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Pheasant Coucals breed in the Wet Season during which time their deep calls can often be heard in the mornings
and evenings.  Generally a ground dwelling bird, they appear to fly awkwardly and it's not uncommon to see them 
crash into trees and land precariously. By contrast this recent photograph taken by Tissa Ratnayeke gives no hint 
of their ungainly aerobatics. 
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Club activities 
March meeting.  Wednesday March 14, 7:45 PM.  Blue 1.14 (Business Bldg.), CDU Casuarina. 

Stephen Richards 

" Fantastic Frogs of New Guinea" 
New Guinea is the world’s largest and highest tropical island 
and the warm wet conditions there have encouraged the 
evolution of a spectacular diversity of weird and wonderful 
frogs. Many of these frogs, such as the treefrogs, are closely 
related to some of our own Northern Territory species and 
some are even found in both areas. However in the remote 
mountain ranges of New Guinea are hundreds of species 
found nowhere else on earth, and new species are being 
discovered every year. This talk will present an illustrated 
overview of New Guinea’s frogs including spike-nosed frogs, 
biting frogs, and frogs that carry their babies on their back! 
Stephen Richards is the new Curator of Terrestrial Vertebrates at the Museum and Art Gallery of the NT. His 
major interest is the tropical herpetofaunas of northern Australia and New Guinea, where he has conducted more 
than 40 major field expeditions in the last 20 years. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

March field trip. Frogging @ Mickett Creek, Sunday 18 March - 7PM 

During the Dry the Mickett Creek area is turned into a dust bowl as it's a popular spot for quad bikers and offroad  
bikers. During the Wet however, this area is transformed into a habitat suitable for a surprisingly large number of 
frog species. We will learn to recognise the distinctive calls of some of our wetland friends and how to locate and 
identify them in the field.  

Meet at 7:00 PM at the corner of McMillans Rd and Stevens Rd (near Knuckey Lagoon).  From there we will drive 
in behind Mickett Creek. Bring a torch. Come prepared for wet weather and wet feet; gumboots are 
recommended.  As frogs are sensitive to insect repellent, please keep your hands clean of repellent.  For more 
information, phone Tissa on 8921 8226. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
April 2012 meeting - Wednesday 11 April. Tissa Ratnayeke: Through my Camera Lens -  creatures and 
plants of the Top End. 

April 2012 field trip - Sunday 15 April. Tissa Ratnayeke: an excursion through the top end of Holmes 
Jungle. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Other Activities - Fogg Dam Field Day 2012 - Sunday 29 April, 8am - 2pm 
This popular event is organised every two years by the Friends of Fogg Dam and hosts activities suitable for all of the family.  

Top End Native Plant Society activities 
March meeting.  Thursday 15. Zoe Carmichael: Land for Wildlife program. 

March excursion.  Saturday 17. Geoff Martin: Gunn  Point with to look at Atlas Moth habitat 

April meeting.  Thursday 19. Catherine Orme: Volunteering adventure to the Galapagos Islands. 

April excursion.  Saturday 21. Ebsworth’s Darwin River property. 

General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy 
Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).  Visit 
http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131. 

