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April Field Trip:  Sunday 10, 10.00 am
Museum Visit - Palaeontological History of the Northern Territory

April Meeting:  Wednesday 13, 7.00 pm
The History of Palaeontology in the Northern Territory

• See pages 2-3 for more details •
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Gavan Keane had an unexpected but 
rewarding interaction with a Pacific Baza on 
4 April. Below he recounts the morning’s 
events.

“What a morning!! Stinking hot, sweating 
at Charles Darwin National Park, seeing 
nothing but Bar-shouldered Doves and 
Brown Honeyeaters. Was going to take a 
shortcut but decided to go on. Around the 
next corner 20m away at head height came 
across this Pacific Baza. He was behind a 
twig so couldn’t focus properly. He then 
flew 5 m to a perfect perch and all the head 
movements were him hearing my camera 
click. Then flew to puddles on ground for a 
drink and a bath for 5min and finished by 
flying to a high perch in perfect light. Saw 
nothing else, but seeing him made my day”.
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April Field Trip
Museum Visit - Palaeontological History of the Northern Territory

Presented by: Jared Archibald
*Sunday 10 April, 9.45 am for 10.00 am start

*please note this field trip is being held the weekend before the meeting so as not to clash with the 
Easter weekend.

Upcoming Field Nats Events
May Meeting - Wednesday 11 - Landscape ecology work using drones by Renee Bartolo

May Field Trip - Sunday 15 - To be confirmed

Come along to the Museum and Art Gallery of the Norther Territory 
(MAGNT) at Bullocky Point to get an insight into the palaeontological 
history of the Northern Territory.

Jared Archibald will guide you through the fossil displays in the 
Transformations Gallery and explain their history and how they were 
put together.

On hand for perusal there will also be a selection of fossils from the 
collection that’s usually not on display to the public.

Jared has lived in Darwin since 1979 and worked in the museum industry 
for over 30 years. He spent 16 years as the Taxidermist / Preparator 
for the MAGNT. This work included the collection and preservation 
of biological specimens from all over the NT, both vertebrate and 
invertebrate. As part of his laboratory work, he prepared animals for 
display; produced study skins and skeletal mounts; and used moulding 
and casting, and freeze-dry techniques, to produce material for both 
display and scientific study. Jared was also heavily involved with the 
collection and preparation of fossil material from sites all over the NT, 
and ran the Alcoota Palaentology Field Station for a number of years. He 
has a great interest in NT flora and fauna, and is currently employed as 
the Curator of Territory History.

President Mark departs for Victoria
Mark Grubert, Club President since October 2020, has resigned 
from that position as he left Darwin to take up a new role with 
Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) at their 
Victorian Lakes Entrance office in mid-March.

Mark joined the Club in March 2011 and was elected to the 
committee in September of that year.

We would like to thank Mark for his valuable participation and 
contributions to the Club over those eleven years.

Andrew Bell has kindly taken on the role of President since 
Mark’s departure.

In his role as Club President, Mark Grubert (left) presents 
Richard Willan with his Life Membership medal in  
October 2021. 
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April Meeting
The History of Palaeontology in the Northern Territory, and My 

Involvement With It
Presented by: Jared Archibald

Wednesday 13 April 7.00 pm - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A

From a very young age, Jared has had a great interest in fossils of every sort, but especially those of vertebrates.

Over the past four decades he has had the privilege to be involved with the discovery and extraction of fossils 
from around the Territory in conjunction with his work at MAGNT. In more recent years, Jared has become 
interested in the history of palaeontology in the NT and has researched various facets of it.

This talk will attempt to bring all of this information together to give the listeners a grounding in the history and 
types of fossils found in the NT thus far.

See previous page for Jared’s bio.

Above: The Alcoota fossil site. Below left: Bullock Creek fossil deposit. Below right: Lower jaw of an extinct wolf-size species of thylacine.  
Photos supplied by Jared Archibald
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butterflies, the Dingy and Cedar Bush-browns. Then 
proceeding along a narrow track and boardwalk we 
entered the dark, shaded forest habitat. Several species 
of web-building spiders were observed in this area 
including one large female Golden-orb Weaver (Nephila 
pilipes) and a comparatively tiny adult male sharing the 
same web - nearby looking somewhat similar to daddy 
long legs were several juveniles of this species.

We emerged from the forest on the edge of the flood 
plains to the excited dual calls of a grass-inhabiting 
male Golden-headed Cisticola and contrary to my 
suggestion that it would be perched on the tallest 
grass stem and much to my surprise this bird was 
displaying from the top of a large tree. We wandered 
along the edge of the floodplains observing many 
more birds and now as the day warmed dragonflies 
became active.

