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August  Meeting: Wednesday 10 August 2016, 7.45 pm  
Tropical Cyclones & the ‘Hector’ storms on the Tiwi Islands ‐ Speaker: Jackson Browne 

August Field Trip: Sunday 14 August 2016, 8.30 am 

Holmes Jungle Monsoon Forest Walk with Tissa Ratnayeke 

• See page 2 for more details • 

Lots of activities are scheduled for Science Week (13‐21 August) this year. This newsletter contains information on the Club’s 
excursion to Holmes Jungle, the Club’s science‐themed movie night, as well as events at the Museum and Art Gallery of the 
Northern Territory, all of which are happening that week. The illustration above, which shows a Dingo’s skull from the 
MAGNT Terrestrial Vertebrate Collection, summarises these events. Photo: Michael Barritt. 
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Club Activities
August  Meet ing 

Tropical  cyclones &  the 'Hector' storms on the Tiwi Islands 
by  Jackson Browne

Wednesday 10 August 2016 7.45pm, Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina

Cyclones and storms are a part of l ife in the Top End but how 
much do we know about them?  

Jackson Browne is a meteorologist with the Darwin Regional 
Forecasting Centre Australian Bureau of Meteorology and 
will be giving us an insight into tropical cyclones and 
thunderstorms. 

He will examine their characteristics, how they form, mature 
and decay as well as letting us into the ?secrets? of 
forecasting. He will in particular focus on two severe tropical 
cyclones Monica and Lam, and ?Hector, the Convector? -  the 
thundercloud that forms regularly on the Tiwi Islands from 
September to March. It is one of the world?s largest 
thunderstorms, reaching heights of approximately 20 km.  

Future Field Nats Program.

September Meet ing:  Wed 14 AGM plus Geoff Carr on Introduction to Astronomy PLUS Silent Auction

September Field Trip: Sat 24-25 Overnight Camp at Territory Wildlife Park plus Astronomy with Geoff Carr on 
Saturday night. 

October Meet ing:  Wed 12. Aquatic Ecology with Jenny Davis 

October Field Trip: Sun 16. Explore wildlife in a bush remnant  at  the corner of Stuart HWY and Howard 
Springs turnoff

August  Field Trip - Holmes Jungle Monsoon Forest  Walk                                        
Walk led by Tissa Ratnayeke - Sunday 14 August 2016 -  8.30 am

This wonderful example of a monsoon forest on the edge 
of Darwin's northern suburbs is fed all year round by a 
fresh water spring. The walking track has recently been 
made over making this the most accessible habitat of its 
kind close to Darwin. View large buttressed trees and 
marvel at the spectacular stands of native Carpentaria 
palms. The track meanders through the forest and crosses 
Palm Creek several t imes. This place is home to many 
species of birds and butterf l ies  and of course the 
stunning  Golden Orb-weaver spiders. 

Bring binoculars and cameras. The walk is well shaded. Mosquitoes can sometimes be present so please come 
prepared. 

Direct ions: Enter the park off  Shoal Bay Road and continue straight on to the end without turning off  - the f irst 
few hundred metres are sealed and then its only about 1.5 km of dirt road - check club website for map. If   you 
require more details please contact Tissa on 0417 659 755.
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Club News
Comings and Goings

We welcome the new members to the club and look forward to seeing you at the next meeting or 
club f ield outing.

Membership Subscript ions are now due
Annual Subscriptions are now due.  If  you joined the club during 2016 your subscription will be valid until the 
end of June 2017 so does not need to be renewed at this time.

Annual membership fees are $25 for individuals, $30 for families and $15 concession. Membership expires on 
June 30 of every year.

You can join or renew your membership in person at the next meeting (Wednesday 10 August) or via EFT or 
post. 

All the details and forms for renewing your membership can be found on the club's website;

ht tp:/ / nt f ieldnatural ists.org.au

Membership Subscript ions are now due

SILENT BOOK AUCTION 
Wednesday 14 September at the AGM 

 Terrif ic natural  science books up for auct ion ?  make a bid! 

The Club will hold a silent book auction at the AGM on 7 September. Doors will open at  7 pm so you have 
plenty of t ime to browse the books and make a bid before the meeting starts. 