Spike-nosed frogs Litoria prora - look carefully, there are 
two of them. Photo by Stephen Richards 
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Club notices 
Welcome to new members:  Craig & Christine Reid and family, Hannah Hueneke, William Riddell and  
Cathy Doidge 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Thank you:  the previous issue was proof-read by Fiona Douglas, printed by Stuart Young, and collated and 
mailed by Anne Highfield.  It was printed using equipment kindly made available by Collections, Biodiversity and 
Biological Parks from the Department of Natural Resources, Environment, the Arts & Sport]. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to Tissa at 
tissa@imprintdesign.com.au or the Club's postal address, or contact him on 8921 8226.   
Deadline for the April newsletter:  Wednesday March 21. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Need a Club membership form?  Go to:  http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/downloads. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Club library:  The Club's journal and book collection is available to members.  Lists of holdings can be found on 
our web-site: http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/library.  The library is housed in two sections:   
Books, reports and CDs:  at the medical clinic of Dr. Lyn Reid in the Rapid Creek Business Village.  This can be 
accessed directly between 9 AM and 2:30 PM Tuesday to Thursday, and 4–6 PM on Tuesday, or indirectly by 
phoning Lyn at work on 8985 3250. 
Journals:  in the office of Stuart Young at the Biodiversity Unit at Berrimah.  These can be accessed by ringing 
Stuart on 8995 5026 (w). 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Northern Territory Naturalist:  The Editorial Committee of the Club’s journal, the Northern Territory 
Naturalist, is now calling for manuscripts for issue no. 24.  The journal 
publishes works concerning any aspect of the natural history and ecology of 
the Northern Territory or adjacent northern Australia and may include 
Reviews, Research Articles, Short Notes, Species Profiles or Book Reviews. 
The Northern Territory Naturalist is a registered, peer-reviewed journal (ISSN 
0155-4093).  Author instructions may be downloaded from our web-site: 
http://sites.google.com/site/ntfieldnaturalists/journal. 
If possible, manuscripts should be submitted in digital form by email to 
michael.braby@nt.gov.au.   Manuscript editors are Drs Michael Braby, Lynda 
Prior and Anke Frank.  Louis Elliott is the production editor. 
Originals are available of most back issues, some are available as photocopies 
only, and several recent issues are out-of-print but individual papers are 
available as pdfs. The journal page of the Club’s web-site has an order form for 
back issues.  Free PDFs of papers from issue 18 (2005) onwards are available 
from the authors or by contacting Lou Elliott, email louis.elliott@nt.gov.au. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Leanyer Ponds:  Access to Leanyer Ponds is available after induction through PAWC.  Go to 
https://www.rapidinduct.com.au/powerwater/waterservices to commence the induction process.  A key to the 
ponds may be obtained on payment of a $50 deposit.  Only those who have undertaken the induction and signed 
an indemnity can enter Leanyer Ponds. 
Bryan Baker has keys for the Alice Springs Sewage Ponds, available for collection in Darwin by members before 
they head south. Bryan can be reached in Darwin on 8948 2196. 
                              

Newsletter production editor needed: The club is seeking a production editor for the monthly newsletter. 
You will have the benefit of an experienced team of content editors to assist you with this role. If you're 
comfortable using Word and have a keen interest in naturalist history, this position will suit you. Please contact 
Tissa, phone 8921 8226, for further details. 
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Not much open water left. 

Left: three vegetation groups: 

1. open water with water lilies; 

2. grass and fern mat; and  

3. beds of Tall Spike-rush. 

What future Fogg Dam? 
Alice Leppitt; photos by Don Franklin 
Fogg Dam was built in 1954 to provide irrigation for the Humpty Doo Rice Project. Within five years it had been 
recognized as a dry season faunal refuge, especially for water birds. The irrigation project failed soon after, and 
since then Fogg Dam has been appreciated and visited by ecologists, birdos and tourists alike. However, while all 
eyes were on the diverse fauna and spectacular water lilies, dense vegetation was also thriving in the rarely 
disturbed and permanently-flooded environment. In early 2009, Barry Scott, the Chief District Ranger, 
approached Charles Darwin University concerned that dense vegetation was encroaching on open water areas at 
Fogg Dam, threatening its role as a dry season faunal refuge and its attractiveness to tourists.  
My Honours project aimed to shed light on Barry’s concern. Between September 2009 and February 2010, I used 

a combination of aerial 
photograph analysis and field 
surveys to investigate 
vegetation change over time, 
vegetation composition, 
vegetation growth strategies 
and environmental correlates 
of the emergent patterns. 
Working in a crocodile infested 
environment had its obvious 
limitations, however the 
helicopter trip by the Northern 
Territory Parks and Wildlife 
Service allowed for some 
interesting and surprising 
results.  
Aerial photograph analysis 

confirmed that the area of open water within the survey area at Fogg Dam (the deeper-water 79 ha area behind 
the dam wall) declined by 43% to 15% of the total area between 1993 and 2005, and the rate of decline increased 
in the final three years.  If this rate continues, the entire surface of Fogg Dam will be covered by dense vegetation 
by 2020 or sooner. 
Three vegetation groups – open water community, floating mat complex and sedgeland – were identified within 
the survey area. Open water community is characterized by Lotus Lily (Nelumbo nucifera), four free-floating herbs 
and patches of free surface water. The two expanding vegetation groups of management concern are floating 
mat complex and sedgeland.  Floating mat complex is characterized by the clonally-growing Spiny Mud-grass  or 
Water Couch (Pseudoraphis spinescens), the paperbark tree Cajuput (Melaleuca cajuputi) and two fern species.  It 
really is floating, even the Cajuput trees as rangers have noted them moving about with the wind.  In contrast, 

