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Return of the Waders (Photo by Amanda Lilleyman) was taken in March 2015 at Sandy Creek. The birds are mainly Great Knots and Red
Knots that left Darwin in late March. This month sees the return of the migratory shorebirds to Darwin and your observations of these
birds with their ‘bling’ are needed – see page 8 for more details. The City of Darwin is also hosting a event celebrating these migratory
shorebirds. ‘Welcome to the Waders’ at the Nightcliff Foreshore on 23 October and the details are also on page 8.

FOR THE DIARY
October meeting: Wednesday 14 October, Hope for threatened Tropical Forest
Predators: Lessons from the Philippine Eagle Conservation Program
Speaker: Jayson C Ibanez & Dennis I. Salvador

• See pages 2&3 for more details •
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club Activities
Oct ober Meet ing - Hope f or Threat ened Tropical Forest Predat ors: Lessons
f rom t he Phil ippine Eagl e Conservat ion Program
presented by Jayson C. Ibanez & Dennis I. Sal vador
Wednesday 14 October 7.45PM, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina
The Philippine?s national bird, the Philippine Eagle
Pithecophaga jefferyi, is an IUCN critically endangered species.
It is found only in the Philippine archipelago. Because of the
massive decimation of its primary forest habitat and continuing
human persecution, the species remains on the verge of
extinction.
Is the Philippine?s top forest predator doomed to extinction?
We review four decades of conservation efforts, focusing on
the results in conservation breeding, wild population
monitoring, habitat protection, community-based conservation,
public education, test releases, policy formulation and law
enforcement. Remarkably, not all hope is lost. Although the
status of the Philippine Eagle remains precarious, we conclude
that the breadth of success indicators in the four major islands
where it is historically found are promising and that the efforts
to save the Philippine Eagle from extinction as a flagship for
forest biodiversity conservation in the Philippines is not a lost
cause.

Photo: Klaus Nigge

Oct ober Fiel d Out ing - Nat ure Territ ory Phot ographic exhibit ion
Thursday October 8 to 29 October, 2015. NT Library, Parliament House
This month the NT Field Nats are hosting the first Nature
Territory Photographic exhibition which will be held at
the NT Library at Parliament House.
The objective of the competition and exhibition is to
showcase the Northern Territory and the wonderful
landscapes, flora and fauna that surround us.

Kakadu Sunset (photo: Ilona Barrand)

Please feel free to visit and view all the wonderful photo
entries at your leisure from 8 to 29 October 2015 .

Fut ure Fiel d Nat s Program
November Meet ing: 11 Nov. Chris Glasby - Festivals associated with spawning of the Palolo Worm
November Excursion: 22 November. Xmas Party at Charles Darwin National Park.
December Meet ing: 9 December. Mark Grubert - Scenic trip to Nepal
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Club News
Af f il iat ion wit h BirdLif e Aust ral ia
Last month, Field Nats signed an agreement with the national organisation BirdLife
Australia so that Field Nats could become an Affiliated Organisation. Basically, this
Agreement facilitates co-operation and exchange of information about birds ?with
realistic expectations and outcomes where they are mutually beneficial.? This Agreement,
which carries no financial ties, has three most obvious outcomes:
·

Regular two-way communication between BirdLife Australia and Field Nats;

·

Sharing data, information and expertise for research and conservation purposes;

·

Participating in each other?s field trips.

BirdLife Australia is already a member of Field Nats and receives our scientific journal Northern Territory
Naturalist. On that topic, Field Nats members now have reasonable access to the library resources held by
BirdLife Australia.
Moreover, Field Nats members who are interested can now become non-financial supporters of BirdLife
Australia, which includes a free e-newsletter and sharing national information on birds.
As a means of achieving regular communication with BirdLife Australia, the Field Nats Committee asked Club
member Amanda Lilleyman to accept the new role of BirdLife Liaison Officer and I am pleased to report that
Amanda has accepted.

