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A little (10 mm head to tail) robber fly with its minuscule planthopper prey, photographed by Callum Munro at Bees Creek.

FOR THE DIARY

Ju n e Field Tr ip: Gurambai Walking Trail, Darwin Airport - Sunday 28 at 8.30 am
See page 2 f or m or e det ails

Disclaimer: The views expressed in Nature Territory are not necessarily those of the NT Field Naturalists' Club Inc. or members of its Committee.

June Field Trip
Gurambai Walking Trail - Darwin Airport
Sunday 28 June at 8.30 am
This scenic, well maintained walking track within the Darwin Airport precinct starts within the catchment area of
Rapid Creek. It meanders through diverse habitats including areas that are inundated by the rains of the wet
season, open monsoon forest landscapes and later the creek's well shaded riparian zone.
This wonderful location in the middle of Darwin is the ideal place to discover a broad selection of native flora
and fauna, and is probably one of the best places to
view large numbers of the iconic 4 O'clock Moths
(Dysphania numana). Birds are also well represented,
Barking Owls, Nankeen Night Herons, White-faced
Herons and Azure kingfishers to name a few.
Meet in the carpark just past the Furry Godmother Pet
Resort.
Remember to bring cameras, binoculars, water and
hat. Please wear enclosed shoes. Mosquitoes might be
present so consider using appropriate protection.
COVID-19 - this field trip will be run in accordance with current recommended practices. Participants are
requested to view the Club's COVID-19 Safety Plan on our website at this link:
http:/ / www.ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/ news/

A selection of images from the Gurambai Walking Trail. Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke
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Report on March Field Trip
to Howard Springs Nature Reserve
Report and photographs by Tissa Ratnayeke
Approximately 25 members and guests gathered at the far carpark at Howard Spring Nature Park for the
morning's excursion on Sunday 15 March. Recent heavy rain had resulted in the closure of the track through the
monsoon forest so it was decided that we would explore the surrounding woodlands habitats.
We walked north, skirting the edge of the monsoon forest, the area muddy underfoot and requiring us to
navigate around a few little puddles and streams that were draining into the forest. We soon reached the
fenced boundary to the adjacent Howard Springs Hunting Reserve and crossed to that side. Either side of the
fence line had been cleared to provide a broad fire break and it was here also that we had to negotiate a much
broader flow of ankle deep runoff water. We all emerged on the other side with squelching shoes but beyond
that encountered no more crossings.
We turned right and walked eastwards along the Hunting Reserve's firebreak. As expected for this time of year
the area rewarded us with many sightings of invertebrates, grasshopper, caterpillars, butterflies and wasps to
name a few plus numerous annual herbs and plants in flower. Having reached the eastern boundary we crossed
back into the Nature Park and returned to the carpark via tracks seldom used by the general public.

Clockwise from top left: (1) Tawny Coster (Acraea terpsicore). (2) Flowers and buds of Ipomoea abrupta. (3)The stripe identifies this as an
immature Litoria rubella. (4) Female Green Jumping Spider (Mopsus mormon). (5) A very slender stick insect (unidentified species).
(6) Yellow bloom of the Bridal Tree (Xanthostemon paradoxus). (7) A hawk moth caterpillar (Theretra oldenlandiae).
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What to Do When You Are Stuck in the NT?
Q: What do you do if you if you are an American entomologist visiting the NT for just a few weeks when all
national and international borders are suddenly closed due to a pandemic?
A: You stay in the NT and collect more specimens!
Our speaker at the March club meeting and co-host of the March field trip, James Carpenter from the American
Museum of Natural History, and his wife Amy were visiting the NT for a few weeks to conduct research on paper
wasps . When national and international borders rapidly closed, the pair decided to sit it out in virtually
covid-free NT rather than returning to New York. This unscheduled longer visit has enabled them to get out and
about with Graham Brown from the NT Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory and collect much more
extensively than they would otherwise have been able to.

Left: Polistes schach, the NT's largest
paperwasp, approx twice the size of the
more common species. Not commonly
encountered, this one was collected whilst
drinking at a pool of water on the Marakai
Track. Photo: Graham Brown

Right: How to catch wasps when they come in to
drink

Left: James, Amy and Graham collecting in
the field with Kakadu Rangers
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Brief Summary of a Climate for Change
Conversation Meeting
report by Lyn Lowe