sedgeland is rooted in silt and 
dominated exclusively by 
dense stands of Tall Spike-rush 
(Eleocharis sphacelata). From 
the air it is evident that Tall 
Spike-rush is growing in 
strikingly circular patches.  
I measured depth using a rod.  
All vegetation types had a layer 
of soft silt overlying a firm 
base.  Depth to the firm base 

1

2 

2 
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Above:  sapling Cajuputs (Melaleuca cajuputi) 
growing out of the mat of Spiny Mud-grass.  Both 

the grass and the saplings 
are floating – part of a giant, spongy mat. 

varied little between open water and the two encroaching vegetation groups, suggesting that depth does not 
constrained vegetation type.  However, sedgeland had a much 
deeper layer of silt, and whereas the silt under open water 
and floating mat was composed of fine sediments – as one 
would expect of silt – that under sedgeland had much coarse 
plant material comprised mostly of stems of Tall Spike-rush.  
This suggests that Tall Spike-rush is creating its own, shallower 
environment in which to grow.  
Though both Spiny Mud-grass and Tall Spike-rush grow 
clonally in Fogg Dam, they employ very different growth 
strategies.  It may be that Spiny Mud-grass is able to expand 
rapidly, but the monodominance of Tall Spike-rush stands and 
its apparent ability to create its own environment suggests it is 
the superior competitor.  Only time will tell; regardless, a 
battle of the clones will shape the future floral and faunal 
ecology of Fogg Dam.  
Management action is needed urgently if Fogg Dam is to retain 
areas of open water with water-lilies and provide habitat for a 
wide variety of water birds.  Restoration of open water areas 
will require active management in the form of an on-going 
disturbance regime that will reduce vegetation biomass and 
change its structure. Options for disturbance include 
temporary draining to dry and flush vegetation, flushing, 
deepening (may slow, but not stop the expansion of 
sedgeland), grazing, mechanical harvesting and burning. The 
optimal strategy will likely comprise a combination of 
disturbances, taking into account efficacy, cost and the 
temporary reduction in amenity. Whichever strategy is chosen, 
the consequence of disturbance regimes are uncertain and will 
require on-going commitment, experimentation, monitoring and adaptive management.  Parks & Wildlife have 
commenced some management actions to this end.  Let’s hope they’re wholehearted and make a good job of it. 

 

Left:  no need to 
invoke aliens to 
explain these circles 
– they are likely to 
be the result of slow 
but inexorable 
clonal expansion by 
Tall Spike-rush as it 
creates a silt bed to 
a depth to suit it as 
it grows. 
 
 
 
 
 
Below:  floodplain of 

the Adelaide River 
below Fogg Dam. 
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Monsoon forest walk 
NTFNC trip to East Point, Sunday 22nd January, 2012  Amanda LIlleyman 
On the third Sunday morning of January seven enthusiastic naturalists ventured through the monsoon forest at 
East Point Reserve. The forecast for the weekend was for the monsoon to arrive but it held off until the night and 
we were lucky to have sun and blue sky. 
Before stepping foot onto the 
pathway of the monsoon forest 
walk we flushed a Yellow Oriole 
from its nest in the branches of a 
tree. The walk is popular with 
joggers and cyclists as we were 
passed by many throughout the 
morning. The wildlife seemed 
accustomed to humans as we 
were greeted by a Northern 
Fantail which was happy to pose 
for some photographs. The Agile 
Wallabies were not so obliging, 
bounding away in the opposite 
direction as we approached.  
The first Lepidoptera sighting for 
the day was of the Small Pearl-
white (Elodina walkeri) then 
followed by a Hawkmoth. An 
opening in the canopy allowed 
views of the parasitic Mistletoe plant growing on a Milkwood Tree (Alstonia actinophylla). Continuing on with the 
walk we came across Flagellaria (Flagellaria indica), a cane-like climber, and learnt that it requires a  
plant for support as it climbs its way through the forest. Nearby, a Praying Mantis was well camouflaged against  
a dull-brown tree trunk.  
In the midst of its breeding season we were lucky to view an Orange-footed Scrubfowl scratching away at its 
mound. Another wet-season breeder, the Green-backed Gerygone, was heard calling most of the morning and a 
small-dome nest hanging from a tree was identified as belonging to the species. Black Butcherbird was 
trumpeting from the tree tops and Bar-shouldered Dove and Brown Honeyeater were never out of ear-shot. 
Views of Australasian Figbird, Rufous-banded Honeyeater and Forest Kingfisher kept the birders happy. At last, 
after hearing the calls of a Rainbow Pitta, one was seen on the forest floor where we had surprised it. This was 