Here is a sample of just some of the fantastic books on offer: 

- Thomson, B.G. 1991. A Field Guide to Bats of the Northern Territory.
- Arnold, M. 1986. Northern Territory Wildlife: Paintings.
- Chatto, R. 2006. The Distribution and Status of waterbirds around the Coast and Coastal Wetlands of 

the Northern Territory.
- Hawkeswood, T. 1987. Beetles of Australia.
- Lazarides, M. et al. 1988. A Checklist of the Flora of Kakadu National Park and Environs, Northern 

Territory, Australia.
- Dunlop, C.R., Latz, P.K. & Maconochie, J.R. 1976. A Botanical Survey of Elcho Island July 1975.
- Northern Territory Department of Education. 1997. Exploring Manton Dam: Tropical Woodland 

Habitat.

AND LOTS LOTS MORE ..................

Not ice of  the NTFNC's 2016 Annual  General  Meet ing 
The Annual General Meeting of The NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. will be held at 7.45 pm on Wednesday 14 
September in Function Room, level 3, building Red 1, Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. Issues 
to be considered include:  

- President's report 
- The audited accounts for 2015-16 and Treasurer's report. Audited accounts will be available from 

Ilona Barrand (treasurer.ntfnc@gmailcom ) from 24 August onwards; 
- Election of Off ice Bearers and Management Committee for 2016-2017 (a nomination form will be 

included in September's newsletter) 

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au
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Interest ing Snippets /  Sight ings 
This section of the newsletter relies on NT Field Nats members letting other members know of any interesting 
snippets or sightings. You can let Lyn Lowe know of your  snippet or sighting at the monthly meeting or, if you are 
unable to attend please send an email to news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com so we can include it in the newsletter.

From the meeting in July:

We had a number of sightings of Gouldian Finches ? does that mean they are becoming more common? Angie 
Marles and her partner sighted a family of 4 Gouldians, adults and 2 duller brown juveniles at Edith Falls.

Aiden Campbel l  also saw a Gouldian Finch nearby along the Stuart Highway near Edith Falls, at about 20 km 
south of PIne Creek.

Tissa Ratnayeke was surprised to see a Barking Spider 
(Selenocosmia crassipes) in the middle of the road  (see 
photo to the right) while walking in Holmes Jungle one 
afternoon the week before this meeting. The sighting 
is unusual as they are nocturnal and seldom leave their 
deep burrows.

Congratulations also to Tissa, a photo of a  native 
Blue-banded Bee he had taken featured on the front 
cover of the 2016 Royal Darwin Show program booklet 
and is also on display on their website home page.

And Lyn Lowe had a lovely sighting this week /  19 July 
2016,  in excess of 320+ micro bats f lying at dusk from 
the direction of Homes Jungle across Kapok Circuit towards Karama Shopping Centre.  All this occurred within 
10 minutes between dusk and the time the stars came out and the sandflies began to bite.

Invitat ion to join the Field Nat?s Commit tee  
You are invited to join the Field Naturalist Committee. You?re welcome to join us a general 
committee member or take on a specialist role.  We are a small bunch who meets every month (the 
Tuesday after the club meeting) to keep the Field Nats NT ticking over. 

Contact Julie if  you would like explore the idea or ask any questions t: 8999 5108. 

Interest ing websites and stories:

Some of you may have seen this recent story regarding 
mangroves dying off  in the Limmen Bight area:

http:/ /www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-10/mangroves-die-off-
along-coast-of-qld-gulf-country-limmin-bight/7400626

See also this interesting and relevant website which club 
member Jacqueline Taylor is involved with;

www.topendcoasts.org.au

or if  you are interested to see what research is going on 
regarding  mangroves and other environmental and natural 
resource management, check  out the Research Institute for the 
Environment & Livelihoods website.

http:/ / riel.cdu.edu.au/

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-10/mangroves-die-off- along-coast-of-qld-gulf-country-limmin-bight/7400626
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-05-10/mangroves-die-off- along-coast-of-qld-gulf-country-limmin-bight/7400626
http://www.topendcoasts.org.au
http://riel.cdu.edu.au/
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Nat ional Science Week: August 13 - 21
The NT Field Naturalists? Club in conjunction with the RIEL & Co. Postgraduate Society will be hosting a National 
Science Week movie night as per details below. 