Farewel l t o Int erest ing Bird Sight ings
This month sees the last of one of the most cherished components of our newsletter ? the summary of
Interesting Bird Sightings by members Pete Kyne and Micha Jackson. After diligently preparing this summary
every month for three and a half years, Pete and Micha have decided it is time to hang up their boots on this
compilation. They feel that today?s birders can get their alerts rapidly through eBird, the NT Birds forum or
Birdline.
The club would like to thank both Pete and Micha for providing the summary every month which has been
much appreciated by NT Field Nats Members. We wish them well in their future endevours.
Club member Amanda Lilleyman, who holds the new position of Liaison Officer with BirdLife Australia, is
considering options for forthcoming newsletter to keep our birders happy.

Kakadu Bird Week 14 - 21 Oct ober 2015
Kakadu is home to more than a third of Australia?s bird species. Join traditional owners and Parks
Australia to celebrate and survey Kakadu?s birdlife during Kakadu Bird Week, 14-21 October 2015.
You can choose your level of participation and engagement, ranging from free tours and events with bird
experts to participation in threatened species surveys. To participate in threatened species surveys,
email kakadunationalpark@environment.gov.au with subject line ?Bird Week?. Places are limited, so
register ASAP.
NT Field Nats members were involved in the inaugural event, and the timing has been changed in 2015 to
include a weekend, specifically to allow more participation by Top End locals. So if you have an interest
in Top End birds and a willingness to learn a bit more about the birds, their habitats and threats, and to
help in their conservation, grab your binoculars and head on out to Kakadu. Contact John Rawsthorne on
0412 899 051 or kim_john@bigpond.net.au for more detail.
See more at: http:/ / www.parksaustralia.gov.au/ kakadu/ do/ bird-week.html
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President 's Report 2014-15
Welcome Club members and friends to our AGM.

Ext ernal Act ivit ies support ed during 2014?15

The 2014?15 Financial Year (the Year) has seen the Club raise its profile both
in the Northern Territory and also nationally in a number of ways that reflect
highly on the activities and initiatives that have been undertaken.

Both Committee members and non-Committee members participated
enthusiastically on Field Nats stalls in several wildlife-related public
events during the Year: World Threatened Species Day in September;
Kakadu Bird Week in September; Garden Spectacular In May (when it
rained on both days!); Fannie Bay Breezeway Landcare Event in
November.

I will subdivide my Report into three parts: Internal Club Activities supported
during the Year; New Initiatives undertaken by the Club during the Year; and
External Activities supported during the Year.
Int ernal Cl ub Act ivit ies support ed during 2014?15
The Club held 11 monthly meetings with consistently high attendances. Guest
speakers told us about the secret lives of pentastome parasites, marsupial
gliders, marine pests, flower wasps, seasonal snakes, crocodiles, and exotic
butterflies. Particular thanks must be given to Fiona Douglas for delivering two
of these presentations ? her quiz in February and her talk on birding in Namibia
in June. The first seven meetings were held in the lecture theatre at CDU?s
Business Faculty and the latter five were held where we are now ? in CDU?s
Function Room.
The Club organised 12 field excursions with very high attendances. Of these
excursions, three were overnight camps ? to Litchfield National Park (twice) and
to the Territory Wildlife Park. Three were day trips outside Darwin ? to Fogg
Dam, Howard Springs Nature Reserve, and Marrakai. And six were around
Darwin itself ? George Brown Botanical Gardens, Catalina Island, Casuarina
Coastal Reserve, Charles Darwin National Park (for our Christmas Party),
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, and Crocodylus Park. Surely
the most memorable trip was that intending to search for butterflies but
discovering an unexploded bomb! Having said that, I am pleased to report no
health or safely incidents occurred on any field trip during the year.

Acknowl edgement s
The time, effort and dedication of many people have made this Financial
Year the most successful in the Club?s history. I would like to thank all
those people who have taken on activities for the Club with such
enthusiasm:
Immediat e Past President ? Tissa Ratnayeke.
Commit t ee ? John Zammit (Secretary), Laurie Barrand (Treasurer), Ilona
Barrand, Julia Collingwood, Graham Brown, Peter Ebsworth, Mark Grubert,
Owen Gale, Natalie Davis, Amanda Lilleyman.
Newsl et t er Edit ors ? John Rawsthorne, Natalie Davis, Emma Noonan, & all
contributors.
Edit orial Commit t ee f or Northern Territory Naturalist ? myself as Chief
Editor, plus Assistant Editors Sean Bellairs, Anke Frank, Peter Kyne, plus
Production Editor Louis Elliott, & all contributors.
Present ers at mont hl y meet ings ? Andrew Tomkins, Will Riddell, Dianne
Barton, Sue Carthew, myself, Graham Brown, Fiona Douglas (twice), Greg
Brown, Michael Braby, Grahame Webb.

