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This curious Frill-necked Lizard (Chlamydosaurus kingie) (Photo by Will Riddell) was a last minute guest at the
NT Field Nats Christmas party held at Charles Darwin NP on Sunday 22 November. The full report by Geoff Kum
Jew on the celebrations can be found on pages 6-8.

FOR THE DIARY
December meeting: Wednesday 9 December, Scenic trip to Nepal by Mark Grubert
December excursion: no excursion planned for December
January excursion: Sunday 31 January. Behind the scenes at the Cyclone Tracy
exhibit, MAGNT with Jared Archibald

• See page 2 for more details •
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

Club Activities
December Meet ing - Scenic t rip t o Nepal
presented by Mark Grubert
Wednesday 9 December 7.45PM, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina

Mark Grubert has visited Nepal three
times in the last six years, most recently
in late 2013. Mark will talk about trekking
in the Annapurna and Everest regions and
showcase some of the scenery and
wildlife found in these areas.

Photo: Mark Grubert

January Fiel d Out ing - Cycl one Tracy exhibit ion
Sunday 31 January 2016 3pm at MAGNT

Join us on our first field trip of 2016 at the MAGNT on Sunday 31 January at 3pm.
Jared Archibald who is the Curator of Territory history at the Museum will give a talk
titled 'Details of a disaster' mainly anecdotes related to Cyclone Tracy.
This presentation will be delivered in the Museum's Theatrette and following that
Jared will take us 'behind the scenes' of the Cyclone Tracy exhibition.
This outing is perfect for the wet season - indoors and airconditioned ! We hope to
see you there.

Fut ure Fiel d Nat s Program
January Meet ing: No meeting in January
January Excursion: Sunday 31 January. Cyclone Tracy exhibition with Jared Archibald
February Meet ing: To be advised
February Excursion: Sunday 14 February. Shoal Bay in the monsoon with Richard Willan

Page 2

Nature Territory - December 2015

Club News
Int erest ing Snippet s / Sight ings f rom t he November Meet ing
This is a new addition to the newsletter and we are relying on NT Field Nats members letting other members know
of any interesting snippets or sightings. You can let Lyn Lowe know of your snippet or sighting at the monthly
meeting or, if you are unable to attend please send an email to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com so we can include
it in the newsletter.
From Lyn Lowe, 26.10.2015 -Seen on the grassed expanse in front of Science Buildings at CDU; Magpie Geese,
Lapwings, Pied Herons and Intermediate Egret all feeding together
From Tissa Ratnayeke, 15.11.2015 - An unusual sound,
somewhat like a car with a flat battery trying to start, that
only lasted a mere two seconds or so but which seemed
to come from high up in a tree in Tissa's Karama backyard
encouraged him to go and have a look. Much to his
astonishment he discovered a Channel-billed Cuckoo
staring down at him. At 60cms in length these migratory
birds are the world's largest parasitic avians. For a
fascinating video clip of what it's like to be a surrogate
parent to Channel-billed Cuckoo chicks have a look here
https:/ / www.youtube.com/ watch?v=iSu-4Rb0TNE
Channel-billed Cuckooo in Jabiru

Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

From Geoff Kum Jew: Geoff has been watching
a Pied Imperial-Pigeon (Ducula spilorrhoa) in
Gray nesting in a Melaleuca tree and sent
through these photos.

7 November - The nest is built

15 November - Chick nearly ready to leave home
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20 November - Chick has left home but still expects to be fed !

Page 3

November Club Meeting -

Cust omary consumpt ion of marine Annel ids in t he Asia-Pacif ic
Present at ion by Chris Gl asby

