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John and Marg Girdham were lucky to have this immature yellow mantid visiting their garden recently. They are usually green, the yellow
colour variation is not common.

FOR THE DIARY

Novem ber M eet in g: Wednesday 13 - False Killer Whale Research with Carol Palmer
Novem ber Field Tr ip: Sunday 17 - Migratory Birds at Lee Point with Andrew Bill
See pages 3 & 4 f or m or e det ails

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

November Meeting
False Killer Whales ? Are there local / resident populations in
Northern Territory coastal waters?
Presented by Carol Palmer
Wednesday 13, 7.00 pm, CDU Casuarina, Room BLUE 2.1.51

False killer whales. Photo: Peter Zeroni

The False Killer Whale (FKW), Pseudorca crassidens, is a tropical and warm temperate oceanic species that is
broadly distributed, but naturally rare throughout its range. The FKW is one of the larger members of the
dolphin family, Delphinidae, and despite its world-wide distribution throughout the tropics and sub-tropics, is
one of the least known of the large tropical dolphins.
Most of what is known about FKWs comes from studies around the Hawaiian Archipelago. In Hawaiian waters
three populations have been recognised - two coastal dwelling populations and an offshore population. All
three populations are managed as separate population stocks by the US Marine Mammal Protection Act. It is
currently unknown whether FKWs in Australian waters comprise one broad population or distinct coastal and
offshore populations.
Australia's and the Southern Hemisphere's first ever satellite tagging of FKW took place in 2014 and the
satellite tracking movement patterns occurred within the Arafura and Timor Seas. The second tagging project
occurred in 2018 around the Groote Archipelago where two individuals were tagged. The FKWs in Australian
waters are truly Olympic swimmers like no other cetacean!! Total distance travelled by tagged individuals in
2014 was as much as 5,161 km (over a 54-day period).
Comparisons of distances traveled combined with past analysis of FKW biopsy samples (haplotypes) from
samples across the globe and including the Northern Territory, suggests that there may indeed be distinct
coastal and offshore populations of FKWs in northern Australia similar to the situation in Hawaii. However, the
unresolved factors influencing the movement and habitat-use patterns observed in the two tagging studies,
highlights the fact that further satellite tracking and genetic analysis of FKW populations in Northern Territory
and Australian waters is warranted. In addition, the Northern Territory could be in an ideal position to
contribute to the understanding of FKW coastal habitat requirements and stock structure and thus contribute to
defining appropriate geographical scales for management of populations in Northern Territory and
Commonwealth waters.
Dr Carol Palmer has been a biologist in the Northern Territory for the last 20 years. Through Charles Darwin
University she completed a Graduate Diploma in Science through Research on Orange-footed Scrubfowl, a MSc
through Research on Black Flying Foxes and a PhD on four species of dolphin in the NT (including the FKW).
Carol is now an Adjunct at CDU.
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November Field Trip
Migratory Shorebirds and more:
Lee Point to Buffalo Creek at High Tide with Andrew Bell
Sunday 17 at 8.00 am at Lee Point car park

Eastern Curlews near Buffalo Creek. Photo: Andrew Bell

Come and watch and learn to identify our wonderful migratory shorebirds and some year round residents on a
walk led by NT Field Nats Birdlife Australia Liaison Officer, Andrew Bell, with fellow shorebird surveyors and
researchers from Birdlife Australia Top End Branch. We will start at the carpark and walk along the back of the
beach east towards Buffalo Creek.
The beach between Lee Point and Buffalo creek is a critically important roosting and feeding area for large
numbers of the migratory shorebirds that visit Darwin during the build-up and wet, including the critically
endangered Eastern Curlew. There will be a 5.7 m (medium) high tide at about 8.00 am. We will have ?scopes?
available for a close look. Expect large flocks of Great and Red Knots, Greater and Lesser Sandplovers, Eastern
Curlews and many other species. We may even find some birds that have been flagged by researchers in Darwin
in previous years, and possibly even birds flagged in China, Japan and elsewhere. It is not uncommon for more
than 5000 birds to roost here at high tide.
Meet at the Lee Point Carpark at 8.00 am. Bring your binoculars and insect
repellent (but not your dog ? dogs are strictly prohibited from this stretch
of beach!) . NB: Mosquito numbers are expected to be elevated.