A total of 11 numbers of our newsletter Nature Territory were published, every
one attractively presented and full of informative reports plus summaries of
presentations and field trips. The photos on the front page have been
consistently striking; each would easily be a winner in our Photo Competition
this coming October. Occasionally comical, such as the photo of the ?frog bog?
in March, these photos have added humour and demonstrated how easy it is for
Club members to have fun whilst learning about the bush. I should mention
that Peter Kyne has advised us that his long running feature (with Micha
Jackson) summarising interesting bird sightings in the Top End will cease next
month because of pressure from other activities. That?s sad!

Organisers/ l eaders of f iel d t rips ? Sean Webster, Sharon Wilson, Tissa
Ratnayeke, Gavin Dally, myself, Graeme Sawyer, Graham Brown, Grahame
Webb, Michael Braby, Deb Bisa, Keith Saunders.

Northern Territory Naturalist number 26 was published on 9 June. It contains 10
scientific papers ranging through: Aboriginal use of shellfish, bird breeding,
parasites of geckoes, to insects affecting plants of horticultural importance.
Consistent with the wish expressed in my Editorial in number 25 (2014),
several papers by our own members present significant new distributional
records for the Territory, of: sharksuckers, caddis slugs, and butterflies. The
most abundant animal in Darwin Harbour, the tiny acoel Wulguru cuspidata, is
documented for the first time in the scientific literature. As of this issue,
Northern Territory Naturalist is now listed on the global EBSCO database.

Audit or ? Linda Murphy.

Meet ing Rooms at Charl es Darwin Universit y ? Andrew Campbell
(Director, Research Institute for the Environment and Livelihoods), Penny
Wurm (Associate Head of School, Learning and Teaching), Adam Cullen
(Manager, Property Services), Shiree Phillips (Venue Hire Officer).
Room f or Commit t ee Meet ings ? Natasha Fyles MLA (Member for
Nightcliff for use of her Electorate Office Community Meeting Room).

All these wonderful people, and of course, you our members, are all
invited to our Christmas Party at Charles Darwin National Park on Sunday
22 November. Stay tuned?
Richard C. Willan
President, Northern Territory Field Naturalists?Club

The Club continues to keep members informed and receive feedback through
its website and Facebook pages. The website is presently being expanded by
Peter Walker of Imagineer Ltd, and we look forward hosting much more
interactivity, information and images.
New Init iat ives undert aken by t he Cl ub during 2014?15
The inaugural Celebrity Speaker event took place here at Mal Nairn Auditorium,
Charles Darwin University, on 18 July. Well-known environmentalist, media
naturalist, author and TV personality John Dengate gave an entertaining lecture
titled ?On a Wing and a Prayer: How Birds Fly?to an enthralled audience of
almost 200 people.
The inaugural Charles Darwin University Scholarship was awarded to Stefanie
Oberprieler. As a condition of this award, Stefanie will present a lecture to a
monthly meeting next year and submit a paper for publication in the next issue
of Northern Territory Naturalist.
The inaugural President?s Prize for the best article in the Northern Territory
Naturalist was awarded to Will Riddell for his article entitled ?Aspects of
breeding ecology of the Brown Goshawk (Accipiter fasciatus) in an urban
environment in northern Australia?. The breeding density that Will recorded in
urban Darwin was higher than that recorded in other similar quantitative
surveys anywhere else in Australia.
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Richard in his element - teaching fellow NT Field Nats members.
(photo: Julie Wilson)
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September Club Meeting -

Cherabin (Macrobrachium spinipes) in t he Dal y River
Present at ion by Pet er Novak

Report by Mark Grubert
between different parts of the river. Through regular
sampling at various points along the Daly River (up to
400 km upstream from the river mouth), Peter found
that Cherabin were present at all sites all year round,
although abundance varied significantly between
sites. Gravid (egg bearing) females however, were
only encountered during the wet season. The fact
that gravid females were found at all sites was
unexpected as females of most other Macrobrachium
species migrate downstream to release their eggs in
saltwater.

