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This blood-red rock-dwelling mushroom attracted much attention during the Club’s March field trip to Robin Falls. A few insects, 
mainly ants, were foraging underneath. It’s one of several species of fungi in the Top End similar to Boletellus emodensis which 
usually grows on tree trunks, however this one was sprouting out of the rock face. See page 6 for more images from the field trip. 
Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke.

April Meeting: Wednesday 12 April 2017, 7.45 pm
Watching the Bird Watchers - Denise Lawungkurr Goodfellow

April field trip: Sunday 23 April 2017
Fogg Dam Field Day - “The wonder of Wetlands”

• See page 2 for more details •
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Club Activities
April meeting:  Wednesday 12 April 7:45 pm.  Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina.

Watching the Bird Watchers - presented by Denise Lawungkurr 
Goodfellow
Denise has worked to support management of 
the NT’s natural resources since the 1970’s and 
was the Natural Resource Management Individual 
Champion, 2017. 

She is a renowned bird watching / natural history 
guide, environmental / Indigenous tourism 
consultant and writer. Denise has produced/
co-produced several bird and other fauna books 
aimed at protecting  habitat and bringing native 
wildlife to the attention of the public, both 
Australian and International.

In this presentation Denise summarises her PhD 
thesis in which she studied Americans who travel 
internationally with their spouse to watch birds.
This is the only research in existence on this 
very large segment of the birdwatching/wildlife 
tourism and ecotourism markets. 

While the focus is on birdwatching tourism, Denise’s findings also demonstrate just how women’s, seniors’ and 
couples’ voices can be largely invisible in a large tourism market. The findings have ramifications for government, 
parks authorities and business, not only in the US but Australia as well.

April field trip: Sunday 23 April, 8 am to 1 pm  (please note date is not the Club’s usual field trip date)

Fogg Dam Field Day - ‘The Wonder Of Wetlands’
After having a break for a few years the Fogg Dam Field Day is back. 

Field Nats have been supporters since the inception of this event so it will be no surprise to learn that we will 
again have a presence with our stall. Come out and enjoy the day’s activities.

A day for the whole family to enjoy with:

• guided walks to learn more about birds, 
natural history, dragonflies, butterflies, native 
plants

• lots of children’s activities

• talks from academics about wetland issues.

There will be interesting stalls to explore.

Litchfield Lions will have a sausage sizzle and the 
Caffein Queen will also be  there.

Fantastic prizes to be won.

Please check the following link at Friends of Fogg Dam website where a list of events is soon to be posted  
http://foggdamfriends.org/friends-of-fogg-dam/events/
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January Field Trip 1 – Darwin Aquaculture Centre
On 15 January the Club ran a successful behind the scenes tour to the Darwin Aquaculture Centre at Channel 
Island. This government-run facility presently uses broodstock to supply aquaculture enterprises with juvenile 
fishes and molluscs. One of the memorable sights for the 40 or more participant was the long clear plastic 
cylinders containing various shades of brown and green algal/planktonic cultures that are a source of food 
for the first stages of life for many marine creatures. Elsewhere we observed Fluted Giant Clams (Tridacna 
squamosa) that glow deep blue under UV light. Thanks to Eloise Wigger for organising the visit.
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January Field Trip 2 – Channel Island Reef Walk
A spring low tide on the morning of January 15 provided a wonderful opportunity to explore the tropical tidal reef 
beneath the Channel Island bridge. These reefs are adapted to exposure at low tide and are of a completely differant 
form to the ocean reefs such as the Great Barrier Reef. Corals, sponges, a puffer fish with swallowed hook and line plus 
a lone sea cucumber made for an interesting walk led by Richard Willan, Senior Curator of Molluscs at the Museum.
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1. Low tide; the exposed reef viewed from Channel Island bridge. 2. Club members soon forgot clambering down the steep rocky slope 
besides the bridge as they explored the reef. 3. The shade provided by the bridge encourages a profusion of multi-coloured sea sponges that 
would otherwise live only subtidally. 4. Moseley’s Coral (Moseleya latistellata). 5. Two different species of soft corals of the family Alcyoniidae 
(the brown one with transverse ridges on the right in this photo is Lobophytum sp. and the green/yellow one with a smooth dorsal surface 
on the left is Sarcophyton sp.) growing naturally besides each other. 6. Brain Coral (Platygyra sinensis). 7. Slipper Coral (Symphyllia recta). 8. A 
colony of green faviid coral (Favites sp.).
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January Field Trip 3 – Shoal Bay in the Monsoon

The bouts of the monsoon during the wet season in the 
Top End cause havoc for marine life in the sea. Huge 
swells tear encrusting animals and plants away from 
their rocks and carry them onto the seashore. Apart 
from diving, this is the only chance many people would 
actually have to meet creatures like sea mosses, feather 
stars and sea squirts. 

This field trip on 29 January was to Lee Point to see 
what treasures had been delivered courtesy of the 
monsoon. Sadly for us, the monsoon hadn’t been 
severe enough to deliver the expected bounty. 
Nevertheless under the leadership of Richard Willan 
we had an enjoyable stroll on the beach with plenty of 
other interesting marine life to observe.

Photos: Katie Weiss

Clockwise from top left:

A confused Terrestrial Hermit Crab (Coenobita variabilis) emerges 
from its house of a recycled murex shell (Murex macgillivrayi) to find 
out where the substrate has gone. 

One of the more attractive subtidal sea shells washed ashore by 
the first bout of the monsoon is a specimen of the Dauphin Snail 
(Angaria delphinus).

A large and normally aggressive Common  Moon Crab (Matuta 
victor) was easy to catch and handle because the high temperature 
of the water in its pool had rendered it torpid.

One of the rarely-seen creatures that normally live in mid-ocean is 
the Sea Gooseberry (Pleurobrachia pileus).

The cuttle-bone [the internal shell of Smith’s Cuttlefish (Sepia 
smithi)] has obvious marks left by the teeth of the dolphin that 
caught and ate it.
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March Field Trip - Robin Falls
Report and photos by Tissa Ratnayeke

Robin Falls is situated approximately 130 km from 
Darwin, the turn off is on the old Stuart Highway just 
south of the town Adelaide River. The night before, 
weather radar showed a large tropical storm passing 
over this area however on the morning of Sunday 12 
March we awoke to clear blue skies, a good sign for 
the day.

Approximately 25 persons turned up for the walk, 
including several new faces. Apart from one group of 
people camping in a large tent we seemed to have 
the area to ourselves. It’s a pleasant shaded walk up 
stream along the creek, there is no formed track and 
in places a little bit of agility was required to negotiate 
the boulders.

A few species of Argiope (northern versions of St 
Andrew’s Cross Spiders) were observed as was 
one Green Tree Ant mimicking spider that had just 
caught its namesake. Insect numbers weren’t many, 
a few damselflies, dragonflies (primarily Painted 
Grasshawks), butterflies (Australian Crow, Grass 
Yellow, Orange Ringlet), to just name a few.

The waterfall cascades into two small shallow pools 
and the majority in the group took the opportunity to 
have a refreshing dip. Having returned to the carpark 
around 11.30 am, and it being close to lunch, we 
decided to meet at the nearby Adelaide River Inn to 
round off a wonderful relaxed excursion. Thanks to 
Graham Brown for organising the trip.

Clockwise from top right: 
Graham Brown (with butterfly net) speaks to the group at the start 
of the walk. 
Boulder hopping on sections of the track. 
Native tree-dwelling orchids (Dendrobium affine) were growing on 
the trunks of some trees.
A male Painted Grasshawk (Neurothemis stigmatizans). 
A welcome sight, Robin Falls.
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Figure 1: Subfossils collected from Shoal Bay beach, Gunn Point. (A) Mud lobster (Thalassina squamifera) with exposed abdomen and one 
almost fully intact claw; (B) A black coloured, highly polished mud lobster with abdomen and legs fully exposed; (C) Oxidized and eroded shell 
of the Corrugate Lucine Clam (Austriella corrugata) - the two shell valves are completely filled with and cemented together by mudstone; 
(D) Heavily mineralised shell of the Longbum (Telescopium telescopium; (E) Eroded shell of the Lesser Longbum (Terebralia semistriata) 
completely filled with mudstone.

Beast of the Month – Mangrove Subfossils
Text and photos by Adam Bourke

References: Murray, P.F. and Hanley, J.R., (1986). Unmuddling the mud lobster; observations on the age and taphonomy of fossil Thalassina. 
Beagle: Records of the Museums and Art Galleries of the Northern Territory, 3(1), pp. 59-70.

Every wet season along a small stretch of Shoal Bay 
beach near Gunn Point, an assortment of mangrove 
subfossils washes ashore after the monsoonal storms 
unleash their fury along our Top End coastline. These 
subfossils include numerous mangrove invertebrates 
cemented in calcareous mudstone, but the most 
commonly encountered specimens are the exoskeletal 
remains of the mangrove mud lobster (Thalassina 
squamifera).  Other subfossils include mud whelk 
shells, broken segments of crab and Mud Lobster 
burrow casts, mangrove lucine clams, teredo worm 
tubes, nerite shells and fossilised mangrove wood. 

Although the Gunn Point subfossils display the 
characteristics of ‘true fossils’ (i.e. ancient, fossilised 
remains of a probably extinct organism), they are in 
fact geologically recent, estimated to be only around 

5500 years old, or younger. In fact, all species are still 
alive today. Due to the nature of mangrove forests 
and the constant mixing of the muddy sediments 
by fauna, the fossilisation of shells and wood can be 
rapid. Through chemical processes in the soil, buried 
objects can be quickly fossilised and encased in mud. 
Erosion of this hardened mud over time is what allows 
us to see more of the hidden features of the fossil 
underneath. The mud lobster subfossils of Gunn Point 
usually have highly polished surfaces with much the 
body exposed, caused by the mechanical effects of 
wave action. For these reasons they are regarded as 
some of the best specimens found in the Northern 
Territory. For anyone interested in getting a free mud 
lobster subfossil please email me at  
adamjohn.bourke@gmail.com. 
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Club notices 

 

 
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Sarah Bonney.   
Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to Michael Stott 
at news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com or phone 0438 650 835.   
Deadline for the May newsletter:  Friday 21 April 2017 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/ 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Northern Territory Naturalist:   
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, wants to let people know there is still time to submit articles for this year’s issue. The 
deadline for submission of articles is the end of April. Richard would welcome Short Notes from members 
documenting signs of environmental change. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are:  Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25; 
Concessions ‐ $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

President: Richard Willan 8999 8238 (w) 
Secretary: Dianna Lambert 0409 767 570 
Treasurer: Sarah Bonney  0401 188 099 
Committee Members:  Graham Brown  8945 4745 (h/w) 
 Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)  
 Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216 
 Julia Collingwood 
 Eloise Wigger 
Bird Life Liason Officer Denise Goodfellow  
Newsletter Editor: Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 
Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

Newsletter Editor Announced 
Long time Club member Michael Stott is to be the Club's new Newsletter Editor. Michael, who is also the 
partner of Denise Lawungurr Goodfellow, will be able to use his wealth of knowledge of the Top End's natural 
history to continue providing an informative newsletter to our members. 

Thank you to Emma Noonan for her time as Newsletter Editor, a role she balanced well with her work 
commitments of having to regularly travel remotely. 


