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Brian Thistleton recently had the good fortune to see and photograph at Sandy Creek this rare and also Australia's smallest kingfisher, the
Little Kingfisher (Ceyx pusilla).

FOR THE DIARY

Ju ly M eet in g: Wednesday 10 - Whale Sharks - sustainable dive tourism by Judi Lowe
Ju ly Field Tr ip: Sunday 14 - Explore McMinns Lagoon with Judy Egan
See pages 2 - 3 f or m or e det ails

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

July Meeting
Achieving sustainable livelihoods and sustainable integrated
coastal management through community-based dive tourism:
Oslob Whale Sharks presented by Judi Lowe
Wednesday 10, 7.45 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 3.1.12*
Alternative livelihood projects are
criticised as having minimal effects
on biodiversity conservation.
Studies are rare. Oslob Whale
Sharks, a community-based dive
tourism business in the
Philippines, is a successful
alternative livelihoods project. Dive
tourism is often cited for its
capacity to conserve coral reef
resources by supporting
sustainable integrated coastal
management, an accepted
framework for conserving in the
tropics, yet its contribution to this
goal is poorly understood.
Close encounter with a Whale Shark. Photo: Andre Snoopy Montenegro

Here, we examine how Oslob
Whale Sharks links livelihoods to
management and biodiversity conservation by contributing to sustainable integrated coastal management.
Using key stakeholder interviews with fishers, their community, local government and politicians, we found
that Oslob Whale Sharks contributes to all nine factors required. Income from Oslob Whale Sharks provides
livelihoods, finance for five marine reserves and enhanced law enforcement.
Local authorities and fishers report their perception that whale sharks are protected from poaching and
finning, and destructive fishing is decreased, while fish abundance, pelagic fish species and catch have
increased. A group of the world?s poorest fishers have succeeded in using sustainable integrated coastal
management to link livelihoods with management and perceived improvements in biodiversity conservation,
becoming arguably, the most successful marine alternative livelihoods project in the world.
Our findings further suggest that because there is little evidence that this type of tourism has negative
impacts on the biology of whale sharks, community-based dive tourism can be a mechanism for delivery of
sustainable integrated coastal management.
Ju di Low e is an Australian PhD candidate with Southern Cross University. Judi is a social scientist researching
the impact of dive tourism on conserving coral reefs and livelihoods for local fishermen. Before commencing
her PhD, Judi practiced as an international lawyer specialising in fisheries law enforcement and climate
change with the Australian Government. Judi is a Certified Practicing Accountant, a PADI scuba instructor and
a commercial coxswain. Judi?s research has been awarded at the highest levels of coral reef science, winning
Best PhD Student Presentation from around 500 postgraduate presentations at the 13th International Coral
Reef Symposium in Hawaii in 2016.

* Please note: CDU have allocated a different building
(number 3) for the July meeting only. Our previous
meetings have been in Building 2
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July Field Trip
Exploring McMinns Lagoon with Judy Egan
Sunday 14 July, 9 am

White-headed Stilt at McMinns Lagoon. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

McMinns Lagoon, situated in Darwin's rural area, approximately 35 km from the CBD, is a
wonderful natural wetland habitat. It is an important feeding area for many of the Top End's iconic
water birds including Black-necked Storks, White-necked Herons, pelicans and jacanas to name a
few. A network of well-formed tracks also provides easy access to the savanna woodlands that
surrounds most of the lagoon.
Our guide will be Judy Egan, a local resident who visits the lagoon every morning. Those who follow
the Club's facebook page will also be familiar with Judy's excellent wildlife photographs of birds and
insects. Come, join us for a relaxing stroll through this reserve as we explore it in search of the
many birds plus a few other surprises that Judy might have for us.
For those not in a hurry to leave, the well maintained, shaded picnic area overlooking the lagoon is
the ideal place to meet after the walk to share some nibbles and discuss the morning's walk.
Wh er e t o m eet : in the reserve's carpark at the end of Dreamtime Drive.
What t o bring: camera, binoculars, hat, sun protection, water (and nibbles if you're staying after the walk).

