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This striking image of a Black Flying Fox (Pteropus alectro) won First Place in the Fauna category and it was also the Overall 
Winner in the 2017 Northern Territory Field Naturalists? Club Wildlife Photographic Competition. All the prize winners of this 
competition, as well as the story behind this winning image, are given on page 10 in this newsletter. Photo: Judy Leitch.

Oct ober  Meet ing: Wed 11 Oct, 7.45 pm - Birding Trip to Sri Lanka - Mike Jarvis 

Oct ober  f ield t r ip: Sat 14 Oct, 5.30 pm - Microbat Spotting at Holmes Jungle

- See pages 2 and 3 for  m ore det ails -
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October Meeting 

Birding Trip to Sri Lanka with Mike Jarvis

Wednesday 11 October, 7.45 pm,  Function Room, level 3, Red 1, CDU Casuarina

 Summary:  In 2016 a Sri Lankan tour company asked if  we would consider bringing 
?Experience the Wild? tours to Sri Lanka. Our response was ?sure, but we have never been 
there, so would have to experience a bird 
tour in Sri Lanka ourselves f irst?. 
Arrangements were made and Jenny and I 
enjoyed a private 15 day tour of this 
paradisiac island with one of their most 
experienced guides, Upali Ekanayake, in 
January this year. We read a few books on 
Sri Lankan wildlife and history in 
anticipation of our tour. All our 
expectations were exceeded! We were 
thril led with the biodiversity of wildlife 
and habitats, and delighted to f ind that 
the Sri Lankan people value their wild 
places and have preserved a large portion 
of their island with minimal interference from humans. Sri Lanka is roughly the size of 
Tasmania and has the population of all of Australia. Despite this there are over 500 
protected areas in the form of national parks and nature reserves. 

Since the civil war ended in 2009, Sri Lanka is now a safe place to visit, people are friendly 
and the infrastructure to 
accommodate visitors is 
for the most part good and 
improving.  

Biography:  Mike and 
Jenny Jarvis are Darwin 
residents and members of 
NT Field Naturalists since 
moving to Darwin in 2007. 
They own and operate 
?Experience the Wild? 
which specialises in 
birding and nature tours in 
the Top End. 

A hornbill alighted on the ripe fruit of a palm tree. 
Photo: Mike Jarvis. 

An inquisitive Ceylon Blue Magpie checks out a spotting scope. Photo: Mike Jarvis. 
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October Field Trip

Microbat Spotting at Holmes Jungle with Damian Milne

Saturday 14 October at 5.30 pm sharp at Holmes Jungle Picnic Area

Compared to most mammal groups, very litt le is known 
about bats, particularly in the Top End. However, bats are 
known to play a crit ical role in the environment, 
particularly in terms of seed dispersal and insect 
regulation. 

Dr Damian Milne is a 
scientist with the 
Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources. He has been 
studying the ecology of 

microbats in the Top End of the Northern Territory for the 
past 20 years. 

Damian will describe some of the amazing features of our 
Top End bats species, how they navigate and feed, talk 
about bat diseases and transmission, and dispel some of those urban myths about bats. 

We will set up some specialised bat traps, l isten to their 
echolocation through a bat detector, and - hopefully - have 
a look at a real l ive bat or two. 

WHERE: Holmes Jungle Nature Reserve - main picnic area. 

WHEN: Saturday 14 October at 5.30 pm sharp* (for 
approximately 2?3 hours). 

WHAT TO BRING: Torch, insect repellent, water. Long pants 
and sleeves may be required depending on how bad the 
biting insects are. 

*SPECIAL INFORMATION:  The main gates to Holmes Jungle 
Reserve will be locked at 6 pm, so make sure you arrive at 
5.30 pm promptly. We will have a key to get out of the 

Reserve at the end of the night. 

 
Bare-rumped Sheathtail Bat (Saccolaimus 
saccolaimus). This species is usually 
characterised by white flecks or blotches 
on the upper side, but compared to 
elsewhere, populations in the Top End 
lack them. Photo: Bruce Taubert.

The Ghost Bat (Macroderma gigas) is the 
largest of the carnivorous bats in Australia.  
Photo: Bruce Taubert. 

