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Flowers and buds of Syzygium eucalyptoides subsp.bleeseri (with attendant Green Tree Ants) which is currently in bloom in the 
Top End. Produces pale cream to pinkish edible fruit from September to December. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke
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October Meeting:  Wednesday 12, 7.00 pm
Birdwatching and Nature-based Tourism

October Field Trips x 2: 
1. Saturday 8 - welcome Back Shore Birds    2. Sunday 16 - Corroboree Boat Cruise

• See pages 2-4 for more details •
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October Meeting
Birdwatching and nature-based tourism – 

opportunities for community economics and conservation
Presented by: Rochelle Steven

Wednesday 12 October - CDU Casuarina. Room BLUE 2A - 7 pm
The bird-focused tourism sector is not new to the tourism landscape yet remains a huge area of opportunity to 
build community support for conservation through sustainable economic development. Despite the challenges 
of the last three years, the desire for Australians to travel around this diverse and biodiverse continent has not 
waned. Likewise, Australia remains a desirable and sought-after destination for international visitors and there are 
numerous opportunities to create destination campaigns that showcase our rich natural history while emphasising 
the need to conserve our valuable ecosystems for maximum long-term benefits to birds and people. Rochelle will 
share findings about bird and nature tourism in Australia, spanning a decade of research, starting with her PhD 
studies and more recent work in collaboration with BirdLife Australia.

Rochelle is a conservation scientist and lecturer at Murdoch University 
where she teaches units in sustainability and nature-based tourism. Her 
research examines the many facets of how people and nature interact in 
both positive and negative contexts. Rochelle has published papers on topics 
including birds and tourism, citizen science and urban ecology. She is also a 
volunteer Convenor for the Western Australian branch of BirdLife Australia.

This will be another Zoom meeting with our guest speaker Rochelle 
streaming to us live from Perth.

Summary of Annual General Meeting 2022
The Club held its AGM on Wednesday 14 September 2022.

Andrew Bell thanked the previous Club president 
Mark Grubert and noted the hard work undertaken 
by the committee members in organising the monthly 
speakers and field trips throughout the year. Special 
thanks were given to Tissa Ratnayeke for producing 
and publishing the monthly newsletter as well as to 
the Club Treasurer, Mary Fathers, and the Secretary, 
Michelle Edmonds.  

It was noted that the journal was not produced in 
the previous year due to a lack of resources however, 
the club hopes to resume the publication of the peer 
reviewed journal and that this will be a priority for 
the committee in the next year.  

The Facebook page is a successful addition to the 
Club with around 8,800 members and has a far-
reaching audience. This site is moderated by Tissa 
Ratnayeke and Andrew Bell and has been a positive 
space for sharing of photos and observations of the 
biodiversity of the Northern Territory. 

Club membership of 148 remained similar to the 
previous few years.

Other notable achievements of the Club was in 
supporting the local Lee Point campaign to save this 

vital patch of biodiversity from becoming a housing 
development. Although the fate is still unknown, there 
is a high possibility of a proposal review by Federal 
politicians. 

The balance of the Club’s Accumulated Funds at 30 
June 2022 of $16,402.39 is an increase of $3,171.60 
from the 30th June 2021.

All committee positions were declared vacant and the 
following were elected to the 2022–2023 committee:
Office bearers:

President: Andrew Bell
Treasurer: Mary Fathers
Secretary: Marthi Sakthivel

General committee members:
Graham Brown
Victor Sales
Roland Muench

The Club is seeking three additional general 
committee members, please contact Andrew Bell if 
you’re interested in helping out.

The Special Resolutions proposal to update the 
Club’s Constitution to include electronic banking was 
unanimously voted in favour by attending members.

Rochelle birding on Bruny Island. Photo: L Knight
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October Field Trip - No 1
Welcome Back Shorebirds

Saturday 8 October, 3.30 pm
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Pied Cormorant and Azure Kingfisher. Photos: Magen Pettit.

October Field Trip - No 2
Sunrise bird watching tour with Corroboree Billabong Wetland Cruises

Sunday 16 October, 6.30 am sharp (This means leaving Darwin city at 5:00am!)

Cost: $50 pp incl. GST (if over 30 people). $55 pp incl. GST (if less than 30 people).  
Children 5–15 years $45 pp incl GST. Please note these are discounted rates for NTFNC members.

Magen Pettit and Lehi Archibald will be your guides on 
this private two hour bird watching tour organised for 
NTFNC members with Corroboree Billabong Wetland 
Cruises.