the highlight bird as it was a 
first timer for some of us. It 
hopped away and crossed the 
path and we carried on.  
We walked through a new 
section of path out into a 
cleared area with power poles 
going through a clearing. Along 
the edge we spotted many 
butterflies clustering around a 
small-flowering and fruiting 
tree Lime Berry ( Micromelum 
minutum). 

What was in the tree?  From left:  Steve Tickell, Don Franklin (looking away), 
Sophie Gordon and Amanda Lilleyman.  Photo:  Tissa Ratnayeke. 

Oblivious (almost) to our presence, 
the Orange-footed Scrubfowl worked 
over its mound in our full view for 
several minutes.   
Photo:  Tissa Ratnayeke. 
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Quite a few monsoon forest trees and shrubs were
in fruit, including this Iodine Plant (Tabernaemontana

orientalis).  Photo:  Don Franklin.

Jelly fungus?  Photo:  Don Franklin. 

Butterflies observed included Small Brown Crow (Euploea 
darchia), Chrome Awl (Hasora chromus), Large Grass-yellow 
(Eurema hecabe), Fuscous Swallowtail (Papilio fuscus) and 
Lemon Migrant (Catopsilia pomona). A Two-brand Crow 
(Euploea sylvester) was netted, requiring closer inspection as it 
was initially thought to be a Small Brown Crow. The thicker 
white-patches along the subterminal on the hindwing of the 
Two-brand Crow – and the presence of two brands – help 
distinguish it from the Small Brown Crow.  
As it was a little quiet along butterfly alley for the wet season, 
we stopped to key out a Cheeky Yam (Amorphophallus 
paeoniifolius). Meandering along the alley produced more 
butterfly species, however: Oak-blue (Arhopala sp.), Lesser 

Wanderer (Danaus 
petilia), Pale Triangle 
(Graphium eurypylus), 
Spotted Rustic 
(Phalanta phalantha), 
Swamp Tiger (Danaus 
affinis) and Tailed 
Emperor (Polyura 
sempronius). The 
bright-red seeds of the 
Crab’s Eye Vine (Abrus precatorius) were pointed out to a few of us and 
some jelly-like fungi were found nearby. Back by the roadside we 
observed Strobe Ants on a dead tree and Rose-crowned Fruit-Doves 
flying overhead. The field trip ended with a visit to Fannie Bay Coolspot 
where notes were exchanged and naturalists were re-energised with a 
dose of caffeine.  
East Point Reserve is a beautiful area with a diverse range of habitats and 
many species of fauna. The monsoon forest walk remained cool and 
peaceful as it provided a shady area to enjoy nature.  

 

Volunteers Sought for Brachychiton Research
The Red Kurrajong (Brachychiton Megaphyllus) flowers 
from the stem, in the middle of the dry, with no leaves 
or rain in sight. Don Franklin and Trish Bate are 
attempting to identify factors that limit, and stimulate, 
this pattern of flowering and leaf growth. To do this 
we are estimating leaf size over the wet and intend to 
irrigate some plants in their natural habitat over the 
dry and the build-up, and to compare flower and leaf 
development with a non-irrigated group. 

To complete this project we seek assistance from NT 
Field Nat volunteers for two roles. Volunteers can 
assist with leaf-counting in pairs, on a rotating weekly 
basis, and assist at the once-only weed pull. 

