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December Field Trip:  Sunday 12, 7.00 am
Breakfast at the Botanic Gardens

• See pages 2 for more details •

December 2021

Club Activities pp. 2

Chitter Chatter pp. 3-4

Club Notices p. 5

This Australian Tiger (Ictinogomphus australis) was recently photographed on the Mary River by Vicki Webb 
and posted to the Club’s Facebook page.
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From the November Meeting
The Big Quiz Night

Club Activities
December Meeting

Club Activities
December Field Trip - Sunday 12 December, 7.00 am

Breakfast at Eva’s Café in the Botanic Gardens

Upcoming Field Nats Events
Please note there are no Club events planned for January. The first events  

commence in February.

February Meeting - Wednesday 9 - to be confirmed

February Field Trip - Sunday 13 - to be confirmed

Please note there is no meeting this month. Regular meeting will commence again on Wednesday 9 
February 2022.

We wish everyone the very best for the festive season and look forward to catching up with you in 2022.

This will be our last get together for the year so join us for a social breakfast in the lovely surrounds of 
Eva’s Café. After breakfast enjoy a casual stroll through the Gardens and a walk through the monsoon 
forest to look for the Rufous Owls.

The Club’s annual Quiz Night was held on 10 November. Congratulations to Julia Martin and James Richardson for 
winning the Harbour Cruise prize. Thanks also to Quiz Master Andrew Bell who made it an enjoyable night with a 
wide range of interesting questions.
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Driscoll FIreland - 5 December
Lots of these cuties wriggling on the beach at Tree 
Point Conservation Area (Gunn Point), does anyone 
know what they are please? Google Lens think they 
are a type of Alitta?

Chris Glasby - Google Lens is close, but not genus 
Alitta, it doesn’t occur in Australia. It’s another 
nereidid worm, probably Perinereis aibuhitensis, but 
can’t rule out a Paraleonnates species. The modified 
body and wiggle means it’s ready to spawn.

Phil Smith - 29 November
I came home (Acacia Hills) to find this Pacific Baza using 
using one of the bird baths for what it’s meant for.

Cherylyn Martin - 5 December
Could someone please I’d these frog eggs. And can we 
transfer to another pond as this pond is chockers all 
ready.

Matt Clancy - It’s the eggs of the Marbled Marsh Frog 
(Limnodynastes convexiusculus). They should be fine 
in that pond even if there other tadpoles. Best not to 
move them around.

Annie Vickerstaff - 28 November
Can someone tell what kind of spider this is? It’s been living in our Wulagi 
garden rent free for a month or so now.

Anita Sellit - Trichonephila edulis

Tissa Ratnayeke - they are very rare in Darwin, usually don’t see them till 
beyond 70km south of Darwin, more common inland.

Chris Meakin - have you gone camping in the past little while? May have hitched 
a ride back to Darwin?
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page

Penelope Anne Johnson - 3 December
Any idea what could be going on with this poor, scraggly looking 
creature?

Stephen Cutter - It is definitely Beak and Feather Disease (Circovirus) 
- it’s a native virus but untreatable, the bird will die from it. If you can 
catch it, euthanasia is best for the bird.

Emily Hearnden - 5 December
Spotted these frogs in a hollow of a tree at 
Howard springs. Just wondering if anyone 
had an ID for them. Thanks!

Kim McLachlan - Litoria rubella, Desert Tree 
Frog or Red Tree Frog.

Elle Lyon - 2 December
After an ID please…perhaps 
it’s a beetle or an ant??

Tissa Ratnayeke - I asked 
Graham Brown (former 
curator of Entomology at 
the NT Museum) and he 
advises it is an Ectocemus 
species - a straight snouted 
weevil (weevils are a type of 
beetle).

Callum Munro - 20 November 
Found this huge huntsman (Isopodella 
conspersa) tucking into the eggs and 
larvae inside this paper wasp nest. 
The lone remaining wasp looked very 
confused and didn’t quite know what 
to do. Location, Bees Creek.

Elaine Mollenhauer - 4 December
Found this little surprise on my block at Dundee Forest a few days ago.

Andrew Bell - Tropical Hyacinth Orchid (Dipodium stenocheilum). It’s a 
saprophyte (or something a bit more complicated than that), no leaves 
and lives off decaying vegetable matter.
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Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was forma�ed and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sigh�ngs, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 
comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to  
news.n�ieldnatsnt�gmail.com 
Deadline for the February newsle�er: Thursay 27 January 2022

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Need a Club membership form? Go to: h�p://n�ieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Northern Territory Naturalist:  
Number 30 has been published and the first copy deposited at the NT Library. Copies have been posted to 
members who didn’t personally collect a copy.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●

Top End Native Plant Society   General mee�ngs are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Marrara 
Chris�an College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  
Visit h�p://www.topendna�veplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
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�T �iel� �aturalists� �lu� �ee�n�s are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, 
commencing at 7:00 PM, on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

�u�s�rip��ns are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/�ns�tu�onal - $30; Singles - $25;
Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Club  web-site:    http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory

President: Mark Grubert 0407 843 174

Secretary: Michelle Edmondson

Treasurer: Mary Fathers 

Commi�ee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036

Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874

Andrew Bell 0428 882 979

Victor Sales

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979

Newsle�er Editor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755

Website and Facebook: Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755