HIDDEN GEMS OF THE MAGNT COLLECTION
Saturday 13 August , 10am?12pm

Start National Science Week with a whole lot fun 

at MAGNT!  MAGNT is going deep into its collection 

stores and f inding all things about crocodiles! Join 

art curators, scientists, collection and conservation 

staff  to learn some fun and interesting facts. Kids 

can do crocodile-inspired art at our craft table or 

take on the MAGNT Explorer challenge.

MAGNT KIDS CLUB (FREE)
VENUE Discovery Centre

Artists and education specialists develop 
workshops for children inspired by the current 
exhibit ions, Indigenous Art or natural sciences. 
Held one Sunday every month this program is 
suitable for primary school children, ages 6 to 12.

MYSTERIES OF A HIDDEN WORLD (Cost  $5)
Sunday 21 August , 10am?12pm
Assemble MAGNT Information Desk

Explore the micro and macro worlds of the MAGNT 
garden and beach. Use your discoveries to make 
your own goggle-eyed insect!

Bookings: magnt.net.au

SCIENCE TALK (FREE)
ALCOOTA FOSSIL SITE
Sunday 21 August , 2pm

During the middle Miocene period, eight mill ion years 
ago, Australia drif ted north; this dramatically changed 
the climate and landscape. Once an ancient lake, 
Alcoota dried up and became a large fossil site of now 
extinct megafauna. Jared Archibald, Curator of Territory 
History, shares his insights about the 2016 f ield trip to 
Alcoota; the megafauna species found, the dig process, 
collection and reconstruction of bones and why this 
important fossil site informs palaeontologists about 
Australia?s ancient environment.

Wildl i fe Spot ter ?  the ABC?s cit izen science 
project

Australian wildlife scientists have set up automatic 
cameras that are snapping wildlife day and night. Now 
they need your help to analyse the mill ions of 
photographs they?ve captured. You can join in by 
heading to the Wildlife Spotter website at 
www.wildlifespotter.net.au. For local participation go 
to Northern Territory?s arid zone. As well as helping us 
understand living Australia, you could win one of two 
Go Pro Hero 4 cameras. School participants could win a 
visit from Dr Karl. 

http://magnt.net.au/
http://www.wildlifespotter.net.au
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July Club Meeting Report (1)
A Walking Trek to the Simpson Desert

Presentat ion, report  and photos by Louise Finch                                                                     

Dr Cecil Madigan conducted the 
f irst scientif ic expedition to cross 
the Simpson west to east just 
before the Second World War. 
Today many people have crossed 
west to east in 4WD convoys. 
They talk about conquering ?Big 
Red?, the big sand-dune over near 
Birdsville. Our ?trek? in May 2014 
was more ?old-school?. 

Andrew Harper led the trip. He 
was operating Australian Desert 
Treks when we went but now he has reduced his activity to 
Australian Desert Expeditions. This aspect of his business 
has a more scientif ic focus. He assists universit ies research 
remote parts of Central Australia with his camels in place 
of 4WDs ? despite what many people think ? that cannot go 
everywhere. His wonderful camel ?Morgan? ? who came 
with us ? successfully carried out huge pieces of previously 
undescribed fossil megafauna from the salt lakes in remote 
north-east South Australia. 

Eight cameleers and six of us along for the walk 
accompanied two strings of camels ? nine in each string. No 
camels were ridden but they carried everything we needed 

for a fortnight off-track. No water was provided for the 
camels ? the country was lush enough for them to extract 
all moisture needed from their favourite foods, a wattle 
and a Portulaca. 

We spent the f irst day driving south-east of Alice Springs 
through Aboriginal land and pastoral properties to start our 

walk from the Hale 
River f loodout. This 
where the river stops 
having a defined 
course. It just 
spreads out over the 
sand after rains. We 
walked 
approximately 150 
km south-east ? 
ending our trek close 
to the South 

Australian border.

The dunefield is stationary now. Only the crests are 
mobile. The dunefield is oriented NW?SE ref lecting 
prevailing winds in the arid past when the once lush 
interior dried up. Dunes are about 500 m apart. They 
have a gentle western side and a steeper eastern face 
and that?s how we walked across them ? up the gentle 
side, down the steep side and along the swale before 
climbing up the next one to the east. Eventually we 
emerged onto the Colson Track. It runs north-south 
and continues to scar the desert from oil exploration 
activit ies in the 1960s. The vehicle that dropped us at 
the Hale River one day out of Alice returned along this 
track to collect us. It took two days in the 4WD Oka to 
return to Alice. 