Cherabin (Macrobrachium spinipes) photo: Janet Dielenberg

?The l if e hist ory and ecol ogy of Cherabin in
nort hern Aust ral ia: expl oring hydrol ogical
connect ivit y t hrough a model species?.
Charles Darwin University PhD candidate Peter
Novak has spent the past four years studying the
biology and ecology of the Giant Freshwater Prawn
(Macrobrachium spinipes), commonly known as
cherabin. This species is considered a giant amongst
its peers because males have elongated ?forearms?
(which can exceed their body length) and can
measure up to 40 cm total length. The maximum size
of females is around half that of males.
Cherabin are widespread in Australia?s northern
rivers and form an important part of these
ecosystems, grazing on algae and small invertebrates
and providing a food source for predatory fishes and
reptiles. They are also a popular food amongst
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians and an
effective bait for catching Barramundi and other
fishes.
Peter?s study focussed on Cherabin populations in
the Daly River, a system close to Darwin known for its
excellent fishing and potential for agricultural
development. While there have been many anecdotal
reports of Cherabin moving up and down the Daly
River, and a general acceptance that they are
migratory, their movements within the river had
never been formally described. Similarly, very little
was known of the reproductive biology and habitat
use of Cherabin in the Daly River, or its role in
transporting nutrients (such as carbon and nitrogen)
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Sampling across the river (i.e. perpendicular to the
river bank) during the wet season revealed that
Cherabin larvae were 10 times more common in the
middle of the river than around the banks, suggesting
they utilise faster flowing waters to move
downstream (to more saline water) as quickly as
possible. Given this observation, Peter wanted to
know how long the larvae could survive in freshwater
and what salinity they preferred. He conducted a
series of trials in the laboratory using newly hatched
larvae exposed to freshwater for different periods of
time (i.e. 1-11 days) then transferred to one of three
different salinities (2, 6 and 12 parts per thousand
[ppt]). Larval survivorship began to decline after 5
days exposure to freshwater and dropped sharply
beyond 7 days exposure. Survival was highest when
larvae were transferred to a salinity of 12 ppt.

Peter in his laboratory (photo: Michael Lawrence-Taylor)

Peter then targeted the upstream migration of
juvenile cherabin at the end of the wet season (March
to May) to describe the timing and magnitude of this
event (which occurs at night), as well as any factors
Page 5

that may trigger it. Nets were set above the Daly
River crossing for 30 minutes at 8:30 pm, 11:30 pm
and 5:00 am each night for 3 weeks in 2013 and 6
weeks in 2014. Catches were variable even the same

of the dry season. Unbaited traps were set on sand,
rocks, along the bank and mid channel at the
beginning, middle and end of the dry season; the
number and size of Cherabin were then compared
across these sites and sampling periods. Small
juvenile cherabin were most numerous along the
river bank, while larger adults dominated the three
other habitats. There was also a notable increase in
the number of Cherabin found on sand as the dry
season progressed. This appears to be due to aquatic
plants colonising sandy areas during the dry and
providing food and habitat for Cherabin. These
plants are then swept away during the wet season
and the process starts again. The NT Field
Naturalists?Club thanks Peter for his informative talk
and wishes him well in his research career.
Keep an eye out for our field trip calendar early next
year, as the club hopes to organise a trip to the Daly
River to observe the migration of juvenile Cherabin
at the start of the 2016 dry season.

Juvenile Cherabin (Macrobrachium spinipes)
(photo:Peter Novak)

night but most juveniles moved upstream at around
midnight when river discharge (i.e. flow) was low.
Based on the catch rates he observed, Peter
estimated that 14.2 to 18.6 million juvenile Cherabin
make their way up the Daly River each year. This is a
conservative estimate as juveniles were only
sampled close to the river edge. Although these
numbers are very high, the small size of juveniles
means that the total quantity of nutrients they
transport upstream (in their tissues) is not
particularly great. Peter estimated that (as a whole)
juvenile Cherabin in the Daly River transport 78-102
kg of carbon and 21-28 kg of nitrogen upstream each
year.