Northern Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus 
arnhemensis). Photo: Bruce Taubert.
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Help needed!
Parks and Wildlife have put considerable effort into eradicating Tree Sparrows from the 

Muirhead area over the last 7 months.  So far nearly 80 of the significant pest exotic birds have 
been removed, however it is possible that a straggler or three may still be present, to again 

start to breed up the population.  As there are at best only a few birds over a largish area it is 
difficult for one or two Rangers to find them. As such, Parks and Wildlife are requesting the 
assistance of the Field Nats and other interested persons to do a ?missing bird line search? 

through Muirhead to cover the whole suburb at once. 

 Date: Thursday, 19 October 2017. 

Time: 08.00 hours. 

Meeting Point: Cnr Bridge Street and Changsha, see attached map. 
(park along drainage zone). 

Aim: To spread out along Bridge Street and walk through Muirhead to
Lee Point Road. 

RSVP: Ray Chatto
Tel: 08 8995 5054   Mob: 0401 115 702  E:mail: ray.chatto@nt.gov.au 
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September Field Trip Report - 

Spotlighting at Fogg Dam by Diana Lambert 

A group of eight enthusiastic members, all expertly armed with anti-mosquito and anti-midge 
protection, met for the night-spotting f ield trip at Fogg Dam?s rotunda at 7.00pm. The weather 
was not-too-balmy, clear and the new 
moon was only three days away. Tim 
Porter, the Community Engagement 
Off icer for NT Parks and Wildlife, led the 
2.5 hour walk along the Lily Pond 
Boardwalk track and shared his 
professional knowledge and experience 
of the Reserve, off icially designated by 
Australian Geographic as a SBL 
(Signif icant Birding Location). Whilst the 
number of sightings during the evening 
was not extraordinary, the combination 
of amiable weather conditions and small 
group enabled stand-out quality viewing 
of each phenomenon found. 

All participants agreed that the mere 
experience of standing on a viewing 
platform without torchlight, l istening to 
the close conversation of several Barking 
Owls and the splashing of water creatures, 
all under the bright cloak of the Milky Way up above was, in itself  alone, an extraordinary 
experience. 

Species List 

- Black Flying Fox (Pteropus alecto) 
- Agile Wallaby (Macropus agilis) 
- Orange-footed Scrub-fowl (Megapodus reinwardt) 
- Barking Owl (Ninox connivens peninsulae) 
- Torresian Imperial Pigeon (Ducula spilorrhoa) 
- Nest of the Rufous-banded Honeyeater (Conopophila albogulais) 
- Freshwater Crocodile (Crocodylus johnstoni) 
- Dahl?s Aquatic Frog (Litoria dahlii) 
- Marbled Frog (Limnodynastes convexiusculus) 
- Cane Toad (Rinella marina) 
- Floodplain Toadlet (Uperoleia inundata) 
- Roth's Tree Frog (Litoria rothii)  
- Green Tree Frog (Litoria caerulea)

Roth's Tree Frog (Litoria rothii) out hunting on a palm frond. 
Photo: Diana Lambert
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- Wolf Spider (Lycosidae) 
- Green Ant (Oecophylla smaragodina) 
- Graphic Flutterer (Rhyothemis graphiptera)  

The f lora spectacle along the boardwalk was the beautifully 
f lowering Freshwater Mangrove (Barringtonia acutangula). 

The group was accompanied at all t imes by unidentif ied microbats 
of dif ferent sizes and presenting dif ferent calls. They were 
obviously present due to the torchlights which attracted 
wholesome insect food. (It is hoped that Dr. Damien Milne who is 
leading the next NTFNC f ield Trip on microbat spotting in Octobetr 
will shed some light on the probable identif ication of these 
species). 

To end the night's event on a delightful note, when driving along 
Anzac Parade to the Arnhem Highway, all participants witnessed an extraordinary sighting of 
an owl standing in the middle of the road under the beam of the headlights. In its left foot, it 

f irmly clutched a small marsupial. At f irst glance, the 
bird appeared to be a Barn Owl. However, its location 
(the ecotone between forest and open plain), its 
thick, feathered legs and the fact that it allowed 
people to get close in the strong headlights, strongly 
indicate that it was an Australian Masked Owl (Tyto 
novae hollandiae kimberli). To add to the ?for? 
argument, a masked owl was seen in the same 
location a couple of years ago. Without an expert, it 
was a dif f icult call. If  it was not this species, then it 
would have been the well-known Eastern Barn Owl 
(Tyto javanica). To all present, the evening ended as it 
began ? in awe, wonder and mystery. 