Upcoming Field Nats Activities
Ch r ist m as Par t y!
Su n day m or n in g, 8 Decem ber at t h e n ew Visit or Cen t r e,
Geor ge Br ow n Bot an ic Gar den s
Note: There will not be a field trip in December
Nature Territory - November 2019
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From Your Club President Graham Brown
It is my intention to write a little column about the activities of the Committee and other things as a way to
communicate faster with members.
Firstly let me apologise for the lack of a Field Trip in October. The trip was originally planned for Casuarina
Coastal Reserve to be led by Richard Willan. Unfortunately the Reserve was so severely burnt that an
alternative had to be found. A trip to Howard Springs chasing spiders seemed to be a good choice following
Caitlin Henderson's spider talk (see page 5). We knew about the potential of mosquito problems at that time
but were not aware that the previous poor wet season had led to a large number of eggs that had not
hatched until the most recent high tide. The trip was finally cancelled on the advice of rangers.
Secondly the good news is that although the next Field Trip also occurs in another high mosquito time
period, the numbers will be lower and as we will mostly be on the beach, the breeze should also keep most
of them away. Also, being a daytime excursion rather than a nocturnal one should make a big difference.

Garden Party
Article and photographs by Betty Lum
My back garden has come alive this week (22 October). The sounds of "squeak squeak" a little like those yellow
rubber duckies. They are Double-barred Finches, six of them, and they are busy picking, scooping, and flying
through the air. Long ribbons of grass trailing behind their tiny bodies. Their nest is beginning to look like a
tangled mess of hair.
During the heat of the day, they congregate
in the cool, under the bamboo clump. They're
a noisy lot, as if daring each other. Then the
bravest takes a dive into the bird bath. One
by one they all follow and dunk their heads,
and shimmer and shake. They are so sociable
and by noon they have invited their friends
and soon there are at least twelve of them!
Yesterday afternoon as I sat by the window, I
heard some chirping and at the corner of my eye I saw and then heard a soft plonk. Something dropped,
probably just a lizard. I noticed two honeyeaters stop for a moment then fly off. There on the soft leaves was a
scrawny baby honeyeater. He looked dead but then I could just see his chest moving. I gently picked him up.
There was no sign of any nest above me. I put him in a basket and hung it up in a fork of the bamboo tree.
This morning I waited and watched and was so overjoyed
to see that his mum had returned. Sometimes she has to
contend to a rowdy welcome as the finches flit and flicker
around her. But she's not deterred and still manages to
feed her chick.
So with the constant cheeping, and dipping and splashing
you might say there is a garden party going on at my
place a the moment. I don't get anything done, my new
tenants are too distracting - and I love it!
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'Spider Secrets of the Top End'
with Caitlin Henderson
Report by Graham Brown and Judy Egan. Images by Caitlin Henderson
Octobers meeting, 'Spider Secrets of the Top End', was a presentation by Caitlin Henderson in which Caitlin
updated Club members of her activities and findings from her nine month residency at the Northern Territory
Museum. As with most invertebrates, spiders have received significantly less taxonomic attention than
vertebrate species. At present less than 25% of the estimated 30,000+ Australian spider species have been
scientifically described and named.
Several rare species were discussed including a species of
fringed jumping spider (genus Portia), that may be new. Portia
are specialist predators on other spider species and their ability
to strategise and plan an ambush rates them as perhaps one of
the most intelligent spiders.

Fringed Jumping Spider, Portia sp.

Stone-nest Spider, possibly Nemoscolus sp., encased in its silk and rock cocoon.

A particularly interesting find was a
species of Stone-nest Spider which lives
in a cone made from silk and small
stones, around which it builds an orb
web. This may possibly constitute a new
species of Nemoscolus - a primarily
African genus not previously recorded in
Australia.

Caitlin expanded on a couple of her research interests including St Andrews Cross spiders of which there are several
species in the Northern Territory, the commonest being Argiope aetherea. While out collecting with Graham Brown, a new
species for Australia (A. catenulata) was discovered over the water at Fogg Dam and subsequently at a couple of other
places. Details are presented in the July 2019 issue of the Northern Territory Naturalist.
Huntsman spiders (family Sparassidae) are another of Caitlin's special interests. This family has not been fully
revised for more than a century and it is therefore difficult to identify many species. Those in the genus
Neosparassus are commonly called Badge Spiders due to the badge-shaped pattern on the underside of the
abdomen. Caitlin considers she found at least two new species including one that appears to occur primarily on
Pandanus.
Coin spiders, Herennia oz, are common in the Northern Territory (and North Queensland) but are hard to find.
Females are mostly found in slight depressions
on the trunks of smooth-barked gum trees. The
males are much smaller and rarely seen (and
currently undescribed). Coin spiders can be
extremely variable in colour and tend to be
highly cryptic against their surroundings.

