studying in ecology or natural history each year.  The details of the scholarship are below, and at 
http://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/scholarships/docs/northern_territory_field_naturalists_club.pdf .   
 
This is a fantastic opportunity for a student to link with the club, and a real strengthening of the relationship 
between the club and CDU and the academic world.  If you know of someone that this would suit, pass these 
details on.   
 
It will be great to hear from our scholarship students over time. 
 

  

http://www.cdu.edu.au/sites/default/files/scholarships/docs/northern_territory_field_naturalists_club.pdf
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Feral Focus: Bali Banteng on Cobourg Peninsula 

John Rawsthorne 

Banteng Bos javanicus is a species of cow that is native to south-east Asia, smaller than beef cattle with distinct 
white patches on their rump and lower legs. In 1849, 20 Banteng were brought to the Cobourg Peninsula from 
Bali as a source of meat for settlers. The European settlement there was abandoned shortly after the animals 
were imported, and the cattle were left to run wild.  

Much of the Cobourg Peninsula is now Garig Gunak Barlu National Park, jointly managed by its traditional owners 
and the NT Parks and Wildlife Service. The Banteng survived as a feral population, unknown to scientists, until 
they were re-discovered in that isolated area in 1948. They are still located on the Coburg Peninsula today, 
numbering between 5-10,000 individuals, and are classified by NT Government as a minor pest. They are a valued 
trophy animal for sport hunters and a source of meat and income for the traditional owners. 

Banteng are abundant in the Park, 
and have a significant impact on 
the vegetation structure as a 
result of grazing pressure, while 
they have negatively affected the 
sand dune ecosystems and 
wetlands within as a result of their 
trampling.  Their damaging 
impacts are far less significant 
than that due to either pigs or 
buffaloes, and they do not appear 
to be highly dispersive.  The fences 
at the base of the Peninsula installed to manage movement of other feral species like the water buffalo have 
probably limited their dispersal.  

In their native range, banteng have been listed on the IUCN list as vulnerable to extinction. The populations on 
the Asian mainland have decreased dramatically in recent decades. The total number of wild bantengs is 
estimated to about 5-8,000 animals. No population has more than 500 animals, only a few have more than 50. 
Reasons for the population decline are reduction of habitat, hunting, hybridisation with domestic cattle and 
infections with cattle diseases. The most important stronghold for the species is Java with the biggest populations 
in Ujung Kulon National Park and Baluran National Park, but even in these areas poaching remains an issue. 

Conservation: of what?  Banteng or Cobourg Peninsula? 

The Northern Territory population is currently the largest population of Banteng in the world.  The impacts are 
not great (relative to other feral animals) and the species is not strongly invasive.  This poses an interesting 
conservation question: Should the Banteng in NT be allowed to remain as a conservation safeguard for this 
species?  In other words, should Cobourg Peninsula be allowed to be used as an international free range zoo?   

Since Australian Banteng are non-native, complete removal of the population may allow habitat to revert to its 
pre-1849 state and native species to return. However, this is not universally supported, both because of the socio-
economic niche the banteng has occupied, and because of its role in helping to recover endangered wild 
populations in Asia. The presence of other ferals such as pigs also makes a return to a pre-1849 state unlikely in 
any case.  Alternatively, a deliberate introduction of endangered genetic diversity from elsewhere in Asia to this 
population would enable viable conservation of genetic strains while also relieving a genetic bottleneck here.   

Creation of an alternate “conservation” range for a threatened species is not too far-fetched, given similar 
thoughts of shifting range for climate-threatened species such as our wet-tropic birds.  But are we ready for trans-
national scale conservation efforts for a cow? 

To see more about Banteng cattle and Garig Gunak Barlu NP, check out the following web pages: 
http://www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au/wildlife/exotic/banteng#.VMwExGiUdoA  
http://www.wildcattleconservation.org/SpeciesFactSheets/BosJavanicus.htm 
http://www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au/parks/find/gariggunak#.VMwJPGiUdoA 
See http://youtu.be/B5ASwre4UOI for an interesting ABC Catalyst episode with Corey Bradshaw talking about Banteng cattle   

Banteng on Cobourg Peninsula, screenshot from ABC Catalyst item 

http://www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au/wildlife/exotic/banteng#.VMwExGiUdoA
http://www.wildcattleconservation.org/SpeciesFactSheets/BosJavanicus.htm
http://www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au/parks/find/gariggunak#.VMwJPGiUdoA
http://youtu.be/B5ASwre4UOI
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Twitchers buzzing, wagging their tails 

John Rawsthorne 

Nothing gets a twitcher’s blood racing like an international vagrant bird in the middle of a large city.  In recent 
times there have been two such instances that have caught the interest of Field Nat members. 