A green spider 
Photo: Diana Lambert

Green tree frog (Litoria caerulea) 
Photo: Diana Lambert

Upcoming Field Nat Activities
November Meet ing - Wed 8 - Re-Introduction of Quolls to Kakadu Nat Park -         
Chris Jolly 

November Field Trip - Sat 11 - Build up bio blitz at Mary River Wilderness Retreat - 
Diana Lambert 

December Field  Trip - Sun 3 - Christmas party - George Brown Botanic Gardens

December Meet ing - Wed 13 - BushBlitz Trip to Bradshaw Station - Michael Hammer
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Beast of the Month - Mangrove Forceps Crab

Text and Photos by Adam Bourke

Waiting patiently on the forest f loor, pincers fully extended in attack position, a 
predator waits motionless for its next meal. For an unsuspecting crab or snail that 
unwittingly ventures too close to this ?sit-and-wait kil ler? the outcome can go either 
way: a near miss or a slow methodical death involving sysytematic crushing followed 
by surgical extraction of the victim?s soft f leshy parts with a specially modif ied, 
forceps-shaped pincer. Although gruesome in detail, this is all in a day?s (or night?s) 
work for the Mangrove Forceps Crab (Epixanthus dentatus) (Figure 1). Being a member 
of the family Oziidae, the Mangrove Forceps Crab has markedly dimorphic (i.e. 
dif ferent shaped) pincers, the smaller of which is, as the name implies, shaped like a 
pair of forceps (Figure 2). As with all other members of the family, this species also 
has a curved molariform tooth at the base of the dactyl on its major claw.  This 
specially curved tooth is used for crushing snail shells and the carapaces of other 
crabs, and when inserted into the opening of a shell, acts like a can-opener, cutting a 
small channel through the shell while systematically breaking off  small pieces and 
exposing the f lesh. Once enough of the shell or carapace is removed, the thin, 
forceps-shaped pincer is inserted into the shell to pick out the soft body parts piece 
by piece. 

Mangrove Forceps Crabs are entirely restricted to the mangrove forests of the 
Indo-west Pacif ic region and typically grow between 40?80 mm in carapace width. 
Their colouration is a rather drab brownish purple, dotted with pale yellow or 

Figure 1: Mangrove Forceps Crab (Epixanthus dentatus) waiting in ambush with dimorphic pincers fully 
extended in attack position. Note the curved molariform tooth at the base of the datyl on the large pincer (left) 
and the conspicuous forceps-shaped smaller pincer on the right. 
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orangish speckles. Around Darwin, crabs l ive within the Rhizophora mangrove zone, 
and if  you?re lucky enough to see one, they?re usually found waiting in ambush with 
their backs against the stilt roots of a tree like the one in the accompanying 
il lustration. Studies have shown that this species eats pretty much any small 
invertebrate it can catch, but generally crabs feed upon snails and other resident 
crabs (including crabs its own size). In local forests crabs have a penchant for 
tree-climbing snails such as the Angulate Ear Snail (Cassidula angulifera) and the Black 
Nerite (Nertia balteata). Broken shell fragments of the latter are often found in small 
piles near the lair or favoured hunting spot of crabs, indicating this ambush kil ler is 
not too far away. 

References: 

Cannicci, S., Ruwa, R. K., Giuggioli, M., & Vannini, M. (1998). Predatory activity and spatial strategies of Epixanthus dentatus 
(Decapoda: Oziidae), an ambush predator among the mangroves. Journal of Crustacean Biology, 18(1), pp. 57?63. 

Davie, P. J., Guinot, D., & Ng, P. K. (2015). Systematics and classif ication of Brachyura. Treatise on zoology?anatomy, 
taxonomy, biology. The Crustacea, 9, pp. 1049?1130. 

Vannini, M., Cannicci, S., & Fratini, S. (2001). Prey selection of Epixanthus dentatus (Crustacea: Brachyura: Eriphiidae) as 
determined by its prey remains. Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United Kingdom, 81(3), pp. 455?459. 

 Figure 2: Magnified view of the distinctive, forceps-shaped pincer of the aptly-named Mangrove Forceps Crab 
(Epixanthus dentatus). 
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Bird of the month ? Orange-footed Scrubfowl
By Denise Lawungkurr Goodfellow

Bird: Orange-footed Scrubfowl 
(Megapodius reinwardt) 

Order: Galliformes 

Family: Megapodiidae 

Size: 35-50 cm. 