Each day followed the same pattern ? up before dawn: 
make the breakfast f ire, the cameleers had to locate 
and gather the camels that had been unloaded, 
hobbled and sent off  to forage the previous 
afternoon. We had to pack up swags and kit bags and 
take them to the camel that carried them the previous 
day, f il l personal waterbottles and then saddle and 
load the camels. This requires great care because the 
animals need well-balanced loads with no friction 
points if  they are to walk comfortably and safely until 
4.00 pm. Each beast has its own packsaddle to f it its 
own shape. Tying truckies knots and half-hitches were 
very useful skil ls to have. 

We aimed to be underway by 8.15-8.30 am and got 
more eff icient each day.  We had a mid-morning drink 
and snack break and 60 minutes exact for lunch which 
included ref il l ing water bottles, f irewood collection, 
brewing tea, eating, toilet stop and re-packing camels.  
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Once underway there was litt le t ime to do much more 
than keep up with the camels. They walk a steady pace 
and could be out of sight if  we stopped too long 
admiring scenery or wildf lowers. Many swales had old 
rabbit burrows and Triodia  (spinifex) clumps so trip 
hazards were everywhere if  you didn?t watch where you 
were going. 

A couple of us were interested in desert plants. In May 
the south-easters are gusty which made close-up 
photography a challenge ? additional to getting left 
behind. In turn we took pictures while the other 
watched where the camels had gone and held the plants 
stil l. It was obvious that there had been big f ires 
through. Eremophila bushes in the swales were all a 
dead brown. Fires follow high rainfall years. The ?red 
centre? had greened again when we were in the 
Simpson. Many wattles were on the verge of f lowering, 
Hakeas Grevillea and Eremophila and many herbs and 
grasses were in f lower including purple Parakeelya and 

a yellow Portulaca ? always on the east-facing slope to 
catch the morning sun. 

We encountered no full waterholes or f lowing 
watercourses so memorable birdlife was restricted to 
seeing a small f lock of Budgerigars near Santa Teresa 
hearing the hypnotic Chiming Wedgebill (Psophodes 
occidentalis) before dawn most days, catching glimpses of 
Wrens f lying away from us into or out of Cane Grass, the 
occasional raptor soaring in the distance and a small 
group of Inland Dotterels (Charadrius australis) on a 
clay-pan at the end of our trip. A couple of l izards and a 
snake and that?s about it. But the tracks left on the crests 

of dunes overnight spoke volumes about nocturnal 
wildlife. Snakes, l izards, scorpions, beetles, mole crickets, 
Australian Bustard (Ardeotis australis)?  

The walking itself  was the best part. A steady rhythm, the 
sound of your breathing, vegetation crackling underfoot, 
bush f l ies buzzing by ? didn?t miss the 4WD convoy 
experience one bit. 

Grevillea sp.

Yellow Portulaca sp.

Eremophila sp.

Parakeelya  sp.
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July Club Meet ing Report  (2)
Birds of Dunedin, Otepoti 

      Presentat ion and report  by Richard Wil lan

For the second presentation of the evening, Club President Richard Willan, delivered a 
PowerPoint presentation on some of the native New Zealand birds that he had seen during 
his trip to Dunedin in May this year. 

He made the point that the birds living in New Zealand now are a mixture of native and 
introduced European species. Many of the natives continue to decline in the face of 
monumental habitat change. 

Yellow-eyed Penguin /  Hoiho (Megadyptes 
antipodes). Coming ashore at night to roost at 
Penguin Place on Otago Peninsula. 
Photo: Neil Wright. 

Red-billed Gulls /  Tarapunga (Chroicocephalus 
scopulinus). Two Red-billed Gulls were all that 
braved the elements at St Clair Beach. 
Photo: Neil Wright. 

Blue-eyed Shags /  Karuhirui (Leucocarbo spp.). Recent 
genetic studies have revealed there are three species of 
Blue-eyed Shags in New Zealand: Top: Foveaux Shag 
(Leucocarbo stewarti); Middle:  Otago Shag (Leucocarbo 
chalconotus); Bottom: Chatham Island Shag (Leucocarbo 

onslowi). Painting: Derek Onley. 