Report by Tamara Andersen

For their November meeting, the Field Nats were treated to
an interesting talk by Chris Glasby of the Northern
Territory Museum. The talk was titled 'Customary
consumption of marine Annelids in the Asia-Pacific'. After
introducing himself, Chris started off the presentation by
describing what Annelid are. Simply put, annelids are
segmented 'worms' with serially repeated organs. Annelids
can be terrestrial or marine, including bristle worms, earth
worms, leeches, deep sea vent worms, beard worms, spoon
worms and peanut worms. The marine worms that are
Ripe (sexually mature) male and female Nereidid
eaten are spoon worms (one species), bristle worms (2
Bristleworms (Tylorrynchus heterochaetus), the
main ingredient of cha ruo'i (a type of omelette),
species) and peanut worms (at least six species). In the
Hanoi, Vietnam. Photo: Khuo'ng Vi?t Hà
(Wikipedia).
Indo-Pacific region there are people from a number of
countries that periodically eat annelids. Some of these
countries are Indonesia, China, Vietnam, Korea, Japan, Samoa and Kirabati. The worm species and
where it is collected determines how it is eaten. For example, Sipuncula nuda and S. robustus
(peanut worm) is found in Vietnam, southern China and
the Philippines and is eaten fresh, deep or stir fried, as
a dumpling filling or in aspic.
Chris provided a case study about the Palolo worm in
the second half of his talk. The Paolo is not actually the
worm itself but the free swimming detached
reproductive section of the worm. The Palolo rises to
the surface of the sea after having detached from the
worm which lives in a coral habitat to spawn with the
other Palolos. People use lights and nets to catch the
Palolo where they are then eaten in numerous ways.
The current theory of how the worms know when to
Catching Palolo (Palola viridis) in Ambon during 'Timba
Laar' festival. Photo: Joko Pamungkas
spawn is through the lunar cycle. This theory also fits
into the general model of synchronised reproduction in
animals. Ethnology also tells us that it's the solar alignment that is the predictor for the emergence
of Palolo in Samoa, Vanuatu, Ambon and Lombok. In the south west Pacific, the risings occur with
the transition from the Dry to the Wet. However, in the Indo-Malay Archipelago, it's the other way
around. The risings also occur when there is a seasonal transition. At all spawning sites, the
prevailing winds have been either offshore or cross-shore creating calmer seas. The calmer seas
produce a higher spawning potential leading to more offspring. The Palolo is not only eaten but it
is also celebrated by many cultures. Places like Lombok and Sumba have festivals that are rituals of
inversion similar in a way to how Australia has the Mardi Gras. The way of everyday life is inverted
or suspended in order to celebrate.
Lastly, Chris spoke of possible reasons for why in Australia and New Zealand, the worms were not
eaten in the past. For New Zealand, it is not known if the Palolo were eaten and the tradition was
lost many years ago or if they were never consumed at all. In Australian waters, there are
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insufficient numbers of Palolo to attract people during spawning. Aborigines have taboos about
eating the worms and there was a preference for other marine creatures. Everyone was surprised
to find out that Chris had not actually tried the worms before despite them being a major interest
to him. While a few people were disappointed that Chris had not bought in any worms to taste, a
few others including myself were happy that he hadn't!

Vol unt eers sought
Vol unt eer rol e - AWSG Fl ag Sight ing
Co-ordinat or
The A WSG is seeking a volunteer who is keen to become
part of a network of like- minded people across the EAAF
who are actively involved in reporting he sighting of
waders carrying colour coded markings (leg flags or
bands),most of which make the birds individually
identifiable. Finding out the life histories of these birds is
a fascinating way to learn about and better understand
the migration of our many wader species and their
important stopovers. It brings you in contact with both
the people who commit their time to searching for the
flags and those who band the birds, enabling a significant
network to be built across Australia and throughout the
flyway.
A new database is under construction that will improve
the efficiency of this role considerably and the
commencement period is to align with its completion.
The role involves:
1. Regular email communication with a wide range of
people.
2. Operation of a newly developed Access database
where the records are kept (some understanding of
Access would be an advantage).
3. Co-ordination of a small team of other volunteers who
enter data into Excel spreadsheets for importing to the
database.
4. Committing he equivalent of about two days a w eek of
your time to the task (this ebbs and flow s across the
year).
5. Having a reasonable commitment to getting the details
correct.
6. Ideally having some experience in the field o know
how the flagging process works (but this is not
essential).
Training will be given to set up the process and on-going
support provided from the AWSG database
sub-committee. Depending on the person's skills, other
roles such as extracting data for research analysis may
also be undertaken.
If you are interested in such a role, to begin in early 2016,
please get in touch with Roger Sanden at
flagging@awsg.org.au
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Christmas Party at Charles Darwin NP
Text by Geof f Kum Jew

Phot os by Wil l Riddel l
Some Wild Passionfruit vines were found and
dispatched as they are an exotic weed. Mention
was made that while they are edible when ripe
i.e. yellow, they are toxic when green.