Upcoming Field Nats Activities
Au gu st M eet in g: Wednesday 14 - Dugongs in the NT
Au gu st - 2 x Field Tr ips:
1. Saturday 10 - joint trip with Historical Society on NT to visit Daly River Copper Mine
2. Saturday & Sunday 17-18 Camping at Litchfield National Park
Nature Territory - July 2019

Page 3

June Field Trip Report
A Nocturnal Experience at Fogg Dam with Friends of
Fogg Dam Members Heather Boulden and Jeremy Hemphill
Report & Photos by Tissa Ratnayeke
I was encouraged to see the large number of people
who turned up for the Club's first nocturnal walk of
the year. As the sun set and darkness took over, the
forest around us filled with calls of Barking Owls and
Long-tailed Nightjars - it was against this backdrop
that Jeremy Hemphill and Heather Boulden
(commemorating 25 year membership of Field Nats
Club and advocates for promoting Fogg Dam's unique
place in the Top End) commenced proceedings by
giving us a brief history of the man-made dam.
Following this presentation and in great anticipation
This large Erebus sp. moth was for me the highlight of the night.
we commenced the walk along the Woodland to
Waterlily Track. If there is one thing I love about nighttime walks in the Top End, it's the sheer number of
spider species that appear to materialise from nowhere and on this short walk alone we would have seen
tens of thousands - while we might have started with
a few arachnophobes I'm sure that by the end of the
night, through the many closeup viewings and stories
related about their remarkable behaviour, most
would have developed a greater respect for these
wonderful invertebrates.The absolute highlight for
me was the sighting of a very rare and in pristine
condition Erebus species moth. With a wing span of
approximately 130 mm these are most likely the NT's
second largest moth after the Atlas Moth. I have only
sighted one other of these moths when an extremely
tattered one flew into my home many years ago and
A large female Badge Huntsman (Neosparrasus magareyi) with a
then died the following morning - that rare specimen
lovely golden abdomen. She remained still while Andrew Bell and I
I donated to the Museum
removed sticks from around her to get clear pics.

We saw many roosting butterflies, these are Swamp Tigers.
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Many Roth's Tree Frogs (Litoria rothii) were seen on the stems of
water lilies towards the end of the walking track.
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A letter from your Committee ...
Dear NT Field Naturalists Club member,
We are looking for new committee members!
NT Field Naturalists Club Inc. is now over 40 years old. Over this time it has brought together a
friendly community of amateur naturalists, professional scientists and students and who share a
love of the natural world, and a keenness to expand their personal knowledge and to share it with
the wider community. The organisation has also disseminated our experience and knowledge
through a regular newsletter and an annual peer reviewed journal, the Northern Territory Naturalist.
Although attendance at our monthly Wednesday evening meetings as fallen a little we still have
many regulars who come to an interesting program of talks and discussions. Monthly field
excursions remain well attended and some that have a limit on numbers have been
over-subscribed. Our Facebook page has been very successful with over 1450 members and a
steady flow of fascinating posts and active discussions.
All volunteer community organisations have their ups and down. Last year our number of paid
financial members fell to about 70, however over this financial year this number grown steadily to
about 120 paid members (we have previously had up to 150). We have a small annual budget, very
modest membership fees, and are currently financially sound.
As with many such organisations the considerable work of keeping all this running falls to a small
number of hard working committee members, some of whom have served on the committee for
many years. Sadly last year our secretary Diana Lambert passed away, and we have been unable
to find another person to full this essential role. At our AGM later this year our President, Richard
Willan, will be stepping down from the position.
The committee is very keen to ensure the long term viability and continuation of the NT Field
Naturalists Club and is keen to recruit additional committee members from our membership,
especially someone who is able to take on the role of secretary.
We are also keen to hear from members about the current format of Club activities, suggestions
for speakers and events, and in a changing world new ways in which we can engage with members
and the wider community.

Nature Territory - July 2019
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Memorial Service: Diana Lambert
On 29 October 2018 we lost our
beloved Secretary, Diana Lambert. In
accordance with Diana's wishes, her
ashes will be spread at Fogg Dam in
July. All welcome.
Wh en : Saturday 6 July at 3.30 pm.
Wh er e:

Diana?s

ashes

will

be

spread around the giant Milkwood
tree (shown at right) next to the
lookout across the causeway. As
parking is limited, please meet at
the Fogg Dam Rotunda before the
dam wall at 3.30 pm. We can then
car

pool.

Parking

is

available

opposite the Rotunda.
Wh at t o br in g: A story of Diana
and some food to share. Water will
be available.