CSIRO are supporting the project with use of their site 
at Berrimah, and water. In return we hope to support 
CSIRO in weed management. The Brachychitons under 
study are intermingled with stands of Gamba grass. 
With assistance from NT Field Nats volunteers we aim 

to pull up all Gamba grass in the study area on Sunday 
22nd April. Another 4 or 5 people are required to 
share the regular measurements of leaves. 

If you think you may be able to contribute to leaf 
counting or weed pulling please contact Trish on 
patricia.bate@alumni.unimelb.edu.au or 0439217619 
(will not always be in range).  

Photo:  Tissa Ratnayeke
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Insect trap on the Cullen River.  Photo: Danielle Warfe.

Flux experiment on the Edith River.  
Photo: Michael Douglas. 

Seasonal monitoring and experimental manipulation involving 
insects, fish, algae and water quality in wet-dry tropical rivers. 

Report on the talk by Erica Garcia at the February Meeting John Rawsthorne 
 
Our first meeting of 2012 saw Erica Garcia presenting some locally-grown CDU research on river condition in the 
upper tributaries of the Daly River catchment. Erica started out by pointing out that the Top End rivers are 
considered to be in relatively pristine condition, with few of the human-caused problems such as eutrophication, 
turbidity, feral fish and salinisation that plague other Australian Rivers (all issues that have severely altered the 
Murray-Darling Basin that I know well).   

One critical aim of the overall CDU freshwater research program was to establish baseline condition of rivers 
against which future changes might be measured. Certainly when I talk to researchers and managers that work in 
the Murray-Darling basin, one of their biggest problems is a lack of baseline conditions.  They aim to restore rivers 
to some part of "native" health, but this is hard when the unmodified condition of the rivers is largely unknown 
apart from snippets of information in explorers' and early settlers' handbooks. 

The first part of Erica's talk focussed on food web interactions, and discussed quantitative field work designed to 
measure the flows of energy within the riverine environment across different seasons.  The findings of the work 
were that primary productivity in these rivers was highest in the transition periods between wet and dry seasons, 
while other aspects of the food web interactions varied seasonally.   

I was particularly interested to note the directionality of 
fish movements (literally whether fish were moving up or 
downstream more) from the sampling protocol. Fish 
predominantly move upstream during the transition to 
wet season, and mainly downstream during the run-off 
period.  This bodes well for barramundi fishing, 
confirming that fishing for barra where smaller streams 
enter a larger body of water is a good tactic. 

The second part of Erica's talk discussed an experiment 
that was performed in the same headwater streams of 
the Daly system.  In this case the experiment was 
designed to assess whether top-down effects (grazing by 
fish and macroinvertebrates) or bottom-up effects (changes in the level of nitrogen and phosphorous nutrients) 
are more important in influencing the primary productivity of the streams as indicated by algal growth. The 
primary conclusion of the work was that bottom-up impacts were likely to be a greater influence on stream 
ecology than top-down impacts, with algal growth more strongly impacted by changes in nutrients than by 
exclusion of grazers. 

This work is of particular interest in the situation where increased farming activity (with attendant increases in 
fertiliser use) is likely in the Daly catchment over coming years.  Erica's speculative endgame scenario with 
increased nutrients in the river system was one where less-tasty spirogyra algae come to dominate the river 

environment, swamping other 
relationships in the food web in a mat of 
green algal hair. This is a scenario I think 
we would all like to avoid. 

While it is always nice to hear about the 
exotica and tales from lands far, far 
away, it is also nice to learn a bit more 
about what is happening in our own 
back yard. Thanks to Erica for presenting 
this talk to the club.   
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A butterfly rests on Don's hand during a club field trip in 
February 2011.  Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke 

Don Franklin - a Renaissance man 
Don Franklin has been a club member since 1993 and throughout this time selflessly contributed time and innovative ideas to the 
club plus freely shared his knowledge with members. He has been one of the most influential people in the club's recent history. 
Don recently left Darwin for a new home in the Atherton Tablelands and in this article Fiona Douglas summarises some of his 
many contributions. 

Don Franklin could well be described as a ‘man for all seasons’ 
or a ‘Renaissance man’ and his decision to move away from 
the NT to Queensland will create a large hole for the Club.  
Various of Don’s more formal contributions to the Club were 
summarised by current Club President Tissa Ratnayeke at the 
February meeting, which served as an official farewell for Don. 

