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Gouldian Finches were in abundance during the Club’s September field trip to Tumbling Waters. This photograph by club member Phil Smith
shows adult red and black head morphs plus several immature birds. See page 4 for the report on this successful excursion.

FOR THE DIARY
October Meeting: Wednesday 9, 7.00 pm
Spider Secrets of the Top End - Caitlin Henderson

October Field Trip: Saturday 12 - Nocturnal Walk at Howard Springs
• See pages 2 - 3 for more details •
Disclaimer:
The -views
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2019in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.
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Club Activities
October Meeting

Wednesday 9 October 7:00 pm (please note new starting time).
CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2.1.51

Spider Secrets of the Top End - presented by Caitlin Henderson
In the thrilling sequel to March’s introduction to local spiders, we will take a plunge into what makes the Territory
spiders tick. After spending ten wild months diving headlong into Pandanus, balancing on rock ledges and hoping
that eyeshine isn’t a crocodile, Caitlin presents her discoveries and new perspectives on the fascinating spiders of
the Top End. Come armed with your best spider questions and prepare for more legs than you can handle.
About the presenter: Caitlin is the co-developer of
Spidentify, Australia’s Whitley Award Winning spider
identification app. She has been living in Darwin since
December when she moved up from the urban jungle of
Melbourne to work in the Spiders exhibition at MAGNT. Her
time in the Territory is now coming to a close as she follows
the Spiders exhibition to Queensland Museum in November.

Above: Lynx Spider (Hamataliwa sp.) Right: Wishbone Spider
(Aname sp.) Photos: Caitlin Henderson

Succesful 2019 AGM and a Bright Future for the Club
The Club’s AGM on 11 September was one of the best attended meetings of late, with standing room only for
the final few attendees. Richard Willan presented his final President’s report after serving four consecutive
terms in that role and becoming the second person after Tissa Ratnayeke to have done that. Treasurer Joe
Rapley presented the audited accounts which were successfully moved and accepted.
The Club’s office bearers for 2019-2020 are: President - Graham Brown; Treasurer - Mary Fathers and Secretary
- Megan Hoskins. See last page of this newsletter for current committee members plus positions held by other
club members.
The Club would like to thank all committee members for their contributions and in particular Richard for his
guidance over the past four years and while he has stepped down from committee resposibilities the Club is
grateful that he has volunteered to continue as editor of our journal Northern Territory Naturalist.
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Club Activities

October Field Trip - Saturday 12 October

7.00 pm for field trip or optional 5 pm for a social swim and feed

Nocturnal Safari at Howard Springs Nature Reserve
with Caitlin Henderson and Graham Brown
Come and join Caitlin Henderson and Graham Brown on this nocturnal safari!
People are welcome to arrive from 5 pm onwards to relax, meet and socialise with other members. Free gas bbq’s
are available or bring picnic dinner (self catered). There are plenty of tables and room. Paddle pool is also available
as are amenities.
Caitlin will be conducting a Spider Crawl at 7pm and Graham will be setting up a UV light trap to draw in some of
the nocturnal insects which we can look at after the spider crawl.
The club will have the reserve to itself for the night so come and explore the rainforest walk and surrounding
Eucalypt woodland after the sun has set and learn
more about some of its inhabitants. There should be
plenty to see in the water as well, including File Snakes,
Barramundi and more.
Caitlin is also happy to chat about macro and night
photography if you want to bring any camera gear along.
Bring: Enclosed footwear, torch or headlamp, insect
repellent, water, sunglasses and broad rimmed hat
for eye protection around the UV light trap. For those
arriving earlier: food and drinks, swimmers, towel.
Where to meet: Howard Springs Nature Park - after
passing through the entrance gate continue straight
ahead to the end.
If you require more information contact Graham Brown
on 0417 804 036.

Juvenile Badge Huntsman (Neosparassus magareyi)
Photo: Caitlin Henderson

https://nt.gov.au/leisure/parks-reserves/find-a-park/find-a-park-to-visit/howard-springs-nature-park

Upcoming Field Nats Events
November Meeting - Wednesday 13 - Killer Whales with Carol Palmer
November Field Trip - Sunday 17 - Welcome to Waders with Andrew Bell

Birdlife Australia’s Twitchathon 2019 registrations are open!
Do you like getting together with your friends to see how many birds you can see?
Would you like to raise money for threatened bird conservation?
Then the Twitchathon is the race for you!
For over 30 years, hundreds of passionate birdwatchers have been racing around the countryside, last year 120 teams
competed in this unique sporting event. The aim? To see or hear as many bird species as possible and help protect our
birdlife for years to come.
In 2019, the BirdLife Australia National Twitchathon is back, bigger and better than ever. Whether it’s your first time
spotting or you’re a fully-fledged twitcher, the Twitchathon caters for all birders.
This year, the event will be held on the weekend of 26–27 October in all states and territories.
For more information visit the website: https://twitchathon.birdlife.org.au
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September Field Trip Report

Gorgeous Gouldians at Tumbling Waters Holiday Park - Sunday 15 October
Text and photos by Judy Egan