Did you k n ow that cockatoos have a
preference to use their left foot to grasp objects
they need to manipulate.
In this photograph a Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
demonstrates this while chewing on the soft
end of a segment from a mature Pandanus
spiralis fruit.
And in the forests of north Queensland large
male Palm Cockatoos serenade the females by
drumming on hollow tree trunks with a
trimmed branch also held in their left foot.
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Exhibition: The Overwintering Project
A new exhibition has started at the Nan Giese Gallery,
Orange 10, Charles Darwin University, on 28 Jun and runs
until 12 July 2019. Opening hours for the Gallery are
Wed-Fri 9-4pm and Sat 9-2pm. Background on the project
iis provided b the following podcast found at:

https:/ / www.abc.net.au/ radionational/ programs/ the-art-show
The Overwintering Project puts migratory shorebirds in
print: Kate Gorringe-Smith is a printmaker who loves birds.
She started out using them in her work as they reminded
Domenica Hoare's Endless Summer (2017 lithograph)
Supplied: Overwintering Project

her of her own family, who migrated from England to
Australia and felt the tug of both countries whenever they

left them. But she soon became engaged in the plight of endangered migratory shorebirds, who
fly all the way from Siberia to Australia
on the East Asian-Australian Flyway and
face the threat of habitat degradation.
To raise awareness about these birds
and encourage people to get to know
them in their local habitat so they can
better look after them, Kate started the
Overwintering Project, which asks
people to send in a print of their local
shorebirds. So far she's received images
from around 150 artists from all across
Australia, to be exhibited alongside
works by invited artists.

Annie Day's Time to Go (2017 lithograph and etching). Supplied Overwintering
Project

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2019 -2020
Just a reminder club memberships become due on 30 June.
If your membership is due for renewal, a membership form will be attached to the email
along with this newsletter.
The Club appreciates your ongoing support and looks forward to your participation over the
next twelve months.
Nature Territory - July 2019
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Podcasts
Podcasts from Off Track found at: https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/
1 Ju n e: M oan in g bir ds, veget ar ian r oden t s an d t h e
m oon m an
Muttonbird Island in NSW is a place of majesty. It's just
that the majesty crashlands in the moonlight and sounds
like a squeezy toy.

8 Ju n e: Talk in g f r ogs, t h in k in g plan t s
It's a very noisy world out in Australian nature, and
sometimes all you need to do is stop and listen (to this).

9 Ju n e: Of f Tr ack pr esen t s - Br an ch Ou t
Do you need a brain to be able to sense the world
around you, or to remember or learn?

29 Ju n e: Lyr ebir ds - Lyr e, lyr e, dan ce f loor s on f ir e
You might think you know the story of the lyrebird. Think
again. And then listen to this ear-bending series called
'Sex, lyres and audiotape.
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M ar y An n in g, pion eer in g palaeon t ologist
Legend has it that the inspiration for the tongue-twister
?She sells seashells...' was a woman called Mary Anning
who plied her wares on the Dorset coast, in south-west
England, in the early nineteenth century.
But what Mary was selling was not mere seashells, but
The only known portrait of Mary Anning. Photo: Trustees
of the Natural History Museum

ammonites, belemnites, ichthyosaurs and some of the
most exceptional fossils ever found.

Mary Anning?s discoveries played a crucial role in the emerging fields of geology and
palaeontology, but her work was not recognised in her lifetime. Now, almost two hundred years
after her death, Mary Anning is major news.
Found at: https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/
Note: Darwin City Council Library has a book "Remarkable Creatures" by Tracy Chevalier. A
fictionalised account of Mary Anning's life.

Sh ar k s, devils, w om bat s: t h r ee h om osapien s savin g w h at
w e've got
Meet three Homo sapiens who fell in love with other species early
in lives. Ecologist Hugh Possingham, marine biologist Jody
Rummer and ecologist Hamish McCallum have arguably the best
and most heartbreaking jobs in science.
Now they're fighting to save what's left, and from science springs
hope.
They join Natasha Mitchell, Radio National, at the 2019 World
Science Festival Brisbane.
Found at:

https:/ / www.abc.net.au/ radionational/ programs/

Wombats need our help. Photo: Mark
Gleeson, Creative Commons

The following is the latest publications to arrive at NT Field Nats. Publications will be brought to
General Meetings each month. Please feel free to browse through and borrow.
QNC New s: Newsletter of The Queensland Naturalists?Club Inc, No 344 May-June 2019
Bir ds Qu een slan d New slet t er ,: Vol 50 No 4 &5, May & June 2019
Geelon g Nat u r alist : Monthly magazine of the Geelong Field Naturalists?Club Inc., Vol 55 No 1 &
2, May & June 2019
Th e Nat u r alist New s: Published for Naturalist in Western Australia, May 2019
Field Nat t er : Field Naturalists?Association of Canberra Inc, June & July 2019 (electronic only)
Nature Territory - July 2019
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Chitter Chatter - excerptsfromthe Club'sFacebookgroup
25 Ju n e: M ar k Gr u ber t
Just spotted a solo Zebra Finch at the northern
end of the Rapid Creek "paddock". Wondering
if it is an aviary escapee or a legitimate
vagrant? Sorry, no photo.
M ar c Gar dn er : Yeh been there a while, hangs
out with Masked and Long-tailed Finches and
a few Double-barreds, suspect it?s legit wild.
Been photographed several times. ?
photographed in March at Rapid Creek.