Don is, for example, the current member with, at more than 
18 years, the longest continuous membership of the Club. He 
has served on the committee several times, including two two-
year terms as President.  The Club has Don to thank for its 
modern (1999) constitution, and he collaborated on revisions 
in 2006 and 2009 – required not because there were problems 
with the original, but because the social and legislative 
framework relating to incorporated associations had changed. 

Don’s enormous contribution to the two Club publications 
(Nature Territory and Northern Territory Naturalist) will 
remain a stand-out. 

He edited the newsletter (Nature Territory), with only minor 
breaks, for many years.  The large number of people who 
remain Club members after leaving Darwin, and the number 
of local members who rarely come to Club meetings but 
continue as members, are testament to the value members 
put on the newsletter – it is the glue that bonds Club 
membership.  Don introduced a Recent Literature section, 
which he authored, presenting recent articles from a wide 
range of publications linked to one or more themes each 
month.  There were articles for the specialist and the non-
specialist and in most months Don provided detailed 
commentary on one or more of them.  

Don included many high-quality photographs from a wide 
range of sources, and introduced photographic essays on a 
natural history theme that had attracted someone’s attention. 

The Northern Territory Naturalist has appeared annually since 
2007 when Don first headed the production team.  It was not 
always so as, despite the first edition appearing  in 1978 the 
year following the Club’s 
foundation, there have been 
some gaps of a few years.  In 
2005, during Don’s 
presidency and being driven 
with his vision, it was 
decided that to expect one 
editor to do everything was 
no longer acceptable; 
editorial and production 
teams were formed, with 
four or five people replacing 
the previous one!  This 
restructure enabled more 
regular publication of the 
higher quality journal that 

we have today.  The advent of lower cost colour printing 
enabled this option to be incorporated into the journal, with 
Don’s numerous photographer contacts ensuring that high 
quality illustrations accompanied articles. 

Don headed the production team for several years and was a 
stickler for accuracy and detail.  He is also the only person I 
know who wouldn’t object if it was suggested that the ‘final’ 
version ready for the printer needed a tweak because a 
wayward space, comma or line had been discovered at the 
very last minute! 

Don was also an advocate for getting the journal ARC listed 
and rated, and continued to support submitting it to 
international abstracting services.  These attributes, along with 
regular publication, have encouraged manuscript submissions  
as people realise they will not have to wait two or three years 
for their article to appear.  Publication in the Naturalist is also 
recognised academically by CDU, which again encourages 
more submissions. 

The Club library is another of Don’s legacies, as he culled, 
organised and catalogued it into its present form.  This is a 
valuable, if currently rather under-used, resource. 

In addition to, and one might almost say despite, all this 
backroom work, Don has an all-embracing and enormous 
enthusiasm for natural history.  When I first knew him, he 
seemed to be a birder, but this widened rapidly into bird 
ecology and thence into vegetation and landscape.  Butterflies 
then attracted his attention and became a passion.  He has 
passion but is interested in scientific rigour, but this doesn’t 
mean he is conservative.  He prefers to identify and record 
butterflies without killing them and, with Deb Bisa, developed 
a field key to the lycaenid butterflies of the Top End and 
Kimberley. 

Don encouraged everyone to look around them at all times – 
the ‘interesting sightings’ section at the start of the Club 
meetings remained one of his enthusiasms and he would be 

disappointed if no-one had 
noticed eucalypt flowering 
times.  During Club excursions 
Don shared his enthusiasm and 
knowledge with everyone, 
enlightening novice members 
as readily as he debated with 
more experienced ones.  Don 
seemed to acquire knowledge 
readily and had a great eye for 
landscape and for detail. 