Varied Lorikeets

The Charles Darwin National Park covers a
network of old military sites established during
the development of Darwin as part of Australia's
Northern Defence from World War II. There are a
few ammunition storage bunkers still to be seen.
Good views towards the city can be had and with
the picnic benches and BBQ facilities the Park is a
valuable resource to the people of Darwin.
It encompasses 48 square kilometres and
provides protection to valuable woodland
species of flora and 36 of the NT's 51 mangrove
species.
Even at 0900 am it was hot and the biting midges
were a bit of a problem. We had a 12 member
group discussion on various stories of woe about
personal skin reactions to the bites of these
annoying insects.
In the end everyone applied their remedy of
choice and we set off.
We ambled past bush plum, stringy bark trees and
a sandpaper fig.
Darcy on his first field trip with the group was
encouraged to try a Green Tree Ant. He declined
someone's invitation to grab one from the middle
of the nest. I think he was suitably impressed
with the tang of lemon and lime. When
bushwalking any green ant that bites me gets
bitten right back.
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Comment was made on how new roadworks
allow many invasive weed species into new
areas. Earth moving equipment is a prime means
by which seeds and weed cuttings can be
moved about. The tracks on these machines
provide a ready means of furrowing the new
ground, planting the seeds and then covering
them up again all in one pass.
At this point of the walk a discussion started on
exotic Browsing ants and their history. I?m not
sure how we got onto this subject, but the brief
history of their discovery was that they were
found on a Darwin wharf by Biosecurity officers
during a routine surveillance inspection of some
containers full of beer. One of the containers
was leaking and black ants were seen around
the doors. When the doors were opened ants
were found foraging on the spilt beer. Some
specimens were collected, for identification and
they were found to be an introduced species.
Further surveillance indicated that the container
was not the primary source of the infestation.
Passing a Darwin Cycad (Cycas armstrongii) we
were reminded that this species is listed as
vulnerable, mainly due to the increased
frequency of fires and development of housing
subdivisions.
A shell of the Yellow Land Snail (Xanthomelon
durvillii) was found and Richard related how
AQIS (now Biosecurity/ Department of
Agriculture and Water Resources) had tried
unsuccessfully to train sniffer dogs on a species
related to this one, as an aid to detect incursions
of Giant African Snails. These snails can grow to
20 centimetres in length and would be a major
pest in our food growing areas if they became
established.
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Other plants noted at this point included Native
Cherry, Cocky Apple, Eucalyptus alba, a Cycas
armstrongii, with a leaf deformity, possibly from
thrips damage.
On noting a large Milkwood Tree, Richard told us
that the natural pollinators of this tree are
extinct in the Darwin area.
About this time we entered an ecozone, the
junction between two environments, in this case
the saltwater mangal community and the
terrestrial savanna woodlands reliant on fresh
water. This zone was indicated by where a
number of Melaleuca species were growing.

Darwin Cycad (Cycas Armstrongii)

We came across a patch of Black Spear Grass
seedlings pushing up through the soil in
response to the recent rain event.
In addition, Richard pointed out the invasive
weed, Mission Grass which was also sprouting. It
has a purple tinge to its basal leaves.
Wild Grape (Ampelocissus acetosa) was seen at
this point and seemed to be everywhere. Which
is good if you are into nibbling on native bush
tucker. The fruit will be ripening about March. It
has one seed to each fruit and is quite tasty and
refreshing if you come across a patch while
bushwalking. The above ground part of the
plant sprouts after the first rains of the wet
season.
Mention was made that the current fire regime
is far too severe on native vegetation and would
be better spaced at much longer intervals of
time. How to achieve this in a practical sense is
a conundrum for all land managers.
White Currant was seen, another bush tucker
plant, growing to 2 metres.
Rubber Vine was found climbing up a tree. This
invasive weed has the ability to sprout new
roots to ground even after separation from its
root base.
Nature Territory - December 2015

Along this zone were growing a patch of
Flagellaria indica, a climbing plant in which the
ends of the leaves have a tendril which the plant
uses to attach to other plants for support.
Aboriginal people use this plant for the numbing
effect it produces.
Here we saw a Spotted Tree-monitor (Varanus
scalaris) which quickly took cover in a tree
hollow.
Also a Grevillea decurrens displaying its soft pink
flower, and a Terminalia sp. still with reddish
leaves which are packed with toxins to protect
the foliage from predation.