It was an enjoyable walk, 44 bird species were noted, 
see list on next page. Holmes Jungle is a unique 
habitat which includes a permanent spring-fed stream 
that feeds the monsoon forest. Sadly the park is being 
overrun by weeds, Gamba Grass marches forward 
every year as does Mission Grass, invasive introduced 
creepers such as Calopo are abundant and some 
waterways are choked with Candle Bush (Senna alata).

Page 4

March Field Trip Report
Exploring Holmes Jungle Nature Park – 13 March

report by Tissa Ratnayeke

Clockwise from top left:  
Male Red-backed Fairywren, Male Crimson 
Finch, White-breasted Cuckoo-shrike, Paper 
Wasp, Northern Fantail. 
Photos: Roy Anderson

Despite a 7 am start and perhaps encouraged by a rare break in the rain, we had a healthy 35 participants 
including a nine week old baby turn up for this excursion. Holmes Jungle borders the northern suburbs and is one 
of Darwin’s less explored nature parks despite it being a place of rich biodiversity as it incorporates a range of 
habitats including savanna woodlands, monsoon forest and floodplains.

The park is closed to vehicle traffic during the wet 
season, so having parked our cars outside the exit 
gate we commenced our walk through the savanna 
woodlands section under the watchful eye of a distant 
Brown Goshawk perched atop a dead tree. Within 
minutes we had paused to observe a male Red-backed 
Fairywren hoping along a branch next to the road and 
just ahead of us several of the less common Long-
tailed Finches were sighted with Chestnut-breasted 
Mannikins. 

As we descended through the woodlands, the 
usually quiet Striated Pardalotes now in breeding 
season provided in the background a pleasant and 
repeated rhythmic call. Taking a side track we began 
approaching the monsoon forest where we observed 
scattered bones consisting of long limbs, a large solid 
tail and herbivore jaws, all suggesting a deceased 
wallaby. Just ahead we came to a little bridge over a 
stream and we paused to see if any of the frog hunting 
Keelbacks I had seen on previous visits had returned 
but it was not to be on this morning.

We soon arrived at the edge of the dense monsoon 
forest where we heard Rose-crowned Fruit-doves 
calling. The 2 metre high native speargrass in this 
area was teeming with two species of grass-loving 

... continued on next page
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Bird list compiled by Dana Cameron and Anne Woollard:
Radjah Shelduck
Orange-Footed Scrubfowl
Peaceful Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon
Channel-billed Cuckoo
Black-necked Stork
Australian Ibis 
Brown Goshawk
Black Kite
Whistling Kite

Blue-winged Kookaburra
Forest Kingfisher
Rainbow Bee-eater
Red-tailed Black Cockatoo
Galah
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Red-collared Lorikeet
Red-winged Parrot
Red-backed Fairywren
White-gaped Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater

Dusky Honeyeater
Blue-faced Honeyeater
White-throated Honeyeater
Little Friarbird
Silver-crowned Friarbird
Striated Pardalote
Black-faced Cuckooshrike
White-bellied Cuckooshrike
Varied Triller 
Green Oriole
Northern Fantail
Spangled Drongo

Magpie Lark
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher
Golden-headed Cisticola
Crimson Finch
Double-barred Finch
Masked Finch
Long-tailed Finch
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin
White-breasted Woodswallow
Torresian Crow
Mistletoebird

... continued from previous page: Exploring Holmes Jungle Nature Park

Clockwise from top left: Striated Pardalote, Dingy Bush-brown, Chestnut-breasted Mannikin, female Painted Grasshawk, a juvenile female Golden 
Orb Weaver (Nephila pilipes) in her web, an adult Northern Sedge Frog (Litoria bicolor) as typically seen on Pandanus. Photos: Phil Smith

Above: Golden-headed Cisticola calling from a tree top, 4 O’clock Moth 
(Dysphania numana) the Top End’s largest day-flying moth.  
Photos: Roy Anderson

Right: Flood plains, one of the boardwalks over a stream. 
Photos: Tissa Ratnayeke
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Gordon Canning - 2 April
I’ve spent an awful lot of time in the mangroves and I have never 
seen one of these. Let alone one this size or wandering around in 
the middle of the day. Thalasinna squamifera. The living model of 
the fossils found at Gunn Point and other beaches around the NT.

Tony Lawrence - I’ve found these by the hundreds after a major 
rain event floods the mangrove lined river, all dead

Liz McCutcheon - 2 April
Check out this beauty 

Tissa Ratnayeke - Amerila rubripes, an attractive 
moth, has an orange abdomen hidden by its wings.

Ellen Johnston - 1 April
Any idea what this little fellow might be and if he will 
be ok by himself over night?