The Club wishes Don well in his 
new habitat and we remember 
his energy and enthusiasm with 
gratitude. 
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Interesting bird sightings 
21 January to 24 February 2012 Compiled by Ian Hance 

Sightings are as reported (unvetted, unconfirmed) and have been mostly compiled from the e-mail digest of the 
NT birder website (http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ntbirds) moderated by Niven McCrie. 
Species Date Location Observer/s Nos./comments 

Waterbirds & Seabirds     
Bridled Tern 25/01 Fort Hill Wharf Al Stewart 1 
Spotted Whistling-duck 26/01 Leanyer sewage ponds Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson still present 12/2/2012 
Grey Teal 12/02 Leanyer sewage ponds Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 43 
Pink-eared Duck 12/02 Leanyer sewage ponds Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 4 
Hardhead Duck 12/02 Leanyer sewage ponds Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 87 

Birds Of Prey     
Pacific Baza 27/01 Katherine East Marc Gardner 1 
~ 19/02 Between Coorroboree & Bark Hut  Will Riddell 2 & other sightings 
Grey Goshawk 9/02 Fannie Bay John Rawsthorne 2 
Peregrine Falcon 12/02 Spot On Marine Ian Hance 1 
Black-breasted Buzzard 19/02 Corroborree Will Riddell 1 

Other non-passerines     
Channel-billed Cuckoo 29/01 Sayer Rd, Humpty Doo Darryel Binns 1 
~ 8/02 Nightcliff Jessie & Jo 1 & other sightings 
Varied Lorikeet 9/02 Fannie Bay John Rawsthorne 20 
~ 19/02 Karama Ian Hance 20 
Fork-tailed Swift 11/02 Jabiru Marc Gardner 120 

Passerines     
Goldfinch 1/02 CDU Brian Reid 1 vagrant 
Eastern Yellow Wagtail 12/02 Leanyer Sewage Ponds Peter Kyne & Micha Jackson 1 
 
 

Shorebird survey in Darwin for Shorebirds 2020 
Sunday 12th February, 2012 Amanda Lilleyman 

Twice a year many volunteers count shorebirds and other bird species on beaches, lagoons, rivers, sewage ponds 
and other waterways to collect information on species and abundances. Recorded data is then collated and sent 
to one organisation – BirdLife Australia (formerly Birds Australia) where analysis can be performed and long-term 
trends are discovered.  
Gavin O’Brien, the regional co-ordinator for Darwin assigned six groups of shorebird enthusiasts to known bird 
sites in the area on Sunday 12th February. Counts were conducted early in the morning on a high tide at Lee Point 
and Buffalo Creek, Sandy Creek, Spot On Marine, Nightcliff rocks, East Point and Leanyer Sewage Ponds.  
The coastal areas surveyed had many shorebirds present with East Point producing more than 600 Great Knots; 
Lee Point was particularly quiet with a lone Great Knot present in amongst a mixed flock of Greater Sand Plover 
and Sanderling. Although the ‘usual’ shorebirds were missing from the Lee Point high-tide roost, there were 74 
Radjah Shelduck present on the beach.  
Spot On Marine produced Eastern Curlew and Whimbrel, while Nightcliff rocks were utilised by Greater Sand 
Plover, Sanderling and Terek Sandpiper. Leanyer Sewage Ponds had good numbers of Wood Sandpiper, Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper and Black-tailed Godwit as well as the single Spotted Whistling-duck. High 
numbers of Hardhead and Grey Teal were also reported.  
The counters were rewarded with fresh fruit and a sausage sizzle at Lee Point, kindly put together by Meg 
O’Brien. The next shorebird survey will be conducted in July so please keep a watch on this newsletter and the 
NTbirds yahoo email group for more information. 

Mainly Great Knots and a few Red Knots at Lee Point.  Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke 
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Recent literature about Top End natural history 
MISCELLANEOUS, GENERAL Compiled by Don Franklin 

Aborginal knowledge of flora and fauna 

Deegan B, Sturt B, Ryder D, Butcher M, Brumby S, Long G, Badngarri N, Lannigan J, Blythe J, Wightman G. 2010. Jaru plants 
and animals; Aboriginal flora and fauna knowledge from the south-east Kimberley and western Top End, north 
Australia. Northern Territory Botanical Bulletin No. 36., Dept. of Natural Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sport, 
jointly published with Kimberley Language Resource Centre: Darwin & Halls Creek.  

Jones JM, Bardbarriya D, Raymond E, Roberts D, McDonald D, McDonald D, McDonald M, Simard C, Moerkerken C, 
Wightman G. 2011. Jaminjung, Ngaliwurru and Nungali Plants and Animals : Aboriginal knowledge of flora and fauna 
from the Bradshaw, Gregory National Park and Timber Creek area, North Australia. Northern Territory Botanical 
Bulletin No. 38, Dept. of Natural Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sport, jointly published with Diwurruwurru-jaru 
Aboriginal Corporation / Mimi Aboriginal Art &Craft: Darwin.  

