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 Novem ber  2018

Tissa Ratnayeke uploaded to our Facebook page this photo of a Dollarbird vocally advertising its presence. These birds are wet 
season migrants to the Top End. Check out Chitter Chatter on page 10 for a selection of other uploads over October. 
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November Meeting
Critters to Avoid when Enjoying the Outdoors by Nina Kurucz

Wednesday 14 November, 7.45 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 2.1.51

Sum m ary: In the Northern Territory, there are a number of insects of medical importance. These 

insects are best avoided, as their bites and stings can lead to medical conditions, with some 

insects also able to transmit serious diseases. This presentation discusses some of the insects of 

medical importance and outlines the biting insect surveillance and control programs carried out 

by the Medical Entomology unit of the Department of Health in the Northern Territory. 

Biography: Nina Kurucz did her Masters degree in Environmental Management followed by a 

Masters in general ecology at Charles Darwin University, before starting a career as a Technical 

Officer and later as the Operations Manager at the Medical Entomology unit in Darwin in 2001. In 

2013 Nina took on the role of Director of Medical Entomology, with the unit responsible for biting 

insect surveillance and control NT wide.   

Upcoming Field Nats Activities

Decem ber  Meet ing:  Wednesday 12 - Ruth Patterson, Fisheries Division

Decem ber  Field Tr ip:  Sunday, 2 - Christmas party at George Brown Botanic Gardens

 Female mosquito Uranotaenia diagonalis. Photo supplied by Nina Kurucz.
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November Field Trip
Duke Street Rainforest with Richard Willan

Saturday 17 November at 8.30 pm

This field trip caters for those Club members who have 

requested an ?easy? local field trip, a trip on a Saturday, as well as 

an opportunity to get to know the native trees, shrubs and 

weeds of the Darwin area. It will also be an opportunity to note 

the birds and other fauna species that inhabit this unique 

habitat. The location is close to the heart of Darwin city. This 

remnant patch of (once-magnificent) rainforest, whose 

composition is unique in the Darwin area, was preserved and 

tended by a landcare group until recently. Unfortunately Cyclone 

Marcus took a heavy toll and the formerly closed canopy of the 

forest is now extensively open allowing a lot of light to reach the 

forest floor. Fortunately most of the giant old trees, several of 

which are the largest of their kind around Darwin, survived the 

cyclone and the (well-intentioned) post-cyclone clean-up gangs. 

Everything in the forest should be sprouting back into life now 

that the wet season is close. We can even do some landcare of 

our own by pulling out some of the more aggressive exotic 

weeds that threaten to smother the native plants. 

Can you work out what the adjoining photo is? Richard took it in the Duke Street Rainforest on his 

reconnoitre for this field trip. Those who come along will find out what it is and why it is significant.  

Where t o m eet : 8.30 am. Forecourt of Darwin Honda car dealers, on the corner of the Stuart 

Highway and Duke Street, Stuart Park. 

What  t o br ing: hat, (lots of) water, enclosed footware, insect repellent. 

Endurance scale: 1 (out of 10). Very easy walk. 

Publications
Latest publications to arrive at NT Field Nats and available at General Meetings.  Please feel free 
to browse through and borrow. 

QNC News:Newsletter of The Queensland Naturalists? Club Inc, No 341 Nov-Dec 2018.   

Birds Queensland Newslet t er :  Vol 49, Nos 9. and 10., November and December 2018   

Geelong Naturalist:  Monthly magazine of the Geelong Field Naturalists? Club Inc., Vol 54, No. 
6. October 2018   

The Naturalist News:  Published for Naturalists in Western Australia, October and November 
2018 
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October Field Trip Report (Pictorial)
Microbat Spotting at Holmes Jungle with Damian Milne

Saturday 13 October 2018

 Text and photos by Tissa Ratnayeke

A pleasant cool change came across the hilltop picnic area at Holmes Jungle as we gathered with 

guest speaker and bat researcher Damian Milne. Damian provided a very informative and thought 

provoking presentation on these litt le insectivorous bats - in some laboratory experiments bats 

have consumed more than 1,000 insects an hour so just extrapolate that to the many thousands 

of bats that live within each of Darwin's many storm water drains (artificial caves). Nicola 

Hanrahan who is studying Ghost Bats for her PhD was also present and gave us a quick insight in 

to these, the largest of Australian microbats, that include in their diets birds, rodents and reptiles. 

As darkness set in we were entertained by the continuous chatter of the sonar detectors as the 

tiny bats flew around us. We set up a trap in the same location as last year where we had caught 

six bats, but on this night they must have been more alert and avoided capture - good thing 

Damian had brought a couple of them he had caught earlier in the day so that we could have a 

closer look. 

Top photo:  Field Nats members and friends learning about microbats.  Bottom, left to right:  setting up the harp trap, a digital sonar 

detector, one of two pre-caught microbats.  



