NATURE TERRI TORY
M ay 2019
Newsl et t er of t he Nort hern Territ ory Fiel d Nat ural ist s' Cl ub Inc.

In This Issue
May Meeting p. 2

May Field Trip p. 3

Upcoming Activities p. 3

Field Report p. 4

Seabreeze Festival p. 45

Podcasts pp. 6- 8

Reading and Club Publications p. 9
Chitter Chatter pp. 10-11

Club notices pp. 12

Club web-site: http:/ / ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

Varied Lorikeet (Psitteuteles versicolor) at Acacia Hills south of Darwin - the smaller and less commonly sighted of the two lorikeet species in
the Top End. Photo: Phil Smith

FOR THE DIARY

M ay M eet in g: Wednesday 8 - Freshwater aquatic photography presented by Etienne Littlefair
M ay Field Tr ip: Sunday 19 - Carnivorous plants at Girraween with David Liddle
See pages 2 - 3 f or m or e det ails

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

May Meeting
Freshwater aquatic photographs presented by
Etienne Littlefair
Wednesday 8, 7.45 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 2.2.24

Gulf Snapping Turtle (Elseya lavarackorum)

Wild Territory Images is a photographic business based in Darwin and run by husband and
wife team, Etienne and Cara Littlefair. We both work as science teachers at Taminmin
College, Humpty Doo, and
spend the majority of our
free time out in the bush
observing nature. Sharing
these experiences through
photography began as a
record keeping activity and
has blossomed from
general nature
photography into our
current ongoing project ?
documenting the
freshwater aquatic
ecosystems of the Top End.
Our unique submerged
perspective allows us to
capture powerful images
of seldom-seen species.
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May Field Trip
A hotspot for carnivorous plants on our doorstep with
David Liddle and TENPS
Sunday 19, 8.30 am - Girraween (details below)
A morning stroll, joint field trip with TENPS members to
sandsheet heath vegetation on the Howard River floodplain.
Sandsheet heath supports an amazing diversity of carnivorous
plants with up to a dozen species of bladderworts (Utricularia
species) occurring in an area the size of a basketball court; along
with a few sundews (Drosera species) to add to the mix. The high
species diversity of the Howard River catchment stands out on
the international stage and reflects a landscape of sandy soils
that vary from seasonally saturated to parched and dry before
the arrival of early wet season storms. The low nutrient
substrate and extremes of moisture provide a great
environment for seasonal carnivorous plants. Seasonal
conditions change rapidly on the sandsheets and the prime time
for bladderworts is as the wet season turns to dry. The most
diverse arrays of plants occur where groundwater seepage
discharges from the surrounding slightly elevated lands onto the
floodplain. Given this poor wet season, the duration of seepage
is uncertain, so while we can be confident there will be
fascinating plants to see, we may need some flexibility regards
site(s) visited on the day. Come along prepared to walk a few
hundred meters across uneven ground to visit the best spots.

The threatened bladderwort (Utricularia
dunstania). Photo: David Liddle

Wh er e t o m eet : At the junction of Girraween Road and Anglesey Road, Girraween.
Wh at t o br in g: A hat, enclosed footwear, sunscreen and insect repellent. Snacks and a water
bottle. If you have one, please bring a hand lens which makes it easier to see the fine detail of the
intricate flowers. We will have a few hand lenses to share around.
En du r an ce Scale: 5 out of 10 with the morning spent in the sun and uneven ground. Plenty of
opportunity to crouch down and look at the amazing small plants. Distances to be walked in the
order of a few hundred meters over mostly dry floodplain.

Upcoming Field Nats Activities
Bot an ic Gar den s Open Day: Sunday 26 May, 9 am to 12 noon
Ju n e M eet in g: to be advised
Ju n e Field Tr ip: Sat 15 June, Fogg Dam at Night with Heather Boulden & Jeremy Hempill
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April Field Report
Butterflies at East Point with Tissa Ratnayeke
Sunday 14 April

Richard Willan describes the monsoon forest habitat. Photo: Jan Martin

The Club had a hugely successful Butterfly Field Trip this morning with many new faces turning up for
the event. We saw a good range of butterflies large and small, all of species expected to be seen in
the area. I already have an extensive selection of butterfly images so I only took this one photograph
of a pair of Spotted Rustics (Phalanta phalantha) mating. I didn't notice it at the time but just behind
and above them was a chrysalis, in fact it belongs to this very species - it is most likely the female
butterfly emerged from here and the male would have been waiting for her. Also, in the name of
science I managed to get myself stung by seven paper wasps. Some people thought I was acting!

Spotted Rustics (Phalanta phalantha) mating. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
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Podcasts
Two more podcasts from Off Track found at:
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/
6 Apr il: Th e bilby, t h e m oon an d t h e Bir r ilibu r u Ran ger s
A bilby dreaming story guides a mother with a sick child to
an outback town. Decades later, the child returns to repay
the favour and look after the bilby.

