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Comb Crested Jacana chick (Irediparra gallinacean) on Corroboree Billabong. Photo: Janis Otto.

FOR THE DIARY
Ju n e M eet in g: Wednesday 12 - NT Aquaculture presented by Bill Nguyen
Ju n e Field Tr ip: Saturday 15 - Nocturnal Experience at Fogg Dam with Friends of Fogg Dam
Members Heather Boulden and Jeremy Hemphill
See pages 2 - 3 f or m or e det ails

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

June Meeting
Aquaculture in the NT presented by
Bill Nguyen
Wednesday 12, 7.45 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 2.1.51
Su m m ar y: Marine creatures are
some of the most fascinating
animals to work with. In my talk I
want to discuss the different
aspects of the industry such as;
collection and husbandry, as well
as the different types of
aquaculture and the implications
of it on the future of the
industry.
Biogr aph y: I am a Darwin local
who graduated from Taminmin
College in 2012. I started
working at Monsoon Aquatics in
2015 when it was a small shed in
the owner 's backyard. Since then

Bill Nguyen at work. Photo: Monsoon Aquatics

I was promoted to Operations
Manager of the Darwin warehouse and have had the pleasure of working with some very talented and
hard-working individuals.

Monsoon Aquatics Facilities. Photo: Monsoon Aquatics
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June Field Trip
A Nocturnal Experience at Fogg Dam with Friends of Fogg
Dam Members Heather Boulden and Jeremy Hemphill
Saturday 15, 6.30 pm
The 1750 hectare Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve is known internationally
for its varied habitat and wildlife. Surveys by BirdLife Australia and
Australian Geographic rate it in their top 10 birding locations in Australia. Its
renowned for the predator-prey relationship of water pythons (Liasis fuscus)
and dusky rats (Rattus colletti).
The 130 hectare dam was built in 1956 to provide water for the 1954-64
USA/Australia jointly financed Humpty Doo Rice Project. Fogg Dam became
a bird protection area in 1959 and a Conservation Reserve in 1989, jointly
managed by Parks and Wildlife and Wulna Traditional Owners.
Essentially an open water environment until the late 1980s, the dam has
slowly become clogged with a floating weed mat, eleocharis (Eleocharis
dulcis) and lotus lilies (Nelumbo nucifera). Efforts to clear the vegetation are
thwarted by the dam?s current low water level.
Friends of Fogg Dam Inc (FOFD) which formed in 2006 assists with weed
control and facility maintenance, has a website, a Facebook page and has
Figbird. Photo: Roy Anderson

published a history of the Rice Project: http://www.ricetrail.com.au

FOFD has arranged Earth Hour nocturnal walks each March since 2016.
These have discovered a range of microbats, spiders, insects, crocodiles, birds, reptiles, fish, frogs and toads.
This June many of those may again be seen along with long necked turtles, buffalo, pigs, wallabies and of course,
vegetation.
Where: Meet at the Fogg Dam Rotunda, on the right hand side before the dam wall. Parking is available opposite
the Rotunda. A brief introduction about the dam will be given before the walk.
What t o bring: Enclosed footwear, torch, insect repellent and water.
Camera optional.
Walking Rout e: This will depend on conditions at the time but is
likely to be along the roadway and Woodland to Waterlily Walk.
Special Informat ion: Because crocodiles inhabit the dam, the
almost two km long causeway is closed to walking but there are two
viewing platforms and, midway, a parking area.
Also, when driving along Anzac Parade at night, please be careful as
the roadway is often used by barn owls (Tyto alba), bush stone
curlews (Burhinidae grallarius) and snakes.

Juvenile Litoria rubella. Photo: Roy Anderson

Upcoming Field Nats Activities
Ju ly M eet in g: Wed 10 TBA
Ju ly Field Tr ip: 20-21 Camp at Litchfield
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Memorial Service: Diana Lambert
On 29 October 2018 we lost
our

beloved

Diana

Secretary,

Lambert.

accordance

with

In
Diana's

wishes, her ashes will be
spread at Fogg Dam in July.
Details follow. All welcome.
Wh en : Saturday 6 July at
3.30 pm.
Wh er e: Diana?s ashes will
be spread around the giant
Milkwood

tree

(shown

below) next to the lookout
across the causeway. As
parking is limited, please
meet

at

the Fogg Dam

Rotunda before the dam
wall at 3.30 pm. We can
then car pool. Parking is
available

opposite

the

Rotunda.
Wh at t o br in g: A story of
Diana and some food to
share.

Water

will

be

available.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2019 -2020
Just a reminder club memberships become due on 30 June.
If your membership is due for renewal, a membership form will be attached to the email along
with this newsletter.
The Club appreciates your ongoing support and looks forward to your participation over the
next twelve months.
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Nat ion al Wildf low er Con f er en ce in Alban y, West er n Au st r alia, Sept -Oct 2019
The Wildflower Society of Western Australia is hosting the 2019 Blooming Biodiversity Conference
in Albany, Western Australia, from 29 September to 4 October. Blooming Biodiversity will
celebrate the unique flora that is the global biodiversity hotspot of the South West region of
Western Australia.
The five-day Conference will feature expert speakers on flora in science, history and art. Among
them are author and botanist Alex George, ecologist Malcolm French, former Curator of
Palaeontology at the WA Museum Ken McNamara, historian Malcolm Traill and horticulturalist
Amanda Shade. Full information and registration details can be found on the Conference website
at: www.bloomingdiversity.com.au
Here are some amazing Western Australian wildflowers which, if all goes well, you might see on a
Conference tour. Photos by renowned artist and Society member Margaret Pieroni.