Nature Territory  November 2018 Page 5

Vale Diana Lambert
On 29 October 2018 we 

lost our beloved Secretary,    
Diana Lambert.  

In accordance with 
Diana's wishes, her ashes 

will be spread at Fogg Dam 

in July next year.  

Details to follow

 in future newsletter.  
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Beast of the Month ? Yellow Ear Snail 
Text and photos by Adam Bourke 

Unlike most other Melampus snails, the Yellow Ear Snail (Melampus luteus) is easily identified by its large size 

and uniform pale-yellow shell. With an 

adult shell length of 18-25 mm, this 

?hefty? and lustrous ellobiid has got 

presence. Besides size and colour, other 

distinguishing features of the Yellow Ear 

Snail include a shell with up to 11 whorls, 

a white aperture (shell opening) with 3 to 

5 rib-like teeth on the inner lip that 

extend as ridges deep into the mouth, 

and an outer lip with 7 to 9 short teeth.  

As with most other members of the 

air-breathing snail family Ellobiidae (best 

known as Ear Snails), the Yellow Ear Snail 

lives in the upper littoral and 

supra-littoral zones in sheltered coastal 

areas. The species has a wide tropical 

distribution, ranging from South-east 

Asia, to north-eastern Australia and the 

Western Pacific Ocean. Interestingly, it 

does not occur in the Top End of 

Australia at all. Unlike most other 

Melampus species - which mostly inhabit mangrove areas and salt marshes - the Yellow Ear Snail typically 

lives amongst uplifted coastal limestone outcrops and weathered sedimentary rocks above the splash zone. 

In these habitats, it is usually found 

sheltering underneath fallen boulders, 

deeply nestled within cervices, 

underneath rotting wood or buried 

amongst moist leaf litter and sand.  

References: 

Russell-Hunter, W. D., Apley, M. L., & Hunter, R. D. 

(1972). Early life-history of Melampus and the 

significance of semilunar synchrony. The Biological 

Bulletin, 143(3), 623-656. 

Smith, B. J. (1992). Non-Marine Mollusca. In 

Houston, W.W.K. (ed.) Zoological catalogue of 

Australia, Canberra: AGPS Vol. 8 xii 405 pp. 



The is a Darwin-based society that has a passion for

the environment with many birdwatchers amongst its members. The Club is pleased to sponsor

a student to attend the which is being held in

between .

This biennial Conference is the primary meeting for BirdLife Australia and Birds New Zealand.

It is the largest gathering for professional and amateur ornithologists from Australasia.

Northern Territory Field Naturalists’ Club

10th Australasian Ornithological Conference

Darwin 3-5 July 2019

You must be enrolled for an honours, masters or PhD degree at a recognised
tertiary institution between 15 October and 16 December 2018. Students
enrolled in the third year of a BSc degree during 2018 can also apply.

Applications open
15 October to 16 December 2018

You must be undertaking research on any taxonomic group of birds
(or any avian faunal assemblage). Preference will be given to
students working on shorebirds (resident or migratory).

To view scholarship conditions visit -

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/AOC-Scholarship

For more information on the conference visit -

https://www.aocdarwin.com/

Check your eligibility

Northern Territory
Field Naturalists’ Club

Student
Researcher Scholarship
for the 2019
Australasian Ornithological Conference
in Darwin, Northern Territory
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Podcasts - Off Track, Radio National 
For lovers of nature and podcasts, if you haven't discovered these already, you may enjoy this 

series from Radio National. Here is a selected summary of those aired over  October. To access the 

podcasts check the website at: ht t p:/ /www.abc.net .au/ radionat ional/ program s/of f t rack /  

6 Oct : The nor t hern hopping-m ouse builds it s own 

house 

If Kevin McLeod did a series called Furry Mammal 

Grand Designs, the northern hopping mouse would 

have to be the star of the first episode. 

20 Oct : The but t er f ly and it s goldilocks ant  

The survival of one of the rarest butterflies in the world 
is entirely reliant on an ant. 

13 Oct : Earworm s f rom  Planet  Ear t h VI 

Can you hear the buzz of a bee? The trill of a 

whistler? Spring has arrived in Australia, and this is 

what it sounds like. 

27 Oct : The bit t er  t ast e of  t he m onarch 

but t er f ly

 Native to North America, it was an extraordinary 

string of luck including a gold rush, cyclones, the 

rise of ornamental gardening that led to the 

naturalisation of the monarch butterfly in 

Australia.

http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/ 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/ 
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Branch Out ? Discover the surprising world of 

plants with science and stories from the Royal 

Botanic Garden Sydney ? Australia?s oldest 

living scientific institution.  Episodes aired in 

Oct and Nov:

5 Oct :  Plant s w it h Bit e:  st icky, sneaky and  

f reaky

2 Nov:  Cow paddock  t o biggest  bot anic 

garden

Paul Kelly teams up with some esteemed dead poets on his new album  Nature. One of the songs 

is the following Philip Larkin poem sung to music composed by Paul. Listen to the whole interview 

on Radio National?s The Music Show podcast at: 

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/musicshow/ 

The Trees 

The trees are coming into leaf

Like something almost being said; 

The recent buds relax and spread, 

Their greenness is a kind of grief. 