In the first instance, Field Nats member Angie Marles had spotted an unusual wagtail-type bird a couple of times 
in a storm water drain near the Casuarina campus of CDU.  Her initial enquiry on the NT Birds email line set forth 
a flurry of activity 
which saw most 
local birders (and a 
few from further 
afield) spot a single 
Grey Wagtail 
Motacilla cinerea, a 
bird that is more at 
home on the other 
side of Wallace’s 
line.  This bird was 
seen on and off 
from 2-23 
December, but has 
not been seen 
since.  Grey 
Wagtails are not 
unprecedented in 
the Top End, 
although this is the 
first Darwin suburban record.   

In a second instance, in early January there 
was a single sighting of an Oriental Honey 
Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus at Lake 
Joondalup in the northern suburbs of Perth.  
This bird is found through eastern Asia, but 
only a handful of fleeting vagrant records 
previously existed for mainland Australia.  
No further sightings were made, to the 
disappointment of the assembled throng of 
twitchers (including several NT Field Nat 
members who happened to be in Perth for 
various reasons at the time).  Lo and behold, 
the original finder found the bird again a 
couple of weeks later in the same area.  
Amazingly, when this bird reappeared it 
brought a friend along.  So there are in fact 
two super-rare vagrant honey buzzards in 
Perth now, putting on a great show! 

 

 
Above: a Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea hanging 
out in a storm water drain, image by John 
Rawsthorne; Left: a beautifully marked Oriental 
Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus at Lake 
Joondalup, January 2015, image by Peter 
Valentine  
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SW Western Australia through the lens 

Photo essay  by Tissa Ratnayeke 
    
SW Western Australia is home to a wide 
variety of bright-flowering shrubs, as well as 
a great variety of birds, mammals and some 
of the most beautiful wild beaches in 
Australia.  Here Tissa shares some of these 
features, from December 2014. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Clockwise from top left: Banksia sp.; Carnaby’s Black 
Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus latirostris; Tissa at Cape 
Leeuwin Lighthouse; Beaufortia sp (prob. anisandra); 
Common Bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera; Albany’s Salmon 
Beach.  All images by Tissa Ratnayeke 
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Interesting bird sightings 

26 Nov 2014 to 29 Jan 2015 Compiled by Micha Jackson and Peter Kyne 

Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds 
forum (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern 
Territory (http://www.eremaea.com/ ) and from correspondences with birdwatchers.  Bird names follow the IOC 
world checklist. 

Species Date Location Observer/s Numbers/comments 
Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds   

Australian Painted Snipe 12/1/15 Barkly Homestead Mick Jerram Pair 
Black-naped Tern 30/11/14 Near Ammarity Island, N of Numbulwar Marc Gardner 15 
Bridled Tern 30/11/14 Near Ammarity Island, N of Numbulwar Marc Gardner 50+ 
Bridled Tern 11/1/15 Fort Hill Wharf, Darwin Tom McCrie 1 
Broad-billed Sandpiper 21/12/14 Sandy Creek, Darwin Amanda Lilleyman 1 
Common Noddy 10/1/15 Old Administrator’s Office, Darwin city Wade & Chantelle Rogers 1 
Common Noddy 10/1/15 Lee Point, Darwin Wade & Chantelle Rogers 1 
Frigatebirds (presumably 