Widijburru B, Harrington D, Balwanjer R, Roberts E, Waterloo P, Roberts L, Harrington RN, Roberts J, Nemit N, Moerkerken C, 
Wightman G. 2010. Ngarinyman Plants and Animals: Aboriginal Knowledge of Flora and Fauna from Judbarra/Gregory 
National Park and the Victoria River area, Northern Australia. Northern Territory Botanical Bulletin No. 34. Dept. of 
Natural Resources, Environment, the Arts and Sport, jointly published with Diwurruwurru-jaru Aboriginal Corporation 
(Katherine Region Aboriginal Language Centre): Darwin. 188 pp. 

Aboriginal land management and monitoring 

Ens EJ, Towler GM, Daniels C, Yugul Mangi Rangers, Manwurrk Rangers. 2012. Looking back to move forward: Collaborative 
ecological monitoring in remote Arnhem Land. Ecological Management & Restoration 13: 26-35. 

Fitzsimons J, Russell-Smith J, James G, Vigilante T, Lipsett-Moore G, Morrison J, Looker M. 2012. Insights into the biodiversity 
and social benchmarking components of the Northern Australian fire management and carbon abatement 
programmes. Ecological Management & Restoration 13: 51-57. 

Hoffmann BD, Roeger S, Wise P, Dermer J, Yunupingu B, Lacey D, Yunupingu D, Marika B, Marika M, Panton  B. 2012. 
Achieving highly successful multiple agency collaborations in a cross-cultural environment: experiences and lessons 
from Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation and partners. Ecological Management & Restoration 13: 42-50. 

Weston N, Bramley C, Bar-Lev J, Guyula M, O’Ryan S. 2012. Arafura three: Aboriginal ranger groups protecting and managing 
an internationally significant swamp. Ecological Management & Restoration 13: 84-88. 

Woodward E, Jackson S, Finn M, McTaggart PM. 2012. Utilising Indigenous seasonal knowledge to understand aquatic 
resource use and inform water resource management in northern Australia. Ecological Management & Restoration  
13: 58-64. 

Other 

Frostick A, Bollhoefer A, Parry D. 2011. A study of radionuclides, metals and stable lead isotope ratios in sediments and soils in 
the vicinity of natural U-mineralisation areas in the Northern Territory. Journal of Environmental Radioactivity  
102: 911-918. 

Lambeck A, Mernagh TP, Wyborn L. 2011. Are iron-rich sedimentary rocks the key to the spike in orogenic gold mineralization 
in the Paleoproterozoic? Economic Geology 106: 321-330. 

Savji N, Palacios G, da Rosa AT, Hutchison S, Celone C, Hui J, Briese T, Calisher CH, Tesh RB, Lipkin WI. 2011. Genomic and 
phylogenetic characterization of Leanyer virus, a novel orthobunyavirus isolated in northern Australia. Journal of 
General Virology 92: 1676-1687. 

Thomas M, Neale M, eds. 2011. Exploring the legacy of the 1948 Arnhem Land Expedition. ANU E Press: Canberra. Free 
download from http://epress.anu.edu.au/apps/bookworm/view/Exploring+the+Legacy+of+the+1948+Arnhem+Land 
+Expedition/4421/upfront.xhtml.  

 

Flora River Nature Park renamed as Giwining 
As part of the implementation of joint management with Traditional Owners – the Wardaman people –  and 
operational from 21 Oct. 2011, Flora River Nature Park is to be renamed as Giwining Nature Park.  The transition 
will be implemented in the form of joint names which will be in place for 10 years.  This also applies to Gregory 
National Park, which will become Judbarra National Park.  Giwining is the Wardaman name for Flora River, whilst 
Judbarra is an important site within Gregory and the name was agreed by the nine language groups of Traditional 
Owners represented in the region. 
Source:  NRETAS press release – http://newsroom.nt.gov.au/index.cfm?fuseaction=viewRelease&id=8768&d=5.  
 