23 Ju n e: Jan is Ot t o?
A pair of Red-tailed Black Cockatoos,
Adelaide River War Cemetery picnic area.

and Spotted Harrier vs Whistling Kite (closer bird),
Pine Creek

? Blue-faced (White-quilled) Honeyeater, Pine Creek
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23 Ju n e: Nick Volpe
All tucked in! Three different species of tree frog, Litoria
watjulumensis, Litoria rothii and Litoria personata taking
refuge during the day in a Pandanus Tree at the beautiful
Gunlom Plunge Pool in Kakadu National Park. Pandanus
leaves have serrated edges, allowing frogs and other small
animals to stay protected from predators. Next time you're
on the edge of a waterhole in northern Australia, take a
closer look at the amazing animals that live within the
protection of Pandanus!

18 Ju n e: Ph il Sm it h
Saw this Black-headed Python in Kakadu at Ubirr last week. He was very content to just lie
there and have photos taken as he had obviously not long eaten.
David Wise: They are quite significant to
many Aboriginal cultural/linguistic groups
in the Top End, especially in the Keep River
region and adjacent WA/NT. Worked as a
guide at the Territory Wildlife park for a bit
some years ago, and one of the snakes we
used to handle and share with visitors was
one of these. He was a really nice fella and
placid as. We called him Russel, a bad pun
on 'rustle' as in rustle in the leaf litter.

23 Ju n : Stuart Hairy-Butler
Red Winged Parrots (Aprosmictus
erythropterus) having a feast on the Kapok
Bush (Cochlospermum fraseri) fruit and
flowers. Was about 8 of them and they were
not to concerned about wasting the fruit.
Would pluck one off, have a nibble and if
dropped it move on to the next. I found
they were very skittish if I approached but
didn't care when I parked my car next to the
tree and took my shots out the window.
Nature Territory - July 2019
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10-18 August 2019
National Science Week is Australia?s annual opportunity to meet scientists, discuss the hot topics,
do science and celebrate its cultural and economic impact on society. Check the events at:
www.scienceweek.net.au.
As part of Science Week our club is again involved in the BioQuest event. Here is some info on
BioQuest and how participation in QuestaGame can help our club.
BIOQUEST
Help lead your state or territory to victory - with $10,000
worth of cash and prizes for its science hubs and
biodiversity education in schools.
The Great Aussie BioQuest is the largest bioblitz in
Australia?s history.
Simply play QuestaGame during National Science Week
(August 10-19, 2019) and your points will count toward the
state/territory in which you?re playing.
If your state/territory wins, your science hubs and schools
also win!
Regional Science Hubs promote positive attitudes towards
STEM by building the confidence and skills of the public to
engage with scientific issues.
By participating in the Great Aussie BioQuest, you?re supporting your state?s/territory's
science hubs, biodiversity education in schools, biodiversity research and
conservation - AND you may even win some prizes for yourself. Good luck BioQuesters!
Matt Ellerbeck, Snake Conservationist, is passionate
about the protection of snakes. He reports that many
snakes are often ?intentionally killed due to fear and
hatred?. To help combat this he has put together a
resource. Check it out at :
https://www.protectthesnakes.com
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NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President:

Richard Willan

Secretary:

Vacant

8999 8238 (w)

Treasurer:

Jo Rapley

0487 193 241

Committee Members:

Graham Brown

0417 804 036

Mark Grubert

8999 2167 (w)

Lyn Lowe

0411 269 216

Leona Sullivan

0423 951 874

Andrew Bell

0428 882 979

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer:

Andrew Bell

Newsletter Editor

Leona Sullivan

0423 951 874

Website and Facebook:

Tissa Ratnayeke

0417 659 755

Club web-site:

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the August newsletter: 31 July 2019
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that volume number 29, containing 15 articles, will be published in July.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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