Bossiaea ornate

Isopogan scabriusculus
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Grevillea occidentais

Dryandra corvijuga

Page 5

NT Field Nat u r alist s?Clu b St u den t Resear ch er Sch olar sh ip f or t h e 2019 Au st r alasian
Or n it h ological Con f er en ce By Rich ar d Willan
Knowing that the 2019 Australasian Ornithological Conference will be held
in Darwin this July, the Club?s Committee called for applications from
postgraduate students for a Scholarship to provide funds to cover a
student?s travel and the registration fee for the Conference. This biennial
Conference is the primary meeting for BirdLife Australia and Birds New
Zealand. It is the largest gathering for professional and amateur
ornithologists from Australasia (that is, Australia, New Zealand, southeast
Asia and the Oceania region). The applicants had to: (a) be undertaking
research on a taxonomic group of birds (or avian faunal assemblage), (b) agree to submit an
Abstract and present a paper/poster at the Conference, and (c) submit a manuscript for
publication in the Club?s scientific journal Northern Territory Naturalist or give a talk at a monthly
meeting in 2019.
I am pleased to announce that the winner of the NT Field Naturalists?Club Student Researcher
Scholarship for the 2019 Australasian Ornithological Conference is Clan cy Hall. Clancy is a PhD
candidate at the University of the Sunshine Coast. She has had a life-long passion for birds and
she is putting this into action with her research into the ?sexing of thick-shelled and heavily
pigmented eggs in-ovo as a population management tool?. Applications of this research in
Australia will be in tailoring the reconstruction of critical or locally extinct Cassowary and Emu
populations or in securing the sustainability of ex-situ insurance populations. The address that
Clancy is giving at the Conference is ?Sex reversal in birds and its implications for conservation?.
Clancy?s particular research will create techniques for the conservation of birds that produce eggs
with thick or heavily pigmented shells. In Australia, this includes the endangered Southern
Cassowary and Coastal Emu. Although many other species may benefit internationally, this
project will focus on Australian examples.
Managers will be able to sex Cassowary and Emu eggs before they hatch, or pre-determine the
sex of an embryo using natural hormone supplementation. Application of the techniques in situ
may be necessary following a severe weather event or in otherwise at-risk populations.
Cassowary and Emu are territorial and will usually only tolerate the overlap of their home range
with a specific sex. This will become a greater problem as prime habitat reduces, or fragments, or
disappears altogether. The tools created as part of Clancy?s research have the potential to
maximise the number of birds per habitat area, thus limiting the need for birds to extend their
territory into urban regions of anthropogenic risk.
In fulfilment of the last part of her Scholarship, Clancy has (jointly with Dominique Potvin)
submitted a manuscript entitled ?Sex determination in-ovo as a population management tool for
Southern Cassowary and Coastal Emu? to me for publication in this year ?s issue of Northern
Territory Naturalist.
I congratulate Clancy on being awarded this Scholarship and wish for lots more chicks of
Southern Cassowary and Coastal Emus in future.
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Podcasts
Podcasts from Off Track found at: https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/
4 M ay: Ow l w it h at t it u de
Powerful avian predator is making do in Melbourne's
suburbs. For now.

With its its huge eyes and bone-crushing talons the
possums don't stand much of a chance. Photo Nick
Bradsworh.

11 M ay: A sen se of t im e
Does a second feel the same for a fly, a bird, or a
swordfish, as it does for me? From the BBC World Service,
immerse yourself in the world of animal senses.

Time follows even the smallest of water dragons.
Photo: Ann Jones

18 M ay: Wat er f in ds a w ay
All around us and within, water is an intimate, essential
part of our lives. What would we do if water lost her way?

Meg Humphrys has written a book and the main
character is water. Photo: Ann Jones/Watercolour Meg
Humphrys.

25 M ay: Bar bar a Yor k -M ain - Au st r alia's spider
w om an
The reserve at North Bungulla is quiet all day until the
winds of the evening make the trees creak in the falling
light. The winds bring the news that Barbara York-Main
has died.