The proposed field trip for September – a trip to try and see Gouldian Finches at Tumbling Waters Holiday Park –
proved to be a very popular prospect with club members and was fully subscribed. I am also very pleased to say
that the field trip was highly successful with numerous finches being sighted by everyone who attended.
Whilst an earlier than usual start time of 8.00am
was advertised, several keen members arrived
even earlier than that and were instantly directed
by park owner, Jenny Campbell, to where a flock
of around 200 Gouldian Finches were feeding.
Interestingly this flock of finches were feeding
not amongst Sorghum or other native grasses,
but instead they were finding tasty morsels
amongst the short irrigated grass of some of the
recently vacated caravan parking spaces. Feeding
alongside the Gouldian Finches were Chestnutbreasted Mannikins, Double-barred Finches and
a few Masked Finches. The majority of the adult
Gouldians were of the black-headed morph (which
is more common), though the flock did also
include a number of red-headed birds.
When the larger flock of finches had gradually
vacated the area close to the caravans, Jenny’s
husband and ornithologist-in-the-making, Darren,
led us to another location a short distance away. This time the finches were feeding in more typical Gouldian
habitat of recently burt mixed Eucalypt woodland with dried native Sorghum grass understory. At least 50 birds
were feeding in this location, pecking around on the burnt edges of the grassy area then flying back up into the
trees when alarmed. It was great to see such a large number of immature birds amongst the flock so it would
appear that they may be breeding in the area. The birds certainly were not fazed by having 30-odd people (or 30
odd people?) viewing them at fairly close quarters and were content to sit and pose for photos and have a good
preen.
Immature (left) and adult Gouldian Finch - black-headed morph.

Some members chose to further explore the rest of the caravan park whilst others of the group lingered longer
with the Gouldian Finches and then headed to the billabong where the finches have regularly been seen
drinking. We did not see Gouldians at the
billabong but a couple of Masked Finches and
numerous Peaceful Doves did come to drink.
Rufous-throated Honeyeaters, Bar-breasted
Honeyeaters and Azure Kingfisher were also
sighted.
Several members availed themselves of the
excellent small café at the Holiday Park and
as an added unforeseen bonus, were also
treated to a snake talk by Luke from the
Territory Wildlife Park. It was a very enjoyable
and successful morning. A huge thank you
to park owners, Jenny and Darren Campbell,
for allowing us to visit and for being such
welcoming and enthusiastic hosts!
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Numerous immature birds amongst the adults.
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Jono Hagen - September 26
A few pics from monitoring Red Goshawks out on Melville Island. Pretty cool to see these chick grow week by week.
Brian Worsley - September 18
Corypha utans - Arafura Palm, at Old Arafura Station
(Murwangi) on the Arafura Swamp. They live about
70 years and at the end they produce a massive
inflorescence, fruit and die. only flower once in their
life. About 25 or so have burst into flower here all at
once, very impressive. This photo shows all stages youngster, mature, one starting to flower, one in full
flower and the dead one after fruiting.

James Pilkington - Do they occur anywhere else?
Louise Finch - Brock p126, mouths of Liverpool
and Glyde Rivers, Elcho Is., Qld, PNG, Malaysia,
Sri Lanka, s.India.
Betty Lum - September 19
Trash Bug - I was writing this morning when
something caught my eye. There was a tiny
fuzzy ball, the size of a pin head, moving across
the page. On closer inspection, under the fluffy
mound, I could detect legs and a pair of pincers.
I think I have just seen, a debris carrying lacewing
larva (ed Brown Lacewing, family Hemerobiidae).
If this is what it is, they carry trash on their backs.
Spent carcasses and scraps from their last meal
or bits of vegetation, they collect. This clever little
creature disguises himself like a wolf in sheep’s
clothing, so it can feed on soft-bodied insects like
aphids. What an amazing critter! And that’s just
the first part of its life.
So take time, be still, there’s another tiny world
around us.
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page
Phil Smith · September 14
I wonder if this was an advantageous meal
(of a wading bird) or whether this female
Black-necked Stork actually killed it. Taken
at Harrison Dam this morning. Apparently
they do take birds.
Marc Gardner - Wow! Great photo and
capture Phil. Looks like a Sharp-tailed
Sandpiper or similar wader... poor bugger
probably just migrated 10,000km from
Siberia!

Graeme Gillespie - September 5
Anyone have a name for this moth found in Darwin?
Tissa Ratnayeke - Graeme, lovely moth. Interesting
greenish colour but that might also be the angle of
light, I’ve only seen
generally brownish
ones. Just looked up
my photos, might
be this one Spirama
recessa, mine only has
a touch of green.

Magen Pettit - September 4
I saw this Pacific Baza
feeding on a Ta ta lizard this
arvo in Ludmilla. A Black Kite
swooped past and chased
it away. The Baza returned
to a different branch a few
minutes later, but it must
have dropped the lizard and
flew away.
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Chitter Chatter - continued
Dave Wigley in Batchelor - September 6
OK, so this morning, another male Great
Bowerbird came for an inspection, he had
his colour showing, moved a couple of
pieces around and flew away... all while the
other stood still and watched!!!!

Alison Roberts - September 6
Anyone know who this fella is ?? Pine Creek area.
Scott van Barneveld - Spiny-tailed Gecko (Strophurus
ciliaris).
John Grylls - Be careful they are a very docile gecko,
but or perhaps because they can spray an irritant
liquid from glands the top of their tail. Usually into the
eyes of perceived attackers.
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While moving some mollusc specimens over the
weekend, club member and marine biologist Adam
Bourke spilled over a small jar of Donax faba clams
collected from Nhulunbuy, NT. Noticing how the
shells appear like small butterflies, he delicately
rearranging the valves on a piece of card and took a
photograph.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the October newsletter: 31 October 2019
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, advises that volume number 29, containing 15 articles, was published in July. Copies
have just been mailed out to members who didn't collect their complimentary copy at the August meeting.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:45 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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