Colour variation in Coin Spiders
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The take home message from Caitlin's
presentation was that whilst she had learnt and
discovered a great deal in her nine months in
the Northern Territory, there is still much more
to discover.
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Enquiry from TV Production Company
The Club received the following request via email. Whilst the request is for Rainbow Lorikeets, which do not
occur in Darwin, they would possibly consider Red-collared Lorikeets if other criteria can be met. If anyone has
suggestions please contact Carlos Grau on

Carlos.Grau@plimsollproductions.com
Hello,
I am writing from a television production company in the UK called Plimsoll Productions
(http:/ / www.plimsollproductions.com). We are working on a new landmark documentary series which will focus
entirely on the smaller species of our planet. From the Series Producer of Planet Earth 2, this will be a
high-profile project with a worldwide audience. One episode in the series will explore the wildlife of Australia.
I was wondering if anyone at Northern Territory Field Naturalists Club would like to help me with a few
questions:
We?d like to film a large flock of Rainbow Lorikeets coming to roost in a eucalyptus tree, preferably one in
flower. Ideally, we'd also like this to be somewhere free of buildings, powerlines or other artificial structures if
at all possible. Given this species' well-known love for urban parks and gardens, I've been struggling to find a
flock in a natural -looking location! Would this be something we could see in or around Darwin? We would aim
to film around January.
Any help or advice you are able to offer would be greatly appreciated. I would be more than happy to phone at
a convenient time for you if that would be easier.
Thank you in advance for your time and help. I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
Carlos Grau

Moth Sighting Request from Ethan Beaver
The Ghost Moth (Aenetus sp.) occurs in the top-end of the NT, from
Darwin to Groote Eylandt. I am a researcher involved with the
taxonomy (naming of new species) of these insects, and I'd like to ask
that if anyone sees one of these moths if they could please pop it in
their freezer and contact me, either through email
ethan.beaver@live.com.au or facebook messages.

Bit s N' Pieces

The species that occurrs in the NT is probably new to science,
however I need more specimens to confirm this morphologically and
genetically. The moths are large (approximately 6-10cm long) and
can be either bright green or brown, the females with bright pink
hind wings. They will fly on nights of rainfall particularly in summer
and can often be seen sitting under lights or on screen doors, where
they typically hang leaf-like by their front legs.
If you find a live specimen that you don't want to freeze, it'd be a real
shame but is understandable - please take a photo anyway as the
location and date information may still be somewhat useful.
Thanks in advance
Mating Ghost Moths, coincidentally also highlighting the brown or green colour forms.
Photo: Nick Volpe
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Chitter Chatter
Excerpts from the Clubs Facebook page

21 Oct ober : Richel l e Annis-Brown
Accidentally disturbed a tata lizard this afternoon. She was in
the process of laying eggs in this nicely dug out hole under a
flower pot. We returned later and she had covered them up and
placed a leaf over it too! Not sure if we should water the flower
anymore?
John Gryl l s: Try and maintain the current level of dampness in
the pot.

Oct ober 18: Tissa Rat nayeke
How well do you know your Top End butterflies?
Meadow Argus (Junonia villida) are widespread throughout
Australia but you're probably unlikely to see one in your Top End
suburban garden as they seem to prefer somewhat open, natural
woodland habitats. Seen a few days ago, this one was a welcome
sight as their numbers are at their lowest by September. They
breed up during the wet season, though the lack of rain so far will
probably make it a late start this year, reaching a peak from March
to May.
They fly close to the ground, often resting on it, where they
appear to vanish as the mute colouring on the underside of the
wings blends in so well with the background - if disturbed or
approached they will flash their wings exposing an orange upper
surface with its large eyespots. Do look out for them during your
bushwalks.

Oct ober 14: Lynne Logan
Hi I just got referred to this group and have been scrolling
through the amazing pics and stories. Love it thanks for
having me. I am trying to find out what this plant is. If it is a
weed and if it is useful for anything. Any ideas? I found in
the coastal thickets up at West Alligator Head

Judy Egan: It is Adenia heterophylla - in the same family as
passionfruit - but the fruit of Adenia are poisonous. The
vine is a larval food plant for Orange Lacewing butterflies.
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14 Oct ober: Nick Vol pe
Juvenile Miller's Damselfish (Pomacentrus milleri)
from Darwin Harbour.

Oct ober 12: St uart Hairy-But l er
This Rainbow Bee-Eater must have been pretty sure of
himself, caught a dragon fly, bashed its head into a
branch and then threw it in the air and caught it.
Awesome little birds these guys

Tissa Rat nayeke: One Common Glider Dragonfly
(Tramea loewii) down the hatch.

Release of New Citizen Science Project and App!
Butterflies Australia has just released a brand new citizen science project aimed at increasing the
knowledge of Australia's butterfly fauna. Check it out at www.butterflies.org.au

Template Lef t Hand Page
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the October newsletter: Wednesday 27 November 2019
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that volume number 29, containing 15 articles, was published in July. Copies
have just been mailed out to members who didn't collect their complimentary copy at the August meeting.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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