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Travis Enright found this Torpedo Grasshopper (Parastria reticulata) on the Jatbula Trail in Nitmiluk National Park.

FOR THE DIARY
Ju ly Field Tr ip: Nocturnal Meanders, Botanic Gardens, 6.30 pm, Saturday 28 July
Au gu st M eet in g: A Journey to the Borneo Rainforest, 7.30 pm, Wednesday 12 August
Au gu st Field Tr ip: Weekend Camping, Litchfield NP, 15 - 16 August
See page 2 and 3 for details
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

July Field Trip
Nocturnal Meanders in the Botanic Gardens
Saturday 25 July at 6.30 pm
Most of us have enjoyed a stroll through the George Brown Darwin Botanical Gardens during daylight hours but
what does it look like at night time.
You're invited to join the Club for this casual walk to explore the various habitats within the Gardens and
discover the nocturnal activities within. Hopefully we will spot some of the local residents such as Rufous and
Barking Owls, microbats, possums, frogs, toads, many species of spiders and insects, and also experience the
lovely scent of night flowering plants.
Meet at the top carpark at the end Geranium Street, accessed off the Stuart Highway in Stuart Park.
Please wear enclosed shoes. Bring a headlamp or torch, camera, binoculars, water and to be safe, mosquito
repellent/ protection.
COVID-19 - this field trip will be run in accordance with current recommended practices. Participants are
requested to view the Club's COVID-19 Safety Plan on our website at this link:
http:/ / www.ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ news/

Clockwise from top left: Rufous Owl, Northern Brushtail Possum, Roth's Treefrog, Garden Orb Weaver. Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke

August Field Trip - Weekend Camping at Litchfield National Park
Sat 15 - Sun 16 August
Details to be confirmed in next newsletter.
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August Meeting
A Journey to the Borneo Rainforest
Wednesday 12 August from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm
Charl es Darwin Universit y, Casuarina Campus, Mal Nairn Audit orium
Speakers: Stephen Reynolds, David Young, Janet Marles, Carla Eisemberg
This NT Field Naturalists' Club special event will launch the 2020 NT Science Week. During these hard times of
closed borders, immerse yourself in the heart of the Bornean jungle to learn about this biodiverse, endangered
environment, with its unique flora and fauna.
This session of amazing photos and stories will follow the discoveries made by a group of 12 CDU students who
traveled to the World Heritage Mulu National Park (Sarawak, Malaysia) and the pristine Ulu Temburong National
Park (Brunei Darussalam) in February 2020.
Learn about the bearded pigs that swim across oceans when migrating for food and the Bornean Keeled Pit
Viper that often stays in the same tree for months at a time, gives birth to live young, and can even bite
through their own jaw to inject their prey?!
The talk will be followed by free drinks and nibbles to celebrate our amazing Environmental Science discoveries
in the NT and beyond.
Below are a selection of images from the presentation, come along to discover what they are.

Photo:Cameratrap

Photo:Cameratrap

Photo: Vasillea Milsom
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Photo: Aliesha Jane Hvala
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June Field Trip Report
Gurambai Walking Trail - Darwin Airport
Sunday 28 June at 8.30 am. Report by Tissa Ratnayeke
Situated within bushland at Darwin Airport, this is one of the city's well maintained, short, scenic, walking trails,
and personally one of my favourite places to visit. This field trip was the Club's first since activities were
postponed in mid-March in response to COVID -9 containment initiatives and we were eager to see how many
would turnout - it was overwhelming, 40 adults and about half a dozen children.
Participants were briefed on the Club's COVID-19 policy after which we split in to two groups and commenced
the walk, traveling in opposite directions. The start of the trail is a loop that borders the Marrara Swamp which
forms the headwaters of Rapid Creek. Wetland specialist plants such as Drosera, Utricularia and Lindernia were
abundant and Osbeckia australiana was just commencing flowering.
Sadly, late last year a major bushfire devastated much of this area, killing many large trees: their black, charred
and bare trunks a vivid reminder of the event. One of the benefits to us though was the ability to observe the
caterpillars of the 4 O'clock Moth (Dysphania numana) which were now forced to feed close to the ground on
the new growth sprouting from the protected root stock of their host plant Caralia brachiata.
The track then continues through a mixture of savanna woodland and pandanus forest before swinging around
to enter a riparian zone and it is here that one sees the flood control weir that was built in the mid-1980s . This
also is the place where the first signs of the emergent creek, the only permanent flowing stream in the Darwin
region can be seen.
It was a pleasant morning's excursion. We saw a broad range of fauna and flora species, see next page for bird list.
My group had an added bonus to see a staff member from one of the nearby hotels turn up with a trapped
native Black-footed Tree Rat. It was so reassuring to learn these rare rats were being trapped and released
rather than being baited.
Credits for photographs: Amanda Lilleyman (AL), Andrew Bell (AB), John & Marg Girdham (JM)

