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This small iridescent cuckoo wasp from the wasp family Chrysididae was photographed by Club member Phil Smith at his home in 
Acacia Hills, just south of Darwin. As the common name suggests, these wasps parasitise other wasp nests.
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November Meeting:  Wednesday 9, 7.00 pm
Using drones to provide insights into ecosystems of the Northern Territory

November Field Trip: Sunday 20 November 8.00 am 
East Point Mangrove Boardwalk

• See pages 2-3 for more details •
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November Meeting
Using drones to provide insights into ecosystems of the Northern 

Territory – Current applications and the future
Presented by: Renee Bartolo

Wednesday 9 November - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A - 7 pm

This presentation will provide an overview of the current application of drones to various projects being 
undertaken by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water to understand ecosystems 
in Northern and Central Australia including:

•	 Identifying and inventory of savanna tree species at landscape scale using drones and Artificial 
Intelligence for use in the development and monitoring of mine site closure criteria;

•	 Mapping of billabong vegetation for integration with fish species artificial intelligence for lowland 
billabong monitoring;

•	 Weed mapping in central Australia;
•	 Surveys of threatened species.

The role drones have in aswering science questions, current developments in edge computing and the future in 
using drones and associated technologies to measure and monitor our ecosystems will be covered. 

Renee Bartolo currently oversees drone operations in her role as the Chief Remote Pilot/Principal Research 
Scientist across the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, from Antarctica to Kakadu 
National Park. She has lived and worked in the Top End for over 25 years. Renee started the Department’s drone 
operations in 2014 and focussed on developing the use of drones for the monitoring and development of criteria 
for the ecosystem restoration of Ranger Uranium Mine. This provided Renee and the team at the Office of the 
Supervising Scientist with a test bed to develop their skills in applied science and providing operational solutions. 

More recently the team has been building capability across the Department, and also Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry for people to use drones to enhance the work they are undertaking, facilitating the delivery 
of sprint projects, and connecting teams working on common applications and goals. Renee was a Fulbright 
Scholar in 2019, is a Board Director for the Australian Association for Uncrewed Systems (and Chair of the Diversity 
& Inclusion Working Group), and is currently participating in the Australian Rural Leadership Program.

Renee with a drone. Photo: supplied by Renee Bartolo
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November Field Trip
Mangroves, Molluscs, a Multitude of Birds and More… 

East Point Mangrove Board Walk
Sunday 20 November, 8.00 am

A guided tour of the wonderfully biodiverse 
mangrove environment at the East Point Mangrove 
Boardwalk, led by Richard Willan, former Club 
President and Club President Andrew Bell. From the 
car park we will walk through the section of track 
through coastal bushland and into the mangroves. 
The mangrove section will give a good overview of 
the structure of the mangrove environment, from 
the outer Lumnitzara zone, through the stilt-rooted 
Rhizophora zone, to the magnificent Sonneratia 
forest that forms the most seaward zone.

Sonneratia alba at high tide and a close-up of the flower. Photo: Andrew Bell. A fiddler crab. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

The East Point Boardwalk. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

It will be a low tide exposing the rich invertebrate life 
the mangroves support, and displaying the different 
adaptions a diverse range of plant species have made to 
surviving and propagating  in the marine  environment. 

The first part of the walk is always good birding, 
including if we are lucky, Rainbow Pitta, Yellow White-
eye, Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove and many honeyeater 
species. As we enter the mangroves there is a good 
chance of seeing some of our “mangrove specialists” 
such as Red-headed Honeyeater, Mangrove Robin, 
Mangrove and Large-billed Gerygones, Torresian 
Kingfisher and Mangrove Golden Whistler.

Meet at the carpark near Lake Alexandra at 8.00 am. Bring (lots of) water, insect protection/repellent and sunscreen.

NT Native Eco-Fair & Plant Sale - Sunday 27 November
Our Club is looking for members who might like to participate in this event through sharing information about 
Club meetings, field trips and other activities with people who visit the Club’s information booth at Freds Pass 

from 8.30 am to 1.30 pm.  See page 8 of this newsletter for more information. 
If interested please contact Andrew Bell on 0428 882 979.
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Top to Bottom: Boat cruise at sunrise; Comb-crested Jacana; Brolgas.  
Photos: Thorin Archibald.