Parson Birds /  Tui (Prosthemadera 
novaeseelandiae). Three tuis enjoying a 
breakfast of honey water at a bird feeder in 
Dunedin?s North East Valley. 
Photo: Neil Wright. 



Nature Territory - August 2016                                                                                                                                                              Page 9

Bird of the month - Rufous-banded Honeyeater
By Amanda Lil leyman

Bird: Rufous-banded Honeyeater (Conopophila 
albogularis) 

Family: Meliphagidae 

Size: 12 ? 14.5 cm 

Descript ion: This small honeyeater is brown on 
the back to neck and rump, with yellow primary 
feathers and a yellow tail. The head is dark 
pearl-grey with a white chin and throat. The 
breast has a rufous band across it and the 
underbelly is white. The bill is black-brown 
with blue-grey colour at the base of the lower 
mandible. While the two sexes of this species 
look alike, the male is slightly larger than the female. Juvenile plumage is similar to adult plumage 
but with more brown to the top and side of the head, off-white throat patch and underbelly, and the 
breast band is duller and a faint pale-brown wash at the side. Ecology: In Australia this honeyeater is 
found in the Northern Territory and northern Queensland. It is also found in New Guinea. The species 
prefers woodlands with wetlands and paperbark forests, monsoon vine forest, mangrove forests, and 
woodlands along coastlines. Rufous-banded Honeyeater forages in tree crowns, on the ground and 

amongst aquatic vegetation in swamps. The 
species feeds on arthropods (insects, 
sometimes spiders) and nectar (from Eucalyptus, 
Melaleuca trees). This species is known to breed 
throughout all months of the year but with 
concentrated patches from September to 
February with a large peak in 
September?October (late dry season) and 
second, smaller peak in January?March (late wet 
season). The nest is a deep cup made up of bark, 
grass, t ips of palm fronds and other plant 
material. 

In Darwin: Rufous-banded Honeyeater can be 
found all around Darwin, from the suburbs and 

the city centre, to mangrove forests, creek lines and woodlands. This is a common species and is often 
easily identif ied by its distinctive call (described as complicated and melodious). 

References: 
Higgins, P., Christidis, L. & Ford, H. (2016). Rufous-banded Honeyeater (Conopophila albogularis). In: 
del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. & de Juana, E. (eds.).Handbook of the Birds of the World 
Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. (retrieved from http:/ /www.hbw.com/node/60329 on 13 July 2016). 

Photo: Laurie Ross

Photo: Mat and Cathy Gilfedder

http://www.hbw.com/node/60329
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Club notices 
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Ilona Barrand.   

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to Emma 
Noonan at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or the Club's postal address, or contact her on 0417 321 130.   

Deadline for the September newsletter:   Monday 22 August 2016 
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/ 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:   
 

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, is delighted with the number of submissions he has received for the 
next  issue of  the Club’s  scientific  journal, Northern Territory Naturalist. He  cannot accept any 
more  submissions  with  a  guarantee  that  they  will  be  published  next  year.  All  the  present 
submissions are now in the editorial system. Volume 27 is going to be a bumper edition! 

 
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 
Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 PM (speaker at 8 PM).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php  or contact Russell Dempster on 8983 2131. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

New Home Needed ! The Club owns various items such as pull up banners, trestle tables, books and journals, 
all of which need to be stored. Up until now items have been stored at a Committee member’s home but this is 
no longer feasible, so we are asking if any member has a storage area that they would be willing to rent to the NT 
Field Nats. It will be necessary that the storage area is secure but that it is possible for a Committee member to 
have easy access. If someone can help, please ring or text Julia 0407270898.  

 

President: Richard Willan 08 8999 8238 (w) 

Secretary: Julie Wilson 0407 157 691 

Treasurer: Ilona Barrand  0400 261 311 

Committee Members:  Graham Brown  8945 4745 (h/w) 

 Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)  

 Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216 

 Julia Collingwood 

 Sarah Bonney 

Bird Life Liason Officer Amanda Lilleyman 8946 6470 (w) 

Newsletter Editor: Emma Noonan  

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are:  Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25; 
Concessions ‐ $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 