Scientists Barbara and Bert Main in 1955. Supplied:
Barbara Main
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High dr am a in t h e lives of h on ey bees
The queen gets overthrown by a princess. Eggs
which don?t conform to the norm are cannibalised.
Penises are ripped off after copulation. These
dramas are all part of the life cycle of honey bees.
And surprisingly, we don?t fully understand how
honey is made. Bel Smith joins Professor
Jean-Pierre Scheerlinck and PhD candidate Robert
Owen at the University of Melbourne to be
introduced to the lives of honey bees where each bee?s role is defined by its genetics.
Found at: https:/ / www.abc.net.au/ radionational/ programs/scienceshow/
Th e br u t al an d beau t if u l w or ld of Au st r alia's n at ive bees
A conversation between Sarah Kanowski, Radio National, and Toby Smith who takes us into the
hives of Australia's native bees.
Found at: https:/ / www.abc.net.au/ radio/ programs/conversations/

Now f r om som e r eadin g ...
A Gu ide t o Nat ive Bees of Au st r alia, Ter r y Hou st on
Bees are often thought of as yellow and black striped insects
that live in hives and produce honey. However, Australia?s
abundant native bees are incredibly diverse in their
appearance and habits. Some are yellow and black but others
have blue stripes, are iridescent green or wasp-like. Some are
social but most are solitary. Some do build nests with wax but
others use silk or plant material, burrow in soil or use holes in
wood and even gumnuts!
A Guide to Native Bees of Australia provides a detailed
introduction to the estimated 2000 species of Australian bees.
Illustrated with stunning photographs, it describes the form
and function of bees, their life-cycle stages, nest architecture,
sociality and relationships with plants. It also contains
systematic accounts of the five families and 58 genera of
Australian bees. Photomicrographs of morphological characters and identification keys allow
identification of bees to genus level. Natural history enthusiasts, professional and amateur
entomologists and beekeepers will find this an essential guide.
Note: This book is available through the Darwin City Council libraries.
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Chitter Chatter - excerptsfromthe Club'sFacebookgroup
6 M ay: Fion a Fir elan d

30 M ay: Tissa Rat n ayek e

What a little cutie- we thought it was a
little stick insect to start with. Very small
camo mantis.

My first sighting of a velvet ant and it's such a beautiful
insect with a twist to its common name - do read on,
I'm sure you will be in for a surprise. It ran across my
path as I was out walking. I initially mistook it for a
terrestrial spider, it moved so quickly. It wasn't till I got
down on my hands and knees and chased it that I
realised it was something else. It was about 10 mm
long, I could see six legs, a lovely golden head and a
line of white spots along its pointy black abdomen.
They are commonly known as velvet ants but despite
some visual similarities they are not ants at all but
belong to a family of wasps known as mutillids. An
interesting characteristic is that the females are
flightless and supposedly have a very painful sting
6 M ay: Tissa Rat n ayeke

though this one never attempted to demonstrate that
despite me using my hand to herd it into a clear area

On Saturday I was lucky to see my first

for a better look. Thanks to Graham Brown for

ever, and appropriately named,

identifying this as a Ephutomorpha species.

Mangrove Robin and perhaps luckier
still to get some unobstructed pics
through the dense mangrove foliage of
this bird perched on a stilt root just
above the forest floor where it was
foraging. Reading up on them I believe
adults are grey above while immatures
tend to have brown wings with pale
patches - I'm assuming this bird is
somewhere in between as it has a
touch of brown on the top of its head,
brownish wings without pale patches.
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24 M ay: At h en a Rob
Striated Pardalotes nesting in the dunes along
Casuarina Beach.

2 M ay: Nick Volpe

9 M ay: Gr an t Hu sban d?

How stunning is this! A

Grey Whip Snake (Demansia simplex) Delamere

northern blue-banded
bee from Darwin.
These bees are better
buzz pollinators than
the introduced
European honeybee,
plus they are much
prettier!
9 M ay: Tissa Rat n ayeke
Visiting Fogg Dam over the Easter Weekend I noticed a large adult Freshwater Crocodile up on the bank
with a Yellow-faced Turtle (Emydura tanybaraga) in its jaws. I was able to approach within a few metres
of it and watch. Over the next several minutes the crocodile proceeded to toss the turtle around in its
mouth, chomping down on it firmly, resulting in loud crunching and shattering of the shell - it all
seemed effortless. Considering the non-delicate manner of the chomping I'm surprised there were no
visible cuts to its jaws or mouth from the large fragments of shell. The crocodile had many
broken/fractured teeth, some browning with age which makes me suspect turtles are a regular part of
the diet - fortunately for crocs, unlike us their damaged teeth are replaced by new ones. I had been
watching for six minutes, the shell was shattered but the turtle was still in one mangled piece, the croc
raised its head high and swallowed the whole thing in a couple of gulps before quietly sliding
backwards into the water. Thanks to Dane Trembath for turtle ID.
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NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President:

Richard Willan

Secretary:

Vacant

8999 8238 (w)

Treasurer:

Jo Rapley

0487 193 241

Committee Members:

Graham Brown

0417 804 036

Mark Grubert

8999 2167 (w)

Lyn Lowe

0411 269 216

Leona Sullivan

0423 951 874

Andrew Bell

0428 882 979

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer:

Andrew Bell

Newsletter Editor

Leona Sullivan

0423 951 874

Website and Facebook:

Tissa Ratnayeke

0417 659 755

Club web-site:

http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the July newsletter: 28 June 2019
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that he has already received eight articles for this year's volume (No 29).
There will be three book reviews this time. Publication should be in July.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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