Lesser) 9/1/15 
Charles Darwin University & Nightcliff, 

Darwin 
Damien McMaster, Fiona 

Douglas, Peter Kyne 100+ 
Great-billed Heron 30/11/14 Rose River, Numbulwar Marc Gardner 1 
Little Ringed Plover 10/1/15 Leanyer Sewage Ponds, Darwin Marc Gardner et al. 6 
Oriental Pratincole 13/12/14 Snipe Swamp, Knuckey's Lagoon Aiden Webb 3; 1 on 14/12 
Pale-vented Bush-hen 3/1/15 Katherine East Marc Gardner 1 heard 
Snipe sp. (poss. Swinhoe's) 30/11/14 Ngukurr Sewage Ponds Marc Gardner 1 
Snipe sp. (prob. Swinhoe's) 13/12/14 Snipe Swamp, Knuckey's Lagoon Aiden Webb 1 
Snipe sp. (prob. Swinhoe's) 23/12/14 Berrimah Farm, Darwin Peter Dostine 1 
Snipe sp. (prob. Swinhoe's) 9/1/15 Walker Court, McMinn's Lagoon Geoff Corry  
White-browed Crake 12/12/14 Snipe Swamp, Knuckey's Lagoon Luke Paterson 4 

Birds Of Prey & Owls     

Black-breasted Buzzard 30/11/14 Near Mt McMinn Station, Roper Hwy Marc Gardner 2 
Rufous Owl 11/12/14 Tiwi, Darwin Louise Finch 1 

Other Non-Passerines     

Black-eared Cuckoo 28/12/14 Victoria Hwy, ~40 km west of Katherine Marc Gardner 1 
Emu 2/1/15 Stuart Hwy, south of Katherine Marc Gardner 2 
Hooded Parrot 20/12/14 Pine Creek Marc Gardner 6 
Hooded Parrot 28/12/14 Victoria Hwy, west of Katherine Marc Gardner 11 
Pacific Swift 18/12/14 Stuart Hwy, south of Katherine Marc Gardner ~50 
Pacific Swift 21/12/14 Katherine East Marc Gardner 30 
Red-backed Buttonquail 28/12/14 Victoria Hwy, west of Katherine Marc Gardner 4 (heard) 

Passerines     

Black-chinned Honeyeater 28/12/14 Gorrie Rd, nr Katherine Marc Gardner 2 
Cicadabird 1/12/14 Katherine East Marc Gardner 1 
Common Starling 22/11/14 Wulagi, Darwin Per Geoff Corry 1 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail 12/12/14 Snipe Swamp, Knuckey's Lagoon Luke Paterson 8; 12 on 14/12 
Grey Wagtail 2/12/14 CDU stormwater channel Angela Marles 1; last seen 23/12 
Yellow-rumped Mannikin 8/12/14 Progress Drive, Nightcliff, Darwin Fiona Douglas 1; with Ch-breasted Mannikins 

 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 

  

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds
http://www.eremaea.com/


 

 

Nature Territory, February 2015  Page 9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club notices 
Thank you: The previous issue was prepared by John Rawsthorne and collated and mailed by Laurie & Ilona 
Barrand.  It was printed using equipment kindly made available by Palmerston Telstra Shop. 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to John 

Rawsthorne at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 0412 899 051.   

Deadline for the March newsletter:  Monday 23 February. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form?  Go to:  http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Leanyer Ponds:  Access to Leanyer Ponds is available only after induction through PAWC.  To commence the 
induction process go to www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices      

Note that the Leanyer Ponds are currently temporarily closed to birdwatchers. 

Bryan Baker has keys for the Alice Springs Sewage Ponds, available for collection in Darwin by members before 
they head south. Bryan can be reached in Darwin on 8948 2196. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:  The Editorial Committee of the Club’s journal, the Northern Territory 
Naturalist, is expected to release edition no. 26 in about April.   

The editorial committee will catch their breath, before calling for submissions later in the year for a future 
edition. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php  or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

President: Richard Willan 08 8999 8238 (w) 

Secretary: John Zammit 

Treasurer: Laurie Barrand  0407 863 574 

Committee Members:  Graham Brown  8945 4745 (h/w) 

 Mark Grubert 0407 367 585  

 Peter Ebsworth 0448 278 001 

 Natalie Davis 

 Owen Gale 

 Ilona Barrand 

 Julia Collingwood 

Newsletter Editor: John Rawsthorne 0412 899 051 

NT Field Naturalists Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

NT Field Naturalists Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

THE CLUB IS CHANGING MEETING VENUES WITHIN CDU TO THE RED BUILDING 
FROM MARCH 2015 ONWARDS, DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25; 
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

mailto:news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads
http://www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices
http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php