Peter in his other laboratory ! (photo: Marilyn Novak)

Biologists can often determine how long aquatic
species remain in saltwater by analysing chemicals
unique to the marine environment (like sulphur and
strontium). Peter attempted to determine the length
of the marine stage in juvenile cherabin but was
unable to detect sulphur or strontium signatures in
their tissues. This may have been due to a very short
marine stage or the dilution/ loss of these elements
as the Cherabin grows (through moulting).
The final part of Peter?s work examined habitat use
by different life stages of Cherabin over the course
Page 6
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Sept ember Fiel d out ing

Meandering t hrough t he Ludmil l a Bay Mangal
Lead by Amanda Lil l eyman

Not es by Kerrie Anderson

Sunday?s walk on Ludmilla Mud flats was another
wonderful outing with NT Field Nats. Amanda with
all her knowledge and all her gear for mud
specimen collection, and Richard with his
wonderful narrative on everything. It was lovely to
see the youngest members in the group, equipped
with magnifying glasses, joining in and learning all
about this amazing area. The first find was the
midden of broken shells around a hard stone,
Kingfishers use these hard surfaces to break open
the shells and the selection suggested a wide
variety of marine invertebrates .
The intrepid field outing group

(photo: Fiona Douglas)

A walk through the mangroves reminded us of the
recent outing to Catalina Island. Of Darwin?s 31 species of Mangroves, here at Ludmilla there were 4 or 5.
Once again we saw the barnacles on the south side of the trees and the periwinkle shells suspended high
above the tide mark waiting for the wet to arrive. The inhospitable
environment of mud, tidal salt water and lack of fresh water make these
plants amazing specimens of diversity.
Leaving the mangrove mangal behind and venturing out to the open water
where everyone had great fun paddling in the shallow water finding a
great variety of all things marine. Moon snails that drilled holes in
bivalves for the purpose of extracting culinary delights. Hermit crabs,
small crabs, Mermaids Money (Sand Dollars) sea urchins to name a few.
Amanda Lilleyman demonstrated her techniques of using a PVC pipe to
collect samples from below the sandy surface to ascertain shorebird food
resources. This revealed many creatures, including polychaete worms
several centimetres long and others so small without the magnifying glass
just looked like sand particles.

Two Moon Snails and a bivalve
victim on left with tell tale, tapered
drilled hole. (photo: Louis Elliott)

Not only were we being watched from above by many kites, a sea eagle and
a few seagulls, but club member Fiona Douglas was also having a birds eye view of the goings on from the
comfort of her balcony.

The morning disappeared quickly and it was soon
time to head back through the mangroves. An old
dangly Gerygone nest was seen about 1.5 meters
above the ground. Then a new, neat, cup shaped
nest was spotted up high and a pair of Arafura
Fantails was seen nearby. The bird quickly went
back to her nest after the main group went past.
Another great outing by the NT Field Nats Darwin
group. So many things were learnt and shared. It is
wonderful to be part of this fabulous group. I have
learnt so much.
Amanda sifting through the collected sample (photo: Tissa Ratnayeke)
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Sept ember Fiel d Out ing Cont inued.......

The next generation of NT Field Nats investigating the midden
(photo: Louis Elliott )

Above: A Soldier Crab trying to hide from the
enemy (Photo: Louis Elliott)
Right: Mermaids Money (Sand Dollars), a
species of flat sea urchins. The living specimen
is on the left. (photo: Louis Elliott)

Below: A crab well camoflaged in the sand
(photo: Julie Wison)

Below: Amanda demonstrating the technique to
collecting a core sample to inspect what
invertebrates live in the intertidal zone.
(photo: Tissa Ratnayeke)

Above: Amanda and Richard sharing their knowledge (photo: Julie
Wilson)
Left: Field Nats members examining the intertidal mudflats (photo:
Julie Wilson)
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Wel come t o t he Waders event

Ret urn of t he Waders
?Say hello to old friends? . The migratory
shorebirds are returning and amongst the masses
are some flagged birds better known as ?old
friends?.
These shorebirds were caught and flagged in
September 2014 by the Australasian Wader
Studies Group and a number of these birds have
returned to the very beach where they were first
caught. These birds are highly site faithful and
return year-after-year to the same non-breeding
sites in the southern hemisphere.

A returning Great Knot with yellow over blue tags attached.