Intrepid explorers. (AL)

Utricularia sp. (AB)
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Centranthera cochinchinesis (AB)

Informative signage. (JM)

Diplacodes haematodes (AB)

Longicorn beetle larvae activity. (AL)
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Male Mopsus mormon. (AL)

Black-footed Tree Rat. (JM)

4 O'clock Moth caterpillar. (AB)

Pandanus forest. (JM)

Female or eclipse White-winged Triller. (AB)

Small fish in the creek. (AB)

Osbeckia australiana. (AB)

Flood control weir, built mid-1980s. (JM)

Mimosa pudica, an introduced species. (AB)

Galls on a leaf. (JM)

White-breasted Woodswallows. (AB)

Bird list provided by Amanda Lilleyman:
Peaceful Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Pheasant Coucal
Little Bronze-Cuckoo
Australian White Ibis
Black Kite
Forest Kingfisher
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Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Red-winged Parrot
Red-collared Lorikeet
White-gaped Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
White-throated Honeyeater
Striated Pardalote

Weebill
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike
Varied Triller
Yellow Oriole
Australasian Figbird
White-breasted Woodswallow
Northern Fantail

Spangled Drongo
Magpie-lark
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher
Mistletoebird
Crimson Finch
Double-barred Finch
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Chitter Chatter
Excerpts from the Clubs Facebook page
June 26: Nick Vol pe
Something you don't see too often.
A Western Chestnut Mouse (Pseudomys nanus) from near
Litchfield this week!

June 27: Rachel Horne
Could someone tell me what these are please?
Deborah Hil l: Some type of shield bug eggs and
nymphs
Tissa Rat nayeke: Rachel, that's a neat photo showing
eggs and recently emerged nymphs. They are not
ladybird larvae which have bodies that resemble a
grub. As mentioned earlier in this post, these are
shield/ stink bugs belonging to the family
Pentatomidae. The nymphs are often brightly
coloured which can change between moults as they
grow. The majority of species are sap suckers though
there are a few predatory ones. Here's a photo of an
older nymph.

June 21: Just in Raabe
Acacia helicophylla.
The stems, leaves and bark of this
Acacia are covered in a sticky
substance. Found at Nitmiluk
Gorge.
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Jul y 10: Nick Vol pe
The Top End of the Northern Territory is incredibly
diverse in invertebrates. Over the past year and a
half whilst living here, I have begun trying to
document all of these lesser-known animals.
One family of insects that has the highest diversity
of species here in the Top End over any other
region in Australia is mantids.
Pictured are just thirteen of the thirty plus species
that occur here. Hopefully by this time next year I
will be nearly close to photographing them all!
To see more mantis photos and learn what species
the ones pictured are, visit the gallery here
-https:/ / www.nlwild.com/ mantids-phasmids
Jul y 12: Jess Ba
Amazing gecko found in Tennant Creek, thoughts?
Wil l iam Ross: Northern spiny tailed gecko
John Gryl l s: Can squirt irritant liquid from glands in tail if frightened.
Dave Wil son: Got shot in the left eye doing critter rescue crew on a
pipeline job few years ago, had blurry vision for about 3 days, very
uncomfortable. They shoot about 1.5 meters

Jul y 12: Brian Worsl ey
Pretty stoked to capture this Tailed emperor this morning on a
bait station I set up of rotting star fruit - on the Cobourg
Heat her Ryan: One of my favorites. Overripe banana & rockmelon
get them too. Check at night for moths too.

Jul y 4: Jess Al l away
Anyone know this guy?
Nick Vol pe: Moth Butterfly (Liphyra brassolis)
Tissa Rat nayeke: Jess, great find and thanks for sharing.
Yes, Moth Butterfly, surprisingly they are rarely sighted,
especially considering their larval food is so very common unusual for a butterfly the caterpillars are predatory, they feed
on green tree ant larvae and eggs.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the August newsletter: 29 July 2020
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, has started working on this year’s volume (number 30). It will have the
environmental/ecological impacts of fire as its main theme. Richard would welcome any contributions, big or
small, on this theme (or other topic) as there is still plenty of space left. He is happy to talk with authors about
potential contributions and guide them along the pathway to publication.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:00 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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