Left to right: Glossy Ibis in background and Plumed Whistling Duck; female Black-necked Stork; White-bellied Sea-Eagles.  
Photos: Dana Cameron

October Field Trip Report
Sunrise bird watching tour with Corroboree

by: Magen Pettit
On Sunday, 16 October a group of 42 Club members 
drove to Corroboree Billabong (about 100 km from 
Darwin) before sunrise. Corroboree Billabong is 
situated on the edge of Mary River National Park. The 
wetland habitat is a paradise for birds, fish, crocodiles 
and other wildlife. Over 160 bird species have been 
recorded in the area on eBird (an online database of 
bird observations providing scientists, researchers and 
amateur naturalists with real-time data about bird 
distribution and abundance). I knew we had a good 
chance of seeing over 50 bird species during the two 
hour sunrise cruise.

The idea for organising this field trip came last year 
when I did the cruise, not having visited Corroboree 
for a few years. I realised it would be a wonderful 
opportunity to share my knowledge of our local bird 
life to others and support a local business, especially 
with the downturn in Top End tourism during Covid. 
Fellow Club member, Lehi Archibald and I are 
passionate bird watchers (I’m probably classified more 
as an obsessed bird watcher!) so we were more than 
happy to organise this outing for the Club.

Corroboree Billabong Wetland Cruises kindly 
provided two boats for our private bird watching 
tour. Lehi was the bird guide on one boat, with 
skipper Allan, and I guided the other boat with 
skipper Sandy. I must also give a big thank you to Lehi 
for coming along and doing an amazing job as he had 
worked a shift the previous night and didn’t get much 
sleep before the tour!

We had a beautiful, sunny morning out on the 
water and the birds did not disappoint. A friendly 
competition between the boats to spot the most birds 
ended up with Lehi’s team recording 46 species and 
my team sighting 50 species. The combined total of 58 
bird species were seen. Other wildlife we encountered 
during the cruise included saltwater and freshwater 

crocodiles, ta-ta lizard, Golden Tree Snake, fishermen 
catching a large catfish (not the million dollar barra), 
Agile Wallaby and a Water Buffalo in the paddock 
near the carpark.

... continued next page
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Top to Bottom: Azure Kingfisher; Purple 
Swamphen. Photos: Dana Cameron.

Bird species seen during the cruise:

Many people may not know that bird watching can be beneficial to your 
health and well-being.  Apart from appreciating nature, the benefits of bird 
watching include:
•	 getting out into the fresh air is great for mind, body and soul 

(also gets children off their electronic devices!);
•	 connecting with family and friends, and building a sense of 

community;
•	 combating stress and is a therapeutic, relaxing and rewarding 

experience;
•	 physical exercise that can improve cardiovascular health;
•	 helps developing patience and quickens reflexes.

I would like to thank Corroboree Billabong Wetland Cruise owner, Paul 
Simpson, as well as Sandy and Allan for the wonderful experience and 
their informative talks during the cruise. Thanks to everyone who shared in 
the adventure and I’m glad everyone enjoyed themselves!

Magpie Goose
Plumed Whistling-Duck
Wandering Whistling-Duck
Green Pygmy-Goose
Bar-shouldered Dove
Torresian Imperial-Pigeon
Pheasant Coucal
Brush Cuckoo
Oriental Cuckoo
Australasian Swamphen
Brolga
Masked Lapwing
Comb-crested Jacana
Black-necked Stork
Australasian Darter
Little Pied Cormorant
Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Pied Heron
Striated Heron

Nankeen Night-Heron
Glossy Ibis
Australian White Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Whistling Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Blue-winged Kookaburra
Azure Kingfisher
Forest Kingfisher
Rainbow Bee-eater
Dollarbird
Little Corella
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Red-winged Parrot
Varied Lorikeet
Red-collared Lorikeet
White-gaped Honeyeater
Rufous-banded Honeyeater
Brown Honeyeater
Varied Triller

Arafura Shrike-thrush
Rufous Whistler
Yellow Oriole
Australasian Figbird
White-breasted Woodswallow
Magpie-lark
Willie Wagtail
Arafura Fantail
Leaden Flycatcher
Broad-billed Flycatcher
Paperbark Flycatcher
Shining Flycatcher
Lemon-bellied Flycatcher
Golden-headed Cisticola
Tree Martin
Mistletoebird
Crimson Finch
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin

A New World Record Godwit Flight!!
This post from the Pukorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre 
Facebook page in New Zealand was shared to our Club’s Facebook 
page by Bob Woodward. It received a record number of 3,700 
likes plus over 2,000 shares. 