Nalani Sawyer - A branchling oriole. They spend time 
hopping around in trees practicing flying after they 
leave the nest. The parents should know where it is and 
be feeding it so it should be just fine!

Ian Hutton - Love the term branchling. An often 
misinterpreted cohort. They need a better PR team, and 
less rescuing.

Nalani Sawyer - Ian 100%! I work for wildlife rescue 
and so much of what we do is repatriating birdnapping 
victims. I notice Wildlife rescue groups around the 
world focus on educating people about not “saving” 
baby birds at the start of “baby bird season”.
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page

Andrew Critchley - 2 April

These are a native cockroach we commonly get through the wet season 
in Darwin, does anyone know what species they are? In all my years 
here, I’ve never worked it out.

Jay Turner - Hmmm if I’m not mistaken that’s Surinam Cockroach! They 
are actually an introduced species, but I didn’t think they occurred across 
the Top End yet, but given they are transferred in pot plants, it was only a 
matter of time. They are also considered to be parthenogenic.

ED - Surinam Cockroach (Pycnoscelus surinamensis)

William Harburn - 3 April
Oh - why not another spider photo! Huntsman 
on a cycad. In the bush between the Milady 
memorial & Charles Point Rd.

Marc Gardner - Looks like a Cycad Seed 
Mimicking Huntsman! This is amazing! Wonder 
if it’s been documented anywhere?

Tissa Ratnayeke - Lovely female Lion 
Huntsman (Neosparassus magareyi).

Joan Miller - 23 March
Look what we found on our block in Girraween. He or she has seen better days but 
still alive.

Geoff Mart - That male Attacus wardi is probably 4 or 5 days old at the time this 
photo was taken. They have normally run out of energy and dead by the 6th 
morning, can last 7 days in captivity. These big saturniid moths do not have mouths 
or stomachs and rely only on fat/energy reserves. They can last up to 18 months 
in their pupal/cocoon state. I imagine its flown in from the nearby “Black jungle”, 
which is close to the very end of Giraween Road.

Alison Hayward - 17 March
G’day, Can someone confirm ID of this moth please, I think an Atlas moth, but 
haven’t seen one before so if someone can confirm that’d be great. Total wingspan 
approx 20cm, rusty Brown colour, sighted Bees Creek.

Tissa Ratnayeke - Yes, a rare Atlas Moth, this is a male and it looks quite fresh.

Gavan Keane - 28 March
Walked out and along from end of angrove boardwalk 
at East Point today on a low tide. Found a pair of 
Mangrove Gerygones (far right) making a nest and a 
variety of other birds . Got great light for the Broad-
billed Flycatcher (right).
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Leichhardt's  Grasshopper, a 'Street Art' wall painting by Jesse Bell on the exterior of the Darwin Entertainment Centre, Mitchell Street, Darwin.
November 2019, being admired by Lyn Lowe. Reproduced with the artist's permission. (Photograph by Paul Arnold)

Seeking photographs of

northern Australian Grasshoppers
for use in a free mobile field guide app.

Please email directly on

if you require more information or to

submit photographs to be received by no later than

31 July 2022.

Lyn Lowe lowe.lynette@gmail.com

scan the QR codeor

Scientist David Rentz and grasshopper researcher Lyn Lowe are looking

for high quality images (grasshoppers, crickets,

tettigoniids/katydids etc) which are found in northern Australia,

specifically the Top End, for use in a free mobile app.

David has taken many photos of individual species in the laboratory;

but we would like to have images of the same species in our natural

environment for the app as well.

You may submit as many images as you wish but we ask that you give

permission to publish in the GRASSHOPPER ID APP. Acknowledgement

of the photographer will be applied to each image used. The app will

be cost free to individuals and able to be downloaded on both Android

and IOS devices. Our choice will be final on which images will be

included in the APP.

ORTHOPTERAN

This Top End Orthopteran (grasshoppers, crickets,

tettigoniids/katydids etc.)  Field Guide app should help

you identify many of the at least 161 endemic species.

The large selection of images will greatly assist this

process. Final app layout may differ from this concept.

12.00

Top End Grasshoppers
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Club website:
http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au

Club Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub
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NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Secretary: Michelle Edmonds 
Treasurer: Mary Fathers  
Committee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036
 Leona Sullivan 0423 951 874
 Victor Sales    
 Roland Muench
BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Newsletter Editor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755
Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was formatted and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 

comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to   
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com 

Deadline for the May newsletter: Friday 29 April 2022

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7:00 PM, 

on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

Club Field Trips are usually held on the weekend following the meetings.

Need a Club membership form?  
Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;

Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and 
McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  Visit http://www.
topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.