Presenter/Facilitator; David Liddle of ?Climate for Change?.
?www.climateforchange.org.au?
Meeting held on 23rd May 2020 at a home near the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
We were appropriately physically distanced on a large balcony overlooking honeyeaters feeding on flowering
tall Grevillea heliosperma and further into the distance Casuarina Coastal Reserve.
We were welcomed to the event (10 of us), introduced ourselves, and were given a questionnaire to complete
with our knowledge base and ideas relating to Climate Change. We then viewed an ?up to date? video and
were asked to break into small groups to discuss/consider the positive and negative aspects of the
presentation.
This was followed by a discussion relating to how information is disseminated - where politicians and others
obtain their information etc. Ideas were presented as to how we could participate in the
environmental/Climate Change debate, should we wish to do so..
If anyone would like to become more informed please contact David Liddle on 0406 445 727 to obtain details
of the next event or you may like to host an event.
Besides the yummy morning tea it was an informative and well conducted event by Enviro Collective CDU
www.facebook.com/EnviroCollectiveCdu
I?m a single person and went along to see what more I could do to progress ideas. The following is the blurb
which encouraged me to attend.
?The Climate for Change Conversation series is a great way to learn about ways you can fight climate change
from your own home and in your own life, in a private, supportive and small group environment. These events
are run all over Australia, by professional facilitators, who are skilled and passionate about climate change
education. The events are positive and solutions focused and the attendees are people who believe in and
want to see action in regards to climate change. Taking part in solutions based conversations helps to
alleviate some of the anxiety that can be associated with climate change inaction and it is a fantastic
opportunity to meet with like minded people and learn something new.?

Nature Territory - June 2020

Page 5

Chitter Chatter
Excerpts from the Clubs Facebook page
May 24: Angie Tester
This fly was at our place in Lyons, on the euphorbia.
Tissa Rat nayeke:
Angie, nice photos and congratulations on a positive ID, many people
mistake them for wasps or bees. This is in fact a Drone Fly, named after the
sound they make while flying. They are nectar feeders and like bees help
pollinate flowers

June 8: Andrew Bell
Northern Trout Gudgeon (Mogurnda mogurnda), at Walker
Creek. Snorkeling with an iPhone 7 (no case) at about 1.5m
depth (no liability for anyone else?s phone accepted - you
would be better off getting your underwater photography
advice from Etienne Littlefair!)
June 8: David McMahon
Some of you may remember me posting a photo of this beautiful Darwin
stick insect (Eurycnema osiris) a few months ago. When it first arrived it
was brown and I was able to watch it morph into this vibrant green and
pink. It?s been on the same plant for two months and I?ve watched it
every day. This morning I came outside to find this. The life cycle
continues and the next generation of stick insects can prune the plants
and fertilise the soil. They are more than welcome to call this backyard
home.
Rowshni Ahmed: So amazing. Is that mating I'm looking at? At first I
thought she was carrying her baby on her back, then I noticed the little
connection point

David McMahon: Rowshni Ahmed sure is! These phasmids are known
for marathon mating sessions so they?ll be at it for a while!
Andrew Bell: The females literally flick out quite large eggs one at a
time over a long period and, can reproduce even without a male
(parthenogenesis). My experience is that eggs collected early in the dry,
hatch in the build up. I have kept them on top of a layer of clean sand,
and then started occasionally misting them with water to mimic rain
from October (wouldn?t use Darwin chlorinated tap water though). The
eggs are about 5mm long, but the young stick insects unfold to about 2.5 cm body length, plus legs - quite amazing.
They often climb away with the hard egg capsule still stuck on one leg.
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June 9: Marlis Crocker
Is this a juvenile Little Bronze Cuckoo?
Tissa Rat nayeke: Looks like an adult female feeding on
a 4 O'clock moth caterpillar .

June 14: Darren Kenny
Any info on this creepy crawly? Located Eva Valley. Bachelor
Eridani Mulder: My favourite metallic bush cockroach Megazosteria patula.
I dont think they have an 'official' common name, I just call them Bronze
Bush Roaches.
.

June 13: Callum Munro
Any chance of an ID on this little cutie? Spotted in Bees Creek.
St uart Hairy-But ler: Striated Pardalote
Phil Smit h: Quite a few of these around at the moment. It?s breeding
season.

Steve Eff: I think that's the northern sub species, uropygialis. It's
amazing how loud their calls are for such tiny guys

June 14: Nick Volpe Wildlife Photography
Northern Hooded Scaly-foot (Pygopus
steelscotti) photographed at Cox Peninsula.
This legless lizard may look like a snake, but
the family Pygopodidae is actually closely
related to geckos!
Hooded Scaly-foots are nocturnal, feeding on
insects in which they catch and crush by
rotating their head.
To avoid being eaten, Scaly-foots mimic
venomous snakes by raising the front half of
their body and flickering their tongue to try
and trick predators.
There are three species of Hooded
Scaly-foots, with the Northern Hooded
Scaly-foot found in savanna country across northern Australia, the Western Hooded Scaly-foot being found across
western and central Australia in arid areas, plus the Eastern Hooded Scaly-foot found predominately in grasslands in the
eastern half of Australia.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome: Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news,
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history. Please forward material to
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com
Deadline for the July newsletter: 25 June 2020
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Need a Club membership form? Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Northern Territory Naturalist:
Chief Editor, Richard Willan, has started working on this year’s volume (number 30). It will have the
environmental/ecological impacts of fire as its main theme. Richard would welcome any contributions, big or
small, on this theme (or other topic) as there is still plenty of space left. He is happy to talk with authors about
potential contributions and guide them along the pathway to publication.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Top End Native Plant Society General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara
Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).
Visit http://www.topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month,
commencing at 7:00 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.
Subscriptions are on a financial‐year basis and are: Families/Institutional ‐ $30; Singles ‐ $25;
Concessions ‐ $15. Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.
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