In the dreaming, the bilby was chased by the moon.
Photo Ann Jones, illustration John Gould [public domain]

13 Apr il: Gon e f ish - pygm y per ch pu sh ed t oo f ar
The tiny Yarra pygmy perch, with golden sheen and
teardrop eye, has been pushed to extinction in the Murray
Darling Basin. Now, all hopes for its return are focussed
on a couple of farm dams.
From the captive population, these are some of the last known individuals with the
genetics of the Murray Darling Basin population of Yarra Pygmy Perch.
Photo: Ann Jones

20 Apr il: Ear w or m s f r om Plan et Ear t h VIII
Angry sheep or randy frog? Motorbike or koala rev?
Indigestion or monkey? Get the headphones out for
another set of wild sounds sent in by Off Track listeners
from around the globe.
A baby koala, called a joey, clings to its mother's back at Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary. Photo: Ann Jones

27 Apr il: Nicot ian a ben t h am ian a, or ben t h , is
som et h in g of a w on der plan t .
A distant relative of commercial tobacco, benth is a useful
model plant, with many dubbing it the ?lab rat? of plant
genetics research. In the wild, benth is found in remote
areas of Western Australia, the Northern Territory and
Queensland. The benth genome was recently sequenced
for both DNA and RNA; the outcome of a collaborative

Benth. (Nicotiana benthamiana). Photo: Joel Werner

effort between Waterhouse?s lab at the University of
Sydney, CSIRO Plant Industry, and New Zealand Plant & Food Research.Off Track visits the rooftop
greenhouse of Professor Peter Waterhouse to learn more about this important research tool.
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Riddle of w asps an d or ch ids solved by am at eu r n at u r alist
Orchids have a strange effect on wasps. Despite offering no nectar or
edible material, wasps, which spend most of their time hunting
caterpillars and other larvae, are attracted to orchids, often specific
orchids. Once present, they enter the
flower backwards. Edith Coleman was the
first to observe, describe and collect data
on the behaviour of these pollinating
wasps. She lived in Healesville Victoria
and began her study of wasps and
orchids in the 1920s when in her late 40s.
She discovered that the orchids use pheromones to mimic female
wasps. So strong is the attraction that male wasps will even reject a
female wasp to mate with an orchid. During the pseudocopulation the
wasps collect pollen and perform their task for the orchid, taking it to
another orchid offering more copulation. Coleman?s work which
included prolific writing was recognised with the Australian Natural

Edith Coleman. Photo: National
Gallery of Australia

History Medallion. Zoologist and author Danielle Clode has written about the life of Edith Coleman
in her book The Wasp and the Orchid. Danielle reads excerpts from her book, discusses the life of
Edith Coleman, and describes the amazing tricks used by orchids to fool and attract wasps.
Found at: www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/scienceshow/riddle-of-wasps-and-orchids-solved/9752850

Pseu docopu lat ion - ben ef icial t o t h e or ch id, exploit at ive of t h e w asp
Last week zoologist and author Danielle Clode
introduced us to Edith Coleman, the first
person to observe, describe and collect data
on the behaviour of pollinating wasps in the
presence of some orchids. Just fourteen of
Australia?s 1,300 named orchids practice
mimicry, luring wasps for pseudocopulation.
Danielle has written about Edith Coleman in
her book, The Wasp and the Orchid. This
week, in conclusion, Danielle suggests it is
hard to imagine the evolutionary process that

Spider orchids (Caladenia tentaculata) being attended by thynnine
flower wasps. Photo: Danielle Clode.

would have given rise to the process, one so
beneficial to the orchid and so exploitative to the wasp.
Found at:
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/scienceshow/pseudocopulation---beneficial-to-the-orchid,-exploitative-to-th/9776958
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Fair yw r en Pr oject collat es bir d sigh t in gs t o m on it or ch an ges in popu lat ion s an d r an ge
The Fairywren is an iconic Australian bird. There are
ten species in Australia with a few more in Papua New
Guinea. They are loved by researchers, hard core
twitchers, and backyard birders. Researchers at the
Cornell Lab or Ornithology are using observations sent
in by citizen scientists to monitor population sizes and
range. Fairywrens exhibit complex social behaviour.
Plumage and social structure are influenced by climate
Male Superb Fairywren (Malurus caneus).
Photo: Flickr/Kym Farnik

and habitat, both of which are changing fast. So, what
can we expect for fairywrens? Graduate student Joseph

Welklin describes the project and how observations help fairywren researchers.
Found at:
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/scienceshow/fairywren-project-collates-bird-sightings-to-monitor-changes-in/10928848

M or e f ake n ew s': Exper t s slam du biou s n igh t par r ot r esear ch
The ABC can reveal that one of Australia's largest conservation groups unknowingly published
evidence that was misleading, and in some cases fake, over the course of a two-year fundraising
campaign. The Australian Wildlife Conservancy promoted photographs of night parrot nests,
claiming it had discovered the largest population of the elusive bird on record. But an
independent panel has found the material included artificial eggs and other misleading evidence,
effectively discrediting the discovery. It's a major embarrassment for the NGO, who has had to
retract all its night parrot research from the public domain.
Found at:
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/more-fake-news:-experts-slam-dubious-night-parrot-research/10928002