(Photo: Amanda Lilleyman)
The shorebirds that were caught in Darwin wear
yellow over blue flags (see photo). What?s special
about these birds is that their flags have unique codes on them, and these can be read from long distances with
the help of binoculars, telescopes or telephoto lens cameras. Recording the code on the leg flag is important for
shorebird researchers as it helps to piece the migratory shorebird puzzle together. We can learn about the
timing of arrival, site fidelity, survival, site connectivity and much more from these resightings of flagged birds.

If you happen to go out and see any of these birds with bling, then please pass on the information to Amanda
Lilleyman at Amanda.l il l eyman@cdu.edu.au. Thank you.?

Nature Territory - October 2015
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Interesting bird sightings
Compiled by Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson

Reporting period: 23 August to 22 September 2015

Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been compiled from emails sent to the NT Birds forum
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie, postings on Birdline Northern Territory
(http://www.eremaea.com/) and from correspondences with birdwatchers. Bird names follow the IOC world checklist.

Species

Date

Location

Observer/s

Numbers/comments

Waterbirds, Seabirds & Shorebirds
Asian Dowitcher

16/09/2015

East Arm Wharf, Darwin

Amanda Lilleyman

1

Dusky Moorhen

14/09/2015

Katherine River

Mick Jerram

1 immature

15/09/2015

Lake Jabiru

Luke Paterson

1

Freckled Duck

6/09/2015

Alice Springs Sewage Ponds

William Cormack

1

Little Ringed Plover

29/08/2015

Leanyer Sewage Ponds

Mick Jerram

3

Oriental Plover

6/09/2015

Nightcliff Rocks

Micha Jackson

6

Red-backed Buttonquail

12/09/2015

Gove mine

Chris Wiley

1

Wood Sandpiper

28/08/2015

Nhulunbuy Sewage Ponds

Karen Rose

1

Little Eagle

12/09/2015

Gove mine

Chris Wiley

1

Rufous Owl

12/09/2015

Darwin Botanic Gardens

Micha Jackson & Peter
Kyne

2

Cockatiel

16/09/2015

Copperfield Dam, Pine Creek

Luke Paterson

300+

Hooded Parrot

16/09/2015

Pine Creek

Luke Paterson

20+

Common Cicadabird

29/08/2015

Leanyer Sewage Ponds

Mick Jerram

1 female

Crimson Chat

27/08/2015

Santa Teresa Road

George Dickeson

10

Gouldian Finch

16/09/2015

Copperfield Dam, Pine Creek

Luke Paterson

Gray Honeyeater

6/09/2015

Kunoth Bore

William Cormack

3

Mike Jarvis

1

Birds Of Prey & Owls

Other Non-Passerines

Passerines

Mangrove Golden Whistler

29/08/2015

Pictorella Mannikin

2/09/2015

East Point Mangrove
Boardwalk
Katherine

Star Finch

30/08/2015

Road to Tortilla Flats

Laurie Ross

Variegated Fairywren

25/08/2015

Barrk Walk, Kakadu NP

Mike Jarvis

White-browed Treecreeper

3/09/2015

Santa Teresa Road

Richard Waring

Mike Jarvis
2

This dead Red‐backed Button‐quail was discovered in the
uncharacteristic habitat of suburban Karama in early
October by Tissa Ratnayeke. It's possible the bird had been
forced to move from nearby Holmes Jungle area as a result
of an intense fire in September that has complete burnt all
ground vegetation
The bird had signs of trauma to the back of the head and
neck which might suggest a cat attack.
Button‐quails are similar in appearance and behaviour to
quails, however if it's possible to observe their feet they can
be clearly identified by the lack of a hind toe which is
present in quails.
Thanks to Denise Goodfellow for ID.
Nature Territory, October 2015
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Laurie & Ilona Barrand. It was printed using equipment kindly
made available by Palmerston Telstra Shop.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Emma
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.
Deadline for the November newsletter: Wednesday 28 October 2015
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is pleased to say that his call in the September newsletter for submissions on birds
for the Northern Territory Naturalist have been answered; not by one, but by two Club members who have
submitted manuscripts on feathered friends to him over the last month.
He is still waiting for a couple more submissions that authors have already discussed with him, but is unable to
accept new submissions for anything longer than Short Notes beyond the middle of October. This is because he
cannot guarantee they will get published in next year’s issue.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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