 Is it that they are born again 

And we grow old? No, they die too. 

Their yearly trick of looking new 

Is written down in rings of grain. 

 Yet still the unresting castles thresh

In full grown thickness every May. 

Last year is dead, they seem to say, 

Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 

Phil ip Lark in  

https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/musicshow/ 
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25 Oct ober : Chr ist opher  Spooner :   
Rufous Owlet is such a great subject to 
photograph. Starting to lose more of the 
fluffy white chest feathers, and the rufous 
coloured feathers showing through. 

Chitter Chatter  - excerpts from the Club's Facebook group

31 Oct ober :   Judy Egan: How cool are these litt le spiders! Think they are commonly called Lynx Spiders? 

Oxyopidae - though I don't know much about spiders. Lurking in the zinnias waiting to pounce on an 

unsuspecting small 

insect for lunch 

Johanna Funk :  Hairy 

legs

Tissa Rat nayeke: Lynx 

Spiders are usually found 

on plants. They have 

good eyesight and leap 

onto their prey and 

would be attracted to 

insect activity near 

flowers. This image is 

that of a male, identified 

by its dark enlarged 

palps (the appendages 

near its mouth). 

4 Oct ober : Em ily Bowen?: 
Can anyone ID this litt le 
guy? I always thought it was 
a Christmas beetle but since 
googling that I?m not sure. Is 
it a Green Ground Beetle?  
Thank you .

Sim on Ferguson  Darwin 
Green Cetoniine 

Rowshni Ahm ed Simon 
Ferguson is its other name Christmas beetle? 

Sim on Ferguson  I would say so, the thing with common 
names is that they vary.

Tissa Rat nayeke: Simon's ID is correct, it 's a Common 
Green Cetoniine scarab beetle (Ischiopsopha sp.) AKA 
Christmas Beetle. The large, fat, C-shaped larvae feed on 
decomposing wood in the soil and are often unearthed 
under old tree (palm) stumps. The beetles usually make 
their first appearance in early October and are attracted to 
lights at night time. 
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Fisheries, Aquaculture and Oceanography 
Mini-Symposium 

Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory Auditorium 

19 Conacher St, Darwin City NT 0820 

Thursday 15 November 2018; 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Free event open to the public ? no booking required

Come and listen to a diverse range of talks from local and 

interstate scientists working in the fields of fisheries, 

aquaculture and oceanographic research. Learn how 

oceanographic and climatic events can have a significant 

impact on the productivity of inshore fisheries and 

familiarise yourself with recent advances in aquaculture 

production in the north. 

- Dr Madeleine Cahill, CSIRO Marine Research: ?IMOS OceanCurrent data portal?. 

- Dr Julie Robins, Queensland Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries: ?Barramundi 

research and management in Queensland?. 

- Mr Paul Armstrong, Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Resources: 

?Tropical Rock Oyster Aquaculture?. 

- Ms Amy Kirke, Charles Darwin University: ?Shark research in the Northern Territory?. 

- Ms Zoe Collishaw, Monsoon Aquatics: ?Culture and care of local aquarium species?. 

- Dr Mark Grubert, Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Resources: ?Bill 

and Ted?s Excellent Crustacean Migration?.   

For more information contact Dr Mark Grubert ? 08 8999 2167 or mark.grubert@nt.gov.au  

Historic cumulative wet season rainfall totals for Borroloola Airport. Sea surface temperatures for the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
5 June 2016

Giant mud crabs caught from the McArthur River.
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Club notices 
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.   

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com  

Deadline for the December newsletter:  16 November 2018 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/ 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Northern Territory Naturalist:   
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that Volume 28 has been printed and copies have been mailed out to 
members who haven't been able to personally collect their copy. Contributions for next year's volume are now 
welcome. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665. 

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●● 
 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,  
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University. 

Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are:  Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25; 
Concessions ‐ $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us. 

 

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory 

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ 

President: Richard Willan 8999 8238 (w) 

Secretary: Vacant  

Treasurer: Jo Rapley  0487 193 241 

Committee Members:  Graham Brown  0417 804 036 

 Mark Grubert 8999 2167 (w)  

 Lyn Lowe 0411 269 216 

 Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874 

 Andrew Bell 0428 882 979 

Bird Life Australia Liason Officer: Vacant  

Newsletter Editor Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874 

Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755 