Is bir dson g m u sic?
It?s contentious. Is there more to birdsong than staking out
territory and attracting a mate? Are there messages about food
and danger? And is there more? Birdsong is certainly functional,
but is it only functional? Musician Hollis Taylor has been
recording and studying Australian birdsong since 2002. She has
documented their calls and songs, and even observed young
birds being trained to sing by their parents. Hollis Taylor speaks
to a range of scientists as she considers whether birds

An immature and mature pied butherbird
'singing lesson' at Maleny, Queensland.
Photo: Hollis Taylor

appreciate their calls as much as we do. One biologist argues that as birds learn from and mimic
each other, this passing of learning from one generation to the other fits the definition of culture.
And being culture makes it music. See what you think! Podcast can be found at:
www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/scienceshow/is-birdsong-music/10639616
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Now f r om som e r eadin g ...
Wh er e Son g Began : Au st r alia?s Bir ds an d How Th ey Ch an ged t h e Wor ld, by Tim Low , Vik in g
An authoritative and entertaining exploration of Australia?s distinctive birds and
their unheralded role in global evolution Renowned for its gallery of unusual
mammals, Australia is also a land of extraordinary birds. But unlike the mammals,
the birds of Australia flew beyond the continent?s boundaries and around the
globe many millions of years ago. This eye-opening book tells the dynamic but
little-known story of how Australia provided the world with songbirds and parrots,
among other bird groups, why Australian birds wield surprising ecological power,
how Australia became a major evolutionary center, and why scientific biases have
hindered recognition of these discoveries.
Th e Gr eat An im al Or ch est r a, by Ber n ie Kr au se, Lit t le Br ow n an d Com pan y Hach et t e
Musician and naturalist Bernie Krause is one of the world's leading experts in
natural sound, and he's spent his life discovering and recording nature's rich
chorus. Searching far beyond our modern world's honking horns and buzzing
machinery, he has sought out the truly wild places that remain, where natural
soundscapes exist virtually unchanged from when the earliest humans first
inhabited the earth. Krause shares fascinating insight into how deeply animals
rely on their aural habitat to survive and the damaging effects of extraneous
noise on the delicate balance between predator and prey.
Beak s, Bon es an d Bir d Son gs, by Roger Leder er , Tim ber Pr ess
Reveals the strange and wondrous adaptations birds rely on to get by.?
? National Audubon Society When we see a bird flying from branch to branch
happily chirping, it is easy to imagine they lead a simple life of freedom, flight,
and feathers. What we don?t see is the arduous, life-threatening challenges they
face at every moment. Beaks, Bones, and Bird Songs guides the reader through
the myriad, and often almost miraculous, things that birds do every day to
merely stay alive.

Publications
The following are the latest publications to arrive at NT Field Nats. Please see Lyn Lowe if you
wish to borrow a copy.
Bir ds Qu een slan d New slet t er , Vol 50, No 3 April 2019
Geelon g Nat u r alist
Monthly magazine of the Geelong Field Naturalists?Club Inc., Vol 54, No. 11. April 2019
Th e Nat u r alist New s
Published for Naturalist in Western Australia, April 2019
Au st r alian Bir dlif e, Vol 8 No. 1, March 2019
Nature Territory - May 2019

Page 9

Chitter Chatter - excerptsfromthe Club'sFacebookgroup
24 Apr il: Nick Volpe?
Australian Bockadam (Cerberus australis)
from suburbia Darwin. The Bockadam is
a mud-snake that actively hunts fish
along the mangrove-lined creeks or
estuaries across northern Australia.
These snakes lay in the water
submerged under plants or algae, ready
to launch at any fish that swims past.

22 Apr il: Kat e Blou n t
Can anyone ID this this little guy? Nourlangie Rock, Kakadu
National Park.
Cait lin Hen der son: Zebratula flavonigra I believe.

22 Apr il: Jessica M ah ler Can anyone ID this little guy?
Cait lin Hen der son : A male Myrmarachne bicolor, a
jumping spider that mimics Strobe ants.
Tissa Rat n ayek e: These are interesting spiders. Here's
a Top End strobe ant (Opisthopsis sp) that is similar to
the species the spider mimics. As per previous posts
the female spider is a more realistic match.
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19 Apr il: Neil Ben i
Here's a pic of the Pseudoscorpion the kids found.
It is tiny so I took a last minute pic with my phone
and a needle to show you the scale
Tissa Rat n ayeke: Neil, thanks for posting
including pic with needle to give some sense of
scale. Great images. I haven't seen one yet,
something new to look for.

16 Apr il: Pat r ice Cr esw ick ?
Majestic sea eagles, residents of the beach
between One Fella and Two Fella Creeks, Cox
Peninsula.

11 Apr il: Jan is Ot t o?
The beautiful Dollarbird visited home this
afternoon. I often see them perched on the
power lines. They migrate from New Guinea to
Northern and Eastern Australia around
September and return March or April. They are
the only member of the Roller family in
Australia.
Nature Territory - May 2019
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the June newsletter: 29 May 2019
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that he has already received eight articles for this year's volume (No 29).
There will be three book reviews this time. Publication should be in July.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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