“Late yesterday a juvenile godwit just 5 months old (tagged in 
Alaska) touched down in Ansons Bay in northeast Tasmania and 
already a local birder is heading that way to look for it but very 
heavy rain in the area may make travelling to the site difficult. 
This godwit with the great number 234684 departed from Alaska 
on 13 October and certainly looks to have flown non-stop to 
Tasmania. This will not be the first one to make this flight as 
godwits are frequent summer visitors to Tasmania and we are 
sure this one was with a group but it is the first time a tagged 
bird has flown between Alaska and Tasmania. In the process it 
flew a minimum of 13,560km in 11 days 1 hour. The previous 
long distance record of 13,050km set by the adult male 4BBRW in 
2021 is blown out of the water by this young upstart.”
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Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group

Samantha Duffy - 4 November
A lot of the skinks in my yard are looking quite red at the 
moment. I’m assuming it’s mating season? Northern suburbs, 
Darwin.

Eridani Mulder - These cute guys (males with red breeding 
colour) are Carlia sexdentata.

Andrew Bell - 3 November
NONE SHALL PASS! Guardians of the Stairs. Our 
security detail this evening in Brinkin - Darwin carpet 
pythons, Morelia spilota variegata

Ed - note second python on far railing.

Phil Smith - 2 November
I’m sure most of us have been under a tree and been 
‘rained’ on by cicadas. I don’t think I’ve actually seen 
them peeing before, let alone getting photos of it. 
They were pretty constant at it, as though they’d just 
finished a carton and it was their first pee stop!

Samantha Duffy - 3 November
Agreed with Gavan Keane  watching the 
murmurations of mainly Chestnut-breasted 
Mannikins with a few Crimson Finch and the odd 
Yellow Rumped and Star Finch thrown in for good 
measure this evening was great to see at Lee Point 
Dam, Darwin.

Paul Thomsen - 27 October
Was cool to observe some Black-shouldered Kites nest 
building this evening near Beatrice Hill.
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Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page

Roger Matthews - 31 October  ·
Found in Girraween,  can 
someone identify this for me 
please.

Tissa Ratnayeke - Great find, 
it’s a lovely stag beetle, I don’t 
remember one being posted 
here before, thanks for sharing. 
More information here: https://
backyardbuddies.org.au/
backyard-buddies/stag-beetles/

Allen Sundholm -  
Prosopocoilus sp.

Joanne van Os - 2 November
Beautiful colours on this Sterculia 
quadrifida - lots of seeds out at 
East Point lately.

Daniel Brown - 1 November·
We went exploring the Lee Point rock pools at low tide on Sunday. We 
were looking for one of the most venomous octopus in the world, the 
Blue-ringed Octopus. We didn’t find it. Instead we found one of the most 
venomous fish in the world! A Stonefish.

For those who don’t know, Stonefish can inject a powerful toxin through 
their dorsal spines when stepped on. This toxin can be fatal to humans if 
left untreated but no deaths have been recorded in Australia.

This is exactly how we found it too. Out of the water, on top of the sand, 
not buried in it. When we realised it wasn’t dead we moved it (a delicate 
operation involving thongs so as not to touch it with our hands) into the 
water where it slowly started burying itself. So be careful where you step 
out there on the beach guys. Not all the rocks are actually rocks.

Roy Anderson - 28 October
So I thought “Cool, I’ve found a bug to 
photograph and watch the eggs grow!” But 
now looking it up it may be a pest! Any ideas 
please?

Tissa Ratnayeke - Roy you have managed 
to capture a fantastic sequence of images 
of a native pentatomid bug showing great 
parental care towards her eggs and just 
hatched nymphs. After laying the eggs she 
stands guard over them protecting them and 
later the emerging nymphs from potential 
predators. This is a great demonstration that 
such care is not a characteristic reserved 
for higher orders of fauna such as birds and 
mammals. Thanks for sharing.
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Club website:
http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au

Club Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Secretary: Mathi Sakthivel 
Treasurer: Mary Fathers  
Committee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036
 Victor Sales    
 Roland Muench
 

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Newsletter Editor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755
Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was formatted and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 

comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to   
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com 

Deadline for the December newsletter: Friday 2 December 2022

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7:00 PM, 

on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

Club Field Trips are usually held on the weekend following the meetings.

Need a Club membership form?  
Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;

Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and 
McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  Visit http://www.
topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
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