Situated on the edge of Mary River National Park, this 
wetland habitat provides an ecologically sustainable 
environment and is a paradise for birds, fish, 
crocodiles and other wildlife. Over 160 bird species 
have been recorded in the area, and there’s a good 
chance of seeing over 50 bird species.

What to bring: Long-sleeved clothing, hat, sunscreen, 
enclosed shoes, water bottle, snack food, binoculars 
and camera.

HOW TO GET TO THE CRUISE           

The drive to Corroboree Billabong takes approximately 
90 minutes from Darwin.

Travel along the Arnhem Highway to Corroboree Park 
Tavern which is located 85 km from Darwin. The turn 
off from the Arnhem Highway to Corroboree Billabong 
is on the left just 1 km past Corroboree Park Tavern 
(heading towards Kakadu). It is 20 km from the Arnhem 
Highway turnoff to the cruise at Corroboree Billabong, 
the last 2 km is on a well maintained gravel road. 

Car pooling is advisable so we will be looking for offers 
to help transport people.

Spaces are limited so please contact Magen Pettit on 0408 721 060 to reserve your spot.  
Preference will be given to financial Club members.

Photo Corroboree Billabong Wetland Cruises website
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September Field Trip Report
Exploring Lamerro Beach
Report by: Roland Muench

Left to right: Buchanania arborescens; African Tulip Tree. Photos: Roland Muench. Remains of Ficus virens roots after canopy pruning along the 
cliffside track - circular exit points for Longicorn beetles whose larvae had fed on the dying roots could be seen. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

Left to right: Millettia pinnata (formerly Pongamia pinnata) was flowering along the beach; coloured “coffee rock” from the eroded cliff cover the 
beach; the site of the Lamerro Baths. Photo: Tissa Ratnayeke

Lameroo Beach is a small hidden beach located off the Esplanade cliff near Darwin’s CBD that was the location of the 
town’s historic baths between 1922 and 1974. The name for Lameroo Beach comes from a corrupted interpretation 
of the nearby Aboriginal site Damoe-Ra, which means “eye” or “spring” in the Larrakia language [“NT Place Names 
Register”].  Damoe-Ra, the spring, however is located to the east of the beach near the war memorial which was also 
our starting point for the walk. From there we followed the barricade along the top of the cliff which afforded us nice 
views into the vine thicket and over the ocean. Tissa pointed out that the Club had never visited this site previously 
and while most participants would have seen the place before, they haven’t recently. 

We know the monsoon vine-thicket in this location 
is quite diverse as it had been subject to the Darwin 
Remnant Vegetation Survey decades ago. However 
the plants that stood out on the walk were flowering/
fruiting trees Buchanania arborescens and Denhamia 
obscura as well as the vine  Pachygone ovata, all of 
which are valuable food plants for pollen, nectar and 
fruit consuming wildlife. Other prominent large trees 
growing in or at the cliff face include Ficus virens 
(Banyan), Ficus atricha (formerly knows as F. platypoda 
or Rockfig), Calophyllum sp. and Millettia pinnata 
(formerly Pongamia pinnata). We also observed 
an unwelcome invader of disturbed areas, African 
Tulip Tree (Spathodea campanulata), displaying its 
huge orange-red flowers and although spectacular, 
thought to be toxic to native stingless bees. As with 
other similar small monsoon vine-thicket patches in 
the region there is a typical representation of wildlife 

including a range of fruit-eating birds, honeyeaters 
and possums as well as Orange-footed Scrubfowls.

We followed the path down across the colourful 
sandstone cliff eventually arriving at  the equally 
visually appealing beach which is speckled with a 
variety of large smooth boulders and beautifully 
textured rocks against a background of lush green.

Proceeding to the western end of the beach, there we 
find scant evidence of the former baths, a few timber 
pilings and old concrete bits. But standing there and 
quietly observing you could be forgiven to experience 
a wild remote beach for there is no direct visual or 
audible signs of a busy CBD nearby.