Spotted Tree-monitor (Varanus scalaris), exhibiting its aboreal habits.

We saw a Brachychiton megaphyllus with empty
seed pods on which a species of Snake-eye
Skink (Chryptoblepharus sp.) was foraging. On
the path we stirred up a very swift, slim, long,
striped skink, from the genus Ctenotus.
Saw a raptor at this point, later id by Will as a
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juvenile Brahminy Kite, mottled brown
plumage, a fish eater.
At this point we ended our walk and made our
way up the hill to the BBQ area.
We were presented with a huge spread of
goodies that Natalie had kindly laid out for us.
While we were having lunch we spotted a
Frill-neck Lizard in the tree above our heads
(photo on front page of newsletter). It didn't
seem too worried by our presence even coming
Flower of the Caper plant (Capparis sp.)
to ground to catch a insect. Very comical gait as
its bi-pedalled across the lawn and back to its
tree perch. A second Frilly was spotted in another tree not more than 20 metres from us.
The walk was generously led by Richard Willan and Graham Brown.
Many thanks to all who contributed to this outing.

The Unknown Glider - Pozible Campaign
Researchers from Charles Darwin
University are running a Pozible
campaign to raise much needed
funds to investigate the ecology of
The Unknown Glider. A snippet
from the website:
'The Northern Savanna Glider
(currently thought to be a sugar
glider; Petaurus breviceps ariel) is
the only glider known from
northern Australia and is a species
we know remarkably little about,
despite its broad distribution.
Photo: Amanda Lilleyman
Earlier this year the ABC reported
our discovery that this small
marsupial glider is likely to be a species new to science, rather than just a northern
population of the already well-known sugar glider. Detailed work to determine their
taxonomic and conservation status is now urgently required.'
See here for more details: http:/ / www.pozible.com/ project/ 200015
You only have until 18th December to donate to the cause.
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Bird of the month - Chestnut-breasted Mannikin
By Amanda Lil l eyman

Phot os: Bas Hensen
Bird: Chestnut-breasted Mannikin (Lonchura
castaneothorax )
Famil y: Estrildidae
Size: 11 cm (head to tail)

Descript ion: This highly gregarious species of finch is
present in the NT, QLD, NSW, WA and New Guinea. It does
not occur in SA, TAS or VIC. The face of the bird is black
with a grey-blue bill. It is mostly brown above with a grey
crown and chestnut band across its chest, bordered with a
black line above a white belly. The bird is black under the
tail and golden-orange on the upper parts of the tail and
rump. The sexes are similar but the female is slightly
duller than
the male.
Juvenile
birds (see
photo to right) are grey-brown above and on the
head and buffy-cream below with a grey bill.
Ecol ogy: The Chestnut-breasted Mannikin is
distributed throughout northern Australia from the
Kimberley through the Top End and from
Queensland down through to NSW. The species
spends its time in reed beds, grasses, swamps,
mangroves and the edges of monsoon forests.
Chestnut-breasted Mannikins feed on grass seed
heads and also eat insects. The species flocks
together in groups of up to 100 and nest in dense
colonies, sometimes with other finch species.
Chestnut-breasted Mannikins breed in the Top End
in the late dry season through to the wet season
(February-March).

An adult and two juveniles.

In Darwin: The Chestnut-breasted Mannikin is ubiquitous across much of the Top End where there
is suitable habitat. Many people report seeing the species in their backyards around the Darwin
area. The species can be found in the Casuarina Coastal Reserve, particularly at the Lee Point end in
the late dry season.
Ref erences:
http:/ / www.birdsinbackyards.net/ species/ Lonchura-castaneothorax
http:/ / www.hbw.com/ species/ chestnut-breasted-mannikin-lonchura-castaneothorax
https:/ / groups.yahoo.com/ neo/ groups/ ntbirds/ search/ messages?query=chestnut-breasted% 20mannikin
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Laurie & Ilona Barrand. It was printed using equipment kindly
made available by Palmerston Telstra Shop.
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to Emma
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.
Deadline for the February newsletter: Wednesday 27 January 2016
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is delighted with the number of submissions he has received for the
next issue of the Club’s scientific journal, Northern Territory Naturalist. He cannot accept any
more submissions with a guarantee that they will be published next year. All the present
submissions are now in the editorial system. Volume 27 is going to be a bumper edition!
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are: Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;
Concessions - $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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