Description: A plump, dark bird with a 
small crest and powerful orange legs.  It 
f l ies clumsily with much noisy f lapping.  
The young resemble quail in appearance. 

Ecology: Orange-footed Scrubfowl is a 
bird of monsoon forest and 
well-established gardens.  The species is omnivorous, feeding on vegetable matter and 
invertebrates.  Orange-footed Scrubfowl breed from August to July, and like other 
megapodes use external means of incubating their eggs, building huge nests of vegetation 
that, as it decomposes, incubates the eggs.  The male tests the temperature of the nest with 
thermo-receptors located in and around the beak, and removes or adds vegetation to heat or 
cool the nest, the temperature change inf luencing the sex and size of hatchlings.  The young 
are independent from hatching.   

Where found: This species is found in coastal northern Australia with other subspecies in 
parts of New Guinea and Indonesia. It is common in Darwin and Palmerston gardens. 

Notes: The Kunwinjku  people of western Arnhem Land call this bird Kurrkurldanj (pers comm 
M. and Rev. P. Nganjmirra and E. Managku).  It is known as Kirril ima on the Tiwi Islands (pers 
comm L. Puruntatameri).  While Top End gardeners often curse the bird for scratching up their 
t idy gardens, the Tiwi regard Scrubfowl with reverence.  Leon Puruntatameri says it 
represents his clan group the Kurupuwu/Puruntatameri family, and that the bird f lew from 
the mainland to the Islands to herald his birth. 

Annual  General  Meet ing

Our Annual General Meeting was held on 13 September 2017 following which 
vacancies stil l exist.  Also, our Treasurer position will become vacant in November 
and a  replacement is urgently needed!  This position can be shared amongst two 
people so please consider volunteering your services.  

YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!

Orange-footed scrubfowl Photo:www.birdsinbackyards.net
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2017 Northern Territory Field Naturalists? Club 
Wildlife Photographic Competition

By Richard Willan

Wednesday 30 August was a special event on the calendar for the NT Field Naturalists? Club because it 
was the night of the prizegiving ceremony for the 2017 Photographic Competit ion. 

Instigated in 2015, this 
competit ion allows entrants to 
express, through photographs, 
their technical skil l and also their 
knowledge of the animals, plants 
and natural habitats of the 
Northern Territory. 

The 2017 competit ion, which was 
more digitally-oriented than its 
predecessor, had four phases. 
Firstly, entrants submitted their 
photographs directly onto a 
website and payments were made 
simultaneously to Paypal. Next, all 

the entries were judged on-line. 
Next, the winning entries and runners up in all categories were printed professionally in large format 
together with a short essay that gave context to the image. Lastly, these prints were displayed in a 
formal exhibit ion held in the Northern Territory Library (Parliament House) from 9 August to 31 
October. This competit ion attracted much attention and ref lected very well on the Club as well as the 
photographers themselves. This article is a summary of the competit ion itself , the categories, the 
winners and the sponsors. 

Judy Leitch deserves top bill ing in this summary of the competit ion, as her very impressive photograph 
of a Black Flying Fox, t it led ?Black on Blue?, was the 
overall winner of competit ion and also the winner of 
the Fauna category. As written by Judy, the story 
behind this photograph is: ?Flying Foxes are amongst 
the most maligned native mammals in Australia. Where, 
and when I can, I l ike to photograph them to promote 
the species and inform in the media as the opportunity 
arises. In Pine Creek, the Black Flying Fox colony was 
suddenly stirred up. It was the late in the afternoon, 
with the sun stil l high in the sky. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to position myself  with the sun behind me 
to photograph them as they constantly f lew low over 
the camera. The shimmer and transparency of their 
wings was a real joy. Their coats had a gossamer sheen 
in that l ight. Nikon D750, Lens: 300.0 mm f/4.0 + 1.4 TC 
1/2000 sec at f /  7.1 420 mm, ISO 1600. Pine Creek, 

Judy Leitch's winning photograph "Black on Blue" of a Black 
Flying Fox (Pteropus alectro) won First Place in the Fauna 
category and it was also the Overall Winner. 

The prize giving ceremony. The prizes were awarded by The Hon. Katrina Fong Lim, 
Lord Mayor of the City of Darwin. Photo: Michael Barritt.



Nature Territory - October 2017 Page 11

2017.? One of the judges summed up the winning qualit ies of this photograph as: ?Great exposure 
and composition with plenty of space. Love it.? 

Judy, l ike all the other winners and runners up, is happy to have this photograph printed on the front 
cover of Nature Territory, and the Organising Subcommittee of the Competit ion thanks her for 
entering and sharing this wonderful image with all members of the Club. In fact, Judy scooped three 
prizes in the competit ion ? winner of Fauna category, winner of Seniors category, and Best Overall 
Photograph. Congratulations Judy. 

The Compet it ion was open to amateur photographers (i.e., both Club members and the public). All the 
photos entered had to have been taken in the Northern Territory. 

The Organising Commit tee for the 2017 Northern Territory Field Naturalists? Club Wildlife 
Photographic Competit ion was myself  (Chair), Diana Lambert and Lyn Lowe. 

 The Judges were Régis Martin, Julianne Osborne and Tracy Ryan. 

 The Categories for the competit ion were: 

- Landscape 
- Plants (f lora) 
- Animals (fauna)
- Human Impact (both positive and negative) 
- Juniors 
- Seniors 
- Organising Committee?s Choice Overall Best Photograph  

The Seniors category was newly introduced for the 2017 competit ion as it recognises the 
photographic skil ls of older people. Seniors have, in fact, learnt how to take photographs of wildlife 
twice in their l ives; init ially with manual f ilm cameras and more recently with digital cameras. So the 
digital photographs in this exhibit ion represent an achievement by seniors in mastering new 
technology, as well as using their understanding, knowledge and passion to inspire younger people. 

The List  of  Prizewinning Entries follows, but the Club is grateful to all the entrants for such a 
successful competit ion. 

 Overal l  Best  Photograph 

Judy Leitch with photo tit led ?Black on Blue? 

Landscape 

Winner. Judy Leitch with photo tit led ?Quiet Pink Tide, Buffalo Creek? 

Runner up. Chantele Cowley with photo tit led ?Flame of Ngurra-Kurla? 

Plants (f lora) 

Winner. Andrew Bell with photo tit led ?Cycas conferta and Granite Boulders? 

Runner up. Lesley Alford with photo tit led ?Osbeckia australiana at Rapid Creek? 

Animals (fauna) 

Winner. Judy Leitch with photo tit led ?Black on Blue? 

Runner-up. Janis Otto with entry tit led ?Bush Stone-curlew in Hiding? 
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Human Impact  

Winner. Neil Wright with photo tit led ?Dying For a Drink? 

Runner up. Janis Otto with photo tit led ?Whistling Kite with Possum? 

Juniors 

No prizes awarded 

Seniors 

Winner. Judy Leitch with photo tit led ?Back Lit? 

Organising Commit tee?s Choice 

Winner. Jon Clark with photo tit led ?Red Swamp Dragon dragonfly at Holmes Jungle? 

The competit ion was greatly strengthened by numerous Sponsors who were generous with both their 
t ime and gif t vouchers. They were: 

 SPONSORS 

Bellette Media 

Charles Darwin University Postgraduate Society 

Corroboree Billabong Wetland Cruises 

Council of the Ageing [NT] 

Ethical Adventures 

Experience the Wild 

Northern Territory Library 

NT Bird Specialists 

Padakul Aboriginal Cultural Tours 

Sea Darwin 

Yellow Water Cruises 

PUBLICITY 

Council of the Ageing [NT] 

Denise Lawungkurr Goodfellow 

NT News 

Palmerston and Rural Youth Services Network 

Tissa Ratnayeke 

Michael Stott 

TECHNICAL PRODUCTION 

Adelaide Websites 

Bellette Media 

Gary Single 

Susie Stockwell 

FINANCIAL AND GENERAL ASSISTANCE 

[NT] Department of Corporate and Information 
Services 

[NT] Off ice of Senior Territorians 

Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory 

[NT] Territory Families 
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Club notices 
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Sarah Bonney.   

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com  

Deadline for the November newsletter:  Friday 20 October 2017 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/ 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:   

Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that the time for submission of articles for this year's issue has now closed. 
The clutch of papers for volume 28 is now going through the editorial system . Publication is expected in October. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are:  Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25; 
Concessions ‐ $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

President: Richard Willan 8999 8238 (w) 

Secretary: Diana Lambert 0409 767 570 

Treasurer: Sarah Bonney  0401 188 099 

Committee Members:  Graham Brown  8945 4745 (h/w)

 Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)  

 Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216 

 Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874 

Bird Life Australia Liason Officer: Denise Goodfellow  

Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 