This solitude was not always the case, in fact Lameroo 
beach was also once a campsite for several hundred 
hippies. In 1966 the East Point Trustees removed 
illegal campers from East Point Reserve. A number 
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Lameroo Baths. Photos https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lameroo_Baths,_Darwin.jpg & https://territorystories.nt.gov.au/10070/318116/0

of these campers then moved to Lameroo Beach. 
Between 1969 and 1974 the number of people 
camping on Lameroo Beach grew to as high as 400 
people.[“Battle of the beaches: 300 camping now”. 
Northern Territory News. 1 August 1972 ]. Although 
the camp was destroyed during Cyclone Tracy in 1974, 
campers returned to Lameroo Beach after the cyclone. 
However as part of the reconstruction plans, Darwin 
City Council passed legislation making it illegal to 
camp on the Darwin foreshores, including Lameroo 
Beach citing the possibility of storm surge and hippies 

could then be evicted as a consequence. Today 
however Lameroo beach is peaceful, a place to enjoy 
particularly so during morning hours when the beach 
is shady and deserted, in fact pleasant enough  that 
some of the ‘fieldnats’ hesitated to leave.

I think I can confidently speak for all that joined 
this walk, that places such as Lameroo beach are a 
lovely and valuable natural asset and should be left 
untouched and be maintained as a habitat and home 
for wildlife and for people to seek nature experiences 
in solitude, particularly residents that live nearby.

Chitter Chatter - excerpts from the Club’s Facebook group
Janette Wilson - 2 October
The frogs are happy at Lake Bennett.

Samantha Duffy 
- 4 October
Beautiful 
afternoon at Lee 
Point Dam this 
afternoon. Star 
Finch.

Roland Muench 
- 29 September

Cyclorana australis Litoria dahlii Litoria rubella

Tiny spider living on a 
Terminalia microcarpa 
in East Point.
Cael David-Gallery - 
Cosmophasis darwini
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Luke Enright - 4 October
Drove up to Darwin to see Lee Point before more gets 
bulldozed. Could not believe my luck at finding a Large-
tailed Nightjar!

Marc Gardner- 30 September
Back in Borroloola and could not resist one of my favourite 
critters as usual… Purple-crowned Fairywrens!  Had 8 of 
them in a new spot in this afternoon’s sun (after I finished 
work of course!)

The males of this subspecies (macgillivrayi) are still in non-
breeding plumage compared to the nominate subspecies 
in Western NT and the Kimberley already showing their 
resplendent purple scones on their head… have to come 
back in a few months and try some more.

JJ Harper - 2 October
Any one know what species this 
one is? Photo taken in Nhulunbuy 
a couple of years ago!

Tissa Ratnayeke - Looks like 
a male Wishbone Spider with 
those spurs on the front legs

Anne Brook - 2 October
Can anyone tell me what these are hatching into please. 
Location Batchelor NT, found in pot plant I was repotting.

Tissa Ratnayeke - The one with bulging eyes is a cicada 
nymph and the other is a scarab beetle larva.

Susan Mark Bartlett - 29 September
Howdy found this in Girraween

Luke Enright - Looks similar to Purpuricenus quadrinotata.

Allen Sundholm - that’s it, well-ID’d!

Chitter Chatter - continued from previous page



Club website:
http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au

Club Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/ntfieldnaturalistsclub

NT Field Naturalists’ Club Directory
President: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Secretary: Mathi Sakthivel 
Treasurer: Mary Fathers  
Committee Members: Graham Brown 0417 804 036
 Victor Sales    
 Roland Muench
 

BirdLife Australia Liason Officer: Andrew Bell 0428 882 979
Newsletter Editor Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755
Website and Facebook:  Tissa Ratnayeke 0417 659 755

Club notices
Thank you: The previous issue was formatted and despatched by Tissa Ratnayeke.  

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Newsletter contributions welcome:  Sightings, reports, travelogues, reviews, photographs, sketches, news, 

comments, opinions, theories ..... , anything relevant to natural history.  Please forward material to   
news.ntfieldnatsnt@gmail.com 

Deadline for the November newsletter: Friday 28 October 2022

●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●●
Club Meetings are generally held on the second Wednesday of every month, commencing at 7:00 PM, 

on the Casuarina Campus of Charles Darwin University.

Club Field Trips are usually held on the weekend following the meetings.

Need a Club membership form?  
Go to: http://ntfieldnaturalists.org.au/membership/

Subscriptions are on a financial-year basis and are:  Families/Institutional - $30; Singles - $25;

Concessions - $15.  Discounts are available for new members – please contact us.

Top End Native Plant Society   General meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month at the Marrara Christian College, corner Amy Johnson Ave. and 
McMillans Road, and commence at 7:30 pm (speaker at 8 pm).  Visit http://www.
topendnativeplants.org.au/index.php or contact Russell Dempster on 